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; * which can poſſibly fall under politic 15 | a 
cu 


are thoſe which concern the rights and liberties 


of the people. The conſideration of them is ſo deep- 


ly intereſting to ſociety, as to inſinuate itſelf into the 


effect a temporary quickneſs of pulſation, never fails 


to reſtore new health and vigour to the conſti- 


tution. The queſtion of cath6lic emancipation, 
which is the ſubject of the following report, is allow- 
ed on all hands to be the moſt important meaſure, 
which has engaged the attention of this country, 


for the laſt century, and the debates in parliament _ £ 


- occaſioned by its diſcuſſion are juſtly ſaid to hold 
equal pre-eminence ; for whether we conſider the 
magnitude of the obje&, the uncommon diſplay of 
abilities which it brought forward, or the G of 


time employed in this memorable deliberation, we 


muſt pronounce it one of the moſt remarkable and in- 
tereſting debates which the Iriſh parliament has fur- 


niſhed an inſtance of. The reader will here find 


- ſome of the beſt argumentative and oratorical pre- 
cedents in a ſtile entirely new, and in the order and 
manner in which they were delivered; It is hoped he 


alſo will perceive that neither expenſe or trouble have 
been ſpared by the editor to render this book a m- 
plete record af the parliamentary proceedings on this 


a 2 | great 
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inuteſt pore af the body politic, where, tho it maß; 
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„ INTRODUCTION. 
occaſion. During the laſt ſeſſion the catholics 


ld applied to the legiſlature for a. redreſs of 
theilt ghievatices, which proved ineffectual; their right- 
ful claims were reſiſted, but the juſtice of them re- 
mained in full force, and ſeemed rather to acquire 
new rigour. 

It was faid that the ge rue for relief did not 
come from the grea of the Catholics, but from 
a few inconſiderable e Aſia juſt cauſe never faiſs 

ſuggeſt che meals of Aude its true level, 
1 emen who conducted the Catholic duft. 
et about removing the objection; and as the firft 
* towards it, agreed upon 5 following plan, #s 
the molt likely Bhs be of obtaining the general ſenſe, 
and which we now annex, as it will be found fre. 


h be to in the 1 meets. 
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Circular litter addreſſed ts the Catholic gentlemen r the 
kingdom of Ireland, with a plan for eletling dele- 


481 R, 

« This letter with the plan which accompatiles 
it, is tranſmitted to you, by order of the Subcom- 
mittee, You will perceive that the object of this 


plan is to procure, à fuller attendance of country 


tlemen, to aſſiſt, by their advice and influence, 


© the meaſures adopted by the Committee to procure 
for the Catholics the Elefive Franchiſe, and an 


ual participation. of the benefits of the Trial by 
ry. You will pleaſe to loſe no time in Cubano, 
this to the reſpectable Catholics of your county,— 


Tou will pleaſe alſo. to inform them, that ferns 84 5 
| {pectable e ares country gentlemen, lately iu 


ublin, had frequent conſultations, for tlie laud- 
able Fe of re-uniting to the Committee we 0 
Fingal, and the other gentlemen who had with- 


| drawn themſelves from it. Theſe country gentlemen 

Had the fatisfaction to find, that the general com- 
mittee on one fide, and the gentlemen who had en- 

tered into ſeparate addreſſes on the other, "mutually 

| regretted their diviſion; which they ſaw was uſed by 
| ey 17 ä W x + 


iv INTRODUCTION. 


the opponents of the Catholics, as a pretext for with, 
holding from our people the Elective Pranchiſe, and 
an equal participation of the benefits of the Trial by 
Jury. It is on all ſides agreed, that if the Catholics 
are all united in this jult and reaſonable requeſt, 

eſſential to the very exiſtence of our people, there 
Vill be a certainty of ſucceſs: (it depends then on 
ourſelves whether we ſhall be—Freemen or Slaves! 
We ſay, eſſential to the very exiſtence of our peo- 
ple; for, as the rage for eleftioneering intereſt in- 
creaſes, our wealthy farmers mult either pay beyond 

the value for lands, or reſign them to Proteſtant” 
freeholders when out of leaſe z our poorer yeomanry 


* will of courſe be expelled, and driven into beggary. 


Let us all then, ſpeak with one voice, and ſuppli- 
, cate the 3 for Pee we ſhall rare 


40 « Theſe indepen dent country zentlemen have re- 
ceived from Lord ord Fingal, and the gentlemen who 
have acted with. him, \the moſt poſitive declara- | 
tions, that they will nexer again enter into any act 
to oppoſe the General Sage in their endeavours 
to obtain the emancipation of the Catholics; and it 
is determined that all former differences in opiniah 
ſhall de buried in oblivion an both ides, * 


* The committes had decided to ſend. ſome of 

their body, to propoſe to the counties to appoint - 
Delegates to the Committee, of whale attendance 
there would be a certainty; and our Chairman had 
actually left Dublin, with intention to go through 
a great part of Ireland for this purpoſe; the inde. 
* country gentlemen, as before mentioned, 


ok 
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2 up the fame idea themſelves, (before they knew 
the Committee had determined upon it) and they, 
and Lord Fingal and his friends, all agreed in preſ- 
ſing ſuch a_meaſure on the Committee, as an ad 
. cauſe of re-uniting them to the W 


« Lord Fingal, his friends, 154 the gonptry gen 
tlemen before mentioned, ſeemed at. firſt: inclined 
that the preſent Committee ſhould be diflolved ; an 
opinion, however, which further reflection on the 

various difficulties reſulting from luch a meaſure, | 
dy? 4 doubts entertained of the competency in the 
Committee to diſſolve itſelf, and the conſideration 
that a diſſolution muſt neceſſarily occur _y in 
1793, induced them to forego 
The plan incloſed, ſan joned by the General 
Committee, by theſe i n gentlemen, and 
by Lord Fingal, and his friends, is recommended 
to your zeal to have carried into immediate execu- 
tion in your nf „5 | 
4 ; «I am, Sir, 
C Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Off 40 EDWARD HIRE.” 


8 | Delegates "wn cocanticcls ted; ad _lexide 
repair to Dublin, aff; at the Taler Hal 


dn che 3d of December, 1792 ; where after ſome 


days ſpent, in diſcuſſing the objects of their impor- 

tant miſſion, among other meaſures adopted, was 2 
petition to the throne, which the following members 
were appointed to carry to the kin Edward 
Byrne, Mr. John Keogh, Mr. 3 Edward 
Devereux, Mr. Chriſtopher Bellew, and Sir Thomas. 
oy; Bate 4 Katzen was in theſe words: 
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wars, and two domeſtic rebellions have occurred, af. 
ter having taken every oath of allegiance and fide- 


10 TAK een. 


The humble petition of abe undemſſgned Cathalics, on le- 
half of themſelves ey the reft of the Catholic ſubjedts 
of the hingdom of reland. 


We, your Majeſty's moft dutiful and loyal ſub- 


jects of your kingdom of Ireland, profeſſing the Ca- 


tholic religion, preſume to approach your Majeſty, 
who are the comman father of afl your und 


humbly to ſubmit to your conſideration the manifold - 
incapacities and oppreffive difqualifications under 


which we . „ af I 
For, may it pleaſe your majeſty, after a century 
of uninterrupted loyalty, in whic time ſive foreign 


lity to your Majeſty, and given, and being ſtill ready 


to give, every pledge which can be deviſed for their 


peaceable demeanour and unconditional ſubmiſſion to 


the laws, the Catholics of Ireland ſtand obnoxious to 


a long catalogue of ſtatutes, inflicting on dutiful and 
meritorious ſubjects pains and penalties of an extent 


and ſeverity which e any degree of delinquency 
can warrant, and prolonged to a period when no ne- 
ceſſity can be alleged to juſtify their continuance. 


In the firſt place, we beg leave with all humi- 
lity to repreſent to 'your Majeſty, that notwich- 


ſtanding the loweſt departments in your Majelty's 
fleets and armies, are largely "ſupplied by our 


numbers, and your revenue in this country to a 
great degree ſupported by our contributions, we 
ate diſabled from ſerving your Majeſty in 2 


A INTRODUCTION: 
nation thus - ſolemnly pledged; for which our 
anceſtors paid a. valuable conſideration, in a ſur- 


render of their arms, and 4 great part. of this | 


kingdom, and notwithſtanding the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous adherence, on our part, to the terms of the 


ſaid treaty, and our ütti alty from that 
day to the preſent, the faid nah elective fran 


_  thiſe was finally and univerſally taken away 


ſrom the Catholics of Ireland, ſo lately as the firſt 
year of his Majeſty King George the Second, 
And 


1 when: we thus preſume to fubmit this 
_ InfraQtion of the treaty of Limerick to your Ma- 


jeſty's Royal notice it is not that we ourſelves 
conſider it to be the ſtrong: part of our caſe; for 
though our rights were recognized, they were bx 
no means created by that treary; and we do with 
all humility conceive, that if no ſuch event as the 
laid treaty had ever taken eie your Majeſty's 
Catholic ſubjects, from their unvarying loyalty, 
and dutiful ſubmiſſion to the laws, and from the 
great ſupport afforded by them to your Majeſty's 
overament in this country, as well as in their 
perſonal ſervice in your, Majeſty's fleets and ar- 
mies, as from the taxes and revenues levied on 
their property, are fully competent, aud juſtly 
entitled to partieipate and enjoy the bleſſings of 
the Conſtitution of. their country. 
And now that we have, with all bumility, fuh- 
mitted our grievances to your Majeſty, permit us, 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, again to repreſent our 
ſincere attachment to the Conſtitution, as efta- 
bliſhed in three eſtates of Kings. Lords, and Com- 


mom, our uninterrupted loyalty, peaceable de- 


meanor, and ſubmiſſion tothe laws for one hundred 
years, and our determination to perſevere in the 
ſame dutiful conduct, which has, under your Ma. 
jeſty's happy auſpices, procured us thoſe relaxati- 
ons of the | ſtatutes, which the wiſdom of + 
| 


| INTRODUCTION. Bi 
the) Logilimure! hes from me- 90 rime though: | 
proper to gran We humbly preſume to hope, 
that your Majeſty, -1n your paternal goodneſs and 
affection towards a numerous and oppreſſed body 
of your loyal ſubjecta, may be graciouſly 
to recommend to your Parliament of Ireland to 
take into conſideration the whole of our fruation; 
our numbers, our merits, and our ſufferings, and 
as'we do not give place to any of your Majeſty's 
ſubjects in loyalty and auachmem to your Majeſ- 
ty's ſacred perſon, we cannot ſuppreſs our withes 
of bein reſtored to the rights 2p privy cube 
the Conflitution of our country. 
coming more worthy, as well, as more capable, of 
— 4 44H Majeſty that ſervice which it is 
not-Jeſs our duty than our inclination to afford. 
8 may your ” Majeſty trariſmit to your lateſt 
* a crown ſecured — public advantage 
an — affection ; and fo may your Royal” 
1 e e 4 ble, to your 
grateful people. | 


ba petition was s figned by the Delegstes 


from the different counties, cities, and prin- 
eipal towns of Ireland, on behalf of them- 
ſelves and the Catholics of Ireland. . 


On the ad January, 1793, the deputies preſent- 
ed the petition to his majeſty at St. James's; what 
followed will beſt appear in the report here of: 
| ſered to the . . 
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CATHOLICS OF IRELAND. 


CITY. OF DUBLIN. 
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„ö AuDEON 


| Richard Dillon, Bridge-fireet. Thomas Kennedy, Corn Mar 


Denis Thomas O'Brien, Mer- * _ ket. 
chants-quay- | # | Jonas Lyack, Vikerrquiy 


4: 7 A M ES 3s 
8 8 7, Ditto. 


PER PAUL 


Farrell, Smithfield, William Clarke, King- a 
3 Lyons, Arran-  Oxmantown. - 
r 


5 L 


© Sr. CATHARINE = 
Patrick Bean, Thomas-ftreet-. RichardWalſhThomas-fireet. 


John. ner. Braichwait- —— Lewins, * | 


ſtreet. a Pp 


A | Sr. MARY: - 
Andrew Daly, AL P. Domi- Val. O Connor, Dominick- 


nick-ftreet. [| ſtreet. 0 
Nicholas Elcock, M. D. Great N M Guire, Batchelor's- 
Britain- ſtreet. | _ | 


- *. 10 . 0 LAS 8 


1 5 Ball Werbur on Thomas Donnell, Effex- 
Ro Butler, Fiſhamble- ſtreet. * j 
William Hyland, Back- os 


Sr. NI C K 0 L AS (virnovr.) 


Patrick * Stephen's: Me Refyolde, Weſt Park- 


green, 
Patrick Marſh, * cute. 12597 Mill-ftreet. 


John 3 "Stephen's Michael ts, Grafton- 
rman ennedy, + 
Jobn Goa 7: King- Jane Ger, Her kee 


„% MIGHAN. 
DR Jobs Conprivy, Pester. 


— u de K | Gar Roa, ou an. 


covnTius” 
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COUNTY TY: 
| 3 pher Na gl , Garrixer 
S Gone do 
Chatles Aylmer, Paineftown. dal Macdonnell, _—_ 1 
John * Oſberſtown. court. 
| Wha *. Gbr | 
Kavanagh, Grace- William Dunn, Viewtows . 
5 a No 4. 1 orth Earl- nd 2 
| Jane hs Wane, Killeen; Car- ＋ Ballinakill. w 


| Jams hw 8 87 5 — fa e 


COUNTY LEITRIM © | 
Miles Keon, Kesn-Brocke, John O'Donnell, - Larkfield, 


Carrick-on-Shatwon. Carticl-on-Shatinon. 
Hugh O'Berne, | Janieftows, Joh Res 9 Jerome. 


countr Sel ws 


Gen O'Gonter, Bltnegin, wma Fallon, Bll, d. 


Roſcommon. 


* Fare, Bison. 


93 8 Quay. 


„5 contre. 
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corner PERMANAGH: 
Kiernan, Enniſkillen. | Terence Maguire, Parliament- 


Ire, Ditto. ſtreet. 


is 


Richard Brookbor- Richard Kiernan, M. D. Ca- 
row. | pel-ſtreet. * 


IH | 
"i COUNTY SI. 


| Hugh M. Dermott, Coolerin, Charles O'Connor, Mount 


Ignatius Everard, Sli Allen, Carrick-on-Shannon. 
Patrick Mullark ohn Byrne. 
John M*Donou 2 amexAylward, Francis-firect, 


COUNTY LONGPORD. / 
Chriſtopher Nugent, - Killi- Edward M*Evoy, Ditto. 


ſona, Granard: ohn Weldon, Dame-ftreet. * 
; Valemine Dillon, Ballyma- J OReilly, William- 
on. 
Bernard O'Reilly, Granard 


COUNTY WEXFORD. 
James E E. Devereux, Carrig- 3 Ballinkee) En- 


Hams vey Hay, Ballinkeel, Ea Edward Swexman, Wexford 
. 


' oh | 
cob ern 8 
ohn O'Neill, Banville. ohn Magi 13 
ugh Savage, *Ballyvarley. mas 
uel Norris, Strangford. James eee Srephen-ftree 


COUNTY. CARLOW.. 


Walter Fitzgerald, Ballaragin, _ Cullen, Rav, Tul 
Caſtledermott . | . 

William Blakeney, Dunleck- Dante Warren, } ae. 
ney, Laughlin - bridge. Edward Butler, ane 


M Flom, Carlow. „„ | | 
| * COUNTY ANTRIM” 
Lake Teeling, Liſburn. Bernard O'Neill, Feels: 


Edmund * Ball- ſtreet. 
caſtle. - Oliver O'Hara, Abbey Rect. 


COUNTY 


e c n 1 
counTY 41 


Charles Whittington. * © Theobald — ** 5. | 


Ou O'Callaghan. 3 2 Dorſet-ftreet. 


| | countr TYRONE... e | 
Thomas Richard Geraghty, Joks Byrne, Great George's $- 
— Dungannon. | ſtreet. 
Wee ON _ Ballygawly- John Fairfield, Werburgh-t. 
COUNTY car 


ames Pall, Staffor-freet. Hugh O'Reilly, Clrks. 
ward Dowell, Kileſhandra | 


Coontr ends 


James O'Corman, Banks. Francis 'MMahon, Grevagh, ' 


niel O ä Ayle, En- Ennis. 


nis. Nicholas Mahon, Merchants * 


"IF | | | quaye 
3 countTr wWICELo#: 


| Walter Byrne, Killoghrer. = Richard Doyle, Lemont, $ 


itzfimmons, Clas- „ 
cullen. Patrick Kavanagh _ 5 
William Graham, Arklow. Peter Brady, N ew- row, 


COUNTY of the errr of KILKENNY. 
© Conſtantine Laughlin, Ril- Joſeph Laffan, Kilkenny. 


omas Braughal), Eeeles- Tg 


ny ; 
ohn Sharman, Ditto. . ſtreet. 
ohn Murphy, Ditto. Thiomas Warren, Aſh-ftrect. | 


COUNTY of the TOWN of GALWAY: 


E. L Athy, Renville, Galway. W. J. M Nevin. M. D. Jer: 
Dennis Blake, Oran Caftle, vis-ſtreet. 


ditto. 2 ; ” 
COUNT. ref the Ti OWN * ZORDSHIP of NEWRY. 


| Mark Develin. ' Jams Reiiry, 


% 
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county | 
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| N cen t LOUTH. 
Patrick Byroe. Thomas ee Las. 
* Ruſſell. 
R. M Donnell, Allens - 
5 Court. | | 1 4 1 a 
CITY and COUNTY of CORK. 
William inger, * s David Rochford. 
Court. Coppi gen Bryan Sheckhy. 
John Terry, Caſtle Te Edward P 
Jahn Galway, Thornhill, Ba. freet North. 
n dleton. D. T. O'Brien, , Merchants 
Nicholas T. Coppinger. Quay: 8 


COUNTY ober: 


Sir Thomas French, Bart. Caſ- Chriſtopher Bellew, Abbey- 
tle-French. ſtreet. - 

Chriſtopher Bellew, Mount 
Bellew. 


- 


COUNTY MONAGHAN. 


Patrick Caron - Thomas Braug . 
omg Carolan. | Daniel Reill NI. D. 
| ew Clidton. Hach Hami 


KILLALA Cr MAYO. 
Theoball akon, Catte-Hill, Nicholas Fragen. Ade. 


TS CASHELE. ; 
Edmund Scully, Caſhell. | Jokn Harrington, dun 
1 CITY of WATERFORD. . 
kt Blaken „Waterford. Ri M. Re 
* ak 1 ditto. Theobald MKenna, * D. 
Bar. Rivers. Dorſet-ſtreet. 
COUNTY LIMERICR. 


Bry an Sheehy, Garden Field: Thomas Braughall, Fedles- 
- Willia 


Roper 


Burke, Modaway ſtreet- - 
on Richard M'*Cormick, Mark's 
Fo CIT r 


Alley. 


& 


„„ IM: $3" 
CITY of LTMARICK: 
Sylveſter 1 nas M. D*. * White, Wits. 
Limerick. rancis Arthur, dittos 
COUNTY of TIPPERARY. 


Lon Smith, f. Dennis O' Maher, Ball allymorrs 
James Scully, Kilfaine, Tip- Thomas Mahon, Merchant's 


* et. Tem- 8 A e 


Pfleto 


* cobvrr A 
| Dominick Crean Lyuch cog James Joſeph M*Donnell, 


ebeg. Roſs-begg. | 
Edward be, Vh Holywell. R. Nadel. Allen? — | 
John Nolan, . © "Thames * 
8 cet. 


"COUNTY MEATH. 1 25 
Bar. Barnewell, Grananſtown. 2 1 . Bloomſ- 


Mich a Fin, Wires Thomas R 


town. VW. J.! MiNertn, Jer Terrier 


x COUNTY of DEI 
Peter Farrell, Nap Barry Lawleſs, Shankile. 


| 5 Patrick Thand ler, Wr. Henry Thunder, Dame l. 


Segrave- 


COUNTY of DONEGAL. 
Daniel M*Laughlin. Thomas Braughall, Eccles- 
Andrew M'Shane. - ſtreet. 
; Richard Dodd, Manor-ſireet. 


COUNTY KILKENNY. | 
7 8 Foreſtel, Water- Edward Sheil. 


. 


- ., Richard 2 — ger, Ballſnabar- Wi 


COUNTY 


* 


Ty 


” _ 
- — 
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COUNTY KERRY: + 


; ©. - "COUNTY TYRONE. 
Bernard M Mahon. Richard Dodd, Manor - ſtreet. 


| John Ball, Werburgh-ftreet, _ - 
; | | KING's COUNTY. 5 
| | arg Ma gawley, Balliboy. Patrick OliverPlunkett, Great - 


. ohn Fitfimons, Caſtle Wood. George a- ſtreet. 
| Joſeph Flanagan. - Francis Bennett. 


bl 
WESTMBATH \ 


James Count Nugent, Bali ha Walſh, Mylliogar. | © 
A nacor, trick Do 
Michael Dardl. | J ohn McCormick, Mullingar, 
 TOWNof DROGHEDA. 
ames Bird, Drogheda - Hugh, Hamill, Dominick- 
22 — * 
Fit Ws, 88 dauer. 
LONDONDERRY 
Andrew M'Shane. ' * Jeha Mabelicht, Houſe 
Thomas Broughall. J 22 „ 15 
Richard Dodd · Patrick Power, Tulhally. 00 
Francis Wiſe, of the Manor, ** * Wi 
county Waterford. : 


CITIES' and TOWNS. 


„ CARRICKFERGUS 

« Chriſto Teeling, M. . 1 Church - 
n eee eee e t 

ae 166M 41 0 K r 


Jn os _ | » Randal M. Donnell, Allen's. | 
OF 1 44.34 court. / 5 
7” xxnisrLLEN xx 
Edward Madden 


| Richard Kiernan, MD. Ce- 
— M*Guire, Peri- . pel-ftreet. | 


7 , N 
* D E RR 1. „ St 


3 — 


f ö MONAG HAN. 


„ ee e, G GAL. 


ames M Loughlin, St, An- eter M Lou » St. An- 
I drew - ſtreet· P oy RS 


AR Lo . 1 
m wee Abou. Walter Fiugerdd. 2 


r PHILIPSTOWN. 
= r James Mullay, A 


* - F * 6 
N C 7 LONG 
; : 
K „ 
= 


1 * 1 


* 


LON G FORD. a 
John Hart, James · ſtreet. » * O'Rally, William- ſtreet. 


| 


e DUNDALK a7) 
Thomas Meas, High-ftreet. "WP 2 
| 1 1 1 M 


court. 


Ignatius Weldon, Anderſon's- ne Church-fireet.. | 


| 4 
AMARTEGEODGE 35 


0 = 


Jokn Ball, Jun. AY J * 3 Werburgh- 
reet. 
| ee. Meath- ſtreet. 
28 earn 3 
- Michael McCarty, Geoges' $ 1 Brett, J mi, 
quay: 8 No. 69. | 
Ga WI ETW * 
Walter Byrne, Abbey-ftreet. * 4 ; 
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e 9. Une 8, for advantage, read diſadvantage. 
Page 14, J. 30, for devoted. The, read devoted, de 
— 40, |. 13, for abjure, readconfure. 

— 49, I. 2, for ever hated, read 9 

— 59, laſt line, for poſſible, read poſſibly. 

— 651, I. 14, for As the, dead As to the. 

— 65, I. 5, for choſen, read cloſer. 

88, 1. 5, for end, read and. 

119, I. 4, for ſchools, read univerſities. 

121, L 9, for retrenchments, read intrenchments. 

123, IL. 2, for became, read _— | 5 

136, L 8, for of his; read 9 

137, L 25, * accuſations does nat mo read accuſations 
do no 


2 L 1, for This, read The. 
228, I. 7, * paſſed, read po ſed. 
, 1. 36, for Hoped, read he Hoped. ” 
— 247, L 1, 22 read pale. 
— 250, |. 27, dele where. 
— 251, L 18, for law his, read law is his. | 
— 257, I. 23 for and nothing but, read there i ts thi : 
whereby. 

— 2388, I. 8, for madneſs ſo, read madneſs is ſo. 
— 250, I. 6, for not preſs, read not the preſs. | | 
—, L 10, for What leſſon that to @ people, read That hf : 
| to a people, that. 5 
— 260, L ra for ſuppre td, read ſuppoſed. 
— 2061, after liberty, infert adopted. 

— 294, I. 17, for which, read who/+. 
— 302, 1.5, for ambitious, read ambitions. | 
— 303, I. 27, for this country, read this country was in- 
| volved. 
— 361, I. 32, for mean, read main 
— 368, I. 22, for Gul, read Guil. 
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After the Lord Lieutenant had quitted- the 
houſe, the Earl of Weſtmeath moved an addreſs 


to the King, which as uſual echoed the ſpeech, 
on which | 


The Duke of Leinſter after expreſſing his con- 
currence to the addreſs, declared his particular 
approbation to that part of the ſpeech which 
pointed to their lordſhipy attention , the fituation 
of the Roman Catholics in this country. 


The Earl of Glandore declared his ſatisfaction in 
the proſpect which the Roman Catholics had of 
being relieved. He ſaid, that at a time when other 
parts of the Nan were diſturbed, he was happy 
to inform their lordſhips, the part of the country 
from whenee he came was in a ſtate of the greateſt 
tranquillity. | 


Lord Donoughmore ſaid, that having taken an 
early and decided part in favour. of the Roman 
Catholics, he could not be ſilent when their cauſe 
was even mentioned in that houſe; he therefore, 

\ roſe to concur in the ſentiments, which had been 
expreſſed in their favour, and which, he was happy 
to ſee, ſo much the ſenſe of the whole houſe. 


The Lord Chancellor ſaid, I truſt it is unneceſſary 
for me to ſtate my cordial and hearty concurrence 
in the reſolution which has been moved by my 
noble friend, to which I ſhould have given my 
filent affent, if I did not feel it to be peculiarly 
neceſſary to relieve the public mind from a ſeries 
of exaggerated mifrepreſentations with reſpect to 
the Roman Catholic ſubjects of Ireland, which 
have been impreſſed upon it with uncommon in- 
83 * | . duſtry, 


I | mY 


mn 14s 


duſtry, which ſeem to have been, adapted by the 
two noble lords who ſpoke laſt, and w 

utter aſtoniſhment have been laid at the foot of 
the throne, in the name and on the behalf of 
that body of the people. When 1 read in the 
public prints a paper purporting to be the autho- 
rized petition of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 


preſented to his Majeſty by deputies appointed 


for the purpoſe, I did not ſuppoſe that any ſet of 
men would have dared to approach the throne, 
with a groſs and malignant deception upon the fa- 
ther of his people. But on enquiry I find, that 
this printed paper is an authentic copy of a peti- 
tion which has been preſented to his majeſty, as 
containing a full and fair ſtatement of harſh and 
oppreſſive reſtrictions, wantonly impoſed by the 


legiſlature of this country upon his Catholic ſub- _ 


| jects, and therefore it is that I ſeize this firſt op- 
ortunity, publicly to detect and reprobate the 
impoſjtion. It is not my intention at this time, 


minutely to enter into the claims advanced by 
our Catholic fellow-ſubjects; whenever they come 


diſtinctly before us, I truſt they will, receive a 


fair, candid, and temperate diſcuſſion. I have 


never known a ſubject which ſeems ſo peculiarly 
intereſting to this country, for upon a full and 
diſpaſſionate inveſtigation, and a juſt decifion 


upon it, will hang the internal peace of Ireland, 


and her conſtitutional connexion with the people 
of the Proteſtant empire of Great Britain. For 


the preſent it js my intention to confine myſelf to 


the unpardonable mjſtatements of the ſituation of 
the Catholic ſubjects of Ireland, which ſeem to 
have had their full effect on the two noble lords, 


and have moſt unadviſedly been made to his ma- 
jeſty on their behalf. It has been ſtated in the 
1 B 2 | name 


ich to my 
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name of all the Catholics 'of Ireland, chat they are 
totally prohibited from keeping or uſing weapons 
for che defence of their houſes, families, or per- 
ſons, whereby they are expoſed to the violence of 
burglary, robbery, and affaſhnation. The prohi- 
bition is ſtated as general, and without exceptian ; 
and that the conſequence has been, that the whole 
-are the victims of plunder and aſſaſſination. 
With reſpect to the laws made in the reign of 
King William for diſarming papiſts, no man who 
knows the hiſtory of Ireland, can heſitate to ſay 
chat ſelf-defence and felf-preſervation rendered 
them at that period a meaſure of hard neceſſity. 
But it would have become the men who have 
taken into their hands the cauſe of the Catholics, 
to have Rated, that in theſe laws there is an excep- 
tion for every man of that perſuaſion, who ſhall 
obtain a licence from the lord lieutenant and 
privy council to carry arms; and that fuch a 


licence, has never in any inſtance within the me- 


mory of man, been denied to a Catholic whoſe 
rank and education entitled him to it. And Iam 
ſorry to ſay, that at this hour, ſuch is the rude 
ſtate of the lower order of the people of all religi- 
ons in Ireland, that if offenfive weapons are 00s 
put into their hands, eyery man of property who 
lives in the remote diſtricts, whether Catholic or 
Proteftant, will quickly feel to his coſt, that he is 
daily expoſed to the violence of burglary and 
robbery ; but the people, rude as they are, I am 
ſatished - have a general horror of affaſſination. 
Having thus ſtated the prohibition, as contra- 
vening the great original law of nature, which 
enjoins ſelf-defence, they aſſert that to enforce it, 
a variety of ſtatutes exiſt, not leſs grievous and 


8 1 in their proviſions, than unjuſt in their 
odject; 


mu 
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object; by one of which; enaRted within ſixteen 


ears, every Catholic ſubject af any rank or 


egres, 1 or peaſant, is compelled to go before 
2 magiſtrate and convict himſelf of the fingular 
offence in a freg country of keeping arms for his 
defence, and in caſe. of his refuſal, is liable to the 
penalties of fine and impriſonment, and to the 
vile and igngminigqus puniſhments. of the pitlary 
and wur aß If I had not in the particular 
ſituation of this country, in the year 19897, had 
occaſion to lagk into the ſtatute book, to ſee whe- 
ther any law exiſted for reſtraining the horrid ex- 
ceſſes committed at that period in the ſouth, 
a the eſtabliſhed elergy, I ſhould have been 
- Narthed at this bold aſſertian: to force any man ta 
_ cximinate himfelf upon oath, on pain of fine, im- 
priſonment, pillory and whipping, would be an 
outrage upon every principle of natural juſtice, 
which, would, ſtamp indelible difgrace upon the 
Juriſprudence of this country. To enact ſuch a 
W inſt an unofending people, to enforce a 
neral prohibition. of ſelf-defence; would be a 
ugh aggravation of outrage, if it were capable of 
aggravation. CAPO eye Bp x 


But what will be the aſlonichment of every 


man who hears me, when he knows that this ſtatute 


which has been thus ſelected for the purpoſe of 
wounding the feelings of both countries, has been 
moſt graſsly and unpardonably miſtated in its 
original formation, and that it now no longer 
exiſts; it was an act paſſed in the year 1776, to 
prevent tumultuous rikngs ; when the populace of 
the ſouth, calling themſelves white-boys, were in 
a ſtate of general tumult, and had committed the 

moſt horrid exceſſes, a clauſe was inſerted in the 


6 | E D 8! Ma. e 
act, authorizing magiſtrates to ſearch for arms 
and ammunition, and to ſummon papiſts, who 
might be ſuſpected to have either in their pofleſ- 
ſion, and oblige them to make diſcovery on oath' 
where they lay. If they refuſed to obey the ſum- 
mons, and to ſubmit to anſwer, they were ſubject 
to all the penalties or fines, impriſonment, the 
pillory and whipping; but there is an expreſs = 
viſo, which follows the clauſe, that no perſon ſhall 
be convicted, or incur any penalty, for any 
offence, upon any confeſſion or diſcovery made 
on ſuch examination ; that the examination thus 
taken, ſhall not be given in evidence againſt the 
_ perſon examined, unleſs he ſhall be indicted for 
' perjury committed upon his examination. Has it 
ever been alledged, that this law which was point- 
ed only at a rude and miſguided populace, was 
ever executed againſt an unoffending man? Or 
did it ever enter the mind of any man, that this 
clauſe was intended to enforce thę acts paſſed in 
the reign of King William, for difarming papiſts? 
and if any magiſtrate had preſumed to pervert it 
to this unwarrantable purpoſe, can there be a. 
doubt, that he would have been ſeverely puniſhed 
for his miſconduct ? But the act which was made 
on the ſpur of the occaſion, to meet a temporary 
evil, was made a temporary law, and actually ex- 
pired in the year 1784. And I am ſorry to ſay, 
that the ſame exceſſes which had made this ſtatute - 
neceſſary, were renewed ſhortly after the expirati- 

on of it, and a new law was made to reſtrain them, 
in which, however, there is no proviſion whatever 
to enforce the diſcovery of arms and ammunition 
in the poſſeffion of papiſts. 5 | 


Having thus miſtated the laws, by which eatho- 
lics are reſtrained in the uſe of arms, in the ſame 
5 ſpirit 
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ſpirit of exaggerated miſrepreſentation it is aſſert - 
ed, that no Catholic has any ſecurity for his per- 
ſonal eſtate, inaſmuch as the law allows and en- 
courages the diſobedient and unnatural child, to 
conform and deprive him of it. The unhappy 
father does not even by the ſurrender of his all, 

urchaſe his repoſe. He may be attacked by new 
bills,, if his future induſtry be ſucceſsful, and 
again be plundered by due courſe of law. 


By the Act of 2d Queen Anne, a conforming 
child was entitled to a maintenance and portion, 
to be charged on the perſonal eſtate of a Popiſh 
parent ; if the child thought fit to file a bill in the 
Court of Chancery for that purpoſe. But this pro- 
viſion has been in a great meaſure done away by 
the Stat. of 19th and 18th Geo. II. And by ſub- 
ſequent Stat. has in effect been completely defeat- 
ed. The Stat. 17th and 18th of the king authoriſes 
Catholics to purchaſe lands far any term not ex- 
ceeding nine-hundred and ninety-nine years, at 
any reſerved rent; and enacts expreſsly, that no 
maintenance or portion ſhall be decreed to a con- 
forming child out of any part of the perſonal 
eſtate of a Popiſh parent, ſave that of ſuch leaſe, 
as may be acquired under the powers given by 
that Act. The idea of the Legiſlature, in allowing 
_ Catholics to purchaſe lands for terms of nine hun- 


dred and ninety-nine years, was to give them in 


effect the whole beneficial intereſt in the land, 
without enabling them to acquire the freehold. . 
But the many advantages both to ſeller and pur- 

chaſer, arifing from this ſort. of transfer of land, 
were ſoon perceived; and the act of the 21ſt and 


224. of the King, enables Catholics to purchaſe 


the freehold and inheritance of lands, as fully and 
beneficially as any other deſcription of his Ma- 
; | _jeſty's 


ä F. 
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jeſty's' ſubjects may do; ſo that as the law nom 
ſtands, unleſs a Catholic ſhall chuſe in purchaſing 
land, to take a leaſe for 999 years at a nomina 


rent, purſuant to the act of 17 and is of the king, 


rather than to purchaſe the inheritance which he 
may do, there is no ſpecies of perſonal property 
on which the act of zd of Annie can operate in 
fayour of a confotming, child. 1t is therefore a 
raſh aſſertion indeed, cohveyed in terms of bitter 


indignation and .complaint, that the diſobedient 


and-unnatural child is allowed and encouraged 
383 to diſturb the fepoſe of his unhappy 

ther, and again and again to plunder him by 
the courſe of law. The fact is, that as the law 
now ſtands, the act of queen Anne is in this parti- 
cular a dead letter; and I'do not believe there is a 


ſingle inſtance in which it can now be enforced. 


Having thus miſtated the laws of which they 
complain, che perſons who act for the Catholics, 
proceed to accuſe the landlords of Ireland of un- 

ling and undifcriminate oppreffion; they affert 
that at the expiration of their leaſes, multitudes of 


the Catholic tenantry are expelled. from their 
farms to make room for Proteſtant frecholders. 


So far as my experience goes, and I think that 
few men are better acquainted with the ſouth of 
Ireland than I am, where a very great majority of 

the' people are of the Popith religion, I can ſafely 
fay, that this ſtatement is utterly unfounded. If 
the landlords in that diſtrict were inclined to this 
fort of oppreſſion, the fituation of the country - 
would moſt effectually defeat it, for there are not 
oteſtants in the country to occupy the ſoil. But 
the great misfortune of Ireland, and particularly 
of the lower claſs of its inhabitants, is, that at the 
ba | expiration 
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ication of every leaſe, the farm is put up to 
auction, and without conſideri rhether he be 


4 | | W 
Proteſtant or Papiſt, whether bebe induſtrious ot. | 


indolent, whether he be ſolvent or a beggar, the 
higheft bidder is declared the tenant by the law- | 


gent of the eſtate—T muſt ſay to the diſgrace 15 


of the landlord, and maſt frequently much to his 
advantage. it happened to me in the year 1783, 
to convaſs the county in which I live, and on an 
eſtate which had been newly ſet at 26,0001. a year, 


as I recolledt, I found but five proteſtant tenants. by 


But what are we to ſay to the aſſertion which 
follows this charge againſt the landlords of Ire- 
land? That many of his majeſty's Catholic ſub- 
x&s,. to preſerve their families from total deſtruc- 
tion, ſubmit to a nominal conformity againſt 
their conviction and conſcience, and preferring 
perjury to famine, rake oaths which they utterly 
diſbelieve. Let me here mark the character which 
thoſe men give of that body of people who have 
„„ cauſe to them They lay, that 
many of their body who have conformed, take 
oaths againſt their conviction. and confeiences; 


_ oaths whii they utterly diſbelieve. The oaths 


which a conformiſt takes are the oaths of ſupre- 
macy, allegiance, and abjuration. The firſt we 
all know a Catholic can't take with a ſafe conſci- 
ence, becauſe he is taught from his cradle, that 
the oceleſiaſt ical ſupremacy of the crown is a pro- 
phane uſurpation upon the authority of the Pope, 
derived to him by divine commiſſion. But I would 
alk, if on conformity, oaths are taken which a 
Cathelic diſbelieves, whether is it the oath of alle- 
giance or the oath of abjuration which 2 
his conviction? By the frſt he profeſſes his allegi- 
ance to his majeſty, by the ſecotrd he diſclaims all 

ky ö allegia nos 
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allegiance to the houſe of Stuart, and their title to 
the throne. I am myſelf ſatisfied, that the Catho- 
lic ſubjects of Ireland do heartily, willingly and 
truly take the oaths of allegiance and abjuration, 
and the charge made upon them by thoſe who 
have undertaken the office of their friends and ad- 
yocates, ſhews plainly that by deviating from a 
ſtraight line of truth in, their zeal for a difcovery 
of grievances, they have been betrayed into acts 
of great and unpardonable indiſcretion,—Their 
object ſeems to be not ſo much to obtain a redreſs 
of any ſolid grieyances, which may preſs upon the 
perſons of the communion, as to miſlead the peo- 
ple ofÞother country, and to incite the Catholics 
of Ireland to diſcontent and tumult ; with which 
view it is, I muſt preſume, that they have been 
told, that.the exiſting government of this country 
has been in the habit of committing repeated viola- 
tions of a ſolemn treaty, and that the Popery laws 
enacted here ſince the revolution have been enact- 
ed in the direct breach of the articles of Limerick. 
But the popery laws enacted in this country have 
no more relation to the articles of Limerick 
than any other code in the ſtatute book; firſt it 
ſeems to be a perfect new idea, that a general 
officer at the head of a victorious army, has any 
power to make a ſtipulation with a rebellious gar- 
riſon for civil immunities for any of the king's 
ſubjects, which ſtipulation is to be binding not 
only on the exiſting parliament of this country, if 
any did exiſt at the time, but on all future parlia- 
ments which ſhould be elected. What the valua- 
ble confideration paid by the rebellious garriſon 
could have been, or how it could bind the legiſla- 
tors of the country, I do not comprehend; and if 
any man can ſeriouſly entertain an opinion, that 
General Ginkle could by any capitulation which 
he made with the garriſon of Limerick, ſecure ” 
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the Catholics of Ireland civil immunities beyond 

the reach of the legiſlative power of the ſtate, 
he muſt entertain a very ſingular notion of the 
Britiſh conſtitution. But the fact is, that not one 
of the articles of Limerick relates to the whole body 
of the Catholics but the firſt, which ſtipulates, 
for them the ſame indulgence in the exerciſe of 
their religion, which they enjoyed in the reign of 
Charles 4I. and engages for his majeſty's good 


offices with the. parliament, to extend to them 


ſuch” further indulgences as may be conſiſtent. 
with the ſafety of Ireland. Let the men who 
complain of a violation of the articles of Limerick, 
compare the ſituation of the Catholics at this day 
with reſpect to their religion, with their ſituation 
during the reign of Ch. II. . 4 


By the act of ſupremacy, 27th Elizabeth, prieſts 
Who did not take the oath of ſupremacy, and 
acknowledge their ſovereign to be head of the, 
church, were baniſhed the king's dominions ; if 
they returned, they were ſubject to the penalties of 
treaſon—no perſon to contribute to their mainte- 
nance abroad on pain of a præmunire: perſons - 
diſcovering them in the kingdom, and not inform 
ing againſt them, were ſubject to fine and impriſon- 
ment. No child to he ſent abroad for education 
under the penalty of 100l. ſubjects who were 
actually abroad bound to return within fix months, 
to take the oath of ſupremacy. ,The act of unifor- - 
mity which paſſed in the reign of Charles II. pro- 
hibits altogether the celebration of the maſs, and 
both theſe ſtatutes were rigidly enfarced during the 
reign of Charles II. inſomuch that on the Duke of 
Ormond's quitting, the government of Ireland, 


there were but 3 Popiſh Biſhops left in this country. 
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The acts of ſettlement and explanation i — 
farther reſtraints upon Catholics, whieh _ 
rigidly ty enforced Nd i the reign of Charles H. 
What bs the fituation of the Cato of Treland ar 
this jr f vol refpe& to the exereiſe of their religi· 
not now barely under connivance; it iy 
it 7 5 the protection of the law, upon condi- 
tions which are eaſily performed, and are not 
complained of, and thereby the real clauſes in the 
acts of ſupremacy and uniformity, ſo far as they re- 
1 to the exerciſe of the Popiſh religion, are, in 
opinion, virtpally repealed; ſo that if we are 
9 As to the firſt article of Limerick, which alone 
relates to the whole body of the Catholics, I do not 
ſee that they have any founged = wad that it 
has been violated. 


1 85 2d artiele of ned which is what they 
r y rely upon, ſtipulates, that their eſtates 
ts and immunities belonging to them 
Jan be reſtored. To whom ? Not 8 the whole. 
of the Catholics, but to the baftüsdes of 
Limerick, Athlone, and ſome other Fortied places, 
and to officers bearing commiſſions from James IT. 
Theſe are the perſons to whom alone this article 
extends; and if any doubt could arife upon the 
conſtruction of , it has been removed by the act 
of Xing William confirming the articles of Lime- 
rich, ich enacts that this fer ond article ſhall be 
onftryed only to reftore the perſons compriſed in 
* to their eſtates as againſt the king, juſt as if they 
hag not taken a part in the rebeffion, and this toq 
on the exprefs condition that they ſhoyld be ad- 
judged to be comprifed in the wee of Limerick, 
in two years from the paſſing this act; and it 
is worth o erving, that þy the military articles of 
ad Limerick, 
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Limerick, an option is given to all pinot onti · | 
fled to the benefit of the capitulation, to quit the 


| be conveyed to France at the king's expence. 
And it is a fact perfectly well aſcertained, that 
more than ao, ooo of the native Iriſh availed them : 
ſelves of the ſtipulation, and were actually con» 
veyed to France at the expence of the crown, 
where they choſe to ſettle themſelves rather than to 
live at home under the goyernment of King 
_. William. It is therefore a ſtrange affertion to 
make at this day, that the plies laws for diſ- 
arming Papiſts, or for diſabling them to vote, was 
a breach of faith by the parliament of Ireland, 
and an infraction of the articles of Limerick, 
They could not in their nature bind the parlia- 
ment, and if they could, nothing in the ſhape 
of civil immunity was ftipulated by General 
. Ginkle for the whole body of the Roman Catho- 
lics. I have thought right thus far to correct the 
groſs and exaggerated miſrepreſentations which 
have gone forth upon this ſubject, and which haue 
been in ſome meaſure echoed by the two noble 
| lords who ſpoke laſt, and having been called upon 
by them, I cannot but ſtate my anxious with that 
the account of Catholic grievances may be finally 
ſettled'i in this ſeſſion; no man in the community 
is more ready than I am to enter coolly and diſ- 
paſſionately into the nature of their — on I do 
moſt ſolemnly proteft, that as an individual, 1 
never have, nor will I ever enquire what may be 
the religion of any man If he be an honeſt man, 
whatever his religion may be, it ſhall never in- 
fluence me in my private dealing, and the more 
zealous any man is attached to any religion which 


he n the Saar conſdence ſhall I * 


2 


kingdom, and a ſtipulation ia made thee they bel bY 
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lics in this houſe. 
ſtatute book which reſtrains their religious wor- 
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be inclined to place in him. But we all know 
No influence which religion has uniformly had 
upon the political government of every nation in 
Europe, and it is in this point of view alone, in 
which I will ever conſider the claims of the Catho- 
If there be a clauſe in the 


ſhip—if there be a clauſe which renders their cha- 
racters, their perſons, or their property leſs ſecure 
than the characters, the perſons or the properties 
of Proteſtants, let it be repealed ; but if any man 
can be ſo wild as to look to a total repeal of the 
Popery laws of this kingdom —if any can be ſo 
wild as to deſire to communicate the efficient 

wer of a free Proteſtant; to a great majority of 
the people of Ireland profeſſing the Popiſh religion, 


I do not ſcruple to ſay that it is an abſurd and a 


wicked ſpeculation ] am-ſatisfied that ſo long as 
the nature of men continues to be what it is; it is 
utterly impoſhble that a zealous Catholic can ex- 
erciſe the efficient powers of government in ſup- 
port of a Proteſtant- eſtabliſhment in Ireland, or 
in ſupport of her connexion with the Proteſtant 
empire of Great Britain, and therefore, if I am 
the ſingle man to raiſe my voice againſt es 4 
project, I will reſiſt it. | 


It is not to the a * 8 the Catholie 


religion, that I look upon this occaſion, it is to 
the principles of that religion; to which I know 


they are zealouſly and fuperſtitioully devoted. 
The influence which theſe principles have had 
upon the political government of every nation in 
Europe for centuries. If unfortunately for this 
country, we fhall ever be induced to make ſo 


fatal an experiment, we may reſt aſſured, that 
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the maintenance of a Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, 
and of our connexion with Great Britain, muſt 


once more be put to the iſſue of the ſword, and 
whenever the ſubject recommended to us from the 
throne, ſhall come into debate, I will ſtate without 
reſerve the grounds upon which Ihave formed that 


opinion; I truſt however, that no degree of lenity, 
or raſhneſs, or timidity will ever induce the parlia- 


ment of Ireland to yield her beſt ſecurity, for the 


peace and proſperity of the country committed to 


their care; whatever events may ariſe, I will per- 
ſevere in defending the preſent, conſtitution of this 
country, and tranſmitting. it to poſterity, and in 
ſo doing, I am ſatisfied, that I ſhall prove the: beſt 
friend of the people of Ireland, whether Proteſtants 
or Catholics, „TCC 


Lord  Dononghmore, made a few obſervations: o 
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Tun rar or TYRONE. in the ſpeech with 
which he prefaced his addreſs. to the King, in this 
houſe, delivered himſelf as follows, reſpecting 
that part of the ſpeech from the [throne which 
concerns the Roman Cathobies:, c- | 1, |; 
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. 
= That of firengthemng and cementing. 
um deſcriptions of farbjetds in ſupport of the 
efabbfhed conf aſcii mert the unanimous 
N of this houſe. No man can object to 
this principle; and if | to our Roman 
Catholic brethren is likely to promote the fuccefs 
of it, our adopting this, line of conduct towards 
them muſt be aldimarely wiſe. 


The conduct of thoſe perſons 
have the honour of being connect 
that of uniform plete. to the Catholics, until 

the requiſmion which was made in the laſt feffions 
of parliament, reſpecting the clemive frunchifr. 
They reſiſted the claim at that period, becauſe 
they imagined that the conduct of certain men 
of that body did not allow, at that time, a fa- 
vourable diſcuffion. ' I eonfefs ! 7 1 y agree in 

the propriety of the conduct of my connections 
at that period, and would have 3 them; 

I alſo cannot diſſemble my ſentiments, that the 

conduct of the Roman Catholics during the laſt 

ſummer, had not been conciliatory. As however, 
their fituation has been recommended from the 

throne, on a principle grounded in wiſdom, I 
think it impothble for parliament to decline in- 
veſtigating the fubject in the fuſſeſt manner; in 

doing ſo, my conduct will be guided by the great 
end recommended by his majeſty, the ſupport 
of the eſtabliſhed conſtitution ; and if in the diſ- 
cuſhon of the Catholic ſubject, it ſhall appear, 
that liberalizy cowards their claims can unite them, 
fo as to make a-common cauſe in fuppott of the 
conſtitution, I ſhall foel myſelf bound in duty, 


and in policy, to conunr in ſach mkaſures * 
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be brought forward in their favour, on that e 
nn and for that great ebd. 
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I truſt, that if this line of conduct - ſhall a 
adopted by the houſe, that the Roman Catholics 
will not be backward in affording every poſſible 
aſſurance, which can be made on their parts, that 
their diſpoſition to unite in affection with us ie 
fincere, and that a liberal conduct on the part of 
the Proteſtants, will produce in them ſentiments 
of moderation, of content, and of gratitude. 


In preſuming to defire the houſe to concur in the 
ſentiments recommended from the throne, I * 

not conſider that they will be pledged beyond the 
mere POE contained | in that recommenda- 

tion. 8 


1 mall certainly e 10 mylelf obliged by it to 
diſcuſs the fituation of the Catholics, - ny pledged 
to conceflion only conditionally. If in the diſ- 
cuſhon it ſhall appear, that liberality of conceſſion 
will procure additional ſtrength to the eſtabliſhed . 
conſtitution, I thall feel myſelf bound to adopt 
that line of policy. If, on the contrary, it ſhall 

appear, that no diſpoſition to conelliate on our 
part, is likely to engage the Catholics in a firm 
ſupport of our conſtitution and eſtabliſhments ; 


1 thall then confider myſelf as open to adopt any 


other' line of policy which the wiſdom of the 
houſe may ſuggeſt. 


Fd, 3 


The hon. Mr. Wally hald, ola etal to „ hi 5 
has been recommended in the ſpeech from the 
throne, reſpecting our Catholic fellow-ſubjects, 
he could not repreſs expreſſing his approbation on 
that head; he bad no doubt of the loyalty of the 

D Catholics 
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Catholics of this country, and he truſted, that 
when the queſtion would be brought forward re- 
ſpecting that deſcription of men, that we would 
lay aſide animoſities, and act with moderation and 
dignity, and not with the fury and violence of 
partizans. - | 3 


The Right Hon. John ONeill declared, it gave 
him much pleaſure to qbſerve, that the ſpeech re- 
commended to the attention of parliament the 
ſituation of the Roman Catholics. The loyalty 
and good conduct of that people were rapidly re- 
moving the prejudices of the conſtituent body; 
and there could be no doubt, that his majeſty's 
recommendation would have infinite weight not 
only with parliament, but with all ranks of perſons. 


Col. Blaquire—Every man has, I believe, here 
a right to repreſent any matter that may appear 
to him as a tendency to diſturb the peace of this 
houſe; and 1 muſt confeſs that in my mind, I 
think there is great reaſon to apprehend it. I 
read a printed paper about a fortnight or three 
weeks ago, and I have read it ſinee, ſtated by the 
friends of the Roman Catholics, which ſtrikes me 
to be a declaration to the approach of civil 
bloodſhed betwixt the Roman Catholics and the 
Proteſtants, and I think the paper plainly indi- 
cates my aſſertions; and I beg leave to repeat a 
part of this reſolution; but firſt I muſt ſay, that 
this paper writing was a reſolution from a ſociety 
compoſed of ſome of the firſt men in this kingdom, 
and I could not help obſerving, with ſome ſurpriſe, 


that I read the name of a perſonage of the higheſt 


_. quality, to have preſided on that day at the meet- 
ing, a perſonage eminent for his candour, * be- 
d e eee EE ved 
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loved by all for his affability. However, give me 
leave now, to repeat the very words ſtated in that 
VW n A 50 

4 We exult to live in a country, where the 
voice of the people, once plainly and decidedly 


- uttered, is a thunder which no government dares - 


refiſt, and before which all corruption muſt diſ- 

rſe ; the tumult of intemperance may be derid- 
ed and ſubdued by the feebleſt miniſters, but it is 
not within the limits of miniſterial daring to reſiſt 
the firm demands of the people“. m 


Is this language, fir, to be uſed to the council of 
the nation? Is it to be intimidated ? Is it to be 
forced to comply with meaſures that may be 
thought to endanger the conſtitution ? Such 
language, ſure, can but be conſtrued as a decla- , 
ration of domeſtic war, and as the forerunner of 
violent diſorder. Would it not have been time 


enough for ſuch a ſociety to have ſhewn their dif- 


approbation, when their requeſts had been refuſ- 
ed ? Is this like the language which an hon. and 
learned member, ſtated to the houſe at the cloſe of 
the laſt ſeſſion, that three millions of people eame 
in an humble and meſt humiliating manner, to 
aſk relief for their grievances, and that the de- 
eiſion of this houſe, be it what it would, ſhould © 
be receiyed by the Catholics moſt thankfully and 
gratefully? Now, fir, I ſhall only beg leave to. 
add, that I do not think that there is a man on 
this fide of the hopſe, nor on the other, but from 
that declaration, has reaſon to be alarmed, and 
that in the moſt ſerious manner. Sir, if this 
houſe is to be treated with fuch indignity, in my 
humble opinion, there muſt be an end to parlia- 
ment, 


D 2 | | Mr. - 


7 


20 COMMONS ; Jax. 10. 


Mr. Grattan after ſome other obſervations, ſaid, 
permit me to conſider the conduct of our miniſters, 
in its particular reference to that oppreſſed part 
of his majeſty's ſubjects, the Catholics. I db not 
mean now to go into their claims, I retain my 
former convidtdn 5 their favour ; but if I were 
- their enemy, 1 rag! not are of their treat- | 

ment. Our miniſtry begins by offering them a 
'- perſonal incivility, fo 1 Nate i in their publiſhed 
debate. I am not a judge of the fact, but they 

are of the impreſſion. al og were 15 eritieally 
and equſvocally ſituated with reſpect to political 
and civil rank, that even courteſy rom” a lord 
lieutenant's ſec. would have been a compliment, 
and flight. is an inſult. They ate the only part of 
his majeſty's, ſubjects ſo fituated ; the Catholics 
will 5 ſoon in that ſituation no longer; after of- 
fending the Catholics by manner, the next unad- 
viſed ſtep of our miniſtry was to attack them by ar- 
tifice, and accordingly they endeavoured to detach 


and divide, the landed intereſt of the Catholics 


from the body at large, which was an attempt to 
deſtroy the ſubordination of the common people, 
and to ſet. population adrift from the influence of 
property; and leaſt there ſhould remain Mill 
ſome influence over their minds, the miniſtry 
make ſome blind and imperfect overtures to the 
Catholic elergy, to detach them alſo from the 


claims of their flock, which was to detach their 


flocks. from them, and to leave that flock entirely 
. deſtitute of all principle whatever, aof fubordina- 
ion either to landlord or ecclefiaſtic. Tam not a 
friend to ſuperſtition or ſubjugation, and yet there 
is a certain degree of moral influence which the 
aſtor may ſafely have over his flock, and the 
landlord oyer his tenantry, without Which I fear 
| Jou 


Jax. ,19. COMMONS. 21 
vou would extinguiſh the ſoul of ſubordination ; 
however, the miniſter endeavours to leave the 
Catholic, over whom the ſtate cannot have, by 
connection any aſcendancy, free ſrom any con- 

troul or check, either of their church or their on 

ariſtocracy, &; 200 


X; and it is a ſtrong preſumption in 
favour of that body, thus ſet a drift as it were by 
the deſign, that it recoyered the principles of 
union, and has preſerved the principles of ſubor- 
dination, and ſhquld have left its enemies with- 
out even a pretence to oppreſs them. The next 
impolitic ſtep taken by our miniſter was the ĩuſti- 
fution of a paper war on the ſubject of religion, 
' the declarations as you will find in the Catholic re- 
port of the tranſaction, managed, procured, or 
ſanctioned by government, led to counter declara- = 
tion, and finally, diſcuſſion at large, on the 
broad principle of philoſophy; which , miniſtry 
knew was againſt them; and in an appeal to the 
people, who, from intereſt muſt have been againſt 
them - likewiſe, the miniſtry embitter this paper 
war, by its -own rhetoricians and ſcribblers, and 
_ publiſh notoriouſly from the Caſtle ſuch perſonal 
e raw. ainſt reſpectable Catholics, ſuch con- 
tumelious fue you. muſt recollect as written, 
. Publiſhed, and ſpread by the Caſtle againſt che 
Pretenſions and perſons of the Catholic body; 
ſuch invectives as muſt have rouſed the ſpirit of 5 
indignation as well as liberty, to vindicate their 
fame and fortunes againſt a ſcandalous and oppro- 


4 


brious government. 


The next unfortunate error in this buſineſs was 

aà declaration from a right hon. gentleman high in 

Confidence, that on a certain event government 
would ſuppreſs the Catholics with the foroe of both 

3 5 countries. 
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countries. I incline to believe the threat was un- 
authoriſed; nor do T pretend to ſay it was uncon- 

_ ditional ; it was on a certain event, or ſuppoſition, 
that theſe men committed fomething which go- 
vernment might call a great offence ; but who 
Had a right to ſuppoſe fuch a body of men will 
commit an act which will juſtify his majeſtys 
miniſters to. levy war on ſo vaſt a portion of his 
people: a liege ſubject, hving within the peace of 
the king, to fuppoſe him a rebel, in order to 
threaten him with arms, is to tell him he is not a 
ſubject but a flave. Without diſcuſſing any 
Further objections to ſuch language, it is ſufficient 
to ſay that the direct and obvious tendency of 
ſuch a menace, was to make' the Catholic body 
attribute to the ſucceſſes of France that ſafety and 
privilege which ſhould have appeared to proceed 
from the benignity of the king, and the juſtice of 
parliament. I ſay the tendency of ſuch a declara- 
tion; but the effect of it has been, I believe, only 
to manifeſt his majeſty's gracious and fignal inter- 
poſition, from his paternal love, for'his loyal ſub-- 
jects to afford them protection againſt his miniſter. 


j Jan. 10. l 


The next unfortunate error of our miniſtry was 
their interference with. grand juries againſt the 
- Catholics, becauſe they were giving to Te Proteſ- 
tant falſe hopes, at the ſame time that they were 
exciting againſt the Catholics falſe fears. They 
took the lead in fomenting a religious war, they 
began it, they acted in the mongrel capacity 
of country gentlemen and miniſters, they acted 
_ againſt the Catholies as country gentlemen,. and 
encouraged the Proteſtants as miniſters. . They 
had, T underſtand, informed the Britiſh miniſtry, 
that the influence of the crown could not induee a 

| | majority 
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majority to vote againſt Catholic pretenſom, and 
then they themſelves take a leading part to make 
that difficulty in the country, of which they com- 
plain in their diſpatches. To the country gentle- 
men they ſay, will you bear that theſe men n ſhall 
get the elective franchiſe, and to the Britiſh miniſ- 
ter, you ſee theſe country gentlemen ; and the 
conſequences of this conduct is, that the Iriſh 
miniſtry becomes parties againſt the people, and 
have a perſonal and country intereſt to exclude 
chem 3 not as Catholics, but as enemies. 

Among other inſtances of the 3 of 
miniſters, was, ſomething: of a religious war in an 
addreſs from the corporation of Dublin to the other 
corporations of the kingdom. I conſider this pub- 
lication as the act of = Caſtle, the act of their 
city delegation, the com poſition of their city. 
agents. The city has been a long time the object 
of their miſchief: whenever, the city is left to her- 
ſelf, ſhe will ever ſpeak with moderation and pro- 
71 and her miſtake in this addreſs has been to 

ave. reſigned her hetter underſtanding” to the 
intrigues and interference of the Caſtle. I ſhall 
obſerve on this publication ſo far as to ſay, that, 
according to the ſentence it pronounces, that the 


doom of the Catholic, in all times to come, is 


e excluſion from the franchiſe of the con- 
tution ; and, according to the law that publica- 
tion advances, the title of the Proteſtant to his 
lands and privileges is the right of conqueſt. If 
then the three millions of Catholics ſhould, with 
the aſſiſtance of twenty-fix millions in France, 
rebel and diſpoſſeſs you of your properties and 
charters, they have in the eity publication an au- 
- "”— a have the law of n and they 


have 
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have your excuſe for appealing to the le of con- 


queſt; becauſe they have by the ſentence of the cor- 
poration, nothing elſe to ay then! from the 
doom of contin oh 


The reſult of this interpolition of he Iriſh 
government in this religious war, the conſequence 
of having poured their angry ingredients into the 
cup of religious fury; has been that, as far as 
relates to Iriſh government, they have totally Toft 
the confidence of the Catholics; they have loſt 
the confidence of one part of his majeſty's ſub- 
jects by their enen and of the meh by their 
intolerance. : 


Hon. D. . The. 19 that L have eaſier 
in diſcuffion- of the Catholic queſtion in this houſe, 
and ,my connection with perſons of that ſet in 
my own country, makes it, as Ithink, incumbent 
on me ta. expreſs my warmeſt. thanks, and my 
higheſt approbation of that part of his Excellency's 
ſpeech that recommends the cafe of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland to the confideration of its 
parliament. -I'truſt, the Catholics will not for- 
get the parliamentary perſecutions againft them, 
which have been unremitting ſince the revolution, 
have ceaſed from the commencement of the reign 
of George the 3d; that he was the firſt Prince that 
ventured to recommend their loyalty and grievan- 
ces to the confideration of their. countrymen ; 
I truſt they will be the beſt prop of his crown, the 
beſt ſupport of the conſtitution : if ever they 
ſhould for a moment forget what they owe to their 
beneficent ſovereign, I will be aſhamed of what 
now is my pride and my boaſt, my attachment to 
We Tied e to them by N principle of heredi- 

| tary 
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tary and perſonal regard, Ipledge myſelf to them, 


to this Houſe, and to the world, that my exertions 


for their cauſe ſhall" ceaſe only with their perfect 


Uberation from the diſgraceful ſtate of civil diſabi- 
lity in which they ſtand. I have with ſome trouble 
and care prepared a bill for that purpoſe : to reſcue 
my friends from la very, to purify. the law' from 
abſurdity,*is my warmeſt wiſh. ; but it is a ſituation 


ko. which my wiſhes alone entitle me. His majef- 


ty's miniſters in this country will, I fuppoſe, bring 
forward his majeſty's meaſure before parliament. 
I am perfectly fatisfied to conſign it to their care, 
and ſhall be content to give them my zealous ſup- 
port, if the bill brought forward be what I think it 
ought for the Catholies; I will uſe my beſt endea - 
vours vil them to prevent their embaraſſing the 


meaſure by unreafanable demands. If, contrary 


to my expectations, it ſhould be a half race 
for them, I will endeavour to amend it. 5 

Right hon. Mr. Hiart. —Although hs Fight 
hon. gentleman has been pleaſed to expreſs, in 
ſtrong terms, his diſapprobation of the conduct of 


*z 


this houfs, 1 ſhould not think it reſpe&fal to the 


gentlemen WhO compoſe it, for me to enter into 
their juſtification. * With regard to that part of 
his ſpeech which concerns me perſonally,” and 
particularly with regard to my treatment of the 


Catholics, I muſt obſerve, that he has mentioned 


that the impreſſion he received was conveyed to 


him from the n of the” debates in | 
William: rect — | 1 


[Mr. Grattan, interru tig 1 . ſaid, 1 And noe | 
25 1 had done ſo, but that they had accuſed Him 
1 0b done ſo; for T was not a been of the 


n 


\ 
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1 y (refamtd My. Hobart ) watt i ; 
* oye ee ee 7 205 
9 unity 6 ainipg my -conil 
* regard e the * fel and f truſt ihe. pen- 
| en 641 nm 5 8 2 the 3 juſtice 4 
ele ve, t am incapa &,0 2 + an 
jon of his . ſahje wing joy 8 


When the Caols iy he # the Ds 125 ale f | 


io have ſupported in phe eel og certainly ga 
them no encouragement, becauſe I did 6-4 525 | 
myſelf warranted in To doing; 1 put if my 
lining w hold gut '« jong of x ieflef at thine 
time was any” 2 han ge 1 ns iyelined to 
believe that the ri n was equal! x 
guilty 28 And bees fe Ae they applied Ko 
de many other membe ente 20 Pre nt 
their petition, not n Fo who would com- 
pPly with their withe vent to this period, 


| . of the paper Jaws paſted in Great 
tai d expectations were then 8 . 
oy e meaſures might be ade = 
Wich that view 1 had Fa en oped fey 
of the Catholics, an + did then tecommend it 
moſt ſtrenusuſly to hon, to dope San | 
line of conduct, as the anly ground upon ahiith 
they could hope for amy, mamevt. - 
Whether this advice 1 orward their 
objects, I leave to the 243 but T mot - 
explicitly ſay, 7 the opinion 1 ww as Not to 
any particular deſcription of Catholics, but to all, 
as I could prove to the right hon. gentleman by 


them to him; which I am ready te do- 
Was this conduct purſue. by me with a defire 
to ſow diſcontent ?. was with the beft inten- - 


_ Hons n . wn 
p | 
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who had obſerve 


mort -fatisfi 


| "tenant to cent to 
tion of the: Roman Catch 

” a, mealyre, in his opinioh more fraught w 
EI and true political wifdem, and, he 


| Names: as it Pugh, it would tend more than any 
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14 * F 
k : 8 . $5 # 'Þ 
: * . ” . © 
* * e 2 1 
5 uh "i N 
£ : „ 
' . . * 
* 


7 e le the lord Revienants _ 
4 fe tart may venue to Tay, that iff 
at laſt ye JE ee to the Britifh miniſters, | 


| Sar he Ho would hot then grant 
dee edit hem bog ge have müde 4 

kalle FO eee and juries 1! 

am not 1 1 eta others but 1 


5 y "ae whe po fallen from the dt hen. 


man with 17555 
0 1 that 1 ati of # * Mcls as hs. 
ms to navy done. | 


EY ad, Sic hel prion oa vie : 
ha patted betweeti Mr. Grattan and Mr. Hobart, 
d, that Re did not oe Cot fro fi his f 1 * "oP friend _ 

r. Grattan) 48 having e ater Ws 
any want I petſotial 1 erm 1 "orig e 
lics ; he gerte n chat enen as deficient 
in attention jo the, bt ta 255 3 * Y 

r portinent n ö 
Houſe of Comnmotis, could rhink of charging him 
with 9 . to * man of ſet of men 


| whateyer. 


"ite then 5d, age ge FAY efordet bie 7 5 
ion, than to hear that morning; that 


his majeſty had given k in charge to the lord lie- 
rhamert a recnſidera- 


e queſtion. Ne vet wv ih 


venture to add, that if followed up by par- 


thing elſe to heal all diyifions, and dMiſe general 


"0 throughout che 1 it "_ in * 5 


Alade 2 5 cannot. 


20 e e of the. - 


conmons! 1 . 1 


5 the tile. to the Temple of Union among 
true Iriſhmen. An hon. gentleman (Mr. kat dey) N 
wha had ſeconded the addreſs, had 8 | 
ſaid, that they ſhould act in this bufineſs as re | 
qus.. temperate ſtateſmen, and not as. violent 
partizans. As for himſelf he did not know of 
any gentlemen who ſtood forth as partizans for, 
the Catholics, though they had, and juſtly, many* 
warm friends and advocates. If, however, ther” 
were ſuch, he ſhould only ſay, Let the legiſlature 
| take. the Roman Catholics to themſelves, and ſuſfet mo | 
man 10 go before them in the affeftions f the Roman 
Oathabics If the latter leaned to this or that man, 
or any particular ſet of men whatever, they did 
no more than men who feel themſelves opp 
would: always do, that. is, look with gratitude to 
thoſe who. 1ympathiſed with them, and bid them 
to hope for relief. Could any miniſter or parlia- 
ment annihilate ſuch propenſities? No. But they 
might turn the current of thoſe feelings into fuch 
channels as might be beneficial to their country. 
Was it agreeable to any rational policy, to the 
natural order of things, to ſee the Roman Catho- 
lies, that is, the major part of the people of 
Ireland, at one time leaning on the crown for 
ſupport, then lgoking for protection from ſame 
_ enlightened —— —. then following ſome per- 
ſons of rank of . own perſuaſiqn, then fixing 
their eyes on diſſenters, then on boch houſes © 
parliament, and Aſter all, turning their backs on 
the miniſtry. of their own country, and flying to 
the foot of the throne for relief. Was this ſeem- 
I — Was it to be endured much longer? And 
what was the cauſe of it but this that the Roman 
IT queſtion was not ſufficiently unde 
the country, or thas. 1 it had not been taken up 
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by parliament on that broad and liberal ground _ 
where it alone could find à reſting place. ' Moſt 
wifely and juſtly, therefore, did his majeſty, as 
the common father of all his le, call upon 
parliament to give all their ſerious and impartiak 
attention to this momentous ſube cc. 


Sir H. Langriſſie ſaid, when we -confider with  _. 
what unceafing induſtry, diſcontent and diſunion _ 
have been propagated through this country for 
ſome time paſt, we cannot but be impreſſed with - + 
3 and ſatisfaction; when e 
ſee the paternal care recalling our attention to pre- 
ſerve the ineſtimable bleffings we enjoy, and to 
maintain the ſtability of our happy conſtitution, 
by drawing elofer the bonds of intereſt and affecti- 
on amongſt us; when we ſee the common father of 
his people recommending to the wiſdom and libera- 
_ lity of parliament; ſo great and loyal a part of his 
majeſty's fubjects as the Roman Catholics: of. Ireland, 
we could not but feel a veneration for a ſovereign, 
whoſe admonitions are benevolence,” and whoſe govern- 
ment is liberty. The Roman Catholics have: at all 
times, on intereſting occaſions, proved themſelves 
good and loyal ſubjects, obedient to the laws, ate 
rached to the monarchy, and devoted to the con- 
ſtitution; as ſuch T have ever reſpected them, as 
ſuch, from my earlieſt years, I have endeavoured to 
ferve them; and though, on ſome occafions I was 
obliged to conform my efforts in their ſervice, to 
the ſenſe and temper of the times, I have never for 
a moment changed my opinion concerning the 
wgrits of their claims; and I muſt do the preſent. 
adminiſtration” the juſtice to ſay, they were ever 
defirous to go as far in their ſervice” as they found 
the temper of parliament would permit; that the, 
32 AT ae OE 


öf our laws and conſtitution; a nation of demo- 
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queſtion was not what you would concede 
to thoſe merits and thoſe claims, but that you 
ſhould on a future day, in eempliance with his 
majeſty's - gracious recommendation, take them 
into confideration ; that when that day ſhall — 5 
I ſhould be happy to bear teſtimony to one, a 

to ſupport the other. That I would only ſay at 
pPreſent for the Roman Catholics, that I remem- 
bered when they came forward to reſiſt the invaſion 
of a foreign enemy; and that I now ſaw. them 
ready to reſiſt the invaſion, not perhaps of - 4 
foreign force, but of ſoreign principles; for we 
have been informed from the throne this day, and 
we all know, that a great and populous nation has 
proclaimed hoſtility again every ſerious eſtabliſh- 
ment in the world, and aſſumes to be the arbiter 


oracy, (as they call themſelves) but in fact a nati- . 
on compoſed of 24- millions of kings, and 730 
— which 730 ſubjects are in à ſtate of 
vaſſalage and ſubjection, more degrading than can 
be exampled- in the hiſtory of flavery; who haye 
erected themſelves into à tribunal te try their 
king, without being entruſted with the power to 
acquit'the innocent: who call chemſelves legiſla- 
tors, without the authority to make a law. We 
all know that evil deſigus, a reſtleſs ſpirit, and the 
3 of innovation, have laid ſiege to the 

ppineſs of the world; and that the moſt perni- 
oious doctrines are induſtriouſſy propagated 
_ through this country ; that every principle of the 
human mind, however dear from its utiſity to our 
happineſs, however indiſpenſible from a ſenſe of 
duty, however ſacred from the authority of laws, 
or obligation of oaths; had been avowedly attack - 


_ © od; chat, though there was in this country a 


multitude 


If 
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multidude of good and loyal ſubjects who felt the 
bleflings of a ſovereign, Dy protection 
and common juſtice to all; though there was a 
foree of loyalty fuſkcient to diſappoint the uiti- 
mate ents of turbulence-and ſedition; yet public 
diſorder was ſo great an evil, that the moſt diſtane 
appearance of it muſt alarm our apprehenfions, 
and call forth every precaution; for there. nerer- 
was a new doctrine, howeyer oontrary to reaſon, 
however ſubverſive of happineſs, that did not in 
the vacuity of the human mind, find room for its 
reception amongſt the multitude. ' That when we 
conſider ſueh a country as Ireland, in all 
its circumſtances the moſt favoured ſpot under 
heaven, in the progreffive growth of arts, agricul- 
ture, commerce, and profperity,. every day better 
than it was the day before ; and not-endowed with 
the fallnefs, exempted from the ills. incidental 
even to maturity, and lefs burthened by taxes 
than any country in Europe; —bieſſed with 
conſtitutional libemy, ſacred and ſecune as any 
that ſtands recorded in the hiftories of the world: 
when we fee ſuck a country diſturbed: by the 
voice of diſdentent, er threatened by the hand of 
fedition; when we hear and road doctrines propa- 
gated which tend to level the monarchy, to ſub- 
vert the conflitution, and deſtroy our kappineſi 4 
when we fee the rhapfodics of fedition, the rudi- 
ments of rebellion, hawked about the flireces: 
like commen merchandize, for the uſe of man, 
Told in great bargains to wholeſale adventurers, 
with every eneouragement to thofe who buy 0 
fe?l again; or with a mom miſchievoys liberality; 
circalated gratis, as it were ſeattered abeut by che 
winds, like the Sybils leaves of old, conveying 
dark propheſies to dehade che people, and . 
e. : | | | t m | 
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them out of their happineſs; when we ſaw ſuch 
things were, it was time to unite all conditions and 
perſuaſions of men, whoſe tenets: were loyalty ; + 


de powers of the ſtate, the force of the laus, and 


the weight of individuals, to e the infatuati- 
on, and avert the calamity. | 55 


| Doctor D ſaid, I can nor agree to the 
Sent propoſed by the right hon. gentleman, 
becauſe ſuch an amendment is evidently calculated 
to.entrap this Houſe into the expreſſion of a ſort 
of approbation of the claims of the Roman Catho- 
lies, contained in their petition to the throne, and 


thereby artfully to obtain a ſort of prejudgment in 


favour of the catholic queſtion by ſurpriſe, before 
it comes regularly to be conſidered and debated in 
the Houſe. No man in this Houſe has a kigher' 
reſpect for the recommendation of our | gracious 
monarch than I have, or will take more pains ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider the catholic queſtion.; but 1 have | 
read in the public prints a copy of a catholic peti- 
tion preſented to the throne; and if ſuch be a true 
copy, I pledge myſelf to this Houſe to demonſtrate, 
chat one third of it is made up af groſs miſrepre- 
ſentation, and another third of it o rank and no- 
torious falſehood: and if my moſt gracious ſove- 
reign has been miſſed by the contents of ſuch a 
tition, into an opinion too favourable to the 
- intereſts of the Roman Catholics of this nation, it 
mall be my buſineſs, when the queſtion comes re- 
gularly to be debated in this Houſe, to expoſe the 
miſrepreſentation and falſehood of this production 
to his majeſty's miniſters, and to the nation in ge- 
neral; and to convince the Roman Catholics of 
the country, that fair, honeſt, and due repreſen - 
tation: o their * will be hereafter more 
r 1 beneficial 


t 
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beneficial to them. And as the recommendation 
of his majeſty to this Houſe reſpecting the Roman 
Catholics, may have been procured by fraud and 
impoſition, (as for the reaſons aforeſaid I much 
ſuſpect) 1 ſhall take care to withhold my aſſent 
from this amendment, or form any other amend- 
ment which may tend to expreſs any opinion on 
the Catholie queſtion, till that buſineſs is brought 
regularly to be debated and conſidered in this 
Houſe. | 

Mr. . then roſe I once e thought myſelf ex- 
ceedingly unfortunate to poſſeſs à ſeat in this 
Houſe. Three millions of his majeſty's ſubjects 
did me the honour to requeſt, I would prefer their 
loyal, their dutiful, their humble petition to this 
Houſe. I thought it my duty, as a member of 
this Houſe, to comply with their requiſition ; and 
I endeavoured by my language to encreaſe if 

poſſible, the expreſſion of their loyalty, dutiful- 
net and humility. The petition was, it is true, 
received, but to my aſtoniſhment, on the the ug 
ceeding day, the adminiſtration expunged it and 
its reception from the journals of this Houſe with 
reviling calumny and precipitation. I then felt 
ſome humiliation. in eyen the execution; of my 
duty. But, Sir, I feel heartfelf ſatisfaction and 
exculpation in the benignant and liberal ſpeech 
of our molt gracious ſovereign. We hear his pa- 
ternal benignity and liberality recommending 
from the throne theſe complaints, which you re- 
jected from the Houſe of parliament, I fee the 
ſovereign of his people, in effect the vindicator of 
my conduct, the reprover of his adminiſtration, 
and the advocate of his oppreſſed ſubjects. 


F Mr. 
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Mr. Bufke ſaid, when the Catholic petition was 
preſented, there was not a man who even profeſſ- 
ed an expectation that the meaſures would then 
be carried ; they profeſſed a wiſh for no more than 
that the ears of Proteſtants ſhould be familiarized 
to their claims, and a hope that reaſon and juſtice 
would bave their effect, after that deliberation 
which ſo great a ſubject required, The petition 

was not rejected on the principle that their claiggs 
were inadmiſſible; the very contrary of that 
principle was ſtated, and among others it was 
ſtated by himſelf. What was more right, or more 
natural, or more ſuited to the dignity of parlia- 
ment, than that on ſo great a queſtion they ſhould 
confer with their conſtituents, and take time for 
deliberation,? The reſult of that deliberation, I 
truſt, will be a great and ſubſtantial meaſure, 
granting them at once. eyery thing, except what 
would appear injurious to thoſe of both perſuaſi- 
ons. A twelve-month, the uſual time for a Roman 
Catholic candidate to declare his pretenſions to an 
office, was not a very long time: for them, to wait 
before their pretenſions, great and general as they 
were, ſhould be decided upon, nor for us to delibe- 
rate, before we reviſed the policy of our anceſtors, 


Mr. R. Sheridan, roſe laſt in the debate, he ſaid, 
an adgreſs, expreſſive of loyalty to the ſovereign, 
> and unſhaken, attachment to the conſtitution, 
ſhould ever have, let who would be in or 5 50 
Power, his eordial ſupport; he did not, however, 
confider that in voting for the addreſs, any mem- 
ber was bound to any particular meaſure, recom- 
mended from the throne ; and he conſidered him- 
felf free, as to that momentous queſtion relating 
to the Roman Catholics. Having mentioned that 
7 1 ſubject 


Y — 


%. 


Jay. 11. COMM ONS. | 3 
ſubject, he faid, his feelings would not allow him 
th hear the obloquy caſt upon adminiſtration for 
heir conduct on that queſtion, in the laſt ſeſſion, 
without taking his ſhare of the cenſure ; he had 
yoted with them ; he knew nothing of miniſters 
but in that Houſe ; and on that queſtion it was fair 
to ſay, they divided with the largeſt majority per- 
» haps ever known, cotapoſed of men the firſt in 
character, property, and talents in that Houſe, 


% 
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Ms. GRATTAN moved the tollowing amend- 
ment be made in the adtreſs, after the word tors 
Fitntion, in the nitith paragraph: he; 
* We admite the wiſdom which, at ſo critical. 
a ſeaſon, has prompted your majeſty to come for- 
ward to take a leading patt in healing the politi- 


eal diſſentlons of your people on atcount of reli- 


gion. We ſhall take into our immediate confide- 
ration the ſubje& graciouſly recommended from 
the throne; and at a time when doctrines pernicious - 
to freedom, and dangerous to moharchical goverti- 
ment, are propagated in foreign coufitties, we 
| ſhall not fail to impreſs your majeſty's Catholic 
ſubjects with a ſenſe of the fgalat and eternal 
obligation oy owe to. the throne, and to your 
majeſty's royal perſon atid family.“ 1 

| e Mr. 
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Mr. Conolly, ſaid, it was repeated 3 We 


throne, that the houſe ſhould treat their Catholic 
brethren with liberality. I haye ever given my 
eonſent to eyery - meaſure propoſed for their 
relief; I will now. uſe the liherality which the 
fpeech from the throne recommended : but I 
will agree in participating with the Catholics the 
whole conſtitution, only, provided they would 
join hand in hand with their Proteftant brethren, * 
and lay the axe to the root of corruption. But if 
the ſyſtem of corruption - ſhall be continued, as 
at preſent, and if the Catholics were admitted 
into the conſtitution, it would be only making 
bad worſe it would be only throwing new difh- 
| culties and new expence in the way of members 
of parliament, which * certainly would not 
be at the loſs of. 


Hon. D. Browne—T will vote for that pan of | 
the addreſs, that thanks his majeſty for continuing 
Lord Weſtmorland in the government of this 
country, becauſe I have ſupported his adminiſtra- 
tion. 1 have done ſo without office, without hope 
of office, or ever intend to take office ;—I: have 
done ſo on the principle that has directed the votes 
of other gentlemen in my fituation. I think that 
in the claſh of parties the people have generally 
little concern. I conceive that when trade, reve- 
nue, public. and 'private credit haye increaſed 
under the auſpices of government ; that no new 
taxes during the non have been heardof; 
that no ſtretch of power has been made, injurious 
to the liberty or property of the ſubject; that it 

was a juſtification, and that I owe it as a duty to 
my conſtituents, to ſupport a government under 
which the country is in a ſtate of unexampled 


roſperit 
* The 
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The real grievance of Ireland is the popery laws, 
by which the majority of its people are precluded. 
from the enjoyment of thoſe benefits; and I am 
happy to expect that the liberality of parliament 
will ſpeedily do that injurious diſtinction away 
and then that the fituation of Ireland will be en- 
viable indeed, enjoying the bleſſings of the Britiſh 
conſtitution: without its debt or its taxes ;. all we 
| ſhall want will be a ſenſe of the happineſs we 
thall enjoy, if we pleaſe it. I never took an 
office from the principle of always having it 
in my. poyer to take. that part in parliament, 
without reſtraint, that to my judgment, ſuch as 
it was, feemed beſt; that in the Catholic queſtion 
J have voted differently from government, and I 
would do fo had the governor been my brother, 
and that his exiſtence depended on my vote; but 
that T think it a juſtice to government to ſtate, 
that the Catholic cauſe was oppoſed in the laſt 
ſeffion by the prejudice and intereſts of their own 
countrymen, and not by government. If the 
miniſter of Ireland informed the Britiſh miniſter 
tha the could not carry the wiſhes of the Catholics 
through the Iriſh parliament, he informed him 
rightly ; if he ſtated, that the Proteſtants oppoſed 
almoſt univerſally the Catholics getting the-elec- 
tive franchiſe: Never, fince the revolution, was 
there more prejudice againſt the Catholics, than jn 
the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, and I think it was 4 
ſtrong meaſure of government to carry through 
for them what they got. From whence aroſe the 
change in diſpoſition, that diſplays itſelf now, 
fimply from the change of the times from the laſt 
year to this? From a' rational Proteſtant ſeeing 
the impoſſibility of maintaining a monopoly op- 

fite to reaſon, to the bulk of the people, and 
the inclination of the ſovereign, 


The 
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The Hon. Col. Hutchinſon. —Sir, the king has 
been, pleaſed in his ſpeech from the throne, to 
recommend to your moſt ſerious. confideration, 
the Roman Catholics of this kingdom. By this act 
his majeſty has demonſtrated both his beneficence 
and his wiſdom ; his beneficence, becauſe he knows 
they have been oppreſſed; his wiſdom, becauſe he 
is convinced that he does not poſſeſs a more attach- 
ed, a more loyal, or a more affectionate body of 
fubjects than they are. n 


I had the honour of telling you laſt ſeſſion of 
parliament, that your 'prejudices on this ſubject 
would not long continue. Events have proved 
that I was right; and. at the ſame time, when 
I ſay this, God forbid that any man ſhould e 

1 poſſeſs that inſolent deſpotiſm of mind, which 
would induce me to place my . as the 
ſtandard of right or wrong, of truth or . 
or that want of candour which would deny that 
an honeſt man, with the pureſt and beſt of inten- 
tions, might not have taken a contrary part on fo 
great and ſo important a ſubject. I am happy 
when I conſider the line of conduct I then follow- 
ed, but I cannot triumph in it. At a moment 
like the preſent, I ſhould be ſorry, indeed, were I 
capable of exulting in the humiliation of parlia- 
ment. ö ö 


I am willing, Sir, to reſpect majorities, even 
when I differ Bom them, as much as any man; 
however 1 can never allow, that almoſt all the 
integrity and ability of this Houſe were. to be 
found among the 210, who voted for the reception 
of the Catholic petition. On the contrary, I 
think that on that night I had the honour to _ 
wit 
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with fame of the ableſt and honeſt men whom this 
country ever faw; ane man in particular, whoſe 
Na . will be felt and admired ay long as the 
'Engliſh language ſhall be known and underſtogd, 
or there ſhall remain a man of true taſte in theſe 
kingdoms z whaſe patriotiſm, and integrity ſhall 
be 1 as long as public virtue retains a 
friend: the hiſtorians. of future times will rank 
him among the. benefactors of nations; among 
that chaſen band, who deſerve the recollection of 
a grateful poſterity, It will then be remembered, 
that the ſame man led this country to eee 
to conſtitution, and to union. 


2 hope to hear no more of corporate reſolutionsz 
atleafh 8 for the future, I hope they may be written 
with the ſanity of men, and the moderation of 
gentlemen ; theſe reſolutions are I fear ſometimes 
compoſed: under the oppreflion of indigeſtion, ax 
may be the hally Walen of OY warm with 


Kink: 


' When I read 9 Proteſtant tyranny, and Ca- 
tholie ſlavery, were derived from God, and that 
the misfortune of the anceſtor was the charter ef 
the defcendant, I forgot the blaſphemy in the 
monſtrous proſeription of the claim, and in the 
fooliſn aſſertion that Proteſtant power had no 
better origin than farce, and conſequently no bet 
ter ſupporter than the bayonet. | | 


Major Dayle, fajd, the hiſtory of paſt ages Hon 
not. praduced a. moment more pregnant with 
awful events, than that at which. F have the honaur 
to address you, But amidſt the many ſerious eon 
ſidrrations which claim, your attention, owe, of 
| predominant | 
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predominant magnitude, irreſiſtably demands ex- 
eluſive preference. What ſubject can ſtand in 
competition with the happineſs of three-fourths of 
our countrymen? Let me correct the expreſſion; 
the happineſs of the whole community is at a ſtake, 
For it is the righteous doom of heaven, that 
whereſoever man ſhall tyrannize over his brother, 
jealouſy and fear of the oppreſſed” blight every 
comfort of the oppreſſor. Nay, were it poffible to 
ſmother apprehenſion, the heart becomes ſo vitiat= 
ed by the habit of ſyſtematic injuſtice, that it loſes, 
its beſt capacity of enjoyment. + © 


—_- 


I abjure you, therefore, by every tie that can 
influence mankind ; by your humanity, by your 
juſtice, by your deareſt intereſts, to weigh diſpaſſio- 
nately the ſituation of the Catholics of Ireland, to 
which his majeſty particularly points/your atten- 
tion, with a benignity only to be equalled by the 
wiſdom of the meaſure. - The Catholic ſubjects at 
leaſt treble the number of all other deſcriptions 
united ; their loyalty to their ſovereign, and fide- 
lity to their fellow-citizens, has for a century ſtood 
unimpeached, under circumſtances the 'moſt try- 
ing, under opportunities the moſt inviting ; yet 
theſe men ſtill remain'as aliens and almoſt unac- 
knowledged in their native land. Wo 


In the maturity of merits ſo long proved, they 
have, at length, come forward walk from you the 
rights of citizenſhip. An hon. gentleman has ſaid, 
and even thought it an effort of liberality, that 
all privileges ſhould be extended to them, con- 
fiſtent with the /afety of other perſuaſions, and the 

\ Proteſtant Aſcendancy. Sir, this is an invidious t 
way of ſtating the queſtion, and not leſs erroneous x 
| e | than r 
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than invidious. No danger exiſts from the Catho- 
lic participation of privileges; it would give them 
a civic intereſt, which muſt overbear every-confide- 


ration, flowing ow 'the difference N ain | 
opinion. 7 f 7 l | 


In truth WP. bike nought elſe to 18 wich the 
Mon. Happy would it be for the Catholics, 
heir claims were to be tried by the criterion of 
Our holy religion, which preaches to its followers 
the balmy ſpirit of philanthropy; and teaches; us 
th wo unto all men a wwe peu ae, unto us. 


Th queſtion now de itſelf too diſtinctly to 
127 of any gloſſes with which petty intereſt has. 
heretofore diſtinguiſhed its real quality. If there 
ſhogld be in this aſſembly any men, who for a 
ſelfiſh advantage have conſtantly obſtructed the 
courſe of juſtice to the Catholies, to them I will 
ſay “ You have ſhewn yourſelves unequal to 
embrace even the r Pig policy which you 
affected to admire. Had it been your object to 
maintain a diſparity of condition between the 
Proteſtants and Catholics, you ought to have ex- 
tended to the latter at leaſt ſuch a portion of ad- 
vantages as would have been a decent price for 
their acquieſence and ſubmiſſion . But in the true 
ſpirit of haberdafhers of juſtice, you have haggled in 
vour bargin, till a generous pride has forced the 
Aerts = to aſſert the integrity of his birth- right, 
and demand the full extent of what is due to him 
as the citizen of a free community. 


It is ſaid they have already received bels from 
| the. legiſlature. I admit it, and I ſee that the 
country has improved accordingly. The proſpe- 
rity of Ireland has proceeded par! paſſu with Catho- 


lic emancipation. Convinced that the one cannot 
G 5 
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be perfect, without the completion of the other, 
I ſhall give my voice decidedly. and unequivocally 
for the entire and total remaual of every th/qualification - 
_ whatſoever, which now prefſes.pn the Catholic ſub- 
jets of Ireland. As a ſubject devoted to the in- 
tereſt of my ſovereign, and his. illuſtrious houſe; 
as a ſervant, attached by every tie of gratitude 
to a Prince, whoſe; intereſt mulſt be, as 1 kno! 
his affections are deeply engaged in the welfart 
af this kingdom—and as an Iriſhman, 'anxious 
for the liberty of my country, I urge the only mea- 
ſure that can ſecure both; Ml actum reputans, 
guid ſupereſſet agendum. And when 1 allude to that 
Illuſtrious Perfonage, it is to à Prince, who, in re- 
turn for his generous protection, requires. no vena 
dereliction of principle, no flavith ſuppteon e 
ſentiment.— But who will give credit to; the -ho- 
neſty of an opinion, though it may differ from 
his own inclinations- -a Prince who has the mag- 
nanimity to ſcorn the adulation of intereſted pa- 
rafites, or the ſervile ohſequiouſneſs of an intimi- 
dated head and wha-ſeeks a tribute worthy of 
conſcious manlineſs, in the dignifying, becauſe - 
ſpontaneous, homage of a proud and elevated 
ple !—The houſe will forgive, I am ſure, this 
irrefiſtible effufſion. This ;will. give you the ſtrong 
government the hon. gentleman wiſhes for; with 
this aid you may defy, Paine and all his works, the 
French mania and all their Jacobine emiffaries; 
you will have a united people tg oppoſe to all ene- 
mies foreign or domeſtic. Six, { confeſs, I love a 
ſtrong government, becauſe I know that liberty 
cannot exiſt without it; I will tell you how to have. 
one; make your people happy; and your gavernment will 
be firong—adopt the motto taken up by your chan- 
_cellor, I mean your late chancellor, be ju and fear 


net, and I am convinced that his majeſty, by his 
gracious 


— 
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gracious interpoſition in behalf of his oppreſſed ſub- 
jects, has given the beſt refutation to the anti- 
monarehical nor Paine b. 344 154 


Mr. Curran adverted to the rejection of the Ca- 
tholic petition by the influence of the Iriſh admi- 
niſttation. The principle, Sir, of chat! rejection 
has teen diſavowed by the throne. Adminiſtra- 
* naw an intereſt diſtinct from the united 
Wea, of the people; and their ſovereign. The 
reſent us lti0n, I. feel is between a ſovereign wo 
as ſa ved the people, and an adminiſtration who 
would have deſtroyed it. I will vote for that ſo- 
vereign and that people. Their petition was 
rejected by thofe who called themſelves their re- 
preſentatives; the next year that ſame petition 
paſſed-over that parliament, and approached the 
throne. Had it been rejected there, there remain- 
ed only one other throne for miſery to invoke, 
and from that laft and dreadful appeal, let it 
never he forgotten by Triſh gratitude, that we have 
been ſaved by the piety and compaſſion of the fa- 
ther of his people. The oppoſition te the amend- 
ment I therefore confider as conveying the fenti- 
ment which we felt of the profligacy which ' ex- 
poſed us, and of the gracious interpoſition by: + 
which we have ſo providentially been preſerved. 


Mr. Coote.—Sir, I declare that the charge againſt 
government, for having influenced grand juries, 
is totally deſtitute of truth: I am convinced grand 
juries would not be influenced by any government 
inthe charge alluded to; I will not ſhrink from 
openly and decidedly acquainting the houſe with 
the truth, ſo far as concerned a grand jury of 
which I had been foreman: That IT had propoſed 
to expreſs, a diſapprobation of the afſembling a 

TON. EY gQnvention: 
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convention in the metropolis; a meeting I con- | 
| ceived to be dangerous to the, conſtitution; that 
however, the grand jury had not acceded to my 
wiſhes, or agreed to any refolutions; that I have 
never conſulted, or even communicated to govern- . 
ment what I have done; and, that on points that. 
I conceived the conſtitutional intereſt of Ireland 
concerned in, I diſclaim the, idea of conſultj 
government; that I am perfectly aſſured t 
grand juries were ſuperior to the influence af any. 
government. I wave the diſcuſſion of reform, dr * 
of the Roman Catholics; when that important 
queſtion comes forward, I hope that the Froteſtant 
Nover and government will be preſerved, 


The Right Hon. the Provef of Trinity College. 1 
declare that I have never heard any ſpeech. from 
the throne, one excepted, which has given me 
ſo much ſatisfaction as the preſent. --I alude to 
that part of it, in which his excelleney has mentis,_ 
oned that he had it in particular command from. 
his majeſty, to recommend fuch meaſures as may 
be moſt likely to cement a general union of ſenti- 
ment among all claſſes and deſcriptions of his 
majeſty's ſubjects, and a ſerious attention to the 
ſituation of his majeſty's Catholic ſubjects with 
wiſdom and liberality. I think this part of the 
ſpeech reflected the higheſt honour on the ſove- 
_ reign, the miniſters in whom he confides, and the 
lord lieutenant who delivered it; I conſider it as 
the harbinger of peace and of liberty, the cement 
of our ſociety and the union of four millions of 
men into one nation. 


The exception to which I intend. to allude was 
the ſpeech of 1782, delivered by one of the moſt 


revered characters | in Britain, and one of the moſt 
| amiable 


"a 
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amiable men upon earth, which declared the free- 
dom and independence of our legiſlature: I con- 
ſider this ſpeech as a ſequel to that, and that a free 
legiſlature implied the freedom of its abject, and 
of all bodies of men for which it was to legiſlate. 
The right hon. patron of that meaſure (Mr. 
. Grattan) never intended to exclude from the 
benefit of it, three-fourths of his fellow ſubjects. 
4 what juſtice could we have complained of 
injuſtice of binding us by the acts of a legiſla- 
ture where we were not repreſented, if we were 
determined to perſevere in exerting that power 


ourſelves? Such countries alone are worthy of 


liberty as are ready to diffuſe it for the happineſs 
of mankind; thoſe of a contrary deſctiption are ' 
_ unworthy of that bleſſing, and will not keep it 
long; union could only be effected by repealing 
thoſe laws which were complained of, by a great 
majority of our people as injurious to their com- 
mon law rights; among thoſe laws I conſider the 
act of the 1ſt of the Fate king, excluding the 


Roman Catholics from voting for members to ſit 


in parliament,  . 


I think the legiſlature: had no power to make 
ſuch a law. Thoſe perſons were part of the con- 
ſtituents who had elected the Houſe of Commons, 
who concurred in making it, and one of their 
firſt acts was to exclude from the right of the elee- 
tion, part of thoſe conſtituents by whom they 
were elected, and whoſe repreſentatives they were; 
nor had they any right to deprive their ſovereign 
of the affiſtance of a majority of his ſubjects of 


the exerciſe of this franchiſe -I affirm. this to be 


unjuſt, and declare,. that in my 2 con- 
ſtitution could be happy, or deſerve to be ſo, 
which was founded in an act of flagrant injuſtice. 
252 | 0 I 6-4 01 F N The 
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The proceedings in 1782 were a renovation of the 
ald conititutiou of lreland, to which the Roman 


Catholics, as well as the Proteſtants were entitled; 
and that excluſion was more ſevere 8 the Ca- 5 
tholjes, becauſe the benefits obtaine 1 the yera 
1782, particularly the independence of the legiſla- 
ture, and the repcal of Poyning's law, were. os s 
the Catholics par for 4 in t [© Nn 1 143 and 
1788. ; «up > 


No man diſapprove more warmly TE I do, of 
the means then uſed for the acquiſition of thoſe 
objects; but theſe were proofs that this claſs of 
men were lovers of liberty, and friends to the 
conſtitution of their country, from the benefit, of 
which the ought not to be excluded. With a 
Proteſtant King, and a Proteſtang Houſe of Lords 
and Commons, I think neither the church nor the 
ſtate will be ia danger. I am .conyinced, it will 
be found ſa in experience, and that the world 
would be hereafter ſurprized, that any difficulty 


bad been made in reſtoring them to the rights of 


- franchiſe. I remember all the ſtruggles that had 
been made for the laſt thirty years, for the eman- 
cipation of the Catholics. | 


in every one of thaſe inſtances 0 ade 
were raiſed throughout the kingdom, and it was 
boldly aſſerted that thoſe innovations, as they 
were then called, would ſubvert the Proteſtant 
government and Proteſtant religion. But what 
was the fact? Not one of thoſe laws, againſt 
which a clamour had been raiſed, has ever proved, 
in the ſmalleſt degree prejudicial to either. The 
firſt of thoſe attempts was to allow them to extend. 
lands by. eligit, or in other words, to allow thoſe 
people to make uſe of the ſame benefits for reco- 


very 
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very of their juſt debts, that other ſubjects were 
intitled to. The bill however, after the moſt 
violent opbotitian, paſſed both Houſes of Parlias 
ment, but upon a repreſentation to Lord Hardwick; 
who had r Tora Chancellor, that the law 
would be be prejudicial to the Proteſtant religion; 
and to the connection between the two kingdoms, 
the, pill was ftopped in England: e WP 


It is but juſtice to the memory of that noble 
earl to ſay, that the ſubject was afterwards ex- 
lained to him, that he was concerned for what 
e had done, and promiſed his affiſtanice if the 
bill ſhould he again tranſmitted.” The Catholics 
were very much alarmed at this diſappointment, 
but were then aſſured that they had this right by 
common law, and. that no act of parliament had 
deprived them of it. The queſtion was afterwards 
brought before Lord Lifford, who expreſſed his 
ſurprize that any doubt could have been ever 
entertained of their right to wing br and yet 


this ſubject had been confidered in parſiament a 


of a moſt alarming nature, and as: highly ꝑrejudi—- 
cial to the church as well as to the ſtate in Freland, 


The next attempt was to allow them to take 
mrtgages. The object of the bill for that purpoſe 
was founded on the cleareſt principles for the 
benefit of Proteſtants, to enable them to borrow! 
money at moderate intereſt, and that the Catholics 
ſhould give the beſt ſecurity for their good-behavis' 
our, by lending their money on lands. This bill, 
after great oppoſition, paſſed the Houſe of Com- 
mons, but was rejected by the Lords. 


| The act giving them liberty to purchaſe the 
inheritance of lands, raiſed a great outery; it was 
altered in the commons to a liberty to take leaſes 
_ 2 | - # for 
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for 999 years, at a renewal rent; and paſſed in, 
that form with great difficulty.— The Catholics 
were dejected ; but were aflured, as the reverhon, . 
would be no advantage to the. Proteſtant ſeller, 
and as the term for years would not bring ſo much 
money to him as the ſale of the inheritance; that 
all perſons would be agreed, on the experience of 
thoſe facts, to give them liberty to purchaſe inhe- 
ritances. . , 


Such was the event; and thoſe laws which were 
repreſented as highly injurious to the Proteſtant 
intereſt and religion, have never been attended 
with any prejudice to either. By inveſting their 
money. in theſe purchaſes, the Catholics gave to, - 
the ſtate and to the kingdom the beſt poſſible 
ſecurity for their attachment to both. — When 
we look back on thoſe tranſactions it is inconceiv- 
able how it could have entered into the heart 
of man to, object to any of thoſe meaſures, or 
that any underſtanding could be ſo weak as to be 
impreſſed by ſuch objections. R 


Baut thoſe prejudices have not been confined to 
this body of men only. When any relief has 
been attempted to any religious ſect, it was ela- 
moured againſt as an innovation injurious to the 
Proteſtant intereſt. We all remember the nume- 
rous publications againſt the repeal of the ſacra- 
mental teſt, in ſupport of which I have encountered 
very ſtrong oppoſition. The act for confirming, 
the marriage of diflenters by their own clergy has 
been alſo very ſtrongly oppoſed, and predictions 
of the moſt fatal conſequences were made; but 
what has been the event? Has any one inconveni- 
ence been felt by any of thoſe laws in any part of 
this kingdom? I think not, and mention theſe 
ſeveral inſtances as cautions to gentlemen not to 
» ſuffer their minds to be impreſſed by any ill conſe- 
* quences 


Jux. it. commons ' 49 


quences which the imaginations of certain men, 
who are ever hated on thoſe ſubjects, ſhould enter- 
tain or endeavour to infuſe into the minds of 
others: #1 1:1. ! 
36} 23 04, -en, 

As the hèead of a rbieſtant teminaty, I 1 wal 
think myſelf as much bound to ſupport the church 
of Ireland as if 1 had the, honour of being a 
biſhop ; but I am convinced in my judgment, 
that the relief of the Roman Catholics would give 
additional ſttength to both church and ſtate b 
removing religious prejudices. I have been eve 
their advocate, and ſhall continue to be ſo while 
their requiſitions are reaſonable. I have always 
recommended it to them to look up to the royal 
b All the favours they have receiyed 
have proved that my advice was well founded: 

and I have never failed to recommend it to go- 

vernment to — ſuch a great portion of our 
fellow ſubjects to the crown by every proper act of 
favour and conceſſion. I truſt they will now 
receive the protection of thoſe concerned in his 
Majeſty's government, if it ſhould be otherwiſe;; 
h! 1 have no reaſon to believe, I ſhall he? 118 
this particular under the den of goin 
4 government. = | 


ny þ approved of the addreſs as fat as it went; but | 
think it does not go far enough. Whenever the 
crown has thought proper to recommend any 
meafure to parliament, it has been the conſtant 
mode of parliamentary Sab, to return the 
king thanks for his interpolition. There never was 
an interpoſition that c- Foe for the grateful ac-- 
knowledgments of parliament more than the 

preſent. It has been alſo uſual to add, that the 
BE nf H = 


- 
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Houſe will take the ſubject into its immediate con- 
ſideration; ſome words to that effect ſhould be 
now added. It will be alſo proper that this addreſs 
ſhould inform the Roman Catholics of this king- 
dom how highly they are indebted to their ſove- 
reign, and that, this conciliatory meaſure had pro- 
ceeded from his gracious interpoſition. 
An amendment had been propoſed to this 
effect, with which I entirely agree; the objection 
to the words religious animoſity, contained in it, 

does not appear to me to have weight; but ſuch 
as it was, might be eaſily obviated, by - changing 
thoſe words into the following, which is really the 
fact, palitical differences arifing from religion. 


Rt. Hon. . . Conyngham.—Sir, though many 
obſervations have been made in the courſe of the 
e ding day, moſt of which I intended to 
ke notice of in the time that the ſeveral ſubjects 
" ſhould come before the Houſe; yet as every 
member who had delivered his fentiments had 
avowed his determination to-ſupport the conſtitu- 
tion in king, lords, and commons, and the 
neceſſity of ſtrengthening his majeſty's govern- 
ment, at a criſis when foreign enemies were likely 
to add to thoſe internal ones, who had endeavour- 
ed to ſap the foundation of the conſtitution by 
their ſeditious proceedings, I ſhould not. have 
troubled the Houſe, as I truſt my attachment to 

the king and conſtitution were well known, ha 

not the gentlemen, in the general obloquy of the 
adminiſtration they were anxious to villify, involv- 
ed the. moſt uſeful claſs of the people of this 
, country—that claſs who know the ſentiments, and 
Fel the real intereſts of the people of Ieland—che 
| rendent 


3 
8 = 


a * 
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reſident gentlemen of the country, who attend the 


. aflizes, and are uſually members of the ſeveral 


grand juries. . 


x Gentlemen who had fo properly painted the 
critical fituation of the kingdom, and the neceſſity 


of promoting every plan of eonciliating the 
minds of the inhabitants of different perſuahons, 
had taken a range methad to effect that plan by 


miſrepreſenting the intentions of the reſolutions 
that were entered into laſt ſummer by the ſeveral 
; e and grand juries of the kingdom, and 

arging thoſe reſpectable bodies, as the dependants 
of what they call a profligate adminiſtration. 
Gentlemen ſhould know a little of the country of 
Ireland, before they take upon them to cenſure 
thoſe who are her beſt friends, thoſe are the reſident 
country gentlemen. It is not by; ſpending their 
time near the capital, never giving any attention 
to their tenantry in the country, or taking their 
ſhare in the duties of country gentlemen, that 


they can be judges of their ſentiments. Certainly _ .* 
many of them have merit in exercifing their 
abilities in ſupport of the conſtitution, but ” | 5 
totally ignorant of the country. If they ſhouM..- - 


attend thoſe grand juries, they would know the 


* - 


real ſentiments of the people of Ireland; they 


would "Know they are not dictated to, and they 


would know that thoſe country gentlemen poſſeſs 


that honeſt jealouſy that would ſpurn with indig- 


nation at ſuch miniſterial propoſitions. ' I entreat 
gentlemen not to aggravate anyKealouſies that 
might have ariſen, which would be as fatal as 
for the crew of a ſhip in the midſt of the ſtorm, 
inſtead of uniting to ſave the veſſel, to revive 
their private animoſities, and charge the captain 
with his paſt cruelty and ill uſage. 

Hz I believe 


— r 5 223 
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1 believe, Sir, the beſt refutation is to ſtate facts 
that came to my knowledge, that I had been in 
the north of Ireland at the time that I received the 
firſt notice of Mr, Byrne's circular letter. The 
plan recommended was ſecretly attempted in that 
part of the country, and copies of Mr. Byrne's | 
letter having been printed at Derry, by order of a - 
Roman Catholic Prieſt, they fel} into the hands of 
the mayor, and the gentlemen of that city bein 
very much alarmed at the arguments made uſe £ 
by Mr. Byrne, ſimilar to thoſe of the friends of the 
French revolution, and hearing that the plan was 
ſecretly attempted to form a convention fimilar to 
the national convention of-France, adviſed the 
chief magiſtrate to communicate the intelligence 
to government. I was informed that the anſwer 
given to that magiſtrate was that government. could 
not at that time give any advice as 10 what Was 
proper to be done. | 


This tranſaction happened a ia bene days pre: 
ceding the afſizes where the reſolutions were paſſed 
I again advert to the imprudence of fomenting 
jealoufies between the refident proteſtant gentle- 
men of Ireland and their Roman catholic brethren, - 
with whom they lived in the greateſt cordiality, 
though they might differ in political opinions. 
Sir, I think it would be wiſe to look to ſome acts 
in the courſe of the ſeſſion, that ſhould come home 
to the feeling of the people. I applaud the idea 
of a tax on abſentees, though not favourably com- 
mented on ws, former ſpeaker. I haye endea- | 
voured, formeMfly when introduced into this houſe, 
to give it my warmeſt ſupport, but I think it 
ſhould be applied in a different manner from what 
was the intention of the former promoters of it. 
From 


\ 


* 


From my knowle 


dge of moſt parts of Ireland, 
there was a viſible difterence in the face of the 
country where the lands were in their poſſeſſion, © 
from that which enjoyed the influence of the 
reſident proprietor. The encouragement given to 
induſtry, the influence of the circulation af wealth, 
the protection afforded to the tenantry by the reſi- 
dent landlord, were every where viſible; and by 
long obſervation, I am convinced, that the tumults 
which have taken place in Ireland in various 
parts, within my memory, have moſtly originated 
on the eſtates of abſentees. I think, therefore, it 
was by no means unreaſonable, that inſuch parts 
of the country where the induſtrious tenants en- 
| Joyed no benefit from the reflux or circulation of 
that wealth which was furniſhed to the proprietor, 
a ſmall ſhare of that wealth ſhould be appropriat- 
ed to the alleviation of the local taxes of ſuch 
tenantry, and which tax ultimately tended to the 
to the improvement of the eſtate that paid it. I 
ſhould therefore propaſe, that the tax ſhould be 
appropriated to eaſe the country taxes when -raiſ- 
ed; and that I will ſupport any meaſure. of the 
kind which ſhould he. introduced into the houſe, 
as a meaſure highly, beneficial to the induftrious 


part of the community. 
n ee ' 7 * 
The Solicitor General; (Mr., J. Toler).—As to 
the rejecting the Catholic petition by the Com- 
mons in the laſt ſeſſion, the By Hon. gentleman - 
(Mr. Grattan) would be pleaſgd-to recollect that 
the propoſition to reject it was moved by a par- 
ticular friend of his own, and that the qualified 
manner in.which that propoſition was acceded to, 
amounted to a reſiſtance of the principle that the 
future diſcuſſion of the ſubject ſhould be precluded; 
| | and, 


4 
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and, that it devolved upon himſelf on that-occafion 
to move an amendment to the refolution of rejec- 
tion, to guard againſt the houſe contfuding or 
ſurrendering its deliberative facultley on the. Ca- 
tholic queſtion, which he then forgtold that the 
circumſtances of this country, the feral of the 
times, and the wiſdom of parliament might make 
it wiſe to adopt; although the temper of the day 
was not ſuited to receive it. 'T' was always of 
opinion, that although it would be wiſe to con- 
ciliate the Catholics, I will never ſubmit to any 
meaſure that ſhould affront the feelings or the 
ſpirit of the Proteſtants, '” ARS 


Gentlemen had argued as if there had been 

a ſpirit of perſecution peculiar to the policy of 
Ireland, though the truth is, that there is no 
country on earth that at preſent is ſo little liable 
to the imputation. Bigotry and fanatieiſm had 
been ſo ſoothed to reſt, that ſedition was induſtri- 
ous to rouze them, and make the Catholics forget, 
that ſcarcely a ſeſſion has paſſed that has not con- 
ferred a ſubſtantial favour from a Proteſtant par- 

. Hament with that liberal and enlightened ſpirit, 
that had firſt reared the temple of civil liberty, 
which I hope the Catholics will approach with 
revetence and reſpect. 1 have every reaſon to 
believe, that ſuch was their diſpoſition. I long 

had an opportnnity of knowing them, and parti- 
cularly in the provinces of Munſter and Con- 
naught; in the latter of which I found amongſt 
the Catholics as high a ſenſe of honor and loyalty 
amongſt the gentry, and as amenable a diſpoſition 
amongſt the lower order, as could be found in any 
country in the world. Now, Sir, I do not wiſh to 


ſhur 
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leave thoſe men under an opinion, W are 
ſnut out as dangerous aliens, and in an aptitude to 


be negociated upon by every contemptible agitator 
that would trade upon thoſe good — as he 


may have done on ba . e and pretend that 
he has a power to traffic on their loyalty as he 
might do on changeable en 


The magnanimity of 1 will put an 
end to the miſchief, and teach them where to look 
for protection, at the ſame time that it will enlarge 
the baſe on which you Rand, and give more 
ſecurity and ſymmetry to that pyramidical perfec- | 
tion which is the admiration of the world; it will 
make diſcreet uſe of thoſe ſolid materials, which 
though the caution of builders rejected, and 
although, you will, not place them. at the head- 
ſtone in the corner, as not ſuited for the poliſhed 
ornaments of the ſtructure, will yet contribute to 
its ſtrength, if not left looſe and ſcattered ſo as to 
be ready for every deſperate hand that wiſhes to 
afſail you. In the progreſs of this great work, 
I could wiſh to look up to the opinion of the 
experienced and the wiſe, and would lament if 
were to differ in ſentiment from any of thoſe 
| whom I have ever revered, or to throw my arrow 
o'er the houſe and wound my brother, but I would 
inculcate the great and divine principle of Peace 
on earth, and Food will #owards men. 


Mr. Grattan's amendment at length paſſed nem. 


| Lord 
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Lord Tyrone gave notice that he did not hold 
bimfelf pledged in the Catholic buſineſs further 
than diſcuſſion.— Adjourned. ae 


wy 
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Ms. sECRETARY HOBART roſe to preſent to 
the houſe the petition, of certain Roman Catholic 
Biſhops of Ireland and others, on behalf of them- 
ſelves and their fellow-ſubjects of the ſame perſua- 
fon. Though I am happy in having the opportu- 
nity of laying this petition. before the houſe ; yet, 

| nevertheleſs, I do not conſider myſelf pledged to 
agree with the petitioners in the fulleſt extent of 
their deſire; when the ſubject comes regularly be- 
fore the houſe, I will ſtate my ent many more at 
large; at preſent I-will not trouble the houſe.any 
further than requeſting that the petition might be 


1 * 


The petition was then read as follows: 


« The petition of John Thomas Troy, Roman ' 
Catholic Archbiſhop of Dublin ; Dominick Bellew, 
Roman Catholic Biſhop of Killala;; Richard 
O'Reilly, Roman Catholic Biſhop * of Ulſter; 
Thomas Bray,, Roman Catholic Archbiſhop of 
: Caſhel; Richard M'Cormick, Thomas Fitzgerald, 
Edward Byrne, Thomas Warren, Denis Thomas 
; O'Brien 


* 


O'Brien, Valentine „Sec Hamill, 


Chriſtopher Bellew, and ſevera ers Whoſe 


* — 


names are thereunto ſubſcribed, on behalf of 


themſelves and the reſt of the Catholics of Ire- 


land; ſetting forth, that the petitioners are ſubject 
to a variety of ſevere and oppreſſive laws, inflict- 


ing on them inabilities and diſqualifications un- 
known to any other deſcription of his majeſty's 


ſubjects, the further continuation of which they 
hambly conceive their dutiful demeanor and un- 
remitting loyalty far above one hundred years, 


muſt evince to be equally impolitic,and unneceſ- 
ſary ; that this ſyſtem of injurious excluſion as 
operated not leſs to the particular depreſſion of 
the Catholics of Ireland, than to the general ob- 
ſtruction of the true and manifeſt intereſts of the 
country; the petitioners therefore humbly pray, 


that the houſe may be pleaſed to take the whole of 


their caſe into conſidęration, and in conformity to 


/ 


the benign wiſhes of his majeſty, for the ufo of 


all his people in ſentiment,” affection, and intereſt; 
to reſtore the petitioners to the rights and privileges 
of the conſtitution of the county. 


(HF: 15. 


Right Hon. Sir Henry Cavendiſ,—1 riſe to obſerys' 


as tothe ſignatures, that I wiſh the word vii 
had been prefixed to the word Biſhop ; I ſubmſt it 
to the friends of the Roman Catholics, to all thöſe 


who wiſh to extend privileges to them, whether 
theſe fignatures ſhould ſtand as they were ?—They 


aſſumed a title which did not belong to them, a 
title which the laws of the country could by no 


means recognize; nor do I think the words Roman 


Catholic do away my objection. However, if this 


objection could be done away, I will not be adverſe 
to having the petition laid on the table. _ 


| Nothing 


58 COMMO NS. Frs. 4. 


Notbin Was fait in fupport of the objection 
urged ing as Henry, of courle it fell to the ground 


e Was. received and ordered to He, on ? 
the ble. 


Right Hon, Mr. Hobart. 0 in venturing to 
o my ſentiments on the houſe, in a ſubject 
15 magnitude, the eceſſity of folicit- 
2 the hquſ ſe, ee of indulgence which 
have 6, Me to 1 1 85 N at- 

G t to Wah eel to my > 
Fin 9 7 t hope gentlemen wilt bekeve 
. . in tack, a a manner as appears 

ond Kal 0 to. 115 to conſul eee the | 

of th 1 weren 


"ok the- firſt y of the. ſeſſion te dice my 
u& 7 Na to the Row atholics, T1 
nat now repeat. what 1 then faid—L wilt only 

Lie times, F acquieſced in whatever 


e the houſe t bought proper to adopt Alt 
was on that account, that when the Catholics had 


before; applied to me, I was unwilling to hold out 
fn e vain dope, lef that hope fruſtrated 


al 5 an, A ation in the Nene mind, 
eh could not. but de ; mi e AG public: 


peace. 


Lam aware. that what I . to propos to the 
houſe, reſpeRin thoſe people to naught, might not 
E meet the general Ee of 12545 

It, is not my wiſh, or my intention to preſs 

any — upon the houſe that would not meet 

general approbation; it is my wiſh to acquieſce in 

whatever gentlemen may think the intereſt of the 

| country; 
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Muntry 3. but for my own part I be e to hy, | 
41 27 4 Phibir dite 


will never offer any thing to 
in whith do fot think 905. 'waitanted by ja 
licy and ſound diſeretion, much left wc f 
as are likely te mY heat 122 agtato 
in t e 


in? uy. ane t chat man „ "of ue db 
whom I m en are 1 8000 e *oncur in 


t 7 } propose; ng nt 1 
e them . 5 e teal 75 nt in 


= ca} niry.. am. 1 455 that iu the 1 
7 llament on for the ve 

1 ball Ne od 1058 rc " rejetted, 

) 5 at te 255g . 


2 IL Fat war the 5 : elretnftinges; 
I would again vote for its reJe Aion; it ls bi 


evident to ey at the ſentiments 
country on this Tub et ba jateria Klette 
fince that Reel ;, and; "if is Allo 0 Rah, chat ät 


that time the apinion 0 the colifitr "was ndt 11 


for. fue 4 ſheafüre. The 5 antes of the 
preſent i time woukl, I think, zuſtit A very. thu; * 
rial alteration i int of Ui hole. | 


e fentirments e 5 


The conduR of the Roman Catholics has proved 
that che were | perfectly attached to the cofifi tuition 
and 4 This 9 r period, every man who Was 
attached to the nfitucion ſhould receive ehebu- - 
ragement from this houſe. 1 truſt Tuck will ever 
be their eonduct, and ſuch will ever he the entoti- 
ra mm received b 1 attached to the conſti- 
de bs do noi more at latge into 


the f ubj A oben Leone lig w many gentlemen 
of great 9 5 there are who underſtand it ſo 


* better than I rr can; 1 will therefore 
12 brieffy 
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biiedy ſtate the outline of my Fnifhelbig hoping 


that in them I vl by Wend fe pa che 58 curtetice 
of the; jouſe.. Tere. HY rele gy —— ww 


my firſt 55 e&, "ED what the Rowan Catholics. 
ſeem to Sat at heart, is the right of voting at eler- 
tions for members of parliament; this I wiſhed to 
have reſtored to them. - Many opinions” has been 
maintained with reſpe& to the limitations under 
which this right ſhould be extended to Roman Ca- 
tholics, but under a the circt mitt ane of the 
times and of the caſe, I would recommend the 
unlimited extenſion of this franchiſe; by this the main 
object would he better anſwered, and I think it 
more. becoming he houſe either not- to grant at alt 


or to grant liberal 1. : 1 5 


If this extenſio on would be age to Piotet- 
tants, they ſhould't not offer it, but as there is no 
ſuck danger as can warrant their refuſal of it 
I hope you will concur in granting it without 
limitation; for if. there were any reſerve or limi- 
tation there would {till rethain a fore place i in the 


Roman Catholic mind. 


For thig purpoſe, i it will be neceſſary to repeal 
a clauſe in the 1ſt of Geo. 2. —and I alfo beg leave 
to mention, that this will extend to permitting 
Roman Catholics to vote in cities and towns 1 75 


rate for magiſtrates. 


The next propoſition wal 60 to ei ths var” 
of Anne, ſo far as prohibits' Papiſts from being 
grand jurors, unleſs there are not a ſufficient number 
of Proteſtant freeholders to ſerve. 


The 


* 


The next would be to repeal the agth of Geo; 2; 
ſo far as allowing à challenge againſt any Papiſt 
on a petit jury; in cauſes where a eee Werde 
3 are the purer bea yon; "7 


ww +» 4 145 Ti -} LAM 
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1 410 would propbſt, that Ws might 1 bs 
. and authoriſed to enable the Roman 
— to ene 4 e or en and 
Schools. Tics. F N 5 
bie Hen 4341 1! 10041 

That the laws Which deren them Ab carry- 
ing arms, ſhould be ſo far repealed as to perſons 
pollefling a certain degree of property—but by no 
means fo as to put arms ener, hands of the 
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and 4s # 4 £7 < 


tion of the government, Sr | England. to 6s 16-4 | 
Roman Catholics to! bear commiffions in , theſe 
departments of the ſtate; and that in due time 
meaſures for the ſame. purpoſe ſhould be propoſed | 
here, when a communication: with che! Eny gliſh 


government Gould wave been had upon this: point. 


bar * . do ian i Tt 150 
As to civil ; 1 wiſh Roman Catholics may be 

enabled to hold them — but in this inſtance - 

ſuggeſt the propriety of neceſſary limitations. - 


I underſtand that Roman Catholics labour ſtill 
under ſome ſeverities with reſpect to perſonal pro- 
perty ; theſe I believe to be merely accidental. 
and to exiſt from er ge and theſe I would K 


propoſe to W e Ant! 
In chus eee to being * ſuch 


e as were likely to carry into effect his 
majeſty's 
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majeſty's tmmmendation to parliament, I hope 
am truſt that I am acting for the advantage of 
the country, and in conformity tb that diſpoſition 
which government had manifeſted to meet the 
wiſhes of the people. Government has proved it 
by having in this ſeſſon taken up che flea; of 
_ redieving The lower onder of people 4rom.;the 
bearth-money tax; ant aſſ aflure. gentlemen, that 
it is the determination of government in tha 
ſeſſion, to adopt ſuch meaſures as will tend to 
the = PAI n of * . 
n 01 2d 415 :2%6, aunt 
N 1 Io 
1 had aiaefomined a e point in 9 
propofitions, which is, that abe executive govern- 
ment might be enabled to grant to Roman Ca- 
mmh Tun od 2. 
en. M1490 


. leave to) being in a bill for 


the further relief of his majeſt majeſty's 5 _— 
Progr ee . e 


-Riphe A 8b 8: 55 i 0 to 
ſecond the motion of my 2 hon. friend, and to 
offer my humble affiftatice in a nieaſüre, to the 
accom pliſtenent of which my ſtrenuous efforts 
have been directed from my carlieft political years. 


His majeſty's 
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ious recummendation to you 
of kis Catholic ſubjects, the liberal ſentiments 
towards them, have already been fo gene- 
rally diſc loſed in — and the able 3 
in which this queſtion has been ſtated by my rig 
hon. friend, have rendered it unneceſſary for _ | 
to rake up men of your time. * es- 


cafion. 


However, 


E _ 
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- Howeyes, Sir, as: b fl myſclunday ſome par- 
ticudazity:of circummange, having in the lait. ſeſir- 
on been placed perhaps in an arduous ſuus tim om 
this ſubject, I muſt ſolicit your indulgence for : 
ſhort time, even at; this ſtage; aff the huſmaſs, I 
have ſo often, in, the Catholic: pushlit, contended: 


with adverſe eurzents/and- oppoling farms, that it: 


is natural to ſuppoſa, thaugh I 3 
ſhaze in the triumph. I may; yet: hope: t partake 
the prefent: auſpicinus gala It have: ever-cenſidars 
edi the Roman Cathaliqs ag: gook and:layal ſubiacta. 
magnanimaua imthæir anckconſeiantiens 


in their allegiance; a fuch. I ha ever nected 


them; as. ſuch E haue ever endegyoured ta ſerver 
them. haue hawevem always gurſuged vuthmare 
ſolicitude their inteveſti than their acela mation. 


mos anxious to be inſtrumen tal tmthain happineſs. 
than to be diſtanguiſhed in their: enunsile, or ter 


wanded by thoir acknowedg ments. I baverabways: 
endeauoured: to fenve: them by: ches n mander- 
ration, which. IL thaught. maſt likely ti be ſucneſa· 
fal, rather than by- a; more adyenturinge baldneks,, 
which, though it 7 
their: wiſhes; Mell knowing ase L dm. 
the valus af pragrefiive anquiftion:;. wellkinowing: 
the. valus af aver ſtep * appraximatiem;, 
between: brethren; wha ta longr. been: _ 


ths rate of: my alen boa tar 8 — fan 
advecates. whoſe energy is: more proportioned tor 


their feslings, whoſe:ganius:ara-more alprring:thank 


mine; E can only fan, whatever: friends they: 
choſe, they; never had me for theinenemys.alchongh: 


I may. not have agreed! * 


the 
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the impatience of the moment ſuggeſted, nor 
emulated the ſuperior energy of their more power- 
ful advocates. at i 8 


$ ) POR 323 4 ITT 1 6 THAN a XP” 
In the laſt ſeſſion of parliament,” when I had 
the honor in co-operation with my right hon. 
friend, to move you for à further repeal of the 
laws affecting the Roman Catholics, I certainly 
wiſhed with as much ardour as any gentleman 
who hears me, that the public ſentiment, the 
temper of parliament, the probability of ſucceſs, 
had allowed me to make my plan more extenſive 
than that which was adopted; to have connected 
with the ſtate by nearer and cloſer ties, ſo great 
and valuable a part of the community as the 
Catholic body. But the impatience of purfuit, 
and the acrimony of contention were my oppo- 
nents; circumſtances of intemperance on one 
fide, revived old prejudices on the other, which- 
made me confider accommodation and atchieve- 
ment. At the ſame time, when I conſider (as 1 
ſaid before) the value of progreſſive acquiſition, I 
muſt ſay. the conceſſions of laſt: winter. were in 
themſelves important, and their manner ineſtima- 
ble. The unanimity that conceded, ſtamped a 
double value on the thing conferred; and what- 
ever (from my own attachment to the Roman Ca- 
tholics, or the liberal diſpoſition of thoſe with 
whom I acted) whatever might have been the 
amount of my wiſhes, and would have been the 
extent of my efforts, had I found the occaſion 
favourable; yet, as the friend to the Catholics, I 
am decidedly of opinion, that any forbearance 1 
might have yielded to on that occaſion, was more 
than recompenſed by the unanimity it produced ; 
. thatunanimity, which was the ſymptom of depart-. 
de | | : | ing 


ing 8 and the token of returning love; 
that graciouſneſs. of conceſſion, followed by a2 
ateful acceptanee, held out to my view thofe 
ttering proſpects, which are brightening before 
me at this ns; of ſtill choſen communications of 
intereſts and affections between us. The object 
was a eonqueſt of affection, not competition of 
power ; and the means of ſucces, mutual deference 
and conciliation. | 


I was thn fativfied, and I think ſo fill, that 
whatever a appears from the temper of the times 
impractieable to be obtained, it is imprudent to 
ſolicit; for we know too well, that religious diſſen 
tions are not to be conquered by controyerſy and - 
recrimination, but muſt yield to the returning tide 
of human benevolence; toleration is a plant not 
to be forwarded by art, or forced by the heat of 
contention ; the excefles of heat an of cold are 
alike fatal to it. It muſt be the growth of tempe- 
rate aſſiduity, cultivated by the hand of mogdera-_ 
tion, and matured by the warmth of the heart. 
And even when toleration itſelf has been reared, 
a communication"of political power, which is and 


ought to be amongſt its natural productions, can- - 


not in the courſe of things be inſtantaneous; hke 
the fruit of the tree, it muſt be the n of 
maturity, and the gift of time. | 


It has always been the paſſion and the principle 
of my mind, to lend my humble aſſiſtance to every 
meaſure, which in its operation might tend to 
make the Proteſtant and Cathoke, by the progreſs 
of time, grow to be one people ; that let them re- 
gulate their religious worſhip under whatever dif- 
ferent modes, ou may unite m devotion to one 
f K 


country ; 
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country; like two ſtems riſing from one root, 
though they may differ in the forms in which they 
ſhape their courſe towards Heaven, yet as they 
derive from one common origin, and draw their 
ſuſtenance from the ſame land, that in their growth 
they may become a ſhelter and protection to each 
other. I have long wiſhed that the time was come, 
which would form a new era;pf Iriſh concord, of 
Iriſh conſequence and Iriſh proſperity, in which 
religious diſſention ſhould. be loſt in civil operati- 
on, in which community of intereſts, and recipro- 
cal good offices, ſhould root out our prejudices, and 
unite our hearts. But until the enlightened ſpirit 
of liberal policy had given a progreſs to theſe rati- 
onal diſpoſitions a communication of political 

wer could not be expected ; for you muſt recon- 
eile, before you unite; you muſt aſſimilate, be- 
fore you incorporate. ' | 


Beſide, Sir, every body knows, who knows any 
thing of the hiſtory of the world, that violent and 
ſudden changes of power and property, whether 
the parties have been divided by religious diſſenti- 
on, or by confederacies on political difference, 
have always been dangerous, and generally fatal to 
the ſtate. The fact is, thoſe who have been accyuſtom- 
ed to power, cannot bear the privation or ſudden 
diminution of it with patience.— Thoſe who are 
unaccuſtomed to it, will not exerciſe it with pru- 
dence ; it is the progreſs of time alone that can 
reconcile and aflimilate ; it is the progreſs of affec- 
tion alone that can regulate thoſe paſſions, which 
make one fide intemperate, and the other fide into- 
lerant. E | 


And now, Sir, I muſt beg leave to make an ob- 


ſervation, ſuggeſted to me (I forget where) by a 
| right 


„ 
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right hon. friend of mine, in which I agree with 
him in his ſentiments of diſapprobation as to the 
fact, but diſagree with him in his ſuſpicions of its 
origination. We... 7 > ipbry 


When I recal to your recollection ſo diſagreeable 
2 circumſtance, I do it rather as an admonition 
for the future, than animadverſion on the paſt, 
It is true, Sir, that at the time when every think- 
ing man ſaw the neceſſity of an union of intereſts 
and affections between his majeſty's loyal ſubjects 
of all- perſuaſions, the moſt miſchievous; induſtry 
was employed to raiſe an emulation of ill will, 
and ſow the ſeeds of perpetual diſcord between the 
Proteſtants and Catholics. It was indeed the 
work but of a- few, but the undiſclaimed ſenti- 
ments of the few are apt to be conſidered as the 
ſentiments of the many, and therefore they are 
injurious. „ 1 


Whilſt I am ready to diſclaim the exaggerated 
and acrimonious charges with which our newſ- 
papers have recriminated on the Catholics, al- 
though I cannot but diſapprove, as preſumptuous, 
that ſpirit that would arrogate from futurity, limit 
the faculties of legiſlation, bind down poſterity, 
and give to excluſion immortality. Though I re- 
ject ſuch notions as unjuſt, and indeed laugh at 
them as impotent, becauſe, though like the fa- 
ther of Hannibal, you were to carry your ſons to 


the altar, and make them ſwear never ta be at peace 
with the Romans, yet neither your votes nor their 


vows could controul future ages. Though I 
utterly diſclaim ſuch notions as unjuſt and impo- 
litic, I muſt, however, with equal juſtice ſay on 
the other hand, on the part of the Roman Ca- 


tholics, there were circumſtances attending the 


„ agitation 
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agitation of this queſtion highly ce 
In my opinion it was abſurd in a buſineſs of this 
kind for the Roman Catholics to ſtate caſes to 
e lawyers, to decide whether their proceed- 
were or were not defenfible within the letter 
the law : It had too much the appearance of a 
guarded hoſtility ; it looked more like the precau- 
tion of enmity, than the interceſſion of amicable 
Intercourſe, or conſtieutional itn. 


It is not enough that their applications do not 
violate the laws, they alfo ſhould not violate the 
feelings; it is not enough that they are cautious, 
they ſhould be reſpectful. No body of men ſhould 
for a moment fuffer themſelves, in their purſuits, 
to be unmindful that there is a fettled fupreme 
power in the ſtate; to which, ſo long as the con- 
ſtitution exiſts, every man owes reſpect; that it 
may be ſolicited, but muſt be obeyed; that it may 
| be ſoftened, but muſt not be ſubdued. - 


When the Roman Catholics ſay, they wiſh 10 
in the rixhts and privileges of the confitation of their 
country, they ſpeak the language of reaſon and 
common ſenſe.— The idea is fo natural to the 
mind of man, that it was unneceffary to convene 
a great repreſentative body of the Catholics, in 
'order to decide, whether it was or was not their 
general wiſh, to enjoy the elective franchiſe and - 
right of Pa. Why to be ſure it Was their gene- 
ral wiſh ! No Cathohe ever aſſerted or inſinuated 
the contrary ; nor if he did, would any Proteſtant 
have been dupe enough to believe him. The 
notion is ſo congenial to the mind of man, that 
it is impoſſible to controvert or condemn it; nay 
there is a virtue in the wifh, that is a title to its 
ſucceſs ; however, in the proſecution of it, 5 
be 


1 
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beſt friends of the Catholics could not but lament, 
that ſome meaſures were purſued inflammatory 
and offenſive, tending to revive adverſe prejudices, 
and retard the accompliſhment of their own 
wiſhes; and I cannot avoid faying, (and I ſpeak 
from the fatal example of a neighbouring king- 
dom, that your conſtitution will ſpeedily be ex- 
tinct, and your liberties proſtrate in the duſt, if 
you ſuffer conventions; affociations, committees 

or clubs, to aſſert dominion or aſſume authority 
in the adminſtration of the F affairs. 


4 heve- mentioned thoſe eircumſtanees of appa- 
vent animoſity on both fides, in order to ſhew that 
they were the temporary reſult of mutual indif- 
oretion, incidental to every fuck purfuit as the pre- 
fent; and I have mentioned them, becauſe 1 
think the beſt foundation of mutual reconciliation 
is a review of our mutual errors; that being over, 
let them be forgotten; let them be buried in 
Oblivion, never to rife again. And as to the 
charge made by a right kon. friend of mine againſt 
adminiſtration for being acceſſary to this work 
of animolity, T can Ms him, Ithink I can con- 
vince him he was mifinformed. I know the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration always entertained the moſt 
liberal ſentiments towards the Catholics, and with- 
ed to go as far in their ſervice as the temper of 
parliament would permit, and they ought not to 
po farther ; and laft ſeſſion of parliament, in the 
caſe of the Catholic petition aHuded to, if we 
yielded to a prevailing current, which ran too 
to be reſiſted, it was to make good our 
paſſage, and ſecure the freight with which we 


were 8 me aſk my hon. friend if 


he does not, from his own obſervation think, that 
adminiſtration ma) have to encounter ſomething 
like 
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like reſentment for their preſent favourable —_ 
fition towards the Roman Catholics ? 


The right hon. member cannot doubt my fincere 
attachment to the preſent government, yet I will 
aſſure him, at the yery time when he ſuppoſes 
they and their friends were buſy in promoting 
theſe controyerhes, that I myſelf: (certainly not 
the leaſt ſincere amongſt them in my attachment) 
was employed in publiſhing to the world the. beſt 
arguments my poor abilities could furniſh to re- 
probate and repreſs them. To my Proteſtant 
countrymen, I ſaid in ſubſtance what I ſay now, 
that religious animoſities ſhould expire with the 
eauſes that produced them; that the excluſion of 
the majority of the people from the privileges of 
the conſtitution has laſted long enough; that it 
could not laſt much longer, and mat it ought not 
to laſt any longer, , 


That national ſtrength can only be maintained 
by national unanimity, and that communication 
of benefits is the only bond of general co-operation. 
To my Catholic brethren I ſaid, what I now ſay, 
and always ſaid, that if they like the conſtitution _ 
as it is, I wiſh they may ſhare in it; if they deſire 
to alter it, I wiſh they may not approach it ; that 
if they loved the conſtitution with a pure paſſion, 
their ſolicitation would be reſpectful, and they 
would not, like the brutal raviſher, attempt to 10 
file what they wiſhed to enjoy. 


I ſhall only add, concerning the Roman Catho- 
lics, what I have already repeated to you, that 
you remember when they came forward to refiſt 
the invaſion of a foreign enemy; that you now 
ſee them come forward to repel the invaſion, not 


POW 
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perhaps. of foreign force, but of foreign principles, 
more deſtructive than armies, more cruel than the 
ſword. The old dangers of popery, which uſed 
to alarm you, are now. extinct to all intents 
and purpoſes ; and new dangers have ariſen in the 
world, againſt which the Catholics are your beſt 
and natural 1 F 


You cannot give them a ba benefit chat will 
not be an additional pledge of their affection, and 
hoſtage for their fidelity. Give them the pride of 
privilege, and you will give them the principle of 
attachment ; admit them within the walls of the 
conſtitution, and they will defend them. 


Doctor Duigenan. Mr. Speaker, as the Right 
Hon. gentleman, who has preſented this petition, 
and brought forward this motion, has at the ſame 
time ſtated to this houſe, the heads of his intended 
bill ; and as I have the misfortune to differ in opi- 
nion with the right honourable gentleman on 
every one of theſe heads, though I have had the 
honour heretofore of generally concurring in opi- 
nion with him on political ſubjects, 1 think it a 
duty I owe to my king and country fully to ex- 
2 my ſentiments on the buſineſs now before the 
houſe, as it is pretty generally known that his ma- 
jeſty's ſervants in this kingdom have taken up this 
| buſineſs in conſequence of an impreſhon made on 
his majeſty and his miniſters in England, that the 
Roman Catholics of this kingdom labour under 
many ſevere oppreſſions from the effects of ſeveral 
of the preſent exiſting laws; and ſuch impreſſion 
has been made by means of a petition to his ma- 
jeſty at St. James's, on the 2d day of January laſt; 
which petition has been lately printed, and circu- 
lated through this kingdom with great — 

all 
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ſhall firſt examine the contents of that petition as 
the ground-work, on which is to be erected the 
vaſt ſtructure of Roman Catholic grandeur and 
power; the plan of which is delineated in the heads 
of the 5 poſed bill, as explained to the 5 "0p by 
the right honourable gentleman. - F 


When the petition preſented lately to > his majeſ⸗ 
ty, by and on behalf of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, firſt made its appearance in the public 
its, it was infiſted upon, as well in the houſe of 
ords as in the houſe of commons, that the copy of 
this petition inſerted in the newſpapers, contained 
a great number of groſs miſreprefentations, and 
direct and notorious falſehoods ; the ſub-commit- 
tee of the Roman Catholics being a kind of per- 
mament body ſelected out of their general conven- 
tion, have thought fit, by way of anſwer to the ob- 
ſervations on their petition made in parkament, 
to publiſh their petition in a pamphlet with notes, 
and the following advertiſement'prefixed to it: 


"6 SUB- COMMITTEE, 
„ Janvaxy 12th 1793, 

DENIS THOMAS O'BRIEN in the Chair. 

IT having been publickly and ſolemnly aſerted, 

that the petition of the Catholics to his majeſty, 

« contained many falſchoods and caiſrepueſon- 
* tations ; | 

”\ RESOLVED THEREFORE; 


* THAT it is neceſſary to republiſh that peti- 
„ tion, with notes, reciting the different adts' of 
* parliament, on which the alledged falfehoods 
and miſrepreſentations are grounded. | 
« Signed by order, 
« TOHN SWEETMAN, Secretary cx 


I ſhould 


-'» 
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1 chould not condeſcerld to take "TV =” this 


ſub-commiitree,” or their pamphlet, were it not that 


they furnifh-'me With an Nan entic copy of this. fa- 


mos, or. rather infamous, petition; every page, and 
almoſt every line of which terms with milt reprefenta- 


tion or falfehoog # and as the eatholics hivie by this 
9 —— of untrutl deception, and | ud, impoſed | 


ſo far an his majeſty's miniſters in and. as. to 
cronies paragraph to be inſerted in Be Der ch. from 


the throne, ning in the. kings 1 8 ls to xa ar 


ſerious conſideration the 1 


cathglic ſubjects, and that we ſhall a the reg =o | 


with liberality — that is, that we ſhall conſider. with 


attention and favour the ſituation of the catholics "8 


this country, as moſt falſely « deſcribed in their petition ; 
and as no man in his majeſty's dominions is. more 


firmly attached to his majeſty's perſon and p 109 | 


ment than Tam, nor has on every occaſion, ' where 


have had an opportunity of a e e more 


clearly manifeſted that attachment, I haye beftowed 
on this petition, that is, this alled ed Gao of the 
cathohcs of this country, my m nol ſerious attention, 
according to the recommendation ih the ſpeech ; and 
I fhall, as briefly as 1 can, ſtate to this in ed 
opinion of this petition,” and mark. the principal ue 
repreſentations and falſehoods contained in it; 


hopes that my voice, however weak, may . | 


throne, and rouſe the juſt indignation” of our. ſo- 


vereign aga inſt a ſet of perſons 10 have, by fraud * 


and N audaciouſly attempted,” io, pro- 
cure his countenance, to the. unhinging and 4 
. fa Be whole frame of, his Iriſh. government; 
and ng, foundations Which have been. Jai 

by Ws e 2 and ſupported and maintained 
55 the ſage policy of two centuries ; and 
which have been ſkrong enough to reſiſt and 


repel. the ſhocks df ok PN and moſt for- 


midable 


Bl —— ee Re > ies a Gt 


2 hg * 


74 COMMONS. * 2 1 


ts kn rebellions * the catholic inhabitants of 
this kingdom, ſince the commencement 
47 Elizabeth of moſt glorious memory. f. 
This petition commences with deception. The 
feed on the title of it, denominate them- 
elves catholics, whereas they are Roman - catholics, 
that is, they are 51 pho, acknowledge the ſu- 
prmacy of thy „a foreign piince, in 
piritu AA ar a {tile themſelves catho- 
145 do; and will not allow his majeſty to be the 
ſupreme head of the church within this kingdom; 
nor will they take the oath of ſupremacy : and ſhall 
demonſtrate, - before I fit down, that a very great 
Porta: of temporal power is incident to, and can- 
not, by any deyice, be ſeparated from, the ſpiritual 
ſupremacy, avowed by: the catholics of this kingdom 
to be veſted in the Biſhop of Rome: at preſent, I 
only juſt mark the fallacy contained in the very title 


of this'petition, and which is . invariably „in 

this point, through the whole; in which the petition- 
ers. conſtantly themſelves catholics without the 
the adition of Roman. Lis tin «* old tales repreſent 
* the devil when he 


; and that they 


and geht to. = 

| given, and been. ready, to give, 
every Rede which can be deviſed, for = peace - 
pa demeanor, and pacoaditignal ſubmatbon. to the 


This ſhort paragraph contains two notorious falſe- | 
hoods : Firſt, they have not, ae century paſt, b 
hay 
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haved with uninterrupted loyalty to the king or ſtate, 

but have exerted themſelves in all the ng. bot 

wars, and the two domeſtic rebellions,, which have | 

occurred within theſe hundred years laſt p3 

their king and country, to the utmoſt of cheir p We! 
and ability, and have diſturbed e N og 5 

now diſturbing it, with many ro IS | 


many parts of the count 
prackiſec the moſt inhuman Fawn e on the 2 8 
of the clergy and gentry, and committed various 
murders, burglaries and robberies,on them, - withih | 
that ſpace of tim. #: | 
After the ſurrender of Th 11 8 Oasbir | 
1691, the Triſh catholics (who Had for two years Be" 
er e a moſt 05ftinate rebellion, hich bad. 
almoſt feduted the count s a A and in which' 


they had committed alt of batbarities og the 
| Proteſtants of this tt to the anvurit of TY 
thouſand men, 'o t6 France, ard 


in the" armies of that power,” the natural ehem ot 
Britain, agaihſt their on country. In the c 


articles of "ea apitulation 'of the cityof Limerick, 


had an rA, .* 5 N ſipulatiii E 
for their. Fanfortatich, 0 | "The Bott 
generals, after the fyrre nder of of th town, cel 
thetnſelves to x: 6 cathol c army to re- 
linquiſh theif intention of ing fo France, and to 
ſtay at home, and follow t e occupa pations, 
in their own country; if they preferred the 


trade of war, general Celle offered * to, enlift 
them in the Dutch ” ſervice: | theſe” offers "they 
almoft to à man rejected; and this Catholic 


army, conſtantiy tecruited and officered by the 
catholics of this kingdom, have femained ever 
ſince in the French fervice, ' and have. uniformiy 
fought,” with the ume inveteracy, againſt this 
country, in the five wars with Fr = Which 
have been waged 5 the haſt hundred 


3 
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years, at the battles of Fontenoy and Laffeld, 
in the war with France which ended in 1746. A 
body of ſixteen anc Iriſh catholics fought. 
in the army of France Great Britain in the 
American war, a lar . 0 of Iriſh catholics, in 
the ſervice of N fought, as well on the con- 
tinent of America, as in the Weſt-India Iſtands,.. 
Great Britain; and their exploits againſt. 
their country, at Savannah, at St. Lucia, at St. 
Kitts, and St. Euſtatia, may be ſound in the Jour- 
nals of the times, and in the accounts of that war. 
Stapleton, an Inſh catholic from the county of 
Limerick, commanded a body of 500 Iriſh catholics 
in, the pay of France, at the battle of Culloden . 
in 1746, and he died at Inverneſs of the wounds 
he received in that battle, fighting for. the pre- 
tender. All the French M: ns, which melt. | 
ed this channel during the läte war, who. — "6 | 
dered the Britiſh and Triſh merchant Mips, even 
in the bay of Dublin, were manned and command - 
ed by Iriſh catholics,—ſuch as John Kelly, John 
Field, Luke Ryan, Patrick Dowling and others; 
and they were furniſhed with intelligence, with 
proviſions, and even with wder, - by . iſh. catho- 
lics from ſeveral ports in the channel, in which the 
wives and families of many of them were then 
reſident. A large body of Ixiſh catholics have alſa 
ſerved in the aire armies, and fought againſt 
their country in all the wars we have had with Spain 
during the laſt hundred years. Add to this. 12 
inſurrections of the white - boys, all. 'catholics, in 
the South of this ku 5 breaking out at 3 
vals for upwards of twenty years. paſt, and, marked 
by flaughter, delolation, - cruelty, and the moſt 
bitter animoſity againſt  proteſtant clergy as well 
as laity ; and the preſent inſurrections o the lou 
er order of catholics in the counties of Lowth, 
Meath Cavan, and Monaghan, and now ſpread- 


ing. 
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ing into the county of Dublin: whole fury is ex- 
lied in robbing, eie 
and the contents the Boat yards. of the proteſs 
tant inhabitants of theſe — and afl: ing 
ſome of them; and, this banditti is particularly ac» 
tive in diſarming the proteſtants, and arming; them- 
ſelves, with what view. it is not hard to 7 
With what unparalleled effrontery then do theſe 
titioners aſſert, that the catholics of Ireland 
ve, for a century laſt paſt, behaved with uninter- 
rupted loyalty, when the direct -contrar poſition 
is the truth! Can that body of people ao: aid to be- 
have with loyalty to the ſtate, who ſupply and 
recruit the armies of the enemies, whole yi bro- 
thers, and neareſt relations, appear in hoſtile array 
againſt the ſtate, ' as well in wars with foreign na- 
tions, as in domeſtic rebellions, who, for a century 
laſt paſt, have furniſhed formidable bodies of 
troops to the natural enemies of the Britiſh em- 
pire; who perpetually aſſault and harraſs us with 
domeſtic inſurrection, robbery and mutder; Woo 
are only reſtrained by their inability, and dread of 
Britiſh: vengeance, from tearing the bowels of their 
country; and, by avowed and open rebellion, mani- 


and b the houſes, -  * 


foſting their immortal hatred to the Britiſh name 


and nation; and whoſe domeſtic. impotence: is the 

only ſecurity to the ſtate for domeſtic peace! If 
ſuch be loyal ſubjects, then is the 3 Who 

from private animoſity or intereſt has planned 
rg your deſtruction, whoſe, weakneſs or cowardice 
Prevents him from executing his plan himſelf, but 
who ſends his confidential :bravoes to effect it, -an 
honeſt and honourable mari, and your attached and 
faithful friend! Futile are the | excuſes for this 
their conduct, urged by the catholics; that they ate 
precluded from 3 in the Britiſh forces by 
the laws, and that they therefore reſort to. the 
French and Spaniſh ſtandards to . procure a mw 
k 


* 
- 
i 
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hood. Such aſſertion is untrue, with reſpect to ca- 
tholics of inferior degree, as they themſelves ſtate 
in their petition, that the loweſt departments in the 

E and armies, ate largely fupplied by 
their numbers, ſo that . perſons of this deſcription 

get e ment at home, But it 
* that. is are excluded from opp pigs 
fleets and armies, can tliey find no — 2 tow in 
Europe to enliſt with than the French and Spaniſh”? 
o 4 live- 


lihood in 4 country, than by turning 
traitors to their king and country? lt would not 
de n ſufficient Ha a highwayman, on his trial 


for his crimes; to ſay, That his poverty! Wen to 
commit then. ; | 
The ſecond) fallchood e in the 
of this p ition I have mentioned, is, t 2 ca- 
tholics have taken every oathl of iande and 
fidelity to His majeſty ; and have given, and been 
ready to give, every pledge which can be devifed for 
their peacrable demeandur and e tub: 


miſſion to tlie laws. 1 3 


The catholics of Ireland due mine derer yet "tow 
the following part of the oath of — hg And 
" — that no foreign prince, prelate, ſtate or 

+ potentate, hath or ought to have, any juriſdiction, 

power, ſuperiority, pre- eminende, or authority, 
i ecrleſiaſtical or ſpiritual, within this realm.“ That 

of the oath of allegiance preſcribed to be taken 
y' catholics; and which it appears,” tliat very few 
of them (their vaunted numbers conſidered) have 
yet taken, which relates to the pope and fore! 
princes, is as follows: And I do declare that I 
not believe that the Pope of Rome, or any other 
foreign prince, prelate, ſtate or potentate, hath 
< or ought to have any temporal or ciuil juriſdiction, 
„power, luperiority, or pre-eminence, directly or 
indirectly, 


FEB. 4. COMMONS , 79 
e indirectly, within this realm.” By the Iriſh fta- 
tutes of the 28th of Henry the 8th, chapter the 
and of Fong atone Elizabeth, chapter _ rſt, 
now exiſting and unrepealed, the kings 3 
of — — are dechaed to be 
ſupreme heads of the church of Ireland's and b 
theſe two acts, as well as by another ſtatute: of the 
28th. HAenry the 8th; chapter 13, the authority and 
juriſdiction, both temporal and ſpiritual, before that 
time claimed and exerciſed: by the Pope in Ireland, 
are utterly aboliſhed. And by the laſt ſtatute it 18 
| enacted, that if any perſon ſhall,” by writing or act, 
maintain the authority of the biſhops of Rome, here- 
tofore uſed e PR ARG IEG Prey 
of unre: i 
a 2 very notorious, that all the. catholic of 
acknowledge the authority, pre-eminence, 
and junidiftion of the biſhop of Robe e —_ | 
within this kingdom: they have always refuſed, 
ſtill refuſe, to take the oath of ſupremacy, acknow- 
ledging the king to be the ſupreme head "of the = 
church of Ireland; they not only refuſe to acknow- | 
1 Bm majeſty, as the ſupreme: governor, ſpiritual 
I, within his dominions, but declar@that 
— prince has the ſpiritual pre-eminence, juriſ- 
diction, and authority, within and throughout the 
Britiſh empire; thus, as far as in them hies, robbing 
— majeſty of one of the brighteſt and muſt valua- 
gems in his imperial crown; and without enjoy= 
= — the ry of paſt ages ſhews: us; that he 
is but half a king within Ay own dominions. 
That it is iopolſible to wreſt an immenſe degree of 
temporal power and dominion from the perſon who 
is acknomledged to poſſeſs the ſupreme ſpiritual 
power, the experience of all antiquity fhews. In 
truth the biſhop of Rome, (except: in two or 'three 
inſtances, when he claimed to: be lord paramount 
of .certain kingdoms, which he "IE to be pu 
en 
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den as temporal fees from the tem; patrimony 
of St. Peter, ſuch as Naples, and England, in the 
time of king John) never claimed any temporal 


authority in any kingdom in chriſtendom, fave as 
it Was i ably annexed to, and connected with, 
the exerciſe of his ſpiritual power, that the claim of 


the rack. 9638 t6: fpiritual authority within the realm, 
uivocally by all / the catholics & | 
— 5 l. welt hem, ipſo fafto,' with à vaſt 
| 33 wer, can be proved to demo 
by. numberle 2 — I ſhall juſt mention ns; a 
5 the — oe. matrimony, depends . almoſt 
entirely, the ſucceſſion to all temporal property, 
whether real or perſonal. N by the ca- 
tholics is held a ſacrament, its validity is entirely 
of ſpitituat juriſdiction; if the pope: then, as ca- 
tholics hold, has the ſupreme and final juriſdiction 
in this particular, ſee what temporal power he muſt 
— it; he. muſt in all cafes decide, whether 
under his father or his mother, 
a — to — — to, their real or perſonal 


property, becauſe ſuch deciſion: will depend on the 


validity of their marriage; he muſt decide, whether 
a party has or has not a right to intermarry with 
another, or whether a party is barred from that 
right by conſanguinity, affinity, pre- contract or for- 
mer marriage; he muſt finally decide on mainte- 
nance, alimony, or whether a man is, or is not, to 
pay the debts of .a woman who claims to be his 
wife; with a thouſand” other - temporal incidents. 


| Obſerve what: , the e of wo — 


ys juſt eſcaping 3 

urped ti zntertained err er 

fects, of the ſpiritual ee of ths pops; exer- 

eiſed in the caſe of matrimony alone. | 
In an Iriſh ſtatute enacted in the thirty-third y car 

ef: e the Sth, entitled, Fc ant for aner 


* 
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ate the” following paſſages): « 3 
« the uſurped power of the biſhop of 7 hath” 
% aways entatigted and troubled tlie mere" 7 22 
« and regal pot)" of ths land of feld, 5 7 
« ingwieteck mueh the ſubjects of the 
« uſutped power in them, as by rt — 
« ful,” which by God's word is lawful, both in 
* matrriages ard other things, wheteof ſome es 
« be left, which hereafter might Kindle 4 great fire. 
The ſtatute then' „that it was cuſtomary 
« for the court of Rome to divorce parties who hac 
been long married and had iffue, on the pretence 
« of pre- Contracts without conſummation, and of 
Hindered between couſins- german, and ſo to fourth 
and fifth degrees,” and of carnal knowledge of any 
« of the {ane kinne or affinity" before, in ſuch out- 
<«. ward degrees, to procure money for diſpbriſhtibns': 
&«< whereby not only niuch diſcord — lawfu married 
« . perſons hath ariſen, much debute amd fait at law, 
„ Toth torong ful vexation ; ani great damage of the 
« infibcent parties hath been procured, aud many juſt 
« marriages in doubt and danger of mdoing, and also 
« ' many' times undone, and lawful heirs difkerited, aud 
« marriages have been brought to fue an uncertainty 
2 that no marriage could be ſo ſure knit aud 
Zan tb ere lie in either of the party's 
er to defeat tie ſame.” 
catholics of this: country, under this pre- 
tended ſpiritual power of the pope, in defiance of 
the ſtatutes of Elizabeth, and William tlie third, 
all cachelies who ſhould attempt to exer- 
ciſe any eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction within this realm, 
have endeavoured, in the point of marriage, to eſta⸗ 
bliſh and exereiſe here, all this reprobated Jjdriſdiction 
of the poße· Tis a very ſfiort time ſinee L WS con- 
ſulted as am advocate,” by a very humane and wor- 
thy Baronet, repreſentative i in this parliament of a 
large and e * Wm advice, 1 
m 
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method he ſhould proceed to procure a remedy for 
an, injured female, on the following caſe : Two, te- 
nants of the baronet agreed to intermarry, they lived 
in the next pariſh to that in which the baronet re- 
ſided, and being both catholics, they were married 
at the baronet's requeſt in his pariſh, and by the 
prieſt of his pariſh, and not by, the prieſt of the 
pariſh in which they reſided ; after they had cohabited 
ſome time together, they were cited by the catholic 
vicar- general of the dioceſe of Tuam, to appear 
before him, and he declared their marriage to be null 
and void, on the ſingle ground of their having been 
married by the pariſh prieſt of the neighbouring 
pariſh, and not by the prieſt of their own pariſh ; 
the vicar-general alleging, that all marriages, cele-:- . * 
brated by any other perſon than the prieſt of the 
pariſh, in which the parties lived, without a ſpecial 
diſpenſation for the purpoſe, was a clandeſtine mar- 
riage, and that all clandeſtine marriages were decreed 
void by the council of Trent. ood / 
Will any reaſonable man aſſert, that the exerciſe -- 
of ſuch a ſpiritual power will not directly affect and 
invade the temporal rights of the ſubject, in his 
deareſt and neareſt Kee, ? I omit further inſtances 
of the inſeparability of ſpiritual power from temporal, 
though a thouſand could be given; and J refer any - 
. man, who has a mind further to inveſtigate this ſub- 
ſ ject, and to convince himſelf, that the perſon armed 
= with the whole ſpiritual power in any ſtate, will 
i neceflarily have a vaſt temporal power annexed to it, 


| and inſeparable from it, to Dr. Warburton's treatiſe, 
e Alliance. 1 
1 From what I have ſaid, I think I have made it 
18 pretty clear, that as long as the catholics refuſe to 
if! take the oath of ſupremacy, and perſiſt in ſuch re- 
| fuſal; and whilſt they deny and impugn that ſu- 
" - premacy, and maintain the ſupremacy. in ſpirituals 
of a foreign potentate, it is an impudent untruth 
| ; al to 
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to aſſert, that they have taken every oath of alle- 
giance and fidelity to the king, every pledge which 
can be deviſed for their eable demeanour, and 
unconditiona] ſubmiſſion to the laws. And I ſubmit it 
to this houſe, that I have clearly ſhewn, that the 
two foundations on which they build their whole 
merits in this petition, are fallacious, unſubſtantial, 
and rotten; and that conſequently, the whole ſu- 
perſtructure muſt fall to the ground. — _ 
The next three paragraphs in this petition ſtate, 
that catholics are excluded from every office of truſt 
or emolument, civil or military, from all officers 
in corporations, and that the law forbids them to 
found or endow any univerfity, college or ſchool 
for the education of their children. It is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the condition of the catholics in this 
* — is the very ſame with the condition of 
all diſſenters from the eftabliſhed church in England 
in all the above particulars, except that the Englith 
proteſtant diſſenters may found ſchools; and that it 
35 highly unreaſonable in the Iriſh catholics to expect, 
that the exiſting laws here ſhould be changed in 
thoſe | particulars, til the Engliſh nation ſhall 
think fit to repeal the teſt and corporation acts, and 
admit catholies to all employments of truſt and 
profit, civil and military; into all their corporate 
bodies; and permit them to found and endow uni- 
verfities, colleges and ſchools, for the home ma- 
nufacture of Romiſh prieſts; a meaſure which I will 
venture to affirm, no Engliſh miniſter will preſume 
to attempt. But it is here to be obſerved, that if 
the Iriſh law, which excludes catholics from all 
military employments, was to be repealed, they 
could reap no advantage from it ; for the fleet 1s en- 
tirely Britiſh, and the employments in it are diſ- 
poſed of to ſuch perſons only as are qualified to 
take them by the Engliſh laws, - which exclude ca- 
tholcs, The ſame may be faid, of all employ- 
| M 2 ments 
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ments in the army, for they. are di of by the 
and the whole army is Britul 1 part 
of it, whilſt employed in this cguntry 3 
this country, and is therefore ſaid to * on the 
eſtabliſhment. If the king ſhquld confer mili- 
tary commiſſions, in ſuch part of his army as 18 
on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, on catholjcs, he would 


S4 


act in direct violation of the laws, which 
we may reſt aſſured his ꝓre majeſty never will. 
And if the afts which: catholics from mili- 


tary employments were repealed in Ireland, and 
catholics appointed to ſuch employments, the 
moment any regiment an the Jriſh eſtabliſhment 
ſhould be ordered out of the kingdom, all commiſ- 
ſions of catholics ſerving therein, would be null 
and void. This excluſion of catholics from all 
places of truſt or emolument, civil or military, is 
thus with peculiar modeſty deſcribed i in the petition: 
* age agar which diſregards capacity or merit, 
admits of neither qualification or degree, and 
© reſts as an univerſal ſtigma of diſtruſt upon the 
« whole body * catholics.” K Ts moſt de- 
cent language tioners ey inſert in their 
petition, the d Kune invective againſt the general 
| Paley af the Britiſh conſtitution ; and to miſlead 
3 af their perſuaſion, they repreſent 
ves as being ſolely affected by the excluſion, 
though it extends in general to all diſſenters from 
the iſhed church: And I am bold to ſay, as 
no claſs of diſſenters amongſt his majeſty's ſubjects, 
except the Roman catholics, deny the 2 s ſu- 
premacy in ſpirituals, ſo far as- to veſt it in a foreign 
potentate, that ey, more y than any 
other clas of diſſenters,” ſhould be the objects of 
diſtruſt to the government, and excluded from all 
places of oe or fax civil or military, as they 


acknowledge two fo TER wide their alle- 
Eiance 


ö 22 
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giance betusen two maſters, by a ſort of ideal 
Houndary, in its own nature incapable of bei ag 
defined. 


The bee in their petition is a rank 
miſrepreſentation, to uit. That their excluſion 


from corporations gives an advantage over ca- 


4 tholics, to the members of them, who thereby 
1 eftabliſh through che kingdom a ſpecies of quali- 
« fied monopaly, uniformly operating in the disfa- 
« your af catholics, contrary to the ſpirit and 


highly detrimental to the freedom of trade.” By 


this miſrepreſentation the catholics endeavour to 
induce his majeſty to believe, that it is unjuft, im- 


politic, and detrimental to trade, to permit any 


ration to continue within this kingdom, and 
that they ſhould be therefore all diflolved and abo- 
hfhed, or that they ſhould be opened, (that is, con- 


ſiclering their numbers) ſurrendered into the hands 


of the catholics. Theſe two ſchemes, reſpecting 
corporations, are the favourite plans of the preſent 

ſet of reformers of the conſtitution; a kind of le- 
velling, independent, republican, deiſtical faction; : 
wh are, Paine, Price, and Prieſtley. The 

— of being all proteſtants, and 
members to — z Cer- 

wins i a ſtrong barrier unk the projected 
invaſion of the catholics; and corporations thus 
modelled, are the bulwarks of the proteſtant con- 
ſtitution 'of this country : Forty boroughs were 
created in the reign of James the iſt, when the 
crown had a right by its patents to create boroughs, 
for the e rpofe of throwing the balance 
into the ſcale . teſtants in parliament; 
which meaſure was e oppoled by the 
catholics of that age; and we ought to guard our 
boroughs, with a vigilance and activity, propor- 
tzoned to the violence of the exertions of the unit- 
0d ee of, levellers and catholics, either to 
75 deſtroy, 


* 
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_ deſtroy, or engroſs them. But it is utterly. untrue, 
that the members of any corporation in this king- 
dom, derive any advantage in trade over others 
who are not members of it; this falſehood was ſtuff- 
ed into the petition, to aggravate the bead-roll of 
_ pretended grievances of catholics. What advantages 
in trade have the members of the corporations of 
Dublin, Waterford, and Cork, over the catho- 
lic inhabitants of thoſe cities ? when Paine, Prieſt- 
ley, and Price, firſt publiſhed their ſeditious traſh, 
reflecting on the conſtitution eſtabliſhed, on the 
ſcore of unequal repreſentation of the people in 
the houſe -of commons, and inſtanced Mancheſter 
and Birmingham as having no repreſentatives in 
parhament, whilſt towns of little or no note re- 
turned repreſentatives : The wealthy traders, both 
of Mancheſter and Birmingham, reprobated the 
idea of their being converted into corporate towns; 
juſtly dreading evil conſequences to their induſtry 
and trade, from riots, drunkenneſs, and diſſipation, 
attending the canyaſling for votes, and the elec, 
tions of repreſentatives in parliament. Theſe great 
and opulent towns 'find no advantages in trade 
from their not being corporate towns, and from their 
not enjoying the expenſive franchiſes of corpo- 
rate bodies, nor have the catholics of Ireland 
any cauſe whatever to complain on a ſimilar 
account, | | 
Another grievance the catholics complain of in 
their petition, that they are interdicted from ob- 
taining degrees in the Univerſity of Dublin (if they 
are ſerious in conſidering it a grievance, which 1 
much doubt) is what FR I ſhall never ſee re- 
dreſſed; catholics have a right as the law now 
ſtands, to ſet up and eſtabliſh ſchoals in every part 
of the kingdom, for the education of their youth ; 
let that content them, and let them not expect to 
Wtrude themſelves into a participation of the emo. 
8 emen, 
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luments of an Univerſity, founded, and partly en- 
dowed- by Elizabeth, the great patroneſs of the re- 
formed religion, and whoſe endowments have been 
augmented by our ſucceſſive monarchs, for the 
" ſole purpoſe of planting in this kingdom a learned 
proteſtant colony, for the education of a pious - 
miniſtry, and the ſupply of miſſionaries to reclaim * 
the bigotted and ignorant natives from the errors 
of popery. God forbid, that I ſhould ever ſee 
the 3 intentions of the royal founders fruſ- 
trated, by the converſion of this ſeminary, and its 
revenues, to the ſupport and encouragement of po- 
pery, or its hallowed walls made the reſidence of 
ſuperſtition and treaſon: if, however, it ſhall be de- 
termined by our rulers that our univerſity ſhall be 
opened to the catholics, let- the Britiſh miniſtrxy 
lead the way, and firſt procure an act of parliament | 
in England, for opening the Enghſh univerſities of - 
Oxford and Cambridge to catholics, from attain- 
ing any degree, in which, catholics are barred by 
Engliſh acts of parliament, and then perhaps the 
bitter potion of conferring academical degrees in 
the univerſity of Dublin on catholics, may be 
more readily ſwallowed by the infatuated, betrayed, 
and deſerted proteſtants of this country. It is here 
neceſſary to remark, that catholics are not inter- 
dicted from obtaining degrees in the univerſity 
of Dublin by the charter and ſtatutes of that uni- 
verſity 4 but by the Iriſh act of the 2d of Eliz. 
chap. 1. ſec. 10. which, though enacted before the. 
foundation of the univerſity of Dublin, yet, by ſpe- 
cial words, extends to all univerſities, which ſhould, 
after the date of that act, be founded or eſtabliſned. 
in this kingdom. | Ee 7 | 
The next paragraph of the petition relates to 
the laws which reſtrain papiſts from carrying arms; 
laws certainly very neceffary when they were en- 
ated, and, from recent experience, very * 8 
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be now-rigorouſly enforced. Excluſive of the direct 
falſity of part of this „no paragraph ever 
teemed with groſſer miſre ation and fraud; if 
ſuppreſſion of the neceſſity of enacting tlie; of at 
circumſtances of mitigation end exception» in the 
laws themſelves, and: of their duration) exrcution, 
and effects, are to be reed miſrepreſertation” 
and fraud. | 
Firſt, the petition ſtates, that catholics are form 
prohibited from ing or uſing; weapons” for the 
defence of their houſes; families, andperſons; whert-' 
by they are exposed to the N 
robbery, or aſſaſſination: This is at onee a ſup 
of truth, and a ſi n of falſehood; rk — 
the truth, that all the ſtatutes enacted to 
_. catholics from keeping arms in this kingdom; give a 
| er to the lord lieutenant and privy — to: 
ieence any catholie- they may think fit, to keep 
and carry arms; and that! no catholit nobleman;- 
gentleman, or even farmers of reſpectable characters, 
have ever been refuſed ſuch licenſes; when they have 
properly applied for them; and that ſuch licenſe is 
to he granted without any gtatuity, fee, or reward, 
ſaye one- ſhilling for the — thereof; and they 
ſuggeſt a falſchood- in ſtating that they ate — 
prohibited from Neeping or uſing: weapons; 
in mentioning the ſtatute for the ſſ been 
of a dangerous catholic banditti, called whit 
the 15th: and 16th years of his preſent majeſty*s" 
reigh, who ravaged ſeveral parts of this Kingdom by: 
intervals, for ſeveral! years, exerciſing the moſt 
unbeard- of cruelties, on the pracenble and umeſfend- 
ing proteſtant inhabitants; they ſtats; that every 
| Catholic of whatever degree, peer or peafant, -- 
is compellable by any -ringi{trate to come forward, 
* convict himſelf, of keeping arms for his deferive;; 
or, if he refuſes ſo to corvi tamfelf; he may not 
only ineur fine and impriſontment, but the vile and 


ignominious 
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ignominious puniſhment of pillory and whipping; 
I this graph alſo, the — of 9 
ſuggeſtion of falſehood, are very notorious and re- 
markable: Firſt, all catholics are not ſubject to 
the proviſions of this act, but ſuch only as are not 
duly licenſed: by the lord lieutenant and privy council, 
to keep or carry arms: Secondly, the act pro- 
vides, That no perſpn ſhall. be convicted, or 
* incur any penalty, for any offence, upon any con- 
« feſſion or diſcovery he or ſhe ſhall make, on bei 

* examined on oath before a magiſtrate, nor ſhall 
* any ſuch examination be given in evidence againſt 

the perſon ſo examined, unleſs ſuch perſon ſhall 
* be indicted for having committed wilful perjury 
on ſuch examination.” From hence it appears 
to be utterly untrue, that any catholic is compel- 
lable by any magiſtrate, . to come forward, and by 
his own confeſſion convict himſelf of any offence, 
or that he can incur any penalty for an offence diſ- 
cloled by ſuch confeſſion. Thirdly, as the petition 
is worded, it is inſinuated, that a perſon refuſing to 
appear before a magiſtrate, and to be examined as 
directed by the act, may incur the puniſnment of fine 
and impriſonment, and alſo that of pillory and 
whipping ; and on this part of the act the petition 
makes a moſt pathetic, and at the ſame time an in- 
flammatory remark, for the purpoſe af exciting the 
reſentment of their ſect; but no catholic, as the act 
is worded, can be puniſhed at all for refuſing to 
appear before a magiſtrate, and be examined accord- 
ing to the act, provided he has obtained a licenſe 
for keeping and carrying arms, nor can he be pu- 
niſhed in any manner, unleſs he ſhall be indicted, tried 
and convicted for ſuch refuſal, nor can the pumifh- 
ments of fine and impriſonment, and alſo . 
ping and pillory, be inflicted on the ſame perſon for 
the ſame offence; it is left to the diſcretion of 
the judge, who tries the offender, if he ſhall be found 
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be now rigorouſſy enforced. Exeluſtve of che direct 


falſity of part of this 
teemed with groſſer miſreꝑ 
ſuppreſſion of the neceſſity of enacting them; of af 
circumſtances of mitigation end excepti 


„no ever 


and fraud. 


Firſt, the petition ſtates, that catholics are toratlyy 


prohibited from or uſing; weapons” for! the 
* — of their Ne families, and perſons; wert 


by they are expoſed to the violence of bungie, 
robbery, or afelination': This is at one a fup pom 

of truth, and a f n of falſehood; they ſupprefs 

the truth, that he ſtatutes b to 


Catholics from . — in this kingdom, give ny! | 


. ome to the lotd- lieutenant and privy council; to 


cence any catholie- they may think fit, to keep 


and carry arms; and that no catholit nobleman;- 
gentleman, or even farmers of reſpectable characters, 
have ever been refuſed ſuch licenſes; when they have 
properly applied for them; and that ſuch lioenſe is 
to he granted without any gtatuity fee, or reward, 


ſaye —— ſhilling for the writing thereof; and they 


ſuggeſt a falſebeod in ſtating that they are ror ny 
prohibited from Heeping: or uſing; weapons. Next, 
in mentioning the ſtatute for the ſupp 
of a dangerous catholic banditti, called whit 


the 15th and 16th years of his preſent 1 


reign, who ravaged ſeveral parts of this kingdom by 
intervals, for ſeveral years, the moſt 
unbeard- of cruelties, on the praceuble and urioffend- 


ing proteſtant inhabitants; they ſtats; that every“ 
catholic of whatever degree, peer or peafant, 


is compellable by any mngiffrate to come forwurd, 
—— bimſelf, of keepmy arms for his defenoe; 
or, if he refuſes ſo to cov hunfelf, he may not 


only ineur fine and impriſonment, but the vile — 
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ignominious puniſhment of pillory and whipping. 
hh this 9 the ſuppreſſion of truth — 
ſuggeſtion of falſehood, are very notorious and re- 
markable: Firſt, all catholics are not ſubject to 
the provifions of this act, but ſuch only as are not 
duly licenſed: by the lord lieutenant and privy council, 
to keep or carry arms: Secondly, the act pro- 
vides, © That no perſpn ſhall be convicted, or 
* incur any penalty, tor any offence, upon any con- 
« feflion or diſcovery he or ſhe ſhall make, on bei 
* examined on oath before a magiſtrate, nor ſhall 
* any ſuch examination be given in evidence againſt 
the perſon ſo examined, unleſs ſuch: perſon ſhall 
ebe indicted for having committed wiltul perjury 
« on ſuch examination.” From hence it appears 
to be utterly untrue,' that any catholic is compel- 
lable by any magiſtrate, . to come forward, and by 
his own confeſſion convict himſelf of any offence, 
or that he can incur any penalty for an offence dif- 
cloled by ſuch confeſſion. Thurdly, as the petition 
is worded, it is inſinuated, that a perſon refuſing to 
appear before a magiſtrate, and to be examined as 
directed by the act, may incur the puniſhment of fine 
and impriſonment, and alſo that of pillory and 
whipping ; and on this part of the act the petition 
makes a moſt pathetic, and at the ſame time an in- 
flammatory remark, for the purpoſe of exciting the 
reſentment of their ſect; but no catholic, as the act 
is worded, can be puniſhed at all for refuſing to 
appear before a magiſtrate, and be examined accord- 
ing to the act, provided he has obtained a licenſe 
for keeping and carrying arms, nor. can he be pu- 
niſhed in any manner, unleſs he ſhall be indicted, tried 
and convicted for ſuch refuſal, nor can the puniſn- 
ments of fine and impriſonment, and alſo whip 
ping and pillory, be inflicted on the. ſame perſon tar 
the ſame offence; it is left to the diſcretion of 
the judge, who tries the offender, if he ſhall be found 
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nt, that of pillory and whi | #7 Mr 
it is ve == known, that when a 

etion, the 3 
ping was never indiced on any malefactors, but 
on thoſe of the loweſt and meaneſt degree, as were 
indeed the generality of white. boys, for the ſuppreſ+. 
2 of whom this ſtatute was enacted. The aſſer- 


tion therefore that all catholics, peers a: > 74 


may, by the operation of this ds be fubye 
the ignominious purihmemt of file, and 


5 a miſrepreſentation. petit) 
I moſt fraudulently, the laſt clauſe of 
tiny cent, which is. in the words allowing :=— 
AND whereas it is intended that this law thall 


an day 'T 
This ftatute, it is true, has baen con · 

—— to time, becauſe the diſorders for 

= on of which it uns enacted have conti- 

nued time to time; nay, ſimilar . — 

. Louth, 

Cavan, Meath, and Dublin, by a banditti; all catho- 


"ks, calling them(chves DEFENDERS, withamalig | 


nant adtivity, which has, as yet, generally evaded ar 
Gefcated the utmoſt — pe of The x 
to ſuppreſs them, But the catholic petition has 
omitted to fate, that this aft will expire with the 
next ſeſſion of parliament, ynle(s the — 9. — 


3 ſect ſhall render it noceſſary to continue 
it. will be naturally ed by wr ng 
and his miniſters in England 1 com- 


* weary the — of — 


to arms, contained in the petition, that the 
rim EEE in that tacular been rigidly 
executed, With what aftoni then muft w 


to inflict the puniſhment either of fine and 
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timony of all the inhabitants of this 
ther cathohes or proteſtants. That cathelics, in 
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be ſtruck, when mformed that theſe laws have been 
ſeldom put in execution, and then never generally, 
— 2 {mall ciftticts of the country, which have 
rus commotions, and inſur· 
A 5 05 padded the year 1749 anc 
ng am, ed in the year 1 
tat thea of the yeh of k Wide, mad, = an 
1 the better the do 
« diſarming papiſts; a the 7 15th 
of ee thro, r eilarning papifts is an atnend- 
ment, has been rarely executed, except upon the 
apprehenſion of invaſion or public ciſturbance ; 


and even then, with all poflible lenity and moderation: 
And to prove that the clauſes in the abt of this 


15th and 16th of his preſent majeſty, 
the diſarming of catholics, have never bee 


T1 


into execution, except in times of public infurre 


nene 
meaneſt of the people; and that no perion has ever 
pet fuffered the puniſhment of pillory and | 


ping under that act, I can fafely appeal to the tel: 
5 . 


any degree ſuperior to the very loweft of the 
as never had any apprehenſion, that the provi- 
ſions in this act were intended to affect them, or 
ever would be executed againſt them, appeared 
moſt maniſeſtly during the feaſon of v 


at act; the cathofirs; not only 
jor pe proteſtants in not! of the — 
corps throughout the kingdom, were regiment 
carried arms publicly, and learned military tactics; 
but they formed themſelves into 


— 
corps, well armed, accoutred, and 1 in mili- 


in mii 


tary exerciſe, and marched, "ar appeared” 
tary array on all occaſions, as other volunteers. 
i ſaw myſelf a corps * volunteers, _ 
8 0 ; 2 | e 
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the Iriſh Brigade, nineteen in twenty of which were 
cathohcs, march through: the city of Dublin, and 
cloſe to the gates of the caſtle, the reſidence of his 
majeſty's heutenant, wow with other volunteers, 
to be reviewed in his majeſty's Phoenix- park. I had 
the curioſity to count the volunteers on that day, 

as it was a review of all the volunteers in the pro- 
vince of Leinſter;: I ſtood. on. Eflex-bridge, and 
counted them xccurately, and as-well as I now recol- 
lect, they amounted to about two ſand men, 
and no more; of which about one thitd were ſer- 
viceable men, if called to action; of this whole 
number, the Iriſh Brigades amounted to ſix hun- 
dred, and all the other volunteers of the city of 
Dublin amounted to about four hundred only; ſo 
that the catholics of Dublin then in arms, without 
a man of them having a licenſe. to carry arms, or 
having ever applied for one, exceeded all the proteſ- 
tant corps of the city of Dublin, by — two 
hundred, and this in the view, and as it were under 
the noſe of government. Does not this prove to a 
demonſtration, that the better ſort of catholics never 
imagined that the ſtatute of the 15th and 16th of 
his preſent majeſty. tended to, or ever ably be put 5 
in execution againſt them.  -. _ 

The next aph of the petition is one conti- 
nued _ entation. It ſtates, that the perſonal 
3 all catholics is inſecure, tliat the law al- 

and encourages the diſobedient child to conform, 
and deprive the catholic parent of it; and that the 
father does not, by the ſurrender of his all, purchaſe | 
his repoſe, he * be attacked by new bills, if his 
future induſtry be ſucceſatul, and again be plun- 
dered by due proceſs of law. This miſrepreſen - 
tation ariſes, either from a miſconſtruction of the 
acts of the 2d of Ann. chap, 6th, intitled, An act to 
prevent the further growth of popery*; and of 
the; 8th of Ann. chap. the 3d, untitled, An act 


ts 
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to explain and amend the aforeſaid act of the ſe- 


cond of Anne, and the act of the 17th and 18th of 5 
his preſent majeſty; chap. 49; or, from the ſcheme 

of fraud and impoſition; ſo unremittingiy pur» | 
ſued through the whole performance; from the 
notes annexed to the edition of this petition, pubs. 


hihed by the catholic ſub-committee, I am con- 


vinced it did not ariſe from ignorance, but frem 
premeditated deſign of impoſition. The two afore D 
{aid acts of the 2d and ' 8th of "Queen Anne, the _ 
rſt, . but one 
act of parliament in effect, and ure alwapr conſi- 


firſt to prevent the growth of 
other to explain and amend: the fi 


deted in law as two parts of one + waole : The act 


of the ſecond of Anne, in ſection the third, gives 


the conforming child of a popiſn parent, a night 


to file a bill in chancery againſt the parent, ſtating 


the degree and ability of the parent, and his or her 


conformity, and praying, that the chancellor may 


decree a maintenance and portion to ſuch child 
out of the 's effects, ſuitable to the degree anc? 


ability of ſuch parent: The portion which the act 
enabled the chancellor to decree on ſuch bill, not to 


de payable till the death of ſuch parent. Under the 
word ability, this act ſubjected both the real and per- 
ſonal eſtate of the catholic parent to the maintenance 
and portion of the conforming child. This act of 


very cafily eluded. by fictitious conveyances, j 


ments, and incumbrances : And there was alſo ſome 


difficulty in determining, what the child ſhould per- 
form, in reſpe& to conformity, in order to intitle 


him to relief under this act: To remedy theſe de- 
fects the ſtatute of the 8th' of Anne was enacted, 


giving the conforming child no new remedy agait 


the catholic parent, but it regulates and ſettles 


what the conforming child muſt do, to entitle him to 
file a bill againſt his parent for a maintenance 


and portion; and it obliges the parent to diſcover - 15 


on 
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the zd of Anne, the catholic parents of that Ae. 
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an that, if the deer u Brute by the 175 
and 18th of his prefent majsſty, from: SOLE HY 
Portion or maintenanes tt the n | 
à catholic, en à bill filed hy — 

ages to the 2d of gy ; be vale 1 


y ing child. 
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Wit to 1 | 
lief to be given upon gg It L ese Foy Bec 
8 bill for maintenance and ien un — 
— which, will not alſa 
purpoſe, under the 2d of Anne. And the 8 is 
s/n recited clauſe” of the 17th: ape 14th (gf bis Pre- 
ent majeſty, 4 any thing contained 10 ah 40h Of 
e ſtatute to the cantrary Sanding,” 
# ſuceping. clanſe, incehuchng the Sith of Anne 
every, other ſtatulta, if any there is, y high c | 
any manner ſerve to eguntenance the ue 7 22 
. for lang terms of years: taken by WAL Ber 

tween the year 1778 and 2a, dur Jighle Jet ie 
| mance | Lind conforming eh. 
went it. — | 
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1778; which is a provi kat 
ich bill is meipteinable : and the eathohes of 
Ireland may reſt aſſured, that. they ap ta | 
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caſes; and the conſequences; deduced in the peti- 
tion, of this excluſion, from a mals of exaggerated 
miſrepreſentations and falſehood. © Of their excluſion 
from grand juries, they ſtate the rn eme 
as the conſequences. 
Firſt, That they are deprived of that humans and 
equitable principle of the law, which ſays, that no 
man ſhall be convicted of any capital offence, unleſs 
by the concurring verdiets of two yur of his neigh- 
bours and equals. -- ; 
'Seeondly, that they are thereby deprived of tho 
great palladium of the conſtitution, trial by: their 
rs. 
1110 thirdly, That it is manifeſt Wan to have 


their property taxed in aſſeſſments, by a "DEEP from 


which they are formally excluded. 

As to t the fi firſt ſuggeſted hardſhip, it is a falſehood: 
There is no principle of the law which ſays, that 
no man {hall be convicted of any capital offence, 
unleſs by the concurring verdicts of two juries of his 
neighbours and equals ; the verdict of one jury of 
twelve men, will convict or acquit any perſon who 
is tried before them for a capital crime; and neither 
catholic or proteſtant commoner, can be convict- 
ed of any crime, capital or otherwiſe, except by 
the verdict of twelve men, his neighbours and 
equals, (that is, twelve commoners, his'peers, ) given 
upon li _ This falſehood, I f appaſe, they will 
attempt to fu by a pai in Blackſtone's 
on — gar hc b ham, and perhaps miſ- 
underſtood, which is as follows: That no man 
« can be convicted at the fuit of the King, of any 
. capital offence, unleſs by the unanimous voice, 

(not verdict) of . en of his equals, and 
* neighbours ; Y _ is, 3 Of twelve at leaſt of the 
= « grand jury, place, aſſenting to the 
K accuſation, he Gone by the whole petit 


1 of twelve more, finding hin guilty on 2 his 
"74 t 5 
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« trial.” And in. the preceding page, the fame au- 
thor ſtates, © That the gra yr ae nl ther hear 
« evidence on behalf of the prolecution; 

an inditment; is only in the nature 14 
« or. acculation, which is afterwards to be tried and | 


to en- 


; ient 
pon the party to anſwer it; Thus 
it is evident, 2 jury tries no man, and 
gives no werdict. Catholics have the ſame advan- 
tage as proteſtants of that maxim of lau, that no 
man can be convicted of any capital offence, ex- 
cept by . of hun 
. that is, by they ent of 2 
os urors, commoners; to priety N 
; the indictment or the cali te a way 
4 62 and to the determination of his guilt, by 
— petit jurors, all commaners alſo, and his peers, 
on their aaths an the trial, which is called a verdict: 
ee eee ee | 
rein —— re HE EY KR 
O in $741 
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| clubion of cathohes 
dene s falſehood, ei that ,eatholics are deprived | 
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moners are not '* to. each; hes, in the legal 
ſenſe 8 peers; and catholics may ſerve 


* - oe 


— nts daily gany. 
The third hardfhmp deduced by the petition 

the exclufion of eathokes from grand: yanes is, that 
| it is manifeſt injuftzce to have 


tamed in this complaint is remarkable; they repre- 
ſent thernſelves in every caſe which can corne to be 


2 


tried beſo a jury, in a worſe condition than 
en petit juries” e ay civil cafe, except on trials of 
ations between and 

that tow, providk 
wy crunmal matter whatſoever, 

nf offences under the popery laws; in which caſes, 
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ty, WhO are now. 
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ESE and the offences they may cummit, 


| their brethern. 


of all their other calamities. In all he prior 
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out to them the guile and fraud of the catholic 


ſurrender af crary thing | 
ſecurity for the peaceable .cnjojiment.dt t 
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are in ſome ifew ,caſes of ahſalute neceſſity far the 
ſake of juſtice, tobe. tried by l fl 
is, hy thoſe nee 3 


ipnominy ; and as the cauſe and bitter 


of their 
r in clumiy-.groundiess- 
notorious miſrepreſentation, fi 


petition they deal in bold 9 
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- all the piteotis and ic declamation, which lay 
within the ſtores of the whole fraternity. They en- 
deavour to perſuade his majeſty, that the depriva- 
tion of the elective franchiſe has reduced them to 
the moſt miſerable ſtate it 1s poſhble to e human 
creatures to; that excluſion from the elective fran- 
chile; ſubjects them to every evil and misfartuge 
to which human nature is liable. Aſter this lamenta- 
table exordium, they proceed to ſtate the evils parti- 
4 , to which excluſion from the bann 
ſubj s them. | 
fea Firſt, that bat they are taxed} where they ave not fe- 
preſented actuall 3 and bound by laws, 
| ——— der ave nopover togive or 
withhold their aſſent. | 


| . from 

| T ͤ 

pen, that multitudes of the catholic tenantry in 

vers counties in the Kingdom ate, 4 

their leaſes, expelled from their tenements and farms, 

to make room for proteſtant freeholders, to fi 

the intereſt of their and that this uncertainty 

of. poſſeſſion of the catholic tenantry, diſcourages in- 

ofth — eee 

e m. 

Thirdly, that many catholics, to a their 

families total deſtruction, and prefering per)! 

to famine, eee f e 

their conſcience, NING e 

— be firſt tos | 

to t grievance to ariſe from 

the excluſion of catholics from the elective fran- | 

chiſe, that of their being taxed where they are not 

repreſented: actually or virtually; and bound 

_ Laws, in the framing; of which they cannot expreſs 

. aſſent or diſſent; it is proper to obſerve, that in all 

' their late publications, and in this petition, they ſtate, 
9 * . 
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of this country, as well as of 
fit to preſcribe certain 
poſſeſſion of which no 


counties is, that 
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of the inhabitants only, which altogether amount to 


four millions; conſequently the proteſtants, by their 


ſtatement, amount to one million. The legiſlature 

„ has thought 
qualifications, without the 

perſon is allowed to vote for 

and by our conſtitu- 


repreſentatives in 


tion the legiſlature has an undoubted right ſo to do. 


One of theſe qualifications in Ireland as to voters in 
voter ſhall have a freehold of 
the yearly value of ſhillings at the leaſt ; ano- 
d which extends to all voters whether in counties 
or boroughs is, that the voters ſhall be proteſtants. 
It is computed that all perſons whe enjoy the elec- 
_ franchiſe in Ireland, whether in counties or bo- 
8, do not exceed the number of fixty thou- * 
fn; och there are in Ireland, nine red and 
thouſand proteſtants who” do not 9 the 


| 29 franchiſe, admitting, for — 25 $ 
calculations of the catholics, as to the relative num- 
bers of the inhabitants of this kingdom, to be true; 


atid the number of proteſtants excluded from the 


elective franchiſe in Ireland, are to thoſe proteſtants - A 


who enjoy it in the-proportion nearly of eighteen to 
one; hence, eighteen out of nineteen gf the proteſ 
tant inhabitants of Ireland are in the (elf ſame con- 


dition, in reſpect to excluſion from the elective fran · 
chiſe with the catholics; and if the catholic po- 


ſition is true, are not actually or virtually repreſent- 


doch in Lagen It muſt be here remarked, that 
i 5 
inthe realm hav ben ket ſuppoſed to be, both 


and Ireland, the whole commons 


ted by the houſe of 
members: of the ode have 


ages paſt been elected by the whole commons 
of the realm, but -by comparatively a ſmall part 
only; that catholics, by and qualify- 
e the laws wy ſtate direct, may 


attain 


"4 
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xttain the cletive franchiſe, and that all pears who 
podieſs a capability of bet | 


diſquiſition actual or virtual repreſonta- 
Wi e that in lame Rates, 
which extenſive territory and population, it 
is utterly impracticable to extend the clective ſran- 
chiſe to all conditions of people, and at the ſune time 
fupport any regular form of government 7 and chat the 
plan of election, now adopted by the French atlaſſins, 
r Te II he MOI. 
confuſion, and 
Thefecond evil which the petition fiates, that ca- 
tholics endure by their exclufion from the elective 
franchiſe, and on the fcore-of which they utter the 
molt pitiful exclamatians, is, that ſuch is the ma- 
— of this law of excluſion, that from its very 
nature, it is the cauſe af the f the catho- 
lic tenantry from their farms, ere 
1 tenures, and IS — 
the kingdom. This is one of the — 
| Galſchoods that ever was adrandet in any age or 
country; there is ſcarde one gentieman in this houſe 
with the internal ſtate of this country, 
who does not iknow it tobe a. fulſehood ; it 
now the almoſt uniuerſal made of deteimg lands in 
weiland, for the landlord to arbvertife his lands at 
the expiratiom of a leaſe, to be det to the beſt and 
tagheft budder, amd to let thm accotingiy, without 


_ confidermg tlie religion of the tenant, but 
.. his „and the price'he offers; but 1 will de- 


monificate-it to ben fulſrood from their own Rate 
_ of their-caſe, and their oum teaſaning. The ca- 

alwlics of Ireland, as they »ſtate, amount: to three | 
wurths of the whole inhabitants; the 
— — — amount . 
Garth; ed etna ay: +> 


to the one 
to 
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farming and country bufimeſa, exceed the proteſtants 
ol the ſame claſs in a much greater portion than 
their relative numbers bear, from Ins not now 
noceſſary to enumerate: So that f the catho- 
lic calculation ef numbers to be true, the catholic 
farmers muſt exceed the proteſtants in the proportion 
of at leaſt fix to one. Hence it is impoſfiblo that 
the 2 contained 9 catholic petition, 
Ee the expulſion of catholic tenantry in 
proteſtants, can be true ; becauſe, if a pro- 
teſtant added was ever ſo much inclined to expel 
his catholic tenantry, and fubſtitute proteſtants in 
their room, it is impoſſible for him, from want of pro- 
teſtants, to gratify ſuch inclinations ; and it is evident 
to demonſtrat ion, frem the ſtatement of the catho- 
| lics in the petition, that fix parts in fever: of the 
ingdom muſt be e. and the proteſtant 
| _ their eatho- 
hc tenantry, in expectation ing proteſtant 
tenants. Thus I have convicted the catholics of 
downright falſchood in this erk, * 


ſtatement in their petition. 
petition aegs = 


| The third grievance, which the 
to be a conſequence of the exclufion — catholics 
from the ebe, franchuſe, and — the eee 


— — from 
pe and thereby, with 
their famihes becoming the prey of famine, conform 
to the proteſtant religion againſt their conſciences, 
and peyure themſelves by taking oaths they do not 
believe. have already ſhewn that no ſuch grievance 
as the e of catholics from ther farms in 
conſequence- of electioneering ſchemes exiſts, or 
ever did exiſt, in this Kingdom; and if the ſtatement 
of the catholics contained in their petition be true, 
i is impoſſible it could, or can exiſt, and therefore 


no 
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no ſuch conſequence. can follow from it as this third 
pretended grievance. ' I do indeed admit, that at 
all county elections in this kingdom, chere are to be 
found catholics wicked enough to perjure them: 
ſelyes by ſwearing that they "are not catholics, to 
enable themſelves to vote; and this is partly admitted 
in the writs of Edward Byrne, aftey mentioned; but 
they do this voluntarily, and are yl induced by 
any neceſſity or cauſes, fave their depravity, avarice, 
and perhaps ambition, to do oY 11 hope the 
election laws in this kingdom will Nor Al changed ' 
on account of ſuch wicked miſcreants, who. are as 
ready to perjure themſelves on any other account, if 
paid for it, as on elections; and who have cauſed the 
words * Iriſh Evidence to be echoed throughout 
Great Britain, as terms of \ proverbial ciſgrace * to this 
cob on, after tat ſtring of 
a 
which eng Tower bad exiſtence, 1 
ing from the excluſion of catholics from the elective 
franchiſe, then proceeds to claim this franchiſe 
as à right, and ſounds the claim of right of the ca- 
tholics on as bold untruths as any contained in 
the former part of their petition, or rather bolder; | 
for the principal falſchood on which the petitioners | 
ground it, ſtands refuted by the public records, by 
acts of parliament, and by hiſtory ; and this falſe- 
hood alfo includes a libel on the proteſtant governs 
ment of this country ſince the eee, Ne nd- 
leſs and malicious as ever ye bliſhed. The 
petition ſtates, That the right wes nchiſe, that is, 
* of elective franchiſe, was ſecured, at leaſt to a 
great part of the catholic body, by the treaty of 
Limerick, in 1691, guaranteed by King William 
« and Queen Mary, and finally confirmed and ra- 
+ tified by parliament; notwithſtanding which, arid 
in direct breach of the 1 faith of the nation; 
thus ſolemnly pledged, for which -their —_ 
pal 
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e paid @ n conſideration, i in the ſurrender of 
their arms and a great part of the kingdom, 
and notwithſtanding the moſt ſcrupulous adhe- 
« rence on the part the catholics to "he terms of 
„the ſaid treaty, | and their unremitting loyalty 
« from that day to the preſent, the faid right of 
_ <« elective franchiſe was finally; and univerſally taken 
away from the catholics Irdand, ſo late as the 
« firſt year of his majeſty king George the 2d.” It 
will not be very difficult to 0 the notorious falſe- 
hoods of every part of this ph. The whole bo- 
dy of Iriſh catholics, after the abdication of king James 
the 2d, in England, took up arms, under the pre- 
tence of ſupporti 9 title to the crown of Ireland; 
but in reality for the purpoſe of overturning the pro- 
teſtant eecletaſtical eſtabliſhment in'thi a, aus" 92 
and ſubſtituting popery in its ſtead ; and of fe parating 
this country for ever from England; as all perf 
who have read the proceedings of che Powys: 
iament held in Dublin, — 5 the ale of 
James in 1689, muſt be convineed. The pro- 
teſtants of this Fan ow: took up arms in their own 
defence, and were ſupported by a formidable army, 
ſent from England by king William, to their aſfiſt- 
ance; after two years of a bloody and deſtructive 
civil war, the catholic forces, every where routed | 
and defeated,” were driven into the city of Limerick, 
in which, in the autumn of the year 1691, they were 
cloſely beſieged by the generals of king William, 
and the proteſtant army under their command. Pent 
up in this city, the catholic army was reduced to 
enter into articles of capitulation with the general 
of king Williani, the Baron de Ginckle, on the third 
day of October, 1691, which capitulation is ſtiled 
the military articles of Limerick; theſe military ar- 
ticles relate ſolely to the catholic regular army and 
Tapparees, a kind of irregular cathoſie aul. then 


in ums in the counties 2 Cork, Clare, and 
P Kerry: : 


I 
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Kerry, and to the garriſon of the town 2 which 
had ſurrendered on e th 4 6 

The chief conditions, military 
articles, relate to the fafe-tranfportation 3 


of ſuch officers and ſoldiers rr wy as muuld 
chooſe to embark- for that country. Of the whole, 


Luttrdll, and Col. Purcell, 


vate ſoldiers ; the zeſt; to the amount of twenty thou- 
ſand men, choſe: ta embark for France, and were 
aden. thither acco 8 See Harris's be of 


r 
3 capitulation ane by t 1 


and 
general Ginckle on the one part, and b "the catholic 
gener of landed property, amongſt whom were 


Garret Dillon, Sir Theobald Butler, and John 
Bromn, 
nence, o 


. threr cathohc lawyers of great. emi- 
he other part. This 2 ig called 


the nai} atticks of Limerick; L 


e | 


number, with a. 10 of poftſcript, 
Cat. John Braun, and the firſt of them 
to the Noman catholics (not catholics) of or fora] 
in general, and is confined entirely to certain ftipula- 
tions reſpecting the exerciſe of their religion. The 
laſt of theſe articles is in the words following: Laſt- 
< ly, the lords juſtices and general do undertake, that 
their majefties will ratify thete articles within the 
e ſpace of eight months or ſooner, and uſe their ut- 
** moſt endeavours that the fame ſhall be —— 
and confirmed im parkament.” It is proper 
to obſerve, that as the king has no power — 
conftitution, to make laws by his om authority to 
bind his ſubjects, laws ing internal 


ment and the regulation of his kingdom, maſt be 


enacted . The king, his. 1 


together with ſome officer ' of imfatior rank; and pri- 


| 


* my TY * . — "—"— * Ga 


cron could not perforrn any e 
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or generals, had, no power to contract abſolutely with 
the catholies of this kingdom, his own ſubjects, 


then in actual rebellion againft him; for any civil 


or immunities - whatſoever, parliament 
2 pomer of makin aaa, and 
it appears by this I zth article, that the able lawyers 
who conducted this capitulation on the part af the 
catholics, well underſtood the conſtitution 
in this point; and they muſt have alſo known, that 
every law made 8g Parliament, is again revocable 
2 repealable by at any time, when 
either the en ament, or a ſucceeding, one, 
may think it fit and expedient to = The 
wil articles, 

nor could xt contract to perform any of them, except 
ſuch part of them as related to the releaſe or ceftora- 
tion of ſuch eſtates as were hable to forfeiture, or had 
been ſeized or forfeited, on account of the rebellion, 
which became thereby the property of the crown; 
and ſo far, and no farther, could the crown ratiſy the 


1 of Limerick, or guarantee them in 


any manner. The catholic army, as to the .reft of 


the civil articles, ſurrendered expreſahy am the condi- 


tion that the crown fhould uſe its utmoſt inſfuence 


3 on the parliament to ratify them; ſuch 
engagement the crown fulfilled with the utmoſt good 


faith ; and if the crown, after. exerting its utmoſt 
influence with-parlament | for the purpole, was una- 


bie to prevail on the parliament to ratify theſe civil 
articles in their full extent, as was the caſe, the capi- 


tulation of Limerick was in no wile infringed ; the 


cron and the rebel army in Eametick having only 
cContracted, that as much of theſe articles as colald be 


performed 'by the crown, and as much as ſhould be 


aſterwards ratified: 7 parliament, ſhould be carried 


into execution. 
There is avtione of theſe civil ien 5 A 


rick. which ſecures the enjoyment ef the - eleQtive 
P 2 franchiſe 


— — — - 


even mentions it. The article on whic 
tholic writers have attempted. to ground their afſer- 
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franchiſe to the catholics of Ireland, or to any 


part of them, or ,recognizes in any manner their 
right to ſach franchiſe, as ftated in the 8 


ſome ca- 


tions, reſpecting rights pretended to be acquired by 
the articles of 3 is the ſecond article. It is 
in ſubſtance as follows: That all the inhabitants or 
<« reſidents of Limerick, or any other garriſon then 
in poſſeſſion of the Iriſh, and all officers and ſoldiers 
then in arms under any commiſſion of king James, 
or thoſe authorized by him to grant the fame, in 
« the. ſeveral counties of Limerick, Corke, | Clare, 
« Kerry, and Mayo, or any of them, and all fuck ar 
« are under their 12 oteftion in ſaid counties; and all 
* commiſſioned officers in bel majeſty's quarters, 
belonging to the Iriſh regiments in being, that were 
& treated with, and were not priſoners o war, or had 


& taken protection, who ſhould return and ſubmit 


* to their. majeſty's obedience, their and every of 
* their heirs, ſhould hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy, all and 
te every of their eſtates of freehold ind. inheritance, 
x and all the rights, titles, and intereſts, privileges, 
% and immunities, which they, and every, or any of 
them, held, enjoyed, or were rightfully and 

*intitled to, in the reign of king Charles the ad, or 
at any time ſince, by the laws and ſtatutes that 
were in force in the reign of king Charles the 2d, 
diſcharged of all arrears ee and crown rent, in. 
«curred ſince Michaelmas, 1688, to the day af: the 


date of the articles; provided that no perſon what- 
ſoever ſhould have or enjoy the benefit of that ar- 


* ticle, who ſhould neglect, or refuſe; to fake the 
H oath 900 allegiance made by act of parliament in 
in the firſt year of the reign of king Wil 


7 . — and queen Mary, when thereunto required. 


It is now — to ſee how much theſe civil arti- 
ces were ratified:by parhament ; firſt obſerving, that 
7 rg | pg j 3 >a % . all 


br. £286 a. SE 4. otic, 
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all the proteſtants af this kingdom were tiighly - | 
diſſatisfied with the-capitulation in general; as the 


catholic troops; who treated them with the | 


greateſt cruelty and ſeverity for three years pre- 
oeding, were thereby not only exempted from all pu- 


niſhment for their rebellion, but were ſecured in the = 


poſſeſſion and enjoyment of all their eſtates, without 


making the ſmalleſt compenſation. to the proteſtants A 


for all the ravages they had for three years. 8 - 
ing committed on their property. On inſpection 


on the ſtatute of the ninth of William, chapter ad. | 


intitled, an act for confirmation of articles made at 
the ſurrender of the city of Limerick, which act paſſ- 
ed in the year 1697 (for no ſooner could the Inſh 

lament be prevailed on to ratify any part of 
thoſe articles) it will be found that the Iriſh parlia- 
ment did not ratify the firſt civil article reſpecting 
religion, or any part of it; and as to the ſecond ar- 


ticle, the parliament ſpecially ratified it in the ſenſe 


and intendment contained in the act and not other- 


2viſe. They rejected out of their ratification of it the 


words, and all ſuch as are under their protection in 
* the ſaid counties,” thereby excluding all perſons 


from the benefit of the ſecond article, except the 


inhabitants of Limeirck, and the officers and 1oldiers 
of the Iriſh! army, To the words © all rights, titles, 
* and. intereſts, privileges, and immunities, the 
parliament added the words, 70 tlie ſaid Eſtates of 
freehold ang inheritance Pelanging ; aud that the. ro- 
ration of the perfons compriſed in the ſecond article thus 
ratified, ſhould only extend, or be conſirued to extend, 
70 the reſtoring of the ſaid perſons. aud every of them," 
40 their ſaid. eftates of freehold and inheritance, againſt 
his majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, in at Jarge and 


5 


ample manner as they ſhould have enjoyed the ſame, 
had they not been guilty of the rebellion aforeſaid, ans 
. _ ot otherwiſe, or in ay other! manner; thereby ex- 


— 
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e 


fity in parlament, ublihod ſume years 
lately republiſhed r. city. I have DO | 


nights, titles, and intereſts, privileges and immuni- 
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preſshy declarmg, that though theſe catholic eſtates 


_ mere reſtored to catholacs, freed from any, fortei- 


. The act 
N tonly omined. | Any erin he 


omitted. Any perſon who 
a full and able refutation of 
;bfringed, may find oo. a > 466 rag 
4 may it in a let written * 
very learned member .of this houſe, Dr. 9. — * 
Brown, 6ne. of the repreſentatives of the Univer 


reſpecting theſe articles for my preſent purpoſe ;— 
now let us examme what perions-coutd become in- 


fitled to any. benefit under the ſecond of the civil 


articles of Limerick, certainly the ſoldiers and of- 


fieers of the cathohc army, and the inhabitants of 
Lamenck, or any other garriſon then in poſſefnon 
of the Iriſh (nich were two only, to wit, Clare 
Caftle and Rofs Caſtle, very ſmall, invgnificant fo 1 | 
treſſes, in which 3 be very few inhabi 
tants except their garriſons) anct this too. en the con- | 
dition of their returning and fubmitting 10 their 
najeſties obedience, and taking the — of alle- 
2 xqured. I om thewn alveagly that 


* cation, went to France, a rg abandaved Aber coun 


try and eſtates, and the elective franchiſe never was 


guaranteed by this fecond article, to the fow .catho- 


hes. who ſtayed in their country, and performed 


the condition contained in the article, by the words 


af the article as ratified . Centr The words 
of: the article are, that ſhould: be reftored to 
their-eftates of Sa e e and all the 


ties, 


1 a 
| * 
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ties, to the faid. eſtates, they bel them 
in the reign of Charly tha Foods — the a& of : 
ratification expreſsly ſtates, that this claule in the 
articles is to be'confidered only as Es catho- 
hcs to their eſtates, feed from any 
on ſeore of forfeiture q the grown Pros their rebel- 
lion; and therefore it never can be conſtrued ſo, as 
to bar the parliament from cutting off from: theſe 
eſtates any privileges annexed to them, the exereife 
ee whilſt the eſtates remained in the lands 
of the catholics, would be prejudicial to the ſtate. 
The words, rights, titles, and intereſts, | 
and immunities, are mere words of conveyance poi 4 
aſſurance; and frequently uſed in conveyances | 
eſtates; and fi nothing more than that the gran- 
tee, has, by the conveyance, the full dominion over 
the eſtates : Befides, it cannot be argued without 
manifeſt abſurdity, that any privilege annexed. to 
theſe eſtates, very few in number, and very incon - 
fiderable, which the handful of catholics, who 
qualified themſelves to take the benefit of the arti - 
cles, were at the time of the date of the articles in- 
titled to, attached to the perſon of the catholic z 
he poſſeſſed any annexed ail 8, only in virtue 0 
of his -fion of the eſtate, they inired jwhth; 
his title to the land; neither can catholics pre 
| bly chim any privilege,” annexed by the articles of” 
Limerick, to the few elites which the few qualified 
| eatholics then became entitled to under theſe articles, 1 
as annexed to eſtates, which catholics have purchaſed * 2 
fince the date of the capittlation. | 
[ truſt I have ſaid enough fully to prove that the 
_ eleftive franchiſe was not ſecured to. any catholicy 
whatſoever, by the articles of phy Wa of the 
bee in October, 1691, and never was 
ee King William and Queen Mary, nor 
parliament ; that the whole ſtate of this 
buſes = ſet forth in the catholic petition, is a 


& ä 
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| ſtring of continued falſehood ; and that a body of = 
| | „who in defiance of all public records, can 
carry to the foot of the throne ſo notorious an un- 
truth, and, though petitioners cannot conceal their 
hatred and animoſity againſt thoſe whom they affect 
to ſtile their proteſtant brethern, but ſtuff their pe- 
 "ition with falſe, rancorons, and malignant libels 
againſt the proteſtant government of this kingdom, 
allerting therein that the articles of Limerick were 
infringed; and. 2 direct breach thereby made of the 
public faith of the nation, ſolemnly pledged to them, 
are ſo far from meriting any favour from this houſe as 
yet, (thank God !) proteſtant; that this houſe ſhould 
rather ſeriouſly conſider, whether they ought not to 
re. enact the penal code of popery laws, or ſome part 
of it, which miſtaken lenity has induced them with- 
in theſe few years to repeal, and whether the exigency 
of the times does not now demand ſuch conduct from 
I cannot forbear here obſerving the deception of 
this petition, in its introduction of the capitulation - 
ef Limerick; it dignifies it by the title of a zreazy, 
Andi ſtates that the catholics purchaſed the benefits 
of this zreaty, by the valuable conſideration of ſur- 
rendering their arms, and a great part of the king- 
dom. Treaty is generally uſed to ſignify an agree- 
ment between parties on ſome footing of equality 
with eack other, at leaſt reſpecting the ſubject mat- 
ter of the agreement; but the buſineſs at Limerick 
in 1691, was a capitulation agreed to by the Engliſh 
generals, from ill- jud eaſonable mercy, and 
With a band of routed traitors, fairly fought down, 
the refuſe of the ſword, incloſed like rats in a trap, 
in a little town, in a corner of the kingdom, from 
whence they had no poſſibility of eſcaping, and in 
-which they could make neither effectual nor long re- 
_ _ ſtance z''the certain victims of the avenging gibbet, 
© oprithefivord ;—fuch was the greaty! ß BY 
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As to the conklention ; the catholic troops at the 
time of the ſurrender, had no fortreſs in the 1 
in their hands, ex the caſtles of Roſs and Clare, 
both of which could be reduced by two fix-pound- 
ers; and the city of Limerick, at that time bat- 
tered to pieces about their ears, and ſome mountain- 
ous tracts of difficult acceſs in the ſeveral counties of 
Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Clare and Mayo, 1 44 
detached parties of catholic troops, without 
raiment or ammunition, and which might have been 
cleared of them in a few. weeks, by. a ſmall part of 
the proteſtant army; ſuch was their valuable conſi- 
deration, and ſuch the conſiderable part of the King- : 
dom they ſurrendered. | 

The actition next demands the ele&ive franchiſe 
for the catholics as a right, from their 
loyalty, and dutiful ſubmiſſion to the Lr 35 
their ſervice in the fleets and armies; __ their N 
ment of taxes. 


As to their loyalty and ſubmiſſion to the lows, 2 


I have already ſhewn the falſity of ſuch a pretence; 
as to their ſervice in the fleets and armies, I ſup- 

poſe ſome of the meaneſt and moſt indigent . 
ics at times do enliſt 1 in the armies, and enter in 
the fleet, . from all poſts of truſt and emolument in 
which, as their Glow ſtates, they are excluded; 
but then the catholics, both gentlemen and yeomen, 
_ ſupply, and have heretofore oped the French and 
Spaniſh armies with ſoldiers and mariners in a much 
greater proportion. As to the payment of taxes, the 
catholics of Ireland are fully recompenſed for it, 
by being very effectually protected by juſt and equal 
laws, both in their — and properties, without 
their having any reaſonable demand on the ſtate, to 
Inveſt them with political power and influence, « on the 
| ſcore of ſuch payments. 


The: petition * that the right of elective fran- 


| 3 chile was finally and univerſally taken away * : 
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the catholies of Ireland, ſo late as the firſt year of 
1 the fecomd, This truth is 
of the truth; for 

WT oat Were t was not the firſt time, 
nor he Ces i BT. — — 
n parliament ; and 


| þ r 
to che fucceſſion of the houfe of Brunfwick to the 


_ "throne, as ſettled by the Engliſh act, intitled, « An 
* akt for che further Hmitatien of the crown, and 
« better ſecuring the rights and Hberties of the 
« ſujet,” for many years after the revolution, 
that the Irifh Nr an in the ſecond year of queen 
Anne, 1763, t * helles a 
take the _ of > Boles 

their being allowed to vote for kn 7 ag th 
ment, was a ſuffcient bar to their voting on ſuch oc- 
caſions; and accordingly it was enacted by the act of 
24 Ati. N 6th, {ec. 24, as follows: * And for 


fig papiſt | in their power to 


« 6 of eas af © 
« 'a&ed; that from and after the 24th day of March, 


«4504, no frecholder, bütgels, freeman, or inha- - 


. © Pitant of this kingdom, being a papiſt, 3 
* ſing dhe popim religion, ſhall at any me hereafter 
4 be capable of ging his or their vote, for defting 
= of ens of uu nes, or counties, within this 
« kirigdom Keen or barges to ſerve in any 
« fec 
+ Yhe ebb later Rilo of the peace, to be 
-« golden for the counties, cities, or 


* the oath of abjuration, and 
thereof from the derk. of the 


mme ſecond year of George the 


rn 


in 


. A tte. ** ao Aa Ac mo. a ds a aft _— „ 


proteſtants, by voting 
ment, be it en- 


, without firſt repairmg to 
hs, where- 


in ſuch papifts do inhibit and Gwell, and there 
voluntarily taking the en and allo 


; "A 155 kec. 75 
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it was enaCted, That no papiſt An at ink 
election for members of - patliament, 
M6 22 taken the oaths of allegiance and abjura- 

tion, fix calendar months before the day of 
election, and that if he did, he ſhould leit One 
* hyndred pouhds on conviction, half to the informer, - 
* half to the king 

As all- the — 8 of Irelar who were of age 
able to take arms, had in the rebellion, - 
in the years 1689, 1690, and 1691, the eſtates 
of almoſt all the catholies of Ireland, > Win the few 
who qualified themſelves to take the benefit 1 — the 
capitulation of Limerick, became farfeited by Fee 
rebellion, and were granted to proteſtants ; ; 
after the final Ire of the lach rebels in > 
the number of catholics, w wy freehold or 
inheritable eſtates was very {mall, and they were exr 
cluded by the laws from all corporations ; hence the 
number of catholics qualified from they property 
to vote for members of parlament, was * the 
time of the pacification of this kingdom, after the 
revolution, ſo very inſigniſjcant, that * c give 
15 alarm to, * the W e IP 

ure; but the began to alter in proc of time, 
and many catholics had obtained frecholds 5 8 
eſtates of inheritance before the ſecond of Anne, and 
became troubleſame to proteſtants on elections. Th 
legiſlatyre therefore ii the ſovong of Anne, thopght 
| fit to erect the barrier P their votes, which I 
have already mentioned 


ed by the of | 
e aha A opens tj —w 2 


gious principles, and 1 voing £ lde to take 
any oaths, rather than be exd n e 
power, the Iriſh parliament, in 
George the ſecond, found it Kay nece * 
for the preſervation of the proteſtant ee SO 


m and te, a "7 Wh apacitate Tholc 


is barrier was 1 36 
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tholics from voting at the election of any members 
to ſerve in parliament ; which act, in that particular, 
has been ſtrengthened and confirmed by every act of 
parliament made fince, to regulate the elections of 
members to ſerye in parliament. | . 
Having thus expoſed to this houſe the notorious 
falſehoods and miſrepreſentations contained in this 
petition, pretending to exhibit the preſent ſtate of 
the catholics in this kingdom; but being really a a 
falſe and libellous complaint to the king àgainſt the 
parliament and government of this kingdom, for 
a century the principal contrivers and 
compilers of which, are well known in this city to 
be perſons of the moſt obſcure parentage and mean- 
eſt education, who have accumulated wealth, partly 
by the moſt infamous means, and partly by the in- 
dulgence of our. conſtitution, admirably adapted to 
oC the exertions, and preſerve the acquiſi- 
tions of induſtry to every, ſubject; perſons who have 
abandoned all pretenſions to character, and whole 
impudence — them proof againſt the aſſaults 
of ſcorn and diſgrace, the furies which conſtantly 
haunt the libeller and the J/yar : I ſhall now lay 
before the houſe what the real ſtate of the Roman 
catholic ſubjects of this kingdom is. It is very 
plain from what I have already ſtated, that the laws, 
as they now ſtand, ſecure to them the fulleſt and moſt 
perfect enjoyment of their religion, liberty, and pro- 
perty, both real and perſonal, together with the com- 
pleateſt powers of acquiſition; they are deprived 
of no advantages enjoyed by proteſtants, except of 
political power, which if we ſhall be ſo mad as to 
give to them, the preſent frame of this government 
muſt be thereby diſſolved, and the tate uprooted 

- fromits deepeſt foundation. E 
In reſpect to their excluſion from all places of truſt 
and emolument, civil and military, and from corpo- 
rations, the Iriſh catholics are on the ſame footing 
| 7 Weg with 


FFP ² A lh as is 
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with diſſenters of all denominations in England Ro- 


man cathohcs are excluded from degrees in the Eng- 


liſh as well as in the Iriſn umyerſities ;- they are 


equally prohibited in England from endowing ſchools 
for the Burak of their youth, as in Ireland, but in 


both countries they may eſtabliſh as many ſchools as 
they pleaſe for the education of their youth. Catho- 
lics in Ireland are prohibited from keeping arms; no 
ſuch prohibition is in England; but every Iriſh catho- 


peaſant may obtain a licence to keep and carry arms, 


at the expence of one ſhilling, if he thinks fit to ap- 


lic of any rank above the mere wo artiaan or 


ply for it; and that the laws prohibiting the catholics 


m the ule \of arms have not been put into execu- 


tion in Ireland, except in times of public commo—-— 


tion, is evident, as thouſands of Inſh catholics 


carried arms during the ſeaſon of volunteering; 


without having procured any licence whatever. I 
believe catholics may vote at the election of county 


repreſentatives in England, ſerve on grand juries, but 


certainly they are excluded from voting for repre- 


ſentatives for boroughs, becauſe they are excluded 


from corporations. The only difference then in 
the ſituation of catholics in England, and in Ireland, 


is that catholics in* Ireland may be deprived of 


arms, unleſs they obtain licences for uſing them; 


that they are excluded from being members of grand 


juries, unleſs there ſhall be a deficiency of proteſtant 


gentlemen of rank to compoſe them ; and in a few 
_ caſes they may, on challenge, be excluded from petit 


juries ; and that they are incapable of voting on elec- 


tions of county repreſentatives in parliament. - 


Whence has this difference naturally ariſen ? from 
the difference of the circumſtances and -fityations of 


the two countries. The catholics in En 
amount to one, in one hundred, of the Whole nation; 
they regard all other Engliſhmen as their country- 


men, and do not claim all, or afy of the landed 


r. 
PF; 


* 


, 


gland do not 
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eſtates of England, as their natural birthrights, 8 . R 
+ ſuch as they are themſelves lawfully poſſeſſed 
they have not been ſubdued by their proteſtant ahem 
trymen, after @ ſeries of the moſt bloody conteſts, 
in three ſucceſſive deſſolating wars, nor do they en- 
tertain any animoſity them on the ſcore of 
mutual ſlaughter — conſiſcations. In all theſe 
particulars the circumſtances and ſit nation ny 
are directly the reyerſe. To take the 
catholics and proteſtants in Ireland from the neg 
tion, the Iriſh catholics exceed the proteftants in 
the proportion of three to ane, The Iriſh catholics - 
| have been ſubdued and, ure ee 
commencement of the retgn of queen Elizabeth, by 
nj. ge armies, and the lands and eſtates 
divided amongft the ſoldiers of the con; 
quering troops ; the deſcendants of which ſoldiers, 
— | at this day the whalv, or infinitely the 
222 of the Ce The 
great diviſion. o 62, hat 6 CINE 
was made by 1 5-348, 
Elizabeth, am 15 bis Engliſh a0 Seo ſub· 
jects, out of the forſeitures of the rebels who ad- 
hered to the carl of Tyrone, whoſe rebellion was 
not ſuppreſſed till the cloſe. of the reign of Eliza- 
| beth, The ſecond great diviſion was made amongſt 
the Enghth ſoldiers who ſerved under Cromwell, 
when he had tly ſubdued the Iriſh catholics, 
out of the forfeityres of the rebels, who commenced 
that atrocious rebellian againſt king Charles the firſt, 
in which they maſſacred many thouſands of innocent 
Y roteſiauits, men, women, and children, in cold 
; the diviſion then made, was in the reign of 
king Charles the fecond, legally confirmed by the 
3 and explanation. The third great 
diviſom of landed property in Ireland amongſt pro- 
teſtants, was made in the teign of k. ga 
* Mary, « W 


* 
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on account of the rebellion which was finally quelled 
in 1691. There is ſcarce a title of a proteſtant no- 
bleman or gentleman in this — to his eſtate, 
poet rs derived either m 5e 
m the s of Elizabeth, lam 

Mary, Sb of Babothe of Wi E 

tion. The Iriſh cat holics to a man efteem pro · 
teſtants, as uſurpers of their eſtates; they, to this 
day, ſettle theſe eſtates on the marriages of their ſons 
and daughters ; they have accurate maps of them ; 
they publiſhed in Dublin within thefe ten years, à 
map of the kingdom, cantoned out amon | 
old liſh ;preprieters ; they look for politi power 
only to enable them to aflert 2 
Which they will do if ever they have power, nat 
by tedious forms of law, but acts of parkament, 
or the fword ; they abhor all proteſtants, and all Eng- 
liſhmen, as plunderers and opprefiors, excluſive of 
their deteſtation af them on a religious account ; 0 
nation on earth being more wedded to the Roguſh 
ſuperſtition than the generality of the Iriſh catho- 
lics; Ky chr tn one term in their language to 
| proteſtant and Engliſhman, to wit. 
be ory: # then the parliament of this.kingdam 
can ever be ſo infatuated as to 8 | 
an the fame footing of civil privileges with the 
. Iſh catholic, or on a better; and if the 
nation ſhall ever countenance . 
direct and immediate conſequence (excluſive of the 
8 of all the Iriſh proteſtants) muſt be, either 
chat this kingdom will be for ever ſevered from the 
. Britiſh empire, or that it muſt be ee conquered | 
by a Britiſh army: for in truth the proteftants in 
Ireland are but the Briti e in an enemy's | 
country, and if entirely deſerted by the parent Rate, 
muſt ſurrender at diſcretion, though with a very 
little help, they are ſtall able to repel the common 


- 
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The two privileges which the catholics chiefly 
epri 


complain of being deprived of, as well in the kind 
of writ iſſued by Edward Byrne (a quondam retail 
grocer in this city, and their chief deputy to his 
majeſty, for ſummoning their convention) as in their 
petition, and which they in a manner demand, are, 
the privilege that catholics ſhall be ſummoned on 
d juries equally with proteſtaiits ; and that they 
Thall obtain the elective franchiſe, or be rendered ca- 
pable of voting at the elections of repreſentatives in 
parliament. Whoever underſtands the- important 


powers, reſpecting the due adminiſtration of juſtice, . 


and the maintenance of our {conſtitution in church 
and ſtate, veſted in grand juries, will be convinced 


that it would be very unſafe to permit ſuch bodies, 
either in the whole or in part, to be compoſed of 


catholics: And if the elective franchiſe ſhall be 


granted to catholic freeholders in counties, - without 
taking boroughs into - conſideration, ſee from their 
own ſtatement what the conſequence muſt be,—they 


exceed the proteſtants' in every county in the king- 
dom; for though the proteſtant diſſenters are prey 


numerous in four counties in the North of Ireland, 
yet even in theſe four counties the catholics exceed 
them in number; they compoſe the great maſs of 


the tenantry throughout the kingdom. Gentlemen 
of landed eſtates, though proteſtants, will be ſo far 
blinded to their true intereſts by their ambition to 
have numbers of frecholders capable of voting on 
their eſtates, that they will directly change al the 
tenures for terms of years of their popiſh tenants, 


into. tenancies for lives; as catholics are now- alſo 
intitled to purchaſe lands in fee, they will turn all 


the tenures under them into tenures for lives; thus, 
from the fuperior number of catholics, there will be 


immediately in every county a ſwarm of catholic 


- forty ſhilling freeholders; and though catholic free- - 
holders who have freeholds of twenty pounds yearly 


value 


%. 
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value or above ſhould. the.o catholic Sete. 
ers, to whom the tlective role 


ed in this ſeffion ; et „il the IND ciple'o ebe . 
leon oke Catholics 7 5 voting, Kall at once be . 


with prote 
M 17 diner 5 Fi 
uch 0 as hold their *temires un 1255 
| be | revolt from them, and {a ah ; 
nitereſt e an” "the firſt eleEion, ifth EE be in ow 
, y their riefts,” that their landle 
1 15 political intereſt of theit ſet ; n 


| their mimbers, th 

' the e benen in ce En 52 

3 nf, e 2 wed | i t 
1 5 b 


2 6 e 8 | 

bf th 5 y will ky ran de e 
Param wh 'as "ule | 8 5 Lhe 
E hc intereſt; g here 5 107 tk eircum 1 

N renders” the "exten of che eleAtive Ranch. 
bones freeholders RAl wre erdus, And that 
i5 the? ſcheme of reform, which" How ire on 


this nation mo. more more tan pang 2 pd the 


miniſters and ſe 
Teprobated Engl ag; phe We 4 
Great Britain, to . "their count. 
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ve. niſ: 


ivity bf he Brin 


| I bf the, nation.” T As | 


E repteſenitation of the ” in, parlia- 
19 5 te? iagett 14 the gs Is, th Wat 1 di 
at once of all. the bor s, the diflofutibh of cok 
68885 and the ee of the numbers of te 


| ine. for counties, and a few cities, -and "towns ; 
| * The other i 5 the disfranchiſemẽht of all decayed bo- 
i ; that is, thoſe boroughs, i in which = cr 
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; 
4 


122 "COMMONS Fes. 4. 


vo inhabitants are left ; and the opening of all other 


boroughs, by. giving all the ifree 8. who live 


within a certain diſtance of them, a right to vote at 


dhe elections of repreſentatives of theſe boroughs. 
I is evident that in either caſe, the extenſion of the 
dlective franchiſe to cathalic fregholders, will enable 
them to return repreſentatives in parliament, for all 


or'moſt of the in. the i f when a. 


members of the hou e of commons in 


eld, and that we tg inp a catholic houſe of com- 


mons ; the grant of the elective franchiſe to catho- 
lic freeholders, will make it the direct intereſt of 
the whole catholic body to puſh on, either the one 
or the other mode of rm. with all their power; 
the deſtruction of the proteſtant conſtitution in 
_ church and ſtate, will bibs certain and ſucceſsful 


- effort of a catholic houſe of commons; and wen 


the government of this country/ becomes catholic, 
the people of Ireland will be immediately. taught, 
that it is at leaſt as great an abſurdity in bat 
(it not a greater) 1444 A beeps king over 


Fim 1 as it was thought by * people of 
ng 


land in the reign of king DO ov 


2 over A proteſtant nation; and as the 


ouſe of Stuart may now be ſaid to be extin&, 
the catholics will attempt to form a republic in Ire- 
land, independent of Great Rong ne to which their 


connection with the lev republican mobs of 


. Belfaſt and Derry, and with the levelling fition 

_ Great Britain, and their plans of reſumption of the 

_ eſtates now in the hands of proteſtants, will alſo 
very ſtrongly incline them: and as this nation is not 

| able of itt to cope with Great Britain, the Iriſh 

catholics will again invoke the aſſiſtance of France, 

which, though now a diſtracted nation, is yet a ar 


Lu 
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and powerful one; and thus will Ireland, as d 


the Len war, became a field of battle for Great 
Britain and France; and be again deſolated: Let 


the iſſue of ſuch a conteſt be what it may, I am juſ- 
tified in declaring, that if the Britiſh 4 2 


has been pretty roundly aſſerted in this houſe) 


wur the preſent claims and deſigns of the Iriſh ca- 
tholics, they are either ignorant of the preſent ſtate 


of this country, and too ſhort ſighted: oh pet 
ed to diſcern the true intereſt-of Great Britain; 


| baſe enough (which J ſincerely hope is not the caſe) 


to betray 1t ; and this I will venture to affirm, that 


if Great, Britain ſhall ſuffer this country to be for ever 


torn from the Britiſh empire, and to become de- 


pendant upon, ar annexed to France, as one of its 


departments, ſhe will not long ſupport her own con- 
ſequence in ; Europe, or even independence; the 


French, with the port of Breſt at one ſide of the 
channel, and the noble ports of Cork, Kinſale, and 


the Shannon's Mouth at the other, with Iriſh provi- 


ſions to victual, and Iriſh mariners to man, their 


fleets; will ſoon become an overmatch at ſea for 

Britain; and may then waft over her almoſt innu- 
merable- armies, - to make a- total conqueſt of the 
Britiſh iflands, I will alfo tell Britiſn miniſters ano- 
ther truth, that they are greatly deceived, if they 


have been induced to bel, that an Iriſh catholio 
V, ever. was, or ever will be, a faithful, loyal ſubject 


of a Britiſh proteſtant king, 0 or a a proteſtant governe 
| 4 wil 
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tract from the oath taken by all Roman catholic at 
their conſecration : 

I wilaſift and ard the Popes of Rome to retain and 
fon. 5 e . of Seine | 


4er, 


an er- 


5 * 
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I will now. 88 4 lick boar an. the hou, to. 


amine whether the preſent of the Roman 
catkolics ;intitles tles them to any favour from this | 
a kee, a man not long ſince a retail 


* ox 15 to 1 , ao 8 
rieſts in t 
jolics, laboured OY rp 
excluded from the bene of l. 
irecting them ve notice in their 
12 e vp! held therein, of 
Ai np, Romiſh congregation, to meet 
in 2 certain a in each county, for the pur- 


— nas Song: 
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ſe of a delegate or del egates to repair to 
e e ere e — with a num 
ſtiling themſelves a catholic com- 
bes of z 17 a (2 . ; to conſider of a 
roper method. to free the whole body of Iriſh catho- 
ke JG pretended Sema... 115 man- 
dates of exe: 


N Rom Neal peel Thom deere the 
Kingdom, =" — e ;..and, delegates 
to z atten Land for Rin, oe 
precly purtued, . with. that adopted, for the 71 


tion of the c ventior of French ans. . 
copoien of hip thus elected, meet 
— mel; an Dublin, they conſult and deliberate, to- 
ther many days in a private manner, gps: mg. al | 
le from their debates, their N ng pub⸗- 
1c, = ti.cir conſultations private; in 2 end 
OO and produce, «mot malevolent; ran« 
n . ,, corqus, 


Fae, Tan al aan. e "ig of my i 


K 4 will take care. 10 preſerve, paid, harren and 
promute, the rights, hondurs, 2 and. os, and 
BY, 9f-the holy Roman church, fo 3 Pope, and 
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corous, falſe libs) againſt the proteſtant govern- 
ment b. reland, which libel they addreſs and ſend, 
to his, majeſty; under the form > a i ee by 5 i 


tain perlons xecidlly deputed for 


purpoſe, at 


the head of which br rev is LO 'ocer, 8 iſſued 


proceedings unconftitutional and Files, and ſuch 


convention an unconſtitutional and llegal aſſem- 


bly 3 and that the members of it are liable to 
indictments and informations for. ſuch conduct, and. 


to hea niſhments when convicted. The ca- 
tholics Ye" lower ranks, are at this moment aſſem- 


bled in large bodies, with arms in their hands, break- 


ing into, robbing and burning, the houſes of the 
outh, 


on is {| ng thro 0 the nation: So 
that if the army, au 


had not given ſome chen ts we fury, we may 


reaſonably ſuppoſe we ſhould, by this time, ſee 


the habitaticnk of all proteſtints in the kingdom in 


flames, and their perſons butchered, as in the year | 
1641, this inſurrection of the catholics being ſo 
ſudden and unexpected: And every man 1 enſe 
knows, that the inſurrectiohs of the 4 if 5 

ed. for a length of time, are 9 i305 
aged and fi oh Toke 


tinuec 


rted. by 


rits. 


e writs for the election of 2 nod they 
aer nds diſperſe this übel, printed wad oabliſhed” 
by their avowed authority, throughout 8 Fade 8 

fort the purpoſe of hiring "Et catholics , of all 
ranks. to {edition and rebellion againſt the govern- 
ment: I heſitate not, as à lawyer, to declare ſuch, 


-- 


. inhabitants of the Counties of 
Cavan, and Meath, and even 
in the county of Dublin; making publio declara- 

tions, that ty will not ſuffer any proteſtant to re- 

- - fide within theſe N or in tſie kingdom ; and 
- © the contagi 
ith 'proteſtants, 5 


6 5 N71 Wache bg "the ſucceſs” of 3A 
| their inferior ruffiaris induces them openly to'avow 
theit” — denne ſuch are e the preſent ine- * 


? 
\ 


| expetierice of 
. condemn it wit 
not cloſe, without niaking ſome ariimadverſions on 
. what fell "Front A few, thank Heaven! a very few 
members of this boue, relative to che preſent qo” 


* en e in this country, which 


s - COMMONS Fan. 4- 


tits of the catholic body : Do they intitle them to 
an extenſion and addition. of privileges? Is this a 
time for delivering the whole political power of the 
ſtate into their hands? Common - ſenſe reyolts at 
the | frantic propoſition, n and the 


, loudly call on all proteſtants to 
every mark of nave, gy I can- 


tion, on the fight the addreſs to his majeſty, 


_ confereles of ee of the lord: eee, 


was agreed 40 by this houſe. On the diſcovery, 
and conſequent publication of the writs of Edward 
Byrne, for {fumnioning a catholic convention to meet 
in Dublin, (for they were accidently diſcovered} 
the proteſtants of this country properly took 
the alarm; the proteſtant Gy of Cs counties, 
as well as the N and L of ſeveral ci- 
ties, boroughs, and towns corporate, throughout 
the nation, afſembled and entered into reſolutions, - 

xpreſſive of their indignation againſt the deſign of 

ward Byrne, contained in bis writs, as nothing 


Iefs than a ſcheme of a conſpiracy, to raiſe and excite 
Huth 


uries of all tie | 
tlie King, a affernbled at the ſummer 2 21 in the 
year 1792, and conſiſting g of the principal proteſtant 
lutte, of theſe counties, expreſſed by their re- 


{olutions, the ſame reſentment againſt, and the 


ſeme opinions of, the writs of Edward Byrne; and 


| their determination to ſupport with their lives ant 


fortunes the proteilant aſcendancy i in Ireland. The 
corporation of the city of Dublin, the moſt ancient, 
relp<Qable, and nutnerous corporate body in this 
kingdom, met in a poſt. afſembly in. September 
1792, and without a diſſentient voice, drew up a 


Kiter to be ſeat to all xrporations, N . 
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and members. of both houſes of Parliament! in Ire- 


land: This letter in à very clear, conciſe, and ner- 
vous ſtile, e xpreſſed the decided diſapprobation of 
this the iſt aud yr, a in the kingdom, of the 
writs of Edward of the claims of Iriſh 
catholics to an mile es or advantages, 
than thoſe auch they n they cen — It ſtated, t 
the Iriſh catholics ought” to be contented with By 
they then enjoyed; that is, the moſt x fect 75 
tion of t zeit "religion, the fulleſt | 
; 10M « thei property, and the moſt compleat 0 
<< Hberty ; and that they ought not how, br tie. 
< after, to attempt any interference in the - 
ment of the kingdorn, as ſuch interference he; | 
be incompatible” with the  proteflant” 1 
« which the members of the corporation 1985 
* themſelves reſolved, with their lives. 
to maintain.” And then the letter IE 
preciſe. meaning of the Way e e int 
— terms : 


ERC rauf (rs OF IRELAND, 
_FMPROTESTANT PARLIAMENT, 
A:FROTESTANT HIERARCHY, 725 
PROTRSTANT. 'ELECTORS an GOVERNMENT, 
The BENCHES o JUSTICE, " 
The ARMY axp tas VENUE, | 
Tuxoven ALÞ THEIR BxANCHES AND Braus, 
f P ROT EST ANT; e 
Ax D 1118 S reren SUPPORTED BY 4 6 WYTH 
THE PzOTESTANT Rrarax os Garar Bruni. 


In this definition of the meaning of the words 
| Nugget aſcendancy, the corporation of Dublin ad- 
hered ſcrupulouſly to the laws of the land; tlieſe 
| laws confine the exjoyment. of all. the enumerated 
offices to proteſtants only. On the night the addreſs. 
to his majeſty was agreed to, the few gentlemen 
I have paar ſpoken of, without any apparent in- 

| 7 citement, 


— 2 ms l 
= _ FF. : N — 
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that the grand 
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citement, and without any. nee to the ſubject, 
then rather diſcourſed of, f debated ; but K 
ly, as I conjecture, 1 hen gr e $2 to ſup- 
any innovation which migh e in 
ne aue in the courſe Ne this . 
their contempt of the opinions of the e of 
the beer gentry in this Wee r broke out 
into the moſt extravagant inveChyes . againſt  ; 


grand juries of the w. 125 thei. ff 

that ae and pro t 

Spimons; and agal Corpe the city 
Dublin ;_the TATE . — | 

the letter T have mentioned, was not an) reprobat- 


in the ſevere terms, 1022 mockery and geriſion 
855 | added to abuſe; not with much £ ſuccels 1 in- 
ed, for the principal mocker on that 'occafian, - 
e General Paoli (as is recorded by is illuſtrious 
Biographer, Mr. Boſwell) never — indeed he 
cannot, the muſcles of his countenance cannot be 
relaxed to a laugh, they have been moulded to ex- 
the feriou of his ind: Which ne- 

9 ga into 2 of -mirth' and hu- 
mour.” Tt was alſo alerted nerf bone 
jurors of the Te WE — ounties 1n this 

om, at 185 uſt ſummer aſſizes, were packed 

by the ſeveral ſheriffs, by the — — of go- 
vernment; and that juries {6 packed, were ſolicited 
on the part of government, to enter into reſdlutions 
unfavourable to the preſent pretenſions of catholics. 
Whatever information the gentlemen. mage 
theſe allertions i in this houſe, have bad, t und - 


. uch an accuſation on, I am certain it 52 e in- 
"Formation. Firſt, as to packing grand juries, it muſt” 


be falfe, becauſe the gentlemen who compoſed the 


* grand | juries in the ſeyeral counties, were the po 


teſtant gentry of the firſt rank, as to character, and 


FIT ; dans 
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y, in Ft reſpeRtive ene, 2 
ente of govemment being uſed 
them to enter into refoliti ehre ve of their 
 difapprobation of the © GatfieJic clatng, 1 have it 
1 deny tlie truth of it, becauſe 1 
counties in which the ihfluetice 
Fi tee gh in ſtation, and "firmly connected with. 
the preſent, adminiſtration, was exerted to 
as much as poflible, the grand juries of theſe two 
counties, from enteting into any reſolutions expreſſ- . 
ing their . of the claims of catholics. The 
letter publi ed by the corporation of the city of 
Dublin, as little metited the reflections thrown upon 
it by theſe gentlemen, as the refolutions_of the 
Era Jar ies. It is letter, which the patriotiſm, 
d fende it exhibits, together with the clear” 
1 ſtile in which it is written, excluſive of the 
reſpect due to the compoſers, the firſt, moſt ancient, 
y, numerous, moſt 8 and veſtiorably 
corporation in t kingdom, ought to have 
protected, at Teadt from the eee 
deriſion. „ 
__ lr ay inglination. R 75 | 
ticiſm p off againſt the ter, 
tion, 1! Mk for the. 71 oped | 
* ineref that an exciſeman be : agen, f. 
T envy not ſuch wit, nor can I laugh at it; th 
thank God, I can laugh upon occaſion. I co 4 
indeed, I was yexed to the heart to hear the 


ter in this houſe, by way of clearing himſelf rr 35 


5 45 accuſation, of haying exerted inffuence with the 
tion of. Dublin, to induce them to publiſh > 


this letter, declare his diſapprobation of the Fetter, 8 


as then thought, and ſtill think, that every per- 
lon, who has the true "intereſt of his and of 


this kingdom at heart, and thoroughly erftands . - . 


it, ought not only” to have approved of the ſenti- 
S 5 ments 


= 
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ments contained in it, but to have N in them 5 
and. I. fclt at once the fenfations of the moſt poig- 
nant pain, and glowing indignation, to ſee the cor- 
poration of the city of Dublin, the capital of the king- 


dom, and- f | 
nions, publicly ſacrificed at the altar of popery ; and 
the protetant aſcendancy dragged forth, like Sampſon, 
to make ſport for the Philiſtnes. 
As the gentlemen I have alluded to, have held it 
heretofore as 2 maxim, that repreſentatives were 


bound to purſue the inſtructions of their conſtitu- 


-ents, the contemptuous and ſevere treatment the 


letter of the city of Dublin had met with, from 
one of its repreſentatives in parliament, ſuggeſted 
to theſe gentlemen the neceſſity of ſome expedient, 
to veil as much as poſſible this notorious incònſiſten- 
cy of political conduct; and. what was the expedi- 
ent reſorted to? Sometime 177 a ſociety had been 
formed in this city, which ſtiled itſelf, the whigs 
of the capital; it was not compoſed of the moſt rei- 
pectable citizens; the conduct of this ſociety, and 


the deſign of its inſtitution, may be collected from 


the following anecdote. The whigs of the capital 
raiſed a * and print A. Wel own Es. 
Pence, twenty thouſand copies of Mr. Thomas 
Paine's works, which ns diſtributed through the 
nation partly gratis, an 

of one penny ; this they ſtiled “ diſſeminating po- 
„ litical- knowledge.” The good ſenſe of the na- 


tion ſoon, diſcovered itſelf, by very general expreſ- 


ſions of diſapprobation of the conduct of the whigs 
of the capital, and finding the tide running pretty 
1 againſt them, they changed their courſe, 
abandoned the title of whigs of the capital, and 


having procured ſome gentlemen of more conſi- 
deration than themſelves to join them, they formed 
a new club, under the title of & the ſociety of unit- 

© n + IN 6 d 


the ſecond, city in his majeſty's domi. 
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partly at the low price 


- 
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ed Iriſhmen.” The leaven however of the whigs 


ol the capital, remained incorporated with this ſo- 


ciety, and ſeveral Ts publications having 
ap „as their literary productions, his ma- 
Jan N General thought fit to file infor- 
ſeveral — 7 of theſe produc- 
| „ 4 this new fociety became as u ede eg | 
and as much reprobated, as- the whigs of t 
tal. One of the ſheriffs of the city, N was 
prevailed upon to aſſemble this ſociety into a coffee- 
houſe in this city, and to give them a new name; 
by ſtiling them an te meeting of the free: 
men and A echolders of the city of Dublin; the whole 
faction aſſembled on this occaſion, and amounted 
to about one hundred perſons, ſeveral of them of 
very mean condition; and 2 3 one half of 
them Roman catholics. of reſolptions 
was then preſented to this, * ly, Which they 
readily agreed to; ſome of which Ys relat- 
ing to Roman catholics, are directly contrary to 
the fentiments contained in the letter publiſhed by 
the city of Dublin. Such aggregate meeting has 
been publicly declared in parliament, to be the 
city of Dublin; and their reſolutions, the reſolutions. 
of the city of Dublin; but ſuch political legerde - 
main is too clumſily. performed to 1mpoſe, even on 
the moſt inattentive obſerver. The' changes i in the 
ſociety 1 have mentioned, put me in mind of the 
transformations frequent in the inſect tribe; firſt an 
aurelia, then a grub, and then a butter fir. 
I cannot forbear to make a few more obſerva- 
tions on the parkamentary conduct of the gentle- 
men I have been ſpeaking of, on this occalion ;. they 
tell us (on what authority I know not) that the 
Englith miniſter has declared his fovercign will ant 
pleaſure, that the Triſh parliament ſhould grant 


ene PM to the catholics of this kingdom, 
8 2 113 they 
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they ſhall pleaſe to demand, and that therefore we 
muſt SOT And they declare themſelves ready to 
ſecond fuch views of the Engliſh miniſter: What 
conſiſtency of parliamentary conduct do theſe gen- 
tlemen diſplay ! They have been declaimi — a 
ſeries of years, againſt the influence of the Engliſn 
miniſtry in this houſe, and now they openly tell us, 
that we muſt obey the dictates of, the Engliſh mi- 
niſter; and that they are ready to obey them them- 
felves, even to the ruin of the nat ion; they tell us, 
with the utmoſt exultation and triumph, that the 
Engliſh miniſter has abandoned the ſupport of the 
proteſtant intereſt in Ireland, and is determined to 
Expit, popery on its ruins; if the caſe be fo, which 
J confeſs I do not believe, we have procured the 
enmity of the Engliſh miniſtry, by the machinations 
of theſe gentlemen themſelves, and the ſyſtem of 
politics which their fatal oratory. has perſuaded 
this nation to adopt, for a ſeries of years laſt paſt ; 
| from about the middle of the reign, of king Henry 
the 8th to the reign; of queen Anne, there is a num- 
ber of acts of the Iriſh parliament, all yet unrepeal- 
ed, Which declare that the kingdom of Ireland is 
inſeparably annexed, united, and belonging to, and 
dependant upon, the imperial crown of England; 
and yet theſe gentlemen, have been contriving ways 
and means for theſe ſeveral years laſt paſt, to weak- 
en and deſtroy the ſovereignty of the crown of 
2 over this country; they have turned haber- 
ers of all the Anti, Engliſn meaſures which have 
born: puripes un the Ir n Sen time e 
beginning of the reign of king Charles the firſt, an- 
dealt out to us 1A all the motions tending to 
ſeparate and divide this kingdom for ever from the 
Britiſh empire, heretofore made by Lord Macguire, 
Sir Phelim O' Neil, and their adherents, (the authors 
and contrivers of the rebellion; and maſſacre of the 


 projſtants 


een 
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of this country in the year 164 1,) in the 


lriſn houſes of lords and commons. They actually 


induced * N to enact into laws, ſome of 


the acts of the popiſh convention, aſſembled in this 
city by king James the ſecond, after his abdication, 


and ſtiled by him a parliament; and they have pro- 


poſed others of them to this houſe, as proper to be 
enacted; which, if enacted, would root all the pro- 
teſtant clergy out of this Kingdom; in theſe laſt, 


= they have as yet miſcarried, and conſtantly com- 
plain of the miſcarriage in their liſt of grievances, 


recited with great folemnity and exactneſs, at the 
beginning of every ſeſſion. If then, theſe gentle- 


| men are patriots, ſo were Lord Macguire, and 


Sir Phelim O' Neil, and ſo were the members of the 
popiſh convention, aſſembled by King James, all 


whoſe, acts were annulled, and their proceedings or- 
dered to be burned, by the Iriſh act of the 7th of 
Wilham, chap. the 3d, part of which I ſhalt recite 


to you, to ſhew what the opinion of your forefathers 
was, of this convention and their acts. It ſtates, 


that no. parliament can be holden in this king- 


dom, but by and under the authority of the king 
* of England ;. becauſe the kingdom of Ireland is in- 
« ſeparably annexed, united, and belonging, to the 
imperial crown of England; from whence it fol- 


«© lows, that whoever is king of England, is, ipſo facto 


40 wy of Ireland; it ſtates, that ſeveral perſons 
<<. had aſſembled in Dublin, by the authority of the 
late king James the ſecond, and that they pre- 


'< tended to be, and called themſelves by the name of 


« a parliament; and paſſed ſeveral pretended acts 
and ſtatutes, all which pretended acts were formed 
* and deſigned, in manifeſt oppoſition to the ſo- 
“ vereignty of the crown of England, and for the 
* utter deſtruction of the proteſtant intereſt in this 


„ kingdom; 


. a . 
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kingdom; and it enacts, that this convention was 
* an unlawful and rebellious aſſembly, and that all its 
« a&s and proceedings ſhould be void, eraſed out of 
« the journals, and burned.” _ Let me juft ſtop. here 
to contemplate the different fates of patriots in 
different ages: The Iriſh patriots, Lord Macguire, 
Sir Phelim O'Neil, and their adherents, periſhed on 
the gibbet; the members of the convention in 1689, 
periſhed by the ſword, or were puniſhed by confiſca- 
tion and exile ; but the Inſh patriots of the preſent 
day, who have adopted their politics, and retailed 
their ſpeeches and motions, are loaded with riches, 
and decorated with SEO Upon the whole then, 
it is very apparent, t e Engliſh miniſtry have 
an ee the proteſtant intereſt in Ireland, as theſe 
ntlemen aſſert, they have been induced to do ſo, 
By the ungrateful and undutiful conduct, which the 
very gentlemen, who now glory in the depreſſion 
of the Iriſh proteſtant intereſt, have led the proteſ- 
tants of Ireland to adopt, in reſpect to Great Britain; 
and that they themſelves have reduced the Iriſh pro- 
teſtants to the ſituation of the ſheep in the fable, whom 
the wolves, by falſe profeſſions prevailed on to diſ- 
charge their dogs and their ſhepherds, and then wor- 
ried and devoured. 
The ſpeech from the throne does not however 
parrant the affertions of theſe gentlemen, that the 
miniſtry of England have abandoned the proteſtant 
intereſt in Ireland; and that it is the intention of the 
Engliſh muniniſter that we ſhall grant the Iriſh catho- 
les all privileges they may think fit to demand. 
It defires us only © ſeriouſly to confider the ſituation 
„ of the Iriſh catholics, and conſider it with libera- 
* lity for the purpoſes of firengthening and cementing 
© „ er union of ſentiment among. all Claſſes of 


« ard deſcriptions of his majeſty's Halickis, in fre 
N 
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* of the eftabliſhed conflitution,” and the Lord Lieu- 
» « tenant in the ſpeech declares, that he will ftrenu- 
14 ouſly exert the power with which he is entruſted, 
6e for the maintenance of the conſtitution in church. and 
« fate, as the beſt ſecurity for the liberty of the ſub- 
« ject, and the profperity of Ireland.” And I have, 
according to the recommendation in the ſpeech, ſe- 
riouſiy conſidered the real ſtate of the catholics of 
Ireland, which I find to be a tate of perfect ſecurity 
both of their liberty and property; and not that ſtate 
untruly depicted, in t at falſe and acrimonious 
Übel, their petition to his majeſty. The opinion I 
ade formed on the whole matter is, that it 1s utter- 
E inconſiſtent with the ſafety and preſervation of 
e preſent Iriſh conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
and- utterly incompatible with the true intereſt of 
the whole Britiſh empire to inveſt the qatholics 
with any other privileges than they nqw are by law 
| bees to, and I will therefore oppoſe' this bill, in 
e of it; convicted as I am in my con- 
L ths t by acting thus, I do my duty to my 
God, my king, and my country. I utterly from 
-my heart diſclaim the operation on my mind, of any 
pr or intereſted views, in thus forming and de- 
wering my ſentiments on this occaſion. I oppoſe 
the preſent pretenſions of the catholics of Ireland, 
confidering them in the light of a great political 
body, which it is not only dangerous, but deſtruc- 
tive to the conſtitution, further to encourage, or to 
ſtrengthen by the accumulation of new privileges, 
In thus publicly declaring my ſentiments, I. even 
do ſome violence to my — feelings and connec- 
tions, as I live in the hridteſt ; intimacy and friend- 
with ſeveral Roman catholics, for whom 1 
have the ſincereſt regard and eſteem, knowing them 
to be perſons of the greateſt worth, integrity and 
honour. 
| Hon, 
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Hon. D. Brown —Sir, I will not 90 at large into 


the queſtion. This is not the time for it; but 


cannot avoid Pra- ſome wc tg 5 tearned : 
om, certainly, 8 


gentleman, from 
moretymperance, and leſs prejudice. 


The articles of Limerick, to which the learned 
gentleman has alluded, has been drawn by an an- 


ceſtor of his; thoſe articles I lately read, and do 
affirm, that as far as a treaty could be binding, 
they did ſecure to the Catholics of certain counties 
the liberty and ſecurity they enjoyed previous to 
that period. The learned gentleman has charged 


three millions of his majeſty's ſubjects with Neth 
- | 


alty, .and the inſtances he has added to yooy 
charge are of a fingular nature. 


I * aſſert, Sir, that the articles of Limerick 
were infringed by acts of parliameut; that not- 
withſtanding that infringement, for a period of one 
hundred years, during which time Great Britain 
was involved in ſeveral wars and rebellions, yet 
not a ſingle act of oppoſition to the Engliſh govern- 
ment can be charged in that time to the Roman 
Catholics. I will not, Sir, ſay, that the learned 


gentleman has miſtated, but he certainly has been 


materially miſinformed.— The Iriſh brigades eon- 


ſiſted originally of perſons who were driven from 
this country for their attachment to the houſe of 


Stuart, but that they have been recruited from 
Ireland is not the fact: —they confiſt of the de- 


ſcendants of thoſe original ſettlers; of foreigners, 


and natives. of France; this is the fact the learned 

tleman gives to prove, that che Roman Catho- 

- lies of Ireland are waging: war in * countries 
againſt England. 

The 
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The learned gentleman ſh ould, in extenuation. 
of his charges againſt the Catholic body, have 
ſtated what he knew of their merits. He is here as 
a ſenator, an advocate for the people, not againſt 
them as he did go to France to find out inſtap- 
ees of Catholic difloyalty, which I own I think was 
travelling far-for charges. againſt the Catholics of 
Ireland, he ſhould have told you, that when the, 
Iriſh Catholics in the French colleges were applied 
to an behalf of the French nation, that had given 
them what the impolitic laws of their own countr 
had refuſed—education: and profefion—to. aſſiſt 
and direct in an invaſion of Ireland, that to a man. 


| 


they refuſed. 


That the Iriſh Catholics refident in Spain, with 
which country England was alſo at war, from their 
attachment to Engliſh intereſt, were driven from 
the fea ports of Spain, where they principally in- 
habited, and were cofined as priſoners in the inter-- 
nal parts of that. country, victims at once of the 
impolicy of their own country, andthe jealouſy of 
its enemies. x 1 7 


The defence of the Catholics of Ireland could be 
reſted on the charge of the learned gentlman ; his 
accuſations does not not go to them, they are ap- 
plied to the deſcendants of thoſe who were one 
hundred years agoe inhabitants of Ireland. Sir, 
feel the difficulty of contending in any diſcuſſion 
with the learned gentleman, much more in matter 
of law; but I have lately read with particular atten- 

tion the penal laws againſt the Roman Catholics, 
and if the ſtatutes do not ſtate what they do not 
mean, the chattle property of the Catholics is ſub- 
ject, as real eſtate heretofore, to a conforming fon, 
of a Roman Catholic; but I am convinced that it 
it ſo from an omiflion, and not from the intenti- 


on of the law. | 
T 15 With 
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With reſpect to the laws that are ſtated to give 


advantages, in point of trade, to proteſtants over 


Roman Catholics ;—I do not exactly remember 


how far they give that advantage; but the title of 


the law complained of 4s ſome proof that they do 
give thoſe advantages, it is entitled, An act for 


the encouragement of proteſtant ſtrangers in or- 


porate towns.” But I have a particular recollecti- 


on of the Jaws that deprive Roman Catholics of the. 


elective franchiſe; a ſhort ſtatement of them will 
be the beſt refutation of the learned gentleman's 


aſſertion, that they were enacted on ſtate neceſſities, 
and the diviſions and diſturbances - occaſioned by 


Roman Catholics and Proteſtants. 


In the sch of Anne a law paſſed, obliging the 


Catholic to take the oath of abjuration, of the right 


of the houfe of Stuart to the crown, to entitle him 
to vote at an election. This act aroſe from the jea- 
louſy of the times, on the point of the ſucceſſion to 


the crown ; and while thoſe were yet alive who had 
ſworn allegiance to the family- of Stuart, while 


James the ſecond lived, who had been acknowledg- 


ed ſovereign of theſe realms, the act operated, and 
cbt; every princpled Catholic from vo- 


ting; but in the lapſe of twenty years, which in- 


cluded the reign of Anne and George, the princi- 
ple died with the perſons who held it, and with 


the ſovereign they had ſworn to. 


The deſcendants of thoſe Catholics found; in the * 


auſpicious reign of the houſe 'of Brunſwick, that 
happineſs and ſecurity for which governments 


- 


are founded, and unclogged by the prejudices of - 


their anceſtors, were ready to ſwear allegiance. - 


to the houſe 'of Brunſwick, and enjoy the con- 


..-  Fitution-'? 
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ſtitution under its beneficial dominion. But the 
diſcerning eye of mtolerance ſaw through this 
new: principle of the people; it ſaw that the poli- 
tioal pretence for this deprivation was at an end, 
and at once laying aſide the maſk of political 
neceſſity, by the act of the iſt of George the 2nd, 
ſtepped between the people and the barrier of their 
allegiance, and made the ſacrifice of their reli- 
gious faith the purchaſe of the right of voting. 
J congratulate the houſe on the ſacrifice of pre- 
judice to the true intereſts of Ireland they are 
about to make. The prophecies of the learned 
gentleman, of the effects of the ſacrifice, will be 
verifed in the ſame; manner as the prophecy of 
1788, on allowing Catholics to take leaſes and 
buy lands. As the friend of the Catholies, 1 
feared much for them from the threats, on a 
former night, of the learned gentleman.—I am 
perfectly releaſed from iny fear, and propheſy, in 
my turn, from our proceedings, the peace, the 
proſperity; and union of 1 Ri ; 


Sir H. Cavendiſh nl hoes is not a bed man 
in the houſe who thinks that the Roman Catholics 
ought to receive no farther indulgence, and who 
withes to oppoſe the introduction of the bill, there 
is no manner of occafion to debate it in this ſtage, 


Right kicks 6. Ogle. ce, I am that man who 


will oppoſe it in this ſtage, and in every other 


ſtage.—Sir, after the very able, .the learned, the 
argumentative, the honeſt and ſpirited- ſpeech of 
my honourable and learned friend, (DriDuigenan;) 
for which he has my public thanks, and for which 
he deſerves the thanks of every Proteſtant in Ire- 
land, it would be vanity in me to attempt placing 


T 2 the 
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the queſtion in any new point of view ; he has in- 
deed leſt me a beaten field; nothing has eſcaped 
his zeal, his vigilance and reſearch. And there- 
fore I again thank him for the able and manly 
ſupport he has given to the deſerted cauſe of the 
Proteſtants of lrelaud -a cauſe which I never will 
deſert—a cauſe which in my earlieſt life I learned 
to revere, and which I will maintain (careleſs 
and fearleſs of what the conſequences public or pri- 
vate may be to me)to the Ia hour of my exiſtence. 
Sir, in the laſt ſeſſion I did declare, that I thought 
it impoſſible to make any further concethon to 
the Roman Catholics, without injuring the Pro- 
teſtant aſcendancy —a word that I am proud to 
uſe—to uſe in the ſame ſenſe this honourable and 
reſpectable city has done, and for which they 
have been ſo indecently calumniated. Thefe 
were the ſentiments I then declared—they were 
the ſentiments which the experience and reflection 
of many years had confirmed in my mind. My 
right hon. friend (Mr. Hobart,). has faid they are 
not to receive their wiſhes in full —-Good God! 
what muſt their wiſhes have been if they are not 
to be ſatisfied with what the right hon. gentleman, 
has propoſed ? They are to receive the elective 
franchiſe unlimited. This is to be done, becauſe, 
as he ſays, there would remain a ſore place if any 
reſtraint or limitation ſhould remain. I tell the 
right hon gentleman, there will indeed remain a 
fore plage—but it will be in the Proteſtant mind. 


They are to he made grand jurors; they are to 
have all civitemployments—SheriffsI ſuppoſe are 
civil officers, they are to be juſtices of the peace; 
they are to vote at elections; and if England per- 


mits; they are to have the army and navy open 
, e a j 2 0 544 to 


% 
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to them. What chen - remains for Proteſtants ? 
The , throne, the parliament, and the judgment 
ſeat ; and what; muſt their, petition be, when all 
theſe conceffions.do- not come up to its demand? 
Laſt year you granted much, this year you are 
deſired te grant more; and does he ſuppoſe this 
will tranquillize the countty? No; for you are 
told by the right hon. gentleman, that what y 
do grant will not ſatisfy them; their deſires are 


inſatiable : as if cieir appetite grew on-what it fed upon. 


Gn e 6 ieren ene 1 11 1 
Sir, let the real or affected liberality of gen- 
tlemen diſguiſe the matter as they pleaſe; let 
them turn it and twiſt it into what forms or what 
ſhapes their ingenuity can invent. Proteous will 
return to his own: proper form at laſt -I is a que/- 
tion of power—=they know it is and will you grant 
away your deareſt rights, or will you maintain 
them For my part, I will never grant them 
away. Are you aware of what this will lead to? 
1 will tell you what it will lead to, either an union 
with, or a total ſeparation from, England; for 
is any man ſo unacquainted with the ſpirit of po- 
- piſh intolerance—is any man ſo little informed of 
the hiſtory of this country as not to know, that 
when they attain to power, they will uſe it to the 
oppreſſion of the Prateſtant, who muſt then fly to 
the ſuccour of England ?—Sjir, hitherto I always 
thought that no paſſible cafe could occur that 
would make me-conſent to a union; I would ra- 

ther lay down my head upon that table, to be ſe- 
vered from my body, than give ſuch a confent. 
Alas! Sir, I did not then think I ſhould live to 
ſee the Proteſtant cauſe deſerted ; but I declare 
before Almighty God, I would rather paſs an act 
of union than this bill ſpeak my feelings openly, 


fearleſs 


/ 
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fearleſs of the conſequence ; hy ſhould I diſguiſe 
them? Tf I did, the Proteſtants would deſpiſe me— 
the Preſpyterians would deſpiſe me—nay, even 
the Papiſts themſelves—nay, worfe, I ſhould de- 
ſpiſe myſelf, A ULALR OY As 37508 

Fs ET | E ana UT £3 W 
A gentleman has ſaid we were not ripe for this 
buſineſs laſt year, but we are ripe now. Where 
did he find this ripeneſs ? Was it in the reſolutions 
of the corporations? in the reſolutions of the grand 
juries? No; twas in the mandate of the Britiſh 

miniſter. Let that miniſter make his experi- 
ments at home, where he may be ſuppoſed to 
know ſomething of the country; let him try will 
an Engliſh parliament aboliſn the teſt act; he 
knows they will not. Why then ſnhould he preſume 
to direct the Proteſtant gentlemen of Ireland to 
abandon their ſituation in the ſtate'! But this is to 
tranquillize! How is it to tranquillize? Have Pro- 
teſtants no feelings? Have they no ſouls? Why 
ſhould they be difcarded from their ſituation? Are 
they elamorous? Are they levellers? Are they diſ- 
loyal? Have they any crimes to expiate? Any 
_ faults to varniſh? No. What has been their con- 
duct? Steady, undeviating loyalty ; obedience and 
affection to their ſovereign and to the laws; con- 
ſtant readineſs to expoſe their lives and fortunes in 
his defence; unſhaken attachment to the Britiſh 
nation; affectionate partiality to Britiſh manners. 
And what is the reward of all this? They are 
called upon to ſurrender their all, becauſe it is 
the will of the Britiſh miniſter. For one 1 do 
refiſt this order: God forbid that any earthly in- 

ducements, any private motive, or perſonal: ap- 

prehenſion, ſhould influence me to proſtrate my- 

ſelf before the riſing ſplendour of his Catholic Orb. 


' a 
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Mr. Blake, [county of Galway. Ehen 1 differ 
in opinion from the right hon. gentleman [Mr. 
Ogle| who” ſpoke” laſt I: do it with the ut⸗ 
moſt diffidence, conſeious of his ſuperiority in 
abilities, information, and ex rien; nor do 
I even form a hope that any thing that can fall 
from me, will convey conviction to his mind— 
1 merely deliver it as a declaration. of my ſenti- 
ments. 


80 far from Sinciiag in opinion with the 
right hon: gentleman, that the emancipation: of 
the Roman [Catholics of Ireland would tend to, 
the ſubvertion of our conſtitution, in my mind 
it is a meaſure abſolutely neceſſary to its preſerva- 
tion, e 54/ ls it is by Tenge. _ A 
cnemies:” 325 
| It is „ a to hi to be leſs ſollcitous * 

the welfare of our neighbour's property than 
our own. Our Roman Catholic brethren ſee us 
in poſſeſſion of a glorious and enyiable Conſtitu- 
tion; they have and would continue to leave us 
in the uninterrupted enjoy ment of it; but were 
it aſſailed, as it is at preſent, by wicked and dest 


ſigning men, men whoſe political creed is ſuch, 


that no modification we can deviſe of our preſent 
conſtitution can ſatisſy, as long as we are bleſſed 
with a Monarch on the throne; I ſay, that in 
ſuch a ſituation, we have no claim upon our Ro- 
man Catholie brethren for aſſiſtance: were we to 
call ypon them, they could reply to us with juſ- 
tice, + make us participators of the benefits of 
your conſtitution, and we ſhall with alacrity ſhare 
in the dangers of its protection; but you cannot 


N e us to come forward in ſupport of any con- 
| ſtitution 
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Kitutlan, as long as our oppreſſion continues one 5 
of its principles. This, Lſay, might have been 


their language while in a ſtate of bondage; but, 
now I truſt we ſhall bind them in intereſt to main 
rain that conſtitution, and in gratitude to ſupport 


that legiſlature, whoſe wiſdom and liberality will. 
indute them to receive them to a participation of 


its bleſſings. „ 

Now that we have our Roman Catholic brethzen 
m contemplation, (and thatat the mftance of our 
beloved Sovereign,) let us, in the name of God, 


do things handſomely—and not retail them out 
ounce by ounce, ſeſſion after ſeſſion let us, by: 


one dectfhve blow, obliterate all diſtinction, and 
by that act of union cloſe the defirative terms of 


Proteſtant and Roman Catholic in general and 


conciliating appellations of Chriſtian and Iriſh- 

. e 
Impreſſed with theſe ideas, and conſcious of 

the rectitude of my intentions, I, ſhall through 


each ſtage of this bufineſs be the ſanguine, though 


feeble adyocate of this numerous, oppreſſed, and 

loyal body of people. 3 
Mr. Barwell—Sir, I have not given any opinion, | 

as yet, reſpecting that part of che propoſitionsof 


the Right Hon. Gent. Mr. Hobartwhich goes to 


the Elective Franchiſe, nor ſhall 1 do fo, until 


the bill be brought in; but in every other reſpect, b 
I am decided as to the propriety of repealing all 


penal ſtatutes which militate againft the Catholics 


and not equally fo againſt the proteſtants—AN - 


diſtinctions of that nature ſhould' be done away, 


and alſo all advantages not trenching on the con- 


ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, ſhould. he given to the 88 which 
oy Proteſtants 5 Aa 2 je 

Gir Ay the Sa 3 151 th Char 1 i it A 
tant Rrangerg,and 1 5 aching, or coming 
to reſide in cities,” aßd towns corporate, are en- 
titled to their freedom of trade, on payment of 
208. to the chief magiſtrate, The benefit of this 
act I ſtrongly recommend to the right hon. gen- 
tleman to extend by his bill to the Roman Catho- 
lies, às well as to the Proteſtants, and thus give 
a ſolid, ſubſtantial advantage to them, by reliev-, - 
ing them from the heavy and oppreffive demand, 
of tolls which on moſt occaſions operate in oppo- 
e to the, intereſts of the Andyitrigus eee 


Sir Edward. Creften —Sir, . agree in bas, 
with che right hon. prorleman who has made the, 
motion. 2 2 am for removing ſome of 
the reſtraings under which. the Roman Catholics a 
lie, and would go as far as any man in the coun- 
try to der their ſituation not only comfortable, 
but exenenviable; but T conſider the preſent time 
as rather premature, and I am for opiiponinlg, the 
further conſidęration of this een till ou 4h, hy 


next, month. 74 1791 ee 1 * 4 


The Speaker thformed him. 4 che motion 

E N. wee 7 km jy leave to In in a 
the relie ma enn wens 

ſubje<s of Ireland. e * 


— 7 | "7 1 2 
PL Mr. 1 BOT may de to 7 
paſs on the houſe at this late hour, yet, Sir, 1 
think this is a queſtion of ſuch magnitude, and 
in which the r of Ireland are be deeply in- 
4 og: 34 710 50 anbei, 
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volved, that every man, let 


ſentiments, and to 2 ute, as far as he can, 

$ mite to the public hap 18 A eanneg there 
fore, pe De _ upon myſelſio to repreſs theſe ſentiments 
fp fure and ſatisfaction which 1 feel, 18 ob- 
Tye Ha the period is at lent arrived, when we 
are about to 1 old an p rooted preju- 
dices, and that a ſpirit of benev ce and'tolera- 
tion has fucceeded to perſecution and bigotry. 


Ti reJojoe that we are now about to do an act which 
will pour ſome new and falutary blood into the 
veins of the conſtitution,” and t6'reſtore the fd 
loyal, the moſt peaceable, and the moſt opp 
ſubjects in this land to thoſe ciyil rights, and to 
that ſhare in the democratical part of the confti- 
don, of which they had been ſo long and ſo un- 
_ jiiftly deprived: I ink, Sir, the meaſure. pro- 
ed by the Tight hon eretary, 1s frau * 

iberality, juſtice, and true'conſtituti a, 
and at the ſame time that 4 think the Cathgt 


thereby be put into poſſeth on of true Naeay u. 
berty, it guards with a jealous eye, ol, a 


rautious cireumſpection, thoſe ramparts which 
were erected at the revolution, for the ſeeurity of 
a Proteſtant throne and a Proteſtant FRablmegr: 
* yi 668 5 
1 Bare alyays thous ht, Sie, thive de entire of 
the penal code ea agar 
country were highly impolitic, unjuſt, af Nh- 
beral. I have always thought that they were 
a ſtain and diſgrace to our laws, and I withed to 
ſee them obliterated from our ſtatute books They 
were not only repugnant to the conſtitutioh of 
a” free country, but they drew a juſt reproach 
and Contempt on the national char = * 
ut 


q 61} ever ſo (mall 
' a ſpace in the politic world bound to 


aink * 'Cathokes in this | 
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Fut of all the r laws whieh ff his | 

unfortunate. peopl or ace 10 1 © 

— em. of tl 17 5 grand eri- 
Bok a (a 
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}:their lives; liberty, a 

eg rd 15 2 bas 0 

birtk right 9535 mo invaluable privilege | 
= Wee t e of all þ ee 5 
me to have been t be poſt, unaceountable, - e 

moſt cruel, and the mo N In the i "i 
faney of the revolution it might pe Sb, 
been prudent to guard the new abe by 
the; N laws made in the r n of (de 4 
and by the a en for * ecurity 0 
nme. 


ut how i it ok CER 3 FOI or dow 
it can be * that forty Maes after the ou 
tion, in the 5g 125 2; when, t 405 of theſe' - 
kingdoms was firmly ti ed on the head of the Hano- 
ver i family, when the Proteſtant eſtabliſhments 
were guarded and ſecured, w en the Catho ies had 
giyen forty. Jean teſt of theid obedience and ſub-. 
miſſion to the new cope 1 a rebellion 
in England and Scolla nd, in th ur 1715 ben 9 75 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland bad a fair _—_— 
Fung „if 1 Bey e.diſpoſed. to yalty, to li | 

: beers of Wo Peter To. and 2 to 

ien of ;rebelljon. Ireland was the only. FR. 
part of the empire where diſaffection 6x von, 
did Not dare to. xear its head ; yet after all the 
merits of this ee people, an act is made in 
the firſt of Geo 1 to deprive them of the right of 
voting for repreſentatives in parliament, which 
they had enjoyed, unjnterruptedly, from e revo- 


lution to that day. | \ 
U2 | "Al 
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An bon. eme .(Dr. enen, has faid 
they were prohibited from voting at a much ear- 
lier petiod by the acts of qusen Anne, Which an- 
nexed oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy to their 
right of franchiſe. Giye me leave to ſay, that 
_ abſervation furniſhes an additional argument 
againſt the policy of the act 6F Ges. II. for if the 
oaths of allegian and ſupretnacy were uni yerſally 
taken by the Catholic vöters, during the reign of 
ucen. Anne and Geo. I. to qualify them to exer- 
ciſe their franchiſe; as it was well known it was 
the fact, their aequieſcence and taking theſe oaths, 
was the ſtrongeſt teſt they could give of their at- 
tachment to the ſtate, and ſhould have entitled 
them to the confidence of the nation ; and there- 
fore, it is clear they were not excluded from vo- 
ting,. nor was it intended they ſhould: be by;thoſe 
oaths, for it was well known, that the Cathelics 
yoted in the election of. that very parliament of 
Geo. II. which afterwards disfranchiſed them. 


Sir, the hiſtory of this act has been attributed to 
the local policy of a partieular coumy in Ireland, 
the county of Galway, and to the reſult of a con- 
teſted election for that county, between the lord 
Bunkellin of that day ang fomie other perſon... 


It was ſaid that the Catholics having by their in- 
tent voted lord Dunkellin out of the county of 
Galway, returned his opponent, Lord Dunkellin 
Fal lence enough with the miniſter of that day 


do introduce this clauſe, depriving the Catholies of 
their franchiſe, into the act of Geo. II. Whether 
that fact is well founded or not is impoſſible for 
me, at this time, abſolutely to determine; but, I 
confeſs, I have great doubts of the authenticity of 


that 
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8 bfind, upon looking into 
the hiſtory of that day, and particularly into the 
lords Journals, in che -10th year of queen Anne, 
that Michael the lord Dunkellin of that day, was, 
on the 4th of October, 1714, called up by writ to 
the houſe of lartls; in the life of his father John 

earl of Clanricarde ; and ſat as a peer in the 
houſe of lords during the reigus oſ queen Anne 
and George I. and until his death; and his ſon, 
the late earl, was but two years old in the year 
172% When che act of iſt George IL. paſſed ;—fo. 
that it is manifeſt there was no Jord- Dunkellin of 
that day capable of being a candidate for the 
county of Galway This much, however, L oould 
venture to affirm, that, if by any ſuch' improper: 
exertion of influence, the Catholics were deprived” 
of the right of franchiſe,” it met the decided diſap- 


probation of the preſent noble \repreſentative of, . Z 


that illuſtrĩous famil»-+-b could venture th aſſert, 
that that noble marquis was the moſt warm and 
attached friend to the fair and reaſonable claims, 
of the Catholic body, and I am fully ſatisfied that 
if theeperſonal;preſence of that noble lord wasab-; 
ſolutely | neceſſary for their emanieipation, he 
would, tho' at the triſt of his health and perſonals, . 
oor come over to gie them: wor warmeſt, wp: 
port. eee 4225; ee ' Wis 

4 O55 beer etre re 

Sir an hon: gentleman, hi ſp he in in \ fle- 
bate (Dr. Duigenan), has ne the civil prin 
ciples of the Catholics ;—he has ſaid, that they 
wifted for political liberty and political power, 
in order that they might carry into effect the prin- 
eiples of Mr. Payne, and unite with the enemies of 
the conſtitution in eſtabliſhing a republic, upon the 


n model.— Sir, I muſt beg leave to ſay, that 
11 I think 
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2 bin 1 Kab the principles-andahe Abe 
the Roman Catholics, at leaſt in that province, to 
' which I am particularly attached, (Connaught) as 
well, if not à little better, than that hon. gentle- 
man—T know that they are a brave,a generous, 
and a loyal people ;—they ries attached by 
principle to free and @:mixedimionatelty, and 
they deteſt pepublican and jevelling doctrines z—» 
and J will take mé t ſay, when they are 
emboſomed in the body of the ſtate, when t | 
are reſtored 1d thoſe rights of vitizens, of whi 
they have deen 6 long and f& unjuſtly deprived, 
they would"'thet the laſt Urop of their — 
ſupport of the throne, and his majeſty 's Muſtrious. 
houſe, and in ſupport of the conſtitution, ' 
They knew well that adminiſtration} were always 
amieable to the Catholie cauſe, as far as the tem- 
per of parliament and the nation would admit; 
and 1 tell that gentleman and this houſe, that the 
Catholics re'tos wiſe and too loyal to be made the 
dupes of levellets of — they know well, 
that oy the enemies of nt could make 
. uſe of them as 75 Erle puns to overturn the conſti- 
.* tutions, the Catholics themſelves would ſosn be 
buried in its ruins. For theſe reaſons T-ſhall give 
my moſt decided ſupport toi the | meaſure 
in its fulleſt extent. I confeſs I think it a liberal 
one,-and look u — Catholic emanicipation to be 
GN content, and 8 9 70 


privy to 8 


Mr. Ofterne. —1 moſt heartily concur in the 
motion, as far as the s contained in it 
7 but think that they do not go far enough. 

is an abſurd, - gradual meuſure, to grant the 
electide and with-hold the repreſentative franchiſe, 

ſince 
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nee theetefors — ellafily men of hs ra 
fortune and infitmation, than the repreſentati 
_ would be++Tamith-hold the reprefentative' fran“ 
ehiſe, i ſtill ko aut the peinpiple. of money 
poly for he the general odr „% Host 


* ed admiindiration for ir 
conduct — the whole mifngſs, for not 
conſuking the /independant« gentlemen of the 
country, but in wheir place govenning n | 
net of clerks. * 


ging _— a on! Un 
Right hon. Mr. Auſfrl OS >, | 
coolneſs and temperi an the houſe, und adviſe the: 


Roman Catholics to accept whateyerdhall be grun- 


ted with grativude, Os TER way of 
reaching their alina. 0 1 0 (as . 
6414117 eilt ne t e e e hid 
Lord King 1 Air, am fur per- 
mitting the bill to be broughe in, but will not 
pledge myſelf to ſupport oy 6 as I am highly diſguſt» 
ed. und that with the juſteſt reafong; with the 
conduct ol the Roman. Cacholic for the YO IEP! 
| e „ i e ict H aaa 1, van. 
N. ett > 1401075237: be ai 
2 Hil borough I, Sir, am alſo for admitting 
the bill, hut will. not pledge myſe lf to its: fappoxt, 
unleſs. the Rt. hon. gentleman who propoſed itzean! 
aſſure me that the Roman Catholios-will be fmally' 
fatizhed with what Wannen, 2190 


Rt. hon. Mr. Hobart—Sir, I believe 3 the 
nature of the conceſſions I have propoſed, that they 
will ſatisfy every rational Catholic in the kingdom. 
Jam ſure they ought to do ſo, as they are all that 
can poffibly be granted rich ſafety to the proteſ- 
ä | tant 


kgs > COMM ONS) Dung. 
tant eſtabliſhment. | iT cannot: Capuandre\ on the 


ſubject, nor can I anſwer whether theſe concei- 
ſions will completely ſatisfy all the Catholics. I 
cannot take upon me to anſuwer for any deſemp- 


tion mend er rege tig ict ion 


Right hon. — oumdindy to ird p 
all the prejudices of iny yuuth th ſecure peace 
to my country. I am ready to igive; up fortune, 
and even my li for the end zac übe 


L219 33 $5. 


Mr. A. Daly. —Sir, the meaſures propoſed have, 
entire and hearty dpprobation-as far as they 
go; but however, I do not. think they go far 
enough. Much greater ges might be grant · 
ed; indeed I can ſee no reaſon. why any privilege 
or any right of any other ſubject Tala be with-. 
held from them. Their eo yy loyalty and their 
Jong fufferings; juſtly entitle them now to 9 

favour, * even 1940 1 W 
nd ie orb er 5 + WOOgyusi o Haky om &o rel 

„The queſtion was him put, that leave be given 

to bring in a bill for the — of his ina 


fly $ Roman Catholic ſubjects, when it paſſed in 


the affirmative with two dieting voices Ow 
Hint opulence. hh ater | ob” 
"Qrdered, That the right hen., Mr. Secretary 
Hobart, right hon. Sir Hercules Langriſh, 'the 
Attorney and Solicitor Generals, and Mr. Prime 


| . * prepare, and bring imhe id vill. rt 


*" F 
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onder FEBRUARY, 18. 5 

Night hon. Mr. Weretary Hobort—Having on 2 
former 6ceafion given =7 opinion more at large 
upon, the Roman catholic queſtion,. I ſhall. nox 
now farther trouble the houſe, than in preſenting 
the bill for the further relief of the Roman catho- 
lics, Wich having done, I'ſhall move to have it 
printed, and read #ſecond time on Friday next. 


_ The bill was then fend a firſt time, and is as 
follows: A 
© Wheyeas various aQts of parhament have 
been paſſed, impoſing on his majeſty's ſubjects 
profeſfing the Roman catholie r e re- 
firaims and difubilities, to. which-other ſubjects of 
this realm are not liable; and from the peace- 


* L - 


able and loyal demeanour of his majeſty's Ro- . . - 


man eatholic/ſubjeas,; it is fir that fuch reſtraints 
and diſabllities'fhall be diſegntinued: 5 
e at A ev 
excellent majefty, by and with the adriee and 
oonſent of tlie lords fpiritual and temporal, -and + 


commous tn parliament aſſembled, and by be 
authority of the ſame, that his miajeſty's ſubjecs 


propelling the Roman catholic religion ſhall not 
liable or ſubject to any penalties, forfeitures, 
diſabilities, or incapacities, or to any laws for 
the limitation, charging, or diſeqvering of their 
eſtates and property, real or perfonal, ſave ſuch - 
as his majefty's fubjects of the proteſtant religion 
are liable and ſubject to, and that fuch parts of 
all oaths required to be taken by perſons voting 
at elections for members to ' ſerve in parliament, 
as import to deny that the perſon taking the 
fame as a papiſt, or married to a papiſt, or edu- 
cates his children in 2 popiſh religion, ſhall 


* 
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not hereafter be required to be taken by any voter 


but ſhall be totally omitted by che perſon admi- 
niſtering the ſame, any ſtatute dow in force to the 
contrary of any of the {aid matters in any wile 


Prop idded al ways, that nothing herein before 
contained ſhall extend; or be conſtrued to extend, 
to repeal or alter any law or act of parliament 
now in force, by which certain qualifications are 
fequired to be performed by petſonsenjoying any 
offices or places of truſt under his majefty, his 
heirs and fucceſſors, other than as herein ' after 
is enacted; - "I 3-808 | ir R 


; 7 2 4 Y y . 13 N 1 
Provided alſo, that nothing herein con- 


tained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to 
give perſons: profeſſing the popiſh religion a right 
to vote at any pariſh veſtries for levying of mo- 
hey to rebuild or repair pafiſh ehurches; or for + 
the ſalary of the pariſh clerk. - =Y 


provided alſo, that nothing herein contained 
| fall extend to | authoriſe any perſon proſeſſing 


the Roman catholic religion, to have or keep in 
his poſſeſſion, any arms, armour, amunition, or 
any warlike ſtores, ſword-blades, barrels, Iocks, oi 


Rocks of guns or Fre- arms, or to exempt ſuch 


rſons from any forfeiture or penalty infſicted 
by any act reſpecting arms. armour or amunt- 
tion in tbe hands of any papiſt, or xeſ ing pa- 
piſt; having or keeping ſuch watlike ſtores, ſave 
and except perſons. of * koman catholic religion 
ſeized of a freehold eſtate of 1001. a year, or poſ- 
ſeſſed of a petſonal Nr of 1000l. or upwards, 
who are . hereby anthoriſed to keep arms as pro- 
teſlants now by law may,; and alſo ſave and ex- 
cept Roman catholics poſſeſſing a freehold eſtate 
of, 101. yearly value, and Wſs than 1001. or a 

| petſonal 


4 


_— 
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perſonal eflate of tool. and leſs than 1000l. who 
mall have, at the ſeſſion of the peace inthe county 

in which they reſide, taken the. oath of allegiance 
preſeribed to be taken by an act paſſed in the 13th 
and14th years of his preſent majeſty's reign, enti- 
tled an act to enable his majeſty s ſubjecig of what- 
ever perſuaſion to teſtify their allegiance to him, 
and alſo in open court ſwear'and ſubſcribe. an 
affidavit, that they are poſſeſſed of a freehold 
eſtate yielding a clear yearly profit to the perſon 
* ſame of 1ol. or a perſonal property 
of 100l. above his juſt debis, ſpecifying therein 
the name and nature of ſuch freehold, and nature 

of ſuch 2 property; Which affidavits ſhall 

be carefully preſerved by the clerk of the peace, 
who ſhall have for his trouble a fee of 6d. and 
no more, for every ſuch affidavit ; and the perſon - 
making ſuch affidavit, and poſſeſſing ſuch proper= © 
ty, may keep and uſe arms ſo long ro ſhall 
reſpectively poſleſs a property of the annual va» 
lue of 1ol. and upwards if freehold,or. the value of 
100l. if perſonal, in like manner as his majeſty's 
proteſtant ſubjects may, any ſtatute to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. {i 


And be it enacted, that it ſhall and may be 
lawful for perſons profeſſing the Roman catholic 
religion to hold, exerciſe, and enjoy all civil and 
military offices or places of txtiſt or profit under 
his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors. in this king- 
dom, and to hold or take any profeſſorſhip in any 
univerſity or eollego, except a profeſſorſhip of 
divinity in the college of the holy and undivid | 
trinity of queen Elizabeth near Dublin, and to 
hold any office or place of truſt in any lay body 
corporate without taking or ſubſcribing the oaths 
of allegiance, ſupremacy or abjuration, or making 
px ſubſcribing the declaration required to be ta- 
a. US 8 8 2 Wh kep, a 


* — 
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ken, made and ſubſcribed to enable any perfon 
to hold and enjoy any of ſuch places, and with- 
out receiving the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 
according to the rites and ceremonies of the church 
of Ireland; provided that every fuch perſon ſhall 
take and ſubſcribe the oath appointed by the faid 
act paſſed in the 13th and 14th years of his mas 
Jeſty's reign, entitled, an act o enable his majeſ- 
5 fubjects, of whatever perſuafion, to teſtify their 
allegiance to him. 
© Provided always, and be it enacted, that no- 
thing herein contained ſhall extend or be conſtru- 
ed to extend to enable any perfon to ſit or vote 
in either houſes. of 323 or to hold, exer- 
cle, or enjoy the o 
deputy, or other chief governor or governors of 
this kingdom, lord high chancellor or keeper or 
commilliener of the great ſeal of this kingdom, 
lord high treaſurer, chancellor of the Exchequer, 
chief juſtice of the court of King's Bench or ' 
mon Pleas, lord chief baron of the court of Exche- 
quer, Juſtice of the court of King's Bench or Com- 
mon Pleas, or baron of the Court of Exchequer, 
maſter or keeper of the rolls, ſecretary of ſtate, 
vice treaſurer or deputy vice-treaſurer, teller and 


cChaſtier of tbe Exchequer, or auditor general, 


chief commiſſi oners of his Majeſty's. revenues 
of cuſtoms or exciſe, to the lord lieu- 
| tenant, lord deputy or other chief governor or 
governors of this. kingdom, member of his majeſ- 
Vs moſt hon. privy council, prime ſerjeant, at- 
torney general, ſolicitor general, ſecond and third 
ſerjeants at law, king's counſel, maſters inchancery, 
provoſt or fellow of the college of the holy and un- 
divided Trinity of queen Elizabeth near Dublin, 
Poſt-maſter general, maſter and lieutenant gene- 
ml of his majeſtyꝰs e 

„ 1 I F 0 2 of 


ces of lond lieutenant, lord 


* 
G 


A 
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bis wa, foroey generals gn the fall, and 


Lene y county in this kingdom, or any 
office contrary to the rules, orders, and direction 
made and eſtabliſhed by the lord lieutenant and 
council, in — of the N paſſed in the 17th 
and ISth years of the reign of king Charles II. 
ö uae 3 yany7y wee 

upon an act, entitled an or t you | 
execution of his majeſty's gracious declaration 
for the ſettlement of his oe of Ireland. — 
ſatisfaction of the ſeveral intereſts of adventurers, 
ſoldiers, and other his ſubjects there, and for ma- 
king ſome alterations of and additions unto the 
ſaid act, for the more ſpeedy and effectual ſet- 
tlement of - this kingdom, unleſs he ſhall have 


taken, made, and ſubſeribed the oaths and de- 


claration, and performed the ſeveral requiſites 
which by any law heretofore made and now of 
force are required to enable any perſon: to fat or 
vote, or. to hold, exereiſe, and enjoy the ſaid 
offices reſ pedtivel y. 


< Provided. alſo; od be it nadie; ns EAR 
in this act contained ſhall enable any perſon pro-— 
feſſing the Roman catholic religion to take or en- 
joy any advowſon or right of OE og 
ecclehaſtcal benefice w whaudover. Hachen | 


« And dei it e that no o perſon profeſſing 
the Roman catholic religion ſhall be liable to or 
ſubject to- any penalty for not attending divine | 
ſervice on the Sabbath NN called Sunday, in 


Wannen, 


See nnd e e chin e 
thing herein contained ſhall be conſtrued to ex- 
tend to authoriſe any popiſh prieſt, or reputed: 


Popiſh prieſt, to celebrate marriage between, 
proteſtant, 
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proteſtant and proteſtant or between any perſon 
who hath been, or profeſſed himſelf or herielf to 
be a proteſtant at any ume within twelve months 
| before ſuch celebration of marriage and a papiſt, 
unleſs ſuch proteſtant and papiſt ſhall have been 
firſt married by a clergyman of the proteſtant 
eligion 3 gi ood that every popiſh prieſt, or reputed 
„ Who ſhall celebrate any marriage 
— — proteſtants, or between any ſuch 
proteſtant and | avaſt unleſs ſuch — and 
papiſt ſhall have been firſt married by a clergy- 
man of the proteſtant religion, ſhall. forfeit the 
| ſum of sol. one moiety to his majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, and the other moĩety to the perſon 
or perſons who ſhall ſue for che {ame by action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of 
his majeſty s courts of record, wherein no eſſoine, 
brotection, wager of law, or more than one im- 
parlance ſhall be allowed, and ſhall not be n | 
to any other puniſhment for ſuch offenceQ. 


And whereas it may be ex expoent, in caſe hi 
majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, ſhall be pleaſed 
ſo to alter the ſtatutes of the college of the holyand 

undivided Trinity near Dublin, and of the unver- 
fity'of Dublin, as to enable perſons profeſſing the 
Roman catholic religion to take degrees in the 
ſaid univerſity; to remove any obſtacle which 
now exiſts by ſtatute law. 54 


890 Boie enadted, that from oy after the day | 
of it ſhall-not be neceſſary for any 
perſon, upon taking any of the degrees uſually 
conferred by the ſaid univerſity, to make or ſub- 
ſcribe any declaration, or to take any oath, ſave 
the oaths of allegiance and abj uration, any law 


7 ſtatute to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
_ The 


» 
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The bill was ordered to be read a feeond ume 
-b Friday. 


Sir L. Par ons, fools x as bllons. Ir. Wisler 
chere never was à more important moment; public 
NE is wound to, the , higheſt ; we muſt 
give what will gratify, but will 8 dell oy 3 an 
in now may bring on years of calamity ; you 
have many — to Gar, ; the exorbitant of 
pular deſire; the reluctancè of miniſters to 
change; ; the diviſions which fubſiſt among your- 
-ſelves: We may however do a great benefit to 
our country, we ow inuch to it. I he populat 
efferveſcence directed well, may adminiſter health 
* che conſtitution; it has already awoke miniſters 
m 5 dream of « omnipotence, and you from 
Four olcitancy._over the public wrongs ; it has 
done more; it has called forth an ac nowled g= 
ent of the dilapidations which time has made 
our conſtitution, and produced a righteous 
$i ee towards its amendment: Ne b did I 
| Tee, never did 1 hear of a more dignified aſſem- 
- bly than you appeared at the beginning of this 
Halen; when the ſubje& of parliamentary reform 
was firſt propoſed. So many men making fuch 
fupendous ſacrifices at the ſhrine of the public 
weal. It ſeemed to me like 4 kind of miracle, 
which I hafdly bad ſenſes. to believe; every one 
on every fide uttering ſuch ſentiments, as if the 
ſacred 1 of liberty had dropped from heaven 
upon your heads and filled you with its inſpirati« 
ons. Proceed now to aft, as you have 1 227 


T here are tw6 great objetts which igltate the 
public mind; the extenſion of privileges to the 
catholics; and the reform of parliament ; they 
are both intimately connected with each other. 


I coufine myſelf now to that part of the catholic 
| ſubject, 
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ſubject, which zelates to franchiſe and xepreſen- 
tation; every thing elſe is comparatively of little 
importance, and ſhould be. confidered diſtinctly. 
I {ay then catholic enfranchiſement, and parlia- 
' mentary reform are , intimately connected with 
each other ; and he is but a puny ſtateſman, who 
in conſidering them, would con der them ſepa- 
rately; for the extent of what you give to the 
catholics depends upon the reform, and the ef- 
a5 of the reform depends upon the extent of 
franchife you give to the catholics; he therefore 
- who would ſeparate them, would take a partial, 
imperfect, and contracted view of each. It is there- 
fore I deſire your attention to-day, that before we 

o into either, wg may take a general view of both, 
4 we may ſee what may be done to heal the 
preſent diſcantents and done ſafely. This country 
cannot proſper while it continues in this ſtate of fe- 
mentation; nor can you have any repoſe nor even 
aſſurance of any ſecyrity, ſuch is the perturbed ſtate 
of the.publick mind. I ſhall therefore ſtate, what I 
think will-reſtore tranquillity to the country. I do 
not ſay, it will give perfect content, for nothing will 
ellect that, hut it will content every reafonable 
and moderate man, and then we may without dan- 


ger proceed to repreſs the reſt. 


What I ſhall propoſe will not perhaps be per- 
fectly agreeable 7 either party; neither to thoſe 
who are in power, nor to thoſe who are aſpirin 
to power; if however it is adopted and ſaves wy 
country, I care not for myſelf If it does not, 
have that conſolation of which nothing can deprive 
me ; that I have done my duty, and that I have 
an approving tribunal in my own boſom. 


Firſt, theo, as to the catholics— | | 
The 


{| 
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The catholies have bern depoſed from, all 
authority in this country; for a century they were 
(ſuch were the unhappy N the times) 

6 


unavoidably depoſed; . [ will lift my voice 
againſt any man who defames our proteſtant an- 
deſtors for that depoſition, . Had the anceſtors of 
the catholics been triumphant, they would have 
done the ſame ; they did do the ſame. But let the 
conduct of all our anceſtors on. both, ſides reſt in 
abliviom It is not the part of Iriſhmen todiſparage 
the: characters of thoſe who went before them ; be 
their ſe& or party what it might, let it be remem- 
bered, that they . e and that their 
| blood is at this day running through our veins. 
Where we can, we ſhould adora their tombs with 
trophies ; where, we cannot, we ſhould leave their 


. 


memories to ſleep in peace. 


n,, . © <p PP. Ae 
If the catholic. parliameat of James II. was moy- 
ed by a perſecuting ſpirit, I am ſorry for it, be- 
caufe it is a blemiſſi upon ſo great a portion of the 
Iriſh character of that day. If ds proteſtant 


' parliament that ſucceeded. them, were moved by 


the ſame ſpirit, I; am fill ſorrier for it; but then, I 
look ſor the vindication of all our: anceſtors in the 
temper of the times. I look to England at that 
riod, and there I ſee the ſame ſpirit; I look, to 
France, and there I. ſee... Louis XTVth, juſt be- 
fore the revolution, revoking the edi of Nantz, 
and perſecuting and baniſhing 500,000 proteſtants 
out of his dominions. But when I confider, -that 
the parties in Ireland were nearly ballanced; that 
is, the proteſtants were the leſs numerous, but 
had a great ſupport from England; the catholics 
were the, more numerous, but had, but a ſmall 
ſupport from France; in this equipoiſe of party 
I ſee, that ſome. oppreſſion was neceſſary, which- 
ever party was ſucceſsful, in order that it might 
Sons ee : £8 . pfeferve 


- wy 
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ee its nene "Mes in Evgland, 

"there the proteſtants were ominipotent, therefore 
oppreſſion. by them was perſecution... In France 
ide catholics were omnipotent, therefore oppreſ- 
ion by them too was Pos but in Ire- 
land the powers were near] 5 equal, and — 
what in France and , . was perſecution, 
in Ifeland was policy is thus 1 reſcue - the 
characters of all "Iriffunes at that period; and 
if a ſpirit of intolerance is imputable to them, 
it is an hundred times more imputable to their 
great and enlightened „ Aer in England and . 
France, not to mention all the other kingdoms of 
| 1 „in which till the other day, the moſt eruel 
arbarous perſecutions on account of religi- 
on ps raiſed. But let us draw a curtain over 
theſe ha Py periods of our hiſtory ; it is not 
what Pa 20 ants. or catholics have been that we 
are to conſider, but what they are now. bh 


To give ſome participation of anche to o be 
Roman catholics is no longer a matter of choice, 
but of the mioſt urgent and irreſiſſible Policy. 
When roteſtants of all defcriptions were united 
in withholding it, and when England backed them 
in doing fo, it might be withheld. But is this 
the ſtate of 150 now? Are the proteſtants 
united? Is England aiding ? No but the reverſe. 
Add to all this an impending and- tremendous 
var, and then I aſk, can the claim to the catholics 
* altogether reſiſted 4 Impoſſible. 


1 do not TOR ſlate this to inen to the 
catholics, that their power in this country is 
 irrefiſtible. No—while their conduct is tem 
ate, and what will gratify them reaſonable, it may 
be ſo ; but were they intoxicated with their pre- 
ſent fueceſs, and _— by any miſchievous 

— 
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incendiary to proceed to any thing unreaſonable 
in act or demand, they would find the Proteſtants 
once more united againſt them, England unned 
againſt them, many, of their own perſuaſion united 
againſt them, and their Preſent strength Inte 
berome Feng An, $2 


Iris my opinion then, that the dedive n 
ought not to be imparted to any catholic, who 
hath not a frechold property of 201, a year. But 
firſt let me obſerve, that I never yet ſpoke on any 
ſubject in this houſe: reſpeQing the catholics, ſave. 
a few words the other night; nor did I ever give 
a vote againſt any meaſure in which was involved 
any catholic claim. 1 did not vote for the rejecti- 
on of the catholic-petition in the laſt ſeſſion. Any 
thing: that this houſe has once done, ſhould be 


oo p df with reſpect; I ſhall therefore only fay, 


greatly y diſapproved of that meaſure, I roſe 

ſtate 12 reaſons againſt it, but at the ſame in- 

fans a aun. gentleman in the oppoſition aroſe. 
gave way. He ſtated the ſentiment of his friends 

8 To decidedly for the rejection of the petition, 
He was rapidly followed by the right oy [ecres | 


a with the ſame ſentiment. 


In this * confluence of parties, 1 could 
not hope that my voice would be of any avail; 
and being peculiarly circumſtanced. with reſp 
to my conltjnients, I thought it would be impru> 


dent in me to give an inefficient vote, which TI 


know would be vulnerable to much miſrepreſen- 
tation. I thereſore immediately aroſe and left the 


| houſe, After this, I truſt, it will not beſuppoſed, 


that I entertain any illiberality of ſentiment with 
reſpe& to the catholies. Religion is a ſubject, 
upon which prejudice fo often over- rules reaſon, 
even in * mob: candid * that nk ſo _ ö 

| 3 12 
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no ae 7 and yet how were any opp 
| | It 
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one's ſelf in order to remove dcn an . 
vill, I hope be deemed | ſomewhat © excuſeable. 
Yow to proceed. Every one admits that the num- 
ber of che catholics greatly exceeds' that of the 
proteſtanis, conſequent] gy if the catholics had an 
equal right of franchile, they muſt become the 


a ority of voters at almoſt every popular election. 
L 2 not f fo that at this inſtant the number of 


catholics who. have 408. freeholds' is greater than 


of proteſtanis, But I ay it would immediately DE; : 


ſo. Perhaps! moſt of the cathglics now have but 


leaſes for years; but landlords, wiſhing to enereaſe 
their own conſequence, would almo ſt every were 
convert them into leaſes for lives ; and though the 


cCatholics might not in many inſtances have 40s. 


profit, yet we know, that when it comes any thing 
near to that ſum, the lower order of people will be 
tempted to vote from it. I therefore ſay, that if 
catholics of 40s. freeholds were allowed to vote, 
the number it would admit would be immenſe and 


| ODE.” 


Some I know think At theſe inferior bete 
would be ſo dependent upon their landlords who 
are moſlly proteſtants, that they, might be ad- 
rh to the franchiſe . bees any danger. To 
this I ſay, that though th pA might vote with their 
landlords, they might alſo vote againſt them— 
intereſt. might lead them one way, but bigotry 
might lead them another; for though I believe 
957 bigher claſs of catholics to be as liberal as 
any men, the lower claſs we know axe not bone 
they are too ignorant to be _— 


If you ſay that their Preju -dices were occaſioned 


| oy tFeir oppreſſion, 'and chat they will ceaſe with 
a 


t oppreſſion, I aſk,' have the proteſtants had 


11 


9100 


. © * * 


How can you account for their with-holding fq 
much until now? Was it policy? If it was policy, 
what bas produced the ſudden change? if it was 
not policy, muſt it not have been prejudice ? How, 
can you account for your. own ſentiment on this 
ſubject in the laſt . ſeſſion, and your change of 
ſentiment ſince? ?: 51 


If any franchiſe to catholics was dangerous then, 
will not every franchiſe to them be dangerous 
now ? or if not, muſt you not confeſs that you 
were actuated by prejudice in the laſt ſeſſion, and 


then what follows? That you, the moſt enlight- 


ened aſſembly in the nation —you, on the emi- 
nence of legiſlative power - you were ſo actuated 
by prejudice in the laſt ſeſſion, that you would 
not even ſuffer a petition from the catholics to lie 
in neglect and oblivion on your table, and which 
omy in humble language implored, much leſs 
than you are now going to grant — can you then 
ſuppoſe, that the wretched catholic peaſant, 
wrapped in the thickeſt ſnades of ignorance, and 
ſcared by ſuperſtition and bigotry, that he ſhould 
have no prejudices, or that he ſhould. not have. 
very ſtrong ones? OT ; 


By granting franchiſe then to the inferior ca- 
catholics, what do you do? You give franchiſe 
to a body of men in great poverty, in great igno- 
rance; bigotted to their ſect and their altars; 

„ repelled; 


» 
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repelled by ancient prejudices from you; and at 
eaſt four times the number of you. . Lou give 
them all at once the elective franchiſe, by which 
they vili almoſt in every county iu three provinces 

. ovtit of the four, be the majority of electors, con- 
tröuling you, overwhelming you, reſiſting and 
irrefiſtible,, I cannot conceive a phrenzy much 
greater than this. Allow them every virtue that 
levates man—ſtill this is a trial, that no bedy 
of men, that are or ever were, ſhould be put tc. 


| | © 8. 4 n n re 
I think as well of the catholics as I do of any 
body of men in this country or any other, but 
MMT would not truſt fo much to any body of 
men in ſuch circumſtances, ' Not to the proteſ- 
tants to whom I belong —not to the diſſenters 
whom I highly reſpect. I can only conſider the 
catholies as men, and they muſt = more than 
men, if, in ſuch a fituation; they could be ſafe» 
ly entruſted with ſuch a power. r. 
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But ſtill ſome men think that the inferior catho- 
lies would not abuſe this power. I do not ſay it 
is certain that they would; neither can you ſay 
that it is certain they would not; and this is a caſe 
in which nothing ſhould be left to uncertainty, 
becauſe upon this every ching elſe depends. Sup- 
poſe you gave the inferior catholics franchiſe, 
and that they ſhould meet in all their pariſhes to 
determine on the exerciſe of it, as they lately did, 
to determine on the attainment of it; and that 
they ſhould nom inate in their ehapels their x 
ſentatives to the parliament, as they lately did 
their delegates to the convention, what would 
5 be to ſtop them? The power of their land- 
ords might do much, but the power of religion 
might do much more. How much might theſe 
people be wrought upon by their prieſts, at their 


* 


Altars, 


— 
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altars, working upon their ſuperſtitian and p6 dver⸗ 

| 1 How eaſily might they be perſuaded, that 
eir temporal as; Well as their eternal en 
jaded upon their, uniting together in the 
exerciſe of their franchiſe. I do not ſay, that al 

this would follow; but-I ſay, that all this, and 
more might follow; and therefore that we ſhould 
not wattohly ilk 1 it. 


„ Bowe think in ſafs 2p give 35 WOT: Kuck 
to the inferior catholics on this ſuppoſition, that 
they are ſo. inferior in property few car 127155 
it, and therefore. the proteſtants will ſtill be the 
majority of, eleors. To determine this, 'confi- | 
der the ſtate of the country. Firſt the great in- 
creaſe. of tillage., Thoſe large farms, which, a a | 
few years ago were all in in pi = grounds, ea &þ | 
occupied by a ſingle proteſtant farmer, are now 
droken 5 into ſeveral parcels tenanted for the moſt 
part by catholie huſbandmen, ſo that (ſeven or 
eight catholics hold the ground at preſent, wh ich 
one proteſtant held formerly. Will not moſt of. 
theſe be voters? pf ws 2 this .alſo ; land has 
riſen within five or fix years one-fourth. in its ; 


value. Land which fix years ago you could not 
let for more than 20s. i You. can now let 
for 258. an acre: what follows? That the catho- 
lic, who had his land but fix years ago for * 
extremity of its value, has it now for one · ſou 
leſs than its value ; ; therefore he muſt hold a very 
ſmall quantity, who has not a profit to qualif 
him to vote. To give an inſtance of the operati- 
on of this riſe: Suppoſe a catholic held fo 18 
a quantity of land as ten acres at 20s. an acre, 
and that this was reckoned. a. rack rent ſ& years 
ago; from the riſe of land ſince he muff have a 
profit from it of 308. a year now. Coulſider fur- 
ther, that this increaſe of tillage and rife of land 
have 
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have principally been ſince Catholics were allowell 
to take freehold leaſes, and then conſider how 
three provinces of this kingdom are covered with 
catholics, and can you doubt of the multitude of 
catholic voters, ſhould you extend to them the 
40s. fanchiſe? HIRED. 

 Agaid it is argued, that moſt of the landlords 
are proteſtants, and that they will not be inclined 
to give freehold teaſes to the catholics. But I 
kſk, who can be are that they will not? if 
however it is meant, that the catholics will get 
but little influence by the 40s. franchiſe, then their 
gain is little. But if they ſhould get great influ- 
ence, then your danger is great. It is wife 
then to do, what in the one alternative can do 
them little good, and what in the other may do 
you irreparable miſchief? © But it may be ſaid, 
theſe extreme caſes are iniprobable, and that the 
landlords will not all a& one way, or all another. 
Iwill anſwer to this, that as far as they act in 
either way it applies: that is, the catholic gains 
nothing as far as freehold is withheld, and you 
Tiſk much as far as freehold is granted. And as 
moſt men are apt to prefer their own power to the 
public weal, eſpecially where the intereſt. of the 
N may not be immediately manifeſt, it fol- 
ows, that landlords will rather follow the ag- 
grandizement of their own power, than conſider 
the danger to the ſtate, and therefore will grant 
in freehold to the catholics. #14 e ef 


But further; in three provinces out of the four, 
the catholics are ſix times the number of the pro- 
teſtants. Now if you gave them the 408. franchiſe, | 
and if catholies could obtain freetolds with the 
fame facility as proteſtants, the number of catho- 
lie frecholders in theſe three provinces — 


1 
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fix tmmes the number of proteſtant freeholders. 
What a ſtupendous and overwhelming majority? 
Make then the ampleſt deduction probability will 
admit from this huge majority on account of ca- 
tholic poverty and proteſtant landlords, and 


* pride and prejudice and every thing elſe, and 


after all, what a great majority muſt remain to 
. the catholics? I therefore ſay, give them the 40s. 
franchiſe, and in theſe three provinces they ex- 
_ ceed you ſo much in their groſs numbers, that 
they muſt exceed you in their votes. This ap- 


— 


ars to me as certain as that fix is a greater num- 
r than one, or any other arithmetical axiom. 
1 n EY ' | 20 _ - 


The next conſideration is, whether being ſu- 
"21 . to you thus in number of votes, they 
Vould exerciſe this ſuperiority to your exeluſion? 
T aſk then which are the proteſtants or the ca- 
 tholics the more prejudiced ? Perhaps you will 
ſay the catholies; but I will ſuppoſe them to be 
equally ſo and then I afk, if the catholies were 
allowed to be repreſentatives, but not electors; 
what chance could any catholie candidate have 
in any county in the kingdom! None. If the 
catholics then become the great majority of eler- 
tors in any county, what chance can any proteſ- 
tant candidate have in ſuch county? None: Give 
then the 40s. franchiſe to the eaholics, and they 
will become the majority of electots in three pro- 
vinces of this kingdom ; and: conſequently will 

- elect catholic/ repreſentatives for every county in 
\ theſe three provinces. , Add a parliamentary re- 
form to this, by throwing botough repreſentation 
into the counties collectively or diviſionally, and 
then you will have all catholic repreſentatives 


bor theſe provinces, and moſt probably alſo. for 


ſome of the counties even in the fourth, and thus 
the repreſentatives 5 three provinces being ca- 


 thohes 
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tholics, the great majority of the houſe of em- 
mons will be cathohcs; and all rhis only ſup- 
poſing the catholics not to be à jot more -preju+ 

dieed againſt you, than you muſt admit the 


proteſtants to be a them. bs there any thing 
unreafonable then in this ſuppoſition? |, 
If you ſay this cannot happen, for catholies are 


to be excluded from fitting im parliament, obſerve 
the conſequence. The great < jection: to give the 
408. franchiſe to the catholics reſts upon; this, that 
they would not give their ſuffrages differently 
as other eleQors, but that they would give them 
as a Catholic party, and to ſuch repreſentatives as 
would be, not the beſt repreſentatives for the na- 
tion,” but- the beſt ative; for. promoting 
the view of their party. Now the excluſion of 
catholic-repreſentatives from fitting in parliament, 
as well as every other remaining cal holie reſtricti- 
on inſtead of being a ſecurity againſt catholies 
combining their ſuffrages, will be au additional 
inducement to them to do ſo; for the more points 
they have to gain, the more induegments they 
will have to enter into ſuch combination- And 
even if you were certain, that they never vou 
aſpire to an aſcendancy over you, as you have hi- 
therto over them, ſtill you muſt be certain; that 
they would aſpire to an equality; and therefore 
combine to obtain it. But further, were they to 
aſſoc late to chuſe repreſentatives, do you think; th 
could long want candidates, even among proteſ-- 
tans, or nominal proteſtants, fit for their pufpoſe? 
could they not eaſily get in every Wan ,cnough ._ - 
of candidates, who would offer to take their teſts, 
and 83 to obey them, and the firſt object of 
whoſe miſſion to parliament would-be to repeal 
thoſe oaths, which you now take at that table, and 
admit the catholics to fit here indiſeriminately? 
Such .would be the repreſentatives of three pro- 


Vinces 
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vinces out ow. in the next parliament ; what 
then would be the repreſentatives in the parlia- 
ment the next after? Would they have even the 
name or ſemblance of proteſtanis? 7 * | 


Now what is there to control all wis? Merety 
me power of their landlords, 'This, is the 92 
in the mouth of every catholic advocate, to every 
thing I have been fating, . Now if this be true, 
what does it mean ? Merely this: that if you give 
the 408. franchiſe to the catholics, the proteitant - 
landlords will ſtill, as before, return the repreſen- 
tatives. Now what bene is this to the catholjc 
body, to have the name o chuſing their repreſent - 

atives, if ſtill they are to be choſen, not by them 
but by the proteſtane. landlords ? What + benefit 
is it to the conſtitunon, if catholics 1 m name only, 
but the proteſtant landlords in fact, continue as 
Wale, to return the repreſentatives 45 | 


If it is che ſame influence, that ay” returns + 
not the diſpute about a form, and not ſor à ſubs 
ſtance? Will the catholics W being 
the organs to expreſs the will of their Jandlords, 
and not their own will? Or if on the contrary it 
would not be ſo; if the catholics would think 
and act for themſelyes independent their land» 

lords, what then is the argument from influence 

- of their landlords, but a baſe deception. to dupe 

and impoſe upon 8 credulity ? and for which, 
jf you could be ſo duped, you would not be re- 
- ſpeed for your liberality, but laughed at by the 
whole world for your weakneſs, ad you would 
; % . 425 


4 do not expect of the houſe of commons of Ire- 
land, that it ſhould be wiſer than any aſſembly in 


the yorld, bunt I only implore 3 it, that it may not 
2 3 | immortalias. 
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immortahze itſelf for its folly. - If you à proteſtant 
houſe of commons mean to give up your power to 
the catholics, do ſo; I ſhall acquieſce; but do it 
openly; it may be a magnanimous act, and take 
the credit.for your magnanimity; avow it to the 
whole world: many and great ane have reſign- 
ed the enfigns of their authority, and funk into 
the vale of Ring ſtation ; kings have laid down 
their ſceptres; you may. depoſe Nees do ſo; 
but ſay ſo and let the world know, that you are not 
ignorant of what you are about, and chat it is a 
work of your free volition, and not of a fatuitous 
iguorance and inibecilit - © e 


But to ſhew you the weakneſs of your ſituation, 
ſhould you give the forty ſhillings franchiſe to the 
catholics, and how much weaker it will be, than 
I have even yet ſtated it to be, conſider this. The 
catholics, I ſay, in every county in three provinces 
will unite, to chuſe repreſentatives in their intereſt, 
in oppoſition to thoſe in the proteſtant intereſt, 

and this againſt the will of their landlords. © Now 
how, you will aſk, can this be done? I will tell 
you. It is evident in the firſt place, that the ca- 
tholics will be then the majority of freeholders in 
three provinces out of the four; and that in any fair 
plan of reform being the majority of freeholders if 
they act together, they muſt retury the repreſen- 
tatives for, theſe three provinces. - That if they do 
this, they get a majority in the houſe of commons, 
and a majority of the houſe of commons, in our 
conſtitution, we know, is every thing: Thatis, 
a majority of the houſe of comnions, has the con- 
troul over. the ſupplies, ard the ſupphes give them 
a controul over other powers in the ſtate. Here 
then is the prize o tempt the catholics to unite 
in their ſuffrages, all the wealth, and all the power 
In the land. Will this produce no exertion 7 


4 
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Will this make no men, or will it not make mul. 
titudes of men among them, active and intrigu- 
ing? What then are men to do? Merely to tell 


them this, merely to tell them their ſituation, and 


« ſay to them, you are now the majority of 
e electors, and you may therefore return the ma- 
“ jority of the houſe of commons, and if you do 

* fo, the catholic intereſt is omnipotent ; we only | 
« aſk you to do what you did the other day; to 
«© meet in your chapels and determine, who ſhould 
© be the repreſentatives of every county or diſtrict 
* as the reform may be.” They may ſay, your 
«landlords will want you to vote otherwiſe, but 
* unite together this once, and we will ſoon put 

* you out of the power of your landlords. They 
* may tell them that by their uniting thus in the 
«laſt ſummer to chuſe repreſentatives to the con- 
vention, you got reheyed from the hearth-money 

% tax, and even got this very benefit of voting, 

© which we now call on you to exerciſe,” and 
from thence they may perſuade them, that if 


| they unite again in the ſame way to chuſe their 
repreſentatives to parliament, they may be ſure of 


obtaining ſtill much greater benefits. 


They may talk to them of tithes, and even of 
rents, and at laſt proceed to talk to them of re. 


ligion, and tell them, © if you will unite in your 
aug 


ſuffrages, your ancient religion, which has 
proſtrated in the duſt, for. a century, and hu« 
* miliated and reviled, may once more rear its 
© head, and appear in all its priſtine magnificence. 
* and after the wrongs of a century you may now 
% do an act of great ' juſtice to your 3 your 
e altars, and your God, which thall ſhower down 
{© wealth and power upon you in this world, and 


eternal glory in the next. 


What 
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What influence could a landlord aſe to coun- 
tervail this? Yer, all his, and much more, 11 
be done to make them, co-0 nat es in their ſuttra- 


Will you chen, after 
Fob a power to men who are ſubject to ſuch an 


influence ? Will you be your own executioners, 


* commit ee ? 


| Neither is it merely a ſurrender of power ; you 
cannot tell what uſe would be made of that 7 
by thoſe to whom you would ſurrender it. One 
party thinks the catholics are friends to high 
kingly government, and would therefore 5 
them a counterpoiſe to the rs;. another 


party thinks they have caught the flame of French, | 
with them in their 


politics, and would 
democratical. ſpeculations. But the truth is, that 
no man knows, nor can any man, make a well- 
founded conjeure, what would. be the condud 
of ſuch a body of repreſentatives; nor eyen can 
they know individually, what they might do them- 


2 when they ſhould be thus collected: — | 


ther they might not ſink into ſeryile complian 
to preſerve the aſeendency which they had 1 
obtained, or whether they might not ſpread their 
depredations into all the wideſt exceſſes of de · 
mocratie licentiouſneſs, 98 | 


Is all this to be riſked #/ org whe 
the beſt conſtitution that wiſdom or accident 
yet eonferred upon man; in one of the fin 
iſlands, and in a ſtate, but the other day of the 
moſt rapid proſpexity; are we to riſk all this? 


n wher? In order to give T to the 
lower eatholics ; and which if they h * 508 beſt. 


friends tell you, they would Th exerci e as ſlaves 


See 


will you transfer 
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to have an aſcendency in their turn, what could 
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See then the chain;  Giveth#catholics the cs: 
franchiſe and they will be the majority of electors; 
being the majority of eleftors, they will return tibe 
ES the houſe of commons: the majority 
of the houſe of commons ſo returned will have 
the controul over the ſupplies, and the controul 
over the ſupplies will give them the controul over 
every thing. Could any demonſtrative ſeries be 
more certain and 'conſetutive than this? Who 
is there that can deny à propoſition of it? But 
to go on; ſuppoſe that bav ing thus got a: mοiο⁰ 
rity of the houſe of commons; they chuſe 


you do? Suppoſe they ſtopped the ſupplies. umil 
they modell ed the army, or modelled the peerage; 


what could you do? Buppoſe they proceeded;te — 


acts of intollerance againſt you, as you did 
againſt them, n >; uhm 
could you do? Are proteſtants willing to ſubmit 
to all this? Are the diſſeuters willing to ſubmit 
to it? Is this the improvement in the conſlitn- 
tion, which they have been ſtruggling for? It 
is not to put themſelves up, but to put the cathe- 
lies up, and themſelves down. for ever? The diſ- 
fenters I always reſpected as àa moſt wile people. 
1 fear ſome miſt ſtands before them at this inſtant, 
and that they do not ſee their way; 1 truſt; how- 


_ ever, that you will ſee your way, and the gulph 
. that is prepared for ou. w 3 8 ; 


Again it is aſked, . will the catholics be-con- 
tent with a limited franchiſe ? But I ſay it ĩs 
not what will content them, but what ought to 


— them, that e ought -& conſider. WP am 
Willing to gwe t every t 1 at 


will terminate in our own deft ſome 


things I would rather go even further than the 
bill; though in the frauchiſe 1 would not go fog 
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far. This misfortune is, that the right hon. gen⸗ 
tleman, who has negociated it, does not under- 


ſtand the internal ſtate of che country, and is 
ant of its intereſts. In England ſuch a li- 


— 
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| berty of franchiſe might be of little conſequence, | 
5 f not merely from the paucity of catholics Ys 
I | ann ne of, lenures. S e e | 
» 
'| i "The 1 right hon: gentleman knows that in fog: | 
40 land (or I ſuppoſe. him not to be ſo much un- * . 
9 acquainted with hag country) that there, Iday, ' 
AM the lands are moſtly let from year to yeat—or 
Nn ſeven years—or etimes fourteen years, = : 
8 r and more rarely, for twenty-one years, 0 
= but that leaſes for lives are ſeldom granted. Con- p 
| ſequenily the rabble of the people there caunot 5 


obtain freehold propetty—Nay a great majorit 
of the middle Galle cannot jp gy it. Pb t 
heard it ſtated by a very accurate and well in- 18 
formed man, that the aumber of eounty electors 
in E _ was but -100,000- I know Hot whe- 
ther: this be the Se: but AT the Was N 


bs but very. 5 


"Here the teuufes are quite FER ea 
all the lands of the country are let for aße fo. 
that almoſt every peaſant, has a freehold tenure, 
and if not diſqualified by religion, 1 . vote: . 
See then the eſſect of this upon the 5 pr queſ- 
tion; all the catholic peaſantry w will be red 
to vote; What a rabble will this let into the con- 
ſtitution! I am not objecting to them now as 
catholics. If they were proteſtants I would never 
vote for au infuſion into the conſtitution of ſuch 
4 multitudinous rabble. If they were all proteſ- 
tants, I ſay, for fiſty generations back, I wodld not 

. conſent to the overwhelming of the conſtitution 
| by ſuch a torrent. In ſome counties where there 
| arg 


„ 
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are but 2,000 electors now, you will, if this bill 
paſſes, have 10,000; in others 20,000, in others 
30,000, and I'am well informed in the county of 
Cork alone you will have 50,000 : that is, half 
what I have ſtated the whole elective body. to 
be of all the counties in England. . 

What will be the conſequence of this ? But that 
your county elections will be carried by the vileſt 
corruption; by force, by riot, by bloodſhed ; and 
that, not merit, but money, and outrage will 


nominate the candidate ?t—Do you think you will 


meliorate the conſtitution by admitting into it 


ſuch a copious adulter ation of rabble as this? 1 


do not defire you now to conſider them as differing 


from you in religion, but merely their poverty, 


their numbers, their ignorance, their barbarous 
ignorance, many of them not being able to ſpeak 
even our language, and then think, whether gi- 
ving tham this franchiſe will be an improvement 
in the conſtitution ; or whether it will not be 
a moſt pernicious vitiation of it ? The county 
repreſentation is now reckoned the ſound part of 
the conſtitution ; but where will be its ſoundneſs 


with ſuch a conſtituency ? I repeat it again; put 


religion for an inſtant out of your conſideration; 
ſuppoſe them all proteſtants, and yet ſhould ſuch 
a multitude be inveſted with ſuch a power? I 
have often heard the ſervility and venality of 40s. 
freeholders complained of; that they were in ge- 
neral driven to elections by their landlords, or 
feduced againſt them by bribes. . Still however 


| being confined to proteſtants their number wag 
too few to be formidable, and they gave a certain 


* 


rtion of popularity to our elections, not per- 
E without its advantage; ſtill however the 
were much objected to. But what will be the ſtate 
of things now, when in three provinces, the 
number of theſe vote _ will be enereaſed five - 

| 4 11%. 
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ſix fold without any proportional acceſſion of free · 


holders of property to countervail them. 

Now I ſay the inferior catholies will be content 
without" this, if they are not infligated by the 
ſuperior ones, and even if they were diſcontented, 


they could be eaſily kept down. Have they, not 


been kept dowa hitherto? Is any gentlemen in 
the counties, where they are the molt nume- 
rous, afraid of them? No. Have not the juries 
and the public meetings in thoſe counties entered 
into reſolutions, but the other day, againſt giving 
the ;catholics any franchiſe? And do you think 
they would do fo, if they thought it would be 
dangerous to withhold it? Or who can be ſo 
good judges whether it would be dangerous or no? 
If then in the opinion of thoſe men, it would not 
be dangerous to withhald from them all franchiſe, 
ſurely there can be no danger in with-holding 
from them ſome franchiſe, and that too from 
their very loweſt orders ? | | 
I The catholics may be conſidered as divded into 
three claſſes: The firſt, who aſpire to ſeats in 
parliament.—The ſecond, who are of the middle 
claſs of 2ol. a year freehold property and up- 
wards. And the lower claſs of whom I have 
been ſpeaking. . 

As to the middle claſs, fo far from conſidering 
it as an offenſive limitation to them, to withhold 
franchiſe from the lower orders, I am of opinion, 
that moſt of them would be better pleaſed it ſhould 
be ſo withheld. . Every information I have been 
able to procure from thoſe counties, where they 
moſt abound, confirms me in this ſentiment. 
But further, I know it is the nature of man to 
love diſtinction and pre-eminence. I ſeldom 
knew a proteſtant 10l. freehalder who did not with 
that proteitant 40s. freeholders ſhould not vote, 
and for the ſame reaſon I am perſuaded the 81. 
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dle catholics will be better pleaſed, that the infes 
nor ones ſhould not have votes. | 


much, or more gratified, by being rendered eli- 
ble to parliament ; and what danger ſhould we 
run from this? None if you keep the main part 
of the conſtituency proteſtant; tor no number 
of any conſequence will then be able to avail 
themſelves of this liberty: And I am ſure it 

would be a much more gratifying favour to the ca: 
tholics, and more liberal on your part; why not 
do ſo then? Is it a falſe and narrow pride? For 
my part I feel no ſuch ſentiment towards the ca- 
tholics. I ſhould not be ſorry to ſee a reſpectable 
catholic fitting here on my right hand, and ano- 
ther on my left, provided that by keeping the. 

ſtrength of the conſtituency proteſtant, we did 
not endanger ourſelves, by the admiſſion of too 
many of them: a catholic houſe of commons. 
will never ſpring: out of a proteſtant root. But 
if the toot be catholic, no man can be fure 
how long the ſtem and branches will continue 
proteſtant. . | * ne 
dle What will follow next from this unlimited 
franchiſe? A parliamentary reform; a moſt 


u 
= extenſive and probably a moſt levelling parha- 
mentary reform. For make the cathohcs the 
ing great majority of the clectors of the kingdom; 
Id and do you think, that they would be ſatisfied at 
on, the boroughs remaining as they are in the poſleſ- 
11d ſion of proteſtants? No: But the very day af- 
en ter you grant them theſe pigs, they will be 
ey ripe for joining with the North in the demand 
nt. for a reform. | 3 | 
to Has the right hon. gentleman ſaid, that they 
m will be ſatisfied with what he has now propoſed ? 


Have they made any ſuch declaration to him? 
No; or if they did, how far would this Le bind- 
ee e . ing 2 


Again, the firſt claſs of catholics might Ty OR 


We. 
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ing? It might be binding upon the few indivi- 
duals that made it, but not upon the great body of 
the catholics. Thoſe individuals if they perſe- 
vered, would be ſoon diſclaimed by the catholics, 
as lord Kenmate and his friends were, who were 
for reſting ſatisfied with what was done in the 
laſt ſeſſion. _ 3 „ 
Wbat is the language in the North? © Let us 
« give the catholics franchiſe, that they may join 
* with us in obtaining reform.“ They know that 
the catholics are not ſuch fools as not to join, and 
obtain it, if they can, when by obtaining it, they 
alſo obtain the nomination of three-fourths of the 
members of the houſe of commons, that is, th 
obtain every thing. I ſay then, they will join in 
obtaining the reform; but what kind of reform: 
Certainly the moſt levelling ; for being greatly 
ſuperior in numbers, and greatly inferior iu pro- 
perty, (not having above one fiftieth of the pro- 
peity of the. kingdom, ) they will find it their in- 
tereſt to ſupport that reſorm, which will give moſt 
weight to numbers, not to property, that is, the 
reform, which will be moſt democratic and level- 
ling. And then I aſk, if they thus unite, can 
you reſiſt them? If you fear them, before they 
get the powers in this bill, ſhall you not have 
more-reaſon to fear them afterwards? ; 
If the Engliſh miniſter at this criſis fears the 
catholics alone, do you think he ſhould not fear 
the catholics, and diſſenters, and the greater part 
of the proteſtants of the country all united? And 
will not this reform be the bond of their union? 
No man is ſo weak as to think, that it was libera- 
lity in the Engliſh minifter, which made him 
accede to theſe conceſſions to the catholics, and 
riſk the monſtrous experiment of admitting three 
millions of people into the heart of the conſti- 


tution, who bad hitherto been excluded from it. 


4 
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| What follows? That if fear has made him 
concede ſo much to the catholics alone, what muſt 
he not concede, to the catholics and diſſenters 
united, together with much the greater part of 
the proteſtants. Therefore this extenſive fran- 
chiſe, inſtead of making the catholics contented, 
and preventing them from uniting with the difſen-, 
ters; is the very meaſure which will force the 
union, becauſe it is the very meaſure which wilt 
make it the intereſt of the. catholics to preſs for 
a reform, and how few here do not know how 
intereſt over-rules the actions of men? 
| Some I know will. obje& to what I have been 
ſtating, and ſay, that I am ſhewing to the catholics 
what they may do, and how they may doit. But 
do you believe the catholics to be ſuch weak and 
imple men, as that they cannot diſcover their 
own ſtrength and their own intereſts without my 
inſtruction ? Has the right hon. member found 
them fo in his negociation, or has he by found 
them the very reverſe? But I ſay, I will not fic 
 filent here, when it is propoſed. to you, and pro- 
poſed by a perſon in that ſtation which has al- 
ways ſo much influence upon you, to do an act, 
which will ſoon depoſe you from your pre-emi- 
nence, and put you down. for ever; and when 
you too ſeem to be deliberating under the tran- 
ſitory influences of office, and ſtation, and fear— 
baſe fear, whether or no you will do t. 
In ſhort, there never was a meaſure pretending 
to be a great one, more narrowly concerved than 
the preſent hill: It courts the catholic rabble, 
and inſults the catholic gentry. It gives power 
to thoſe who are ignorant, and tberefore dange- 
rous, and withholds it from thoſe who are en- 
lightened, and therefore ſafe. It gives equal 
powers with the proteſtants to the lower claſs of 


eatholics, who are the moſt numerous, and 
EAT * thereby 
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thereby gives them a ſuperiority : and it does not 
give equal powers to the upper claſs, who are leſs 
numerous than you, and who could therefore 
have had no ſuperiority j that is, it does the very 
teverſe of what it ought to do. 

The next meaſure: I would recommend is the 
incorporation of the catholic franchiſe with par- 
liamentary reform. The elective franchiſe is the 

t object of the catholics, for. thoygh they de- 
| lee other things, they ſay, without this they are 
not freemen but ſlaves. Eſteeming it then ſo, 
this muſt be the paramount conſideration with 
them, and in compariſon of which, every thing 
elſe they deſite muſt be as nothing. I there con- 
fine myſelf at preſent to the conhderation of this: 
I ſay chen, I would have the catholic franchiſe 
included in the bill for parliamentary reform: - 
Extenſion of franchiſe is properly a ſubject of ſuch 
reform. The other catholic meaſures I think 
ſhould be the ſubject of a ſeparate bill. 3 

Now I aſk, what is the obhection againſt uniting 
theſe meaſures, for the catholie franchiſe being 4. 
meaſure of repreſentation; and the reform being 
a meaſure of repreſentation the union of them is 
obvious? What then is the objectiou toruniting 
them? Now, there are but two ohjections, one 
that it might fiſ the catholie queſtion— the other 
that it would delay it. Now as to the objection 
on account of delay—I ſee no ſenſe in this. If 
we were on the eve of a general election, there 
would be ſome reafon for expedition, and the 
catholics might be anxious to get a power, which 
they were immediately to exereiſe but there is 
no general election pendent. As the catholics 
then could have no opportunity for the immediate 
exereiſe of the ſranchiſe, if it were granted them, 
What reaſon can there be for precipitancy ? Or is 
i the riſk you ſear, leaſt the reform being affociat- 


*% ot 


calling ſor reform, 
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ed within the catholic queſtion, ſhould ſink both? 

Now what is it I aſk has enſured the meaſure 
of the catholics ? Is it not the criſis? And why? 
Becauſe in this time of popular fermentation the 

- miniſter deemed it wiſe to conciliate ſo great a 
body of the people. What follows? That if he 
deemed it prudent at this time'to conciliate a part 
of the people, he will deem it the height of im- 
prudence, to irritate the whole ofthe people. And 
will he not do ſo, if weunite theſe meaſures, and 
he ſhould adviſe the crown to reject them? Unite 
then the nation, | ſay, by uniting theſe meaſures, 
and proceed boldly and ſearleſsly like men in the 
great cauſe of a great and united people. 

But ſever theſe meaſures, and what is the con- 
ſequence ? The miniſter will think that he has 
gratified ſo great a. part of the people by the 
catholic meaſure, that he may venture to controul 
the reſt : and under this deluſion he may cruſh 
the reform. And what a multitude of miſchiefs 
the rejection of the reform would produce, after 
public expectation has been ſo — excited upon 
it, it is for you to conſider. Or if you ſay © that 
the catholics havipg got franchiſe would join in 
true; but what would the 

miniſter think? that the catholics, having obtain- 
ed ſo much, would abate much in their fervour ; 
and he would hope, after he had drawn off by the 

catholic bill ſo great a portion of popular g- 

tent, that he might venture for a while to leave the 
reſt to ferment, reſolving however at his leiſure, 
to put a heavy curb on your future exertions. 

- Whether $ catholics would object to the uni- 
on of theſe meaſures, leſt it ſhould endanger their 
enfranchiſement, I know not. But upon what 
principle is it I aſk, that they expect this en- 
franchiſement ? Is it not that old prejudices have 
ceaſed, and that we are but one people united 5 

| ther 
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ther, with but one intereſt animating the. whole ? 
Can they then heſitate, if they are ſincere io com- 


bine their fate with ours? Are we to give them 


every. thing, and will they riſk for us nothing? . 
entertain no ſuch ſentiment of them. I cannot 
believe of them any thing ſo ſelfiſh and unworthy, 
| Their advocates ſay, let them get franchiſe, and 
- they will afterwards co-operate with the pro- 
teſtants, in obtaining reform. Admit they will, 
but why ſhould our cauſe be the lacquey walking 
after theirs, or why thould they not go arm in 
arm together? I do not aſk precedence for the 
proteſtant or the diſſenter, neither do I wiſh to 
Fre precedence to the catholic before them both. 
he catholics have been aſſiſted on this 2 
by many proteſtants and many diſſenters, 
then the catholies neglecting their roteſtant — 
diſſenting auxiliaries, inſiſt on a fe arate treaty 
for themſelves, at this critical. zune 7 B ut i 


whom am I addreſſing myſelf ?- Not to a colic | 
of commons, and therefore 


but a proteſtant houſe 
though it might be a prudent though not a gene- 
| Tous policy in the catholics to prefer the cauſe 
of the proteſtants to theirs, yet I truſt they will 
not ſubquit to do ſo. See now what yqu gain by 
one combination of theſe meaſures. Should a 
miniſter ſay, let us divide the people of — 
Let us gratify a part and iſappoint a part, by 
uniting the meaſures you defeat this ruinous policy, 
You force him eicher to reject all, which he dare 
not, or to admit all, and thus all parties ſucceed. 
You join the reform with a meaſure already re- 
commeded from the throne, and thereby obrain 
for i it a paſſport at the throne. * Lou coneiliate the 
minds of many proteſtants to thecatholic franchiſe 
by thus embodying it with an act in favour of their 
own freedom ; and you at once excite the whole 
* of Ireland from its ſhores to its center in 
univerſal demand | for this great charter of pub- 
lic liberty. | 1 would 
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I wawld been by giviag but a ligzj 
franchiſe 40 the ches; and by making bn A 


moderate — hog 3 apd I would unite theſe meaſures. 
A ſudden communication of power to a great body 
of: people is never wile. Changes in an ancient con- 
Fitgtion ought: to be gradual, The example of 

France ;ſhoulq be an awful admonition to us. Let 


us at this anomalous era ſecure as much henefit for 
our country as we can, but let us encounter as little 


danger. — a cloud fraught with lightaings is mov- 


— 0 — off ſilenty and UADETCFPARNY if ye 
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Again, by waiting theſe mesures ler no man think | 
that it i any dehgn thereby to defeat catholic fran- 
chile. —Thoſe who knoy me, know that I am inca- 
ED mbating any meaſure in an inſidious. and 
iter way; whatever — yoo 1 _ always, and 
wall always, oppoſe openly or body 
men. R 1 die car be Fal 
— Rs. will grapt : whatever ink 
cannon L will gndeayour to withhold, and 1 will 
tay ſo. If the illiberal reprohation of that body of 
MEN, towards whom my heart has never ch 
If Yliheral ſentiment, was to follow, ] ſhould regret 
it, yet would 1 ſpeak, and I would ark in the man- 
ner 1 = Tight. if 1 did not, I thould not 
_ .thigk myſelf worthy to fit among you: I am ſatis- 
hed that yu would we t 79 5 cat | 
ought at * to _ me; and what would be 


worſe, and nd inſupportable, 1 Wee 
deſpiſe h f I fear not the cenſure of the 
— 
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Every ee and * man among them, 
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ur heads, what qught we to do? We. 
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; ſt, will reſpect me for ſpeaking my ſentiments 


+ boldly, and as for thoſe who are not reſpectable and 


«candid, I am not anxious about their "eſteem. 
Truth and reaſon are my only guides, and I would 
not ſwerve from theſe, though the wealth of the 
two hemiſpheres was to reward me ſor voting on 
one fide, and death awaited me at your threſhold 
for voting on the other. DEG" eee 


The reaſon I ſhould \contbine theſe meaſures 18 


not to defeat catholic franchiſe, but to ſecure par- 
liamentary reform. Suppoſe the reform fhould 


paſs this houſe, are you. in no danger of loſing it 


after? Have you never loſt a meaſure after it 


- had paſſed this houſe? What became of the'pen- 


ſion- bill? Did it not paſs here, and yet did it 
ever paſs into a law? What became of the barren- 
land bill? What became of the mutiny bill? 
The mutiny bill was paſſed as a kind of char- 


ter for your freedom, and was it not convert- 
ed into the very reverſe? There is now no ſuch 


er in England as altering your bills, bat there 


is of ſuppreſſing bills. Witneſs the cordage bill; 


did it not pals both our houſes, yet who has 
ever heard of it ſince? If the Reform paſſes this 


houſe, can you'be ſure that it will paſs the other 


houſe? Or if it does, can you be ſure that it will 
not expire on the ſteps of the throne? That it 
will not be trodden under foot by a dark and clan- 
deſtine negative; (one of the anomalies of our con- 
ſtitution); though no viceroy might be prevailed 
upon to give it a negative publicly and openly. ' 


The heart of the catholics is now in the franchiſe, 


I would therefore put it into the body of the reform; 


and make the miniſter feel how it palpitated for ſuc- 
'ceſs, that he might tiemble at its fruſtration. My 
heart is in the meaſure too, and if every impulſe of 

- | ; j my 
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of Ireland, Generous and „we take: 
the firſt glimpſe of ſueceſs for the ſabes light of -cer-- 
hops A reform is po ſooner named, than every: 
eye {ces it enrolled. But if the friends of it are ſan- 


guine, the ſoes of it are cold and machinating, and: i 


you may be baffled at the very inſtant, that you are 


rapt in viſions of ſucceſs. I — exhort you, to 


no human means of ſtrengtheningit, move it 
y but rapidly forward. Put catholic franchiſe 
into ts boſom; and let it move on to the lords and 
to the throne, — by the voti mam ; 


hr 

ok, to not: riſe. to — — 
curly of mane te hon member has, on the 
catholic bill ſtated to the houſe. The whole, Sir, is 
very finely confuſed, and very alarming, and really 
above my recollection or of anſwering: but. I: 
ſhall make a ſhort obſervation on the. only part of- 
it that intereſts me, the evils with which the hon. 
member has threatened parliament, if they ſhall, 


purſuant to the bill of the miniſter, grant an unli-— 


mited franchiſe to the catholics, and fortunately there 
was an experience in the country that would be the 
beſt reply to him. In the reign 


3 
and members of 


your 3 ſevere k 
oy paſſed againſt them, —— aſeen - 


of proteſtant government and connection 
with a proteſtant country. In the, reign of Wil- 
liam, when they were members of parliament, and 


* of I jg they were bk laws difarmed 
rights, In the reign of Anne, 


by acts of the 2d . that reign, a parlia - 
ment elected by Roman catholics, paſſed a code 
10 laws, — — abſolutely the whole catholic 
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my reaſon did not tell me it was wiſe, I ſtiould not 
— upon you: Credulity bas always been the 


of Elizabeth, and 
afterwardy of Charles 2d, — the catholics had 
and power of the kingdom; were 


people. Penklties that I du hot now fecohect were 
ee e as e er 
aid elected by Roman catholics. — ow 


po hare of that is to 

make us all eee 

W n 
By an act of the fut of is 2d, * — 

of voting at elections waz taken catholiesy which 


E think is ſomeproof that it had not at teaft power to 
itſelf. I truſt thoſe tilts will be lone kind 


that has been enacted againſt catholics was _ by 
ts elected bycatholics;—- 


— materal conttouling power. 


ſhort of what was due to the know 
of the catholics, I intend to introduce à 
clauſes, which ſimi tend mort fully to 
withes of that body, and at the fame 


1 


the 


obvinte 


the fears or ſu 
. — 
t call upon the hen. for the 
— hangar as a owbii mun; to reſiſt the 
advice of the hon, baronet, that of implicating the 
catholic queſtion with that of refohtly ns the ons 
-muſt neceffarily injure materially the other. 

I hope, Sir, the hon. —— 
fuppoſimg the catholics owed the preſent favourable 


ſentiments towards them, merely to the cx 1816, ant 
not to their peaceable and loyal cohdHuct; but i it were 


ſo, the linking them to the reform muſt pro ruihoin 


reer 


CoMMo ss. Fes 


» ofalteviation of the hon. metiber's fears on the ſub- 
ject of the bill paſſing into d lav. Every penal law 


me ane the om. werben ba art fer wa. 

ar the bill umi 
lage for diſcuſſmmg its wertes 4 but 1 

merely rife to give noticv, that as Ti. think: n feli 


rr n r . rr. A ( Sy = ES * * 


ppoſed fears of thoſe, who from iil- 
henfions are adverſe to their emancipa- 
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muſt neceflarily be taken up on the ſubject of teforas, 
from the variety of opinions relative to that queſtion, 
before wick the ci on which their cauſe | ſud to 
depend, will probably have pa 
their cauſe with that of r 


the rt of ung wget ci FEY | 
2 u gve the Nie 0 | 


1 * the dil 0 | 
avi them, would be fo many inducements to them 
to unite the proteſtants to get rid of them: 
if his be 0) it is an additional reaſon for to 
my idea; of not leaving one offetlive ch 33 
gun ents ſpecific cauſ he proper 
I ſhall defer offering C es tied , 
ſtage of the bill; but they go to do away ſuch oaths | 
| — r rr N 
ing of perfect with their prot 
brethfeh, and ſubſtituting an bath for the: ſecurity 
of the of ty derived under the act of 
ſettlement. This 1 do not do from thinking it the 
leaſt neceſſary, but that no argument of danger, eren 
the moſt childiſh, Soak eral agua” 4 their total 
tion. | 
Mr. Mavwell.Sir, [ deſire to know whether the | 
Roman cath6lic buſineſs is to be hurried through the 


TIE SET 


houſe betore the afſizes ? or whether a reaſonable time 


will be allowed to gentlemen who ſtill retain ſome 
* 0-Day iatergſt, to confider a buſineſs 
ſuch great magnitude, and to conſult their coliſti- 
tuents on it? 
"Me, dene te trot, Si, no man will 
are a Gould He dad av fy Chit he | 
Uuneis 
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buſineſs ſhould be hurried, but 1 hope: it will ane con- 
cluded before the aſſizes. 

Right hon. Mr. Qz/e, —I hope the ri has: 
man will not inſiſt upon Friday for the ſecond 
of the bill. Fentreat that he will reflect upon the; 
importance of the ſubject. Surely no queſtion af this 
magnitude was eyer ſo hurried thro an houſe of - 
parliament z tis this day gs. - - 
2 it will appear in en in two days 
9 5 Gn, Ges 47240. 97 

Would it not be decent, would it not be reſpectful 
to the proteſtants of Ireland, who ſent us Ee Who 
entruſted their 
conſult them upon what we are about to do? Will 
gentlemen recollect that they are but the truſtees of 


* 


time, in two. 


rights. and liberties in our hands, ta 


the proteſtants of Izeland—that this is a bald meaſure- 


indeed, and a meaſure which I do not think them 
warranted to take without the conſent of their gonſti⸗ ; 
tuents. - 4 

Sin Hereales Langri fy If the Parliament of king 
William, if the parliament of queen Anne had a, 
right to deprive the Roman cathalics of their fran- 
chiſes, we ſurely have a right to ſay, © return to the 


t of your inheritance, to the. poſſeſſion of 


emoymen 
your franchiſe, % by whatever. right they can. vs. 


| by the fame right we can reſtore, 


Mr. J. Claudius Beresford.-—1 * E that the right; 
{ He ſays we 


bon. gentleman will explain himſ 
have a right to ſay—.“ — to your inheritance.” 
nds mean by this inheritance, the forfeited e- 
ao 

Sir Hercules Lagride. 1 the N mambes: en | 
tire miſtakes. me; 1 meant only Polzer rights and 

franchiſe—no eſtates. Fer tal 

Doctor Browne a 5 not only iuvyen,, but what: 
is of much more importance, country gentlemen, will 
A to leave neee. on the aſſiaes, and 


therefore 


Wo 
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therefore the bill ought. to be poſtponed. I muſt 
complain of the low trick admitted to be practiſed on 
us, in that the managers of the bill had layed it to 
the eve of the aſſizes, and juſt at the time it was im- 
poſſible for gentlemen to attend to it, they are anxious 
to harry it through the houſe. 
Doctor Duigenan.— The right hon. baronet - cer- 
tainly did uſe the word inheritance; which he after- 
wards a 3 to political rights: He ſeems to think 
that that ts, though the exerciſe -of them had 
been ſuſpended for fifty years, may ftil'be conſidered 
as an inline; but he ſcouts the idea of recei 
any claim to eſtates that have been forfeited above an 
hundred years. I will tell the right hon. baronet, that 
the fame authority which declared their eſtates for- 
feited, did alſo deprive the Roman catholics of poli- 
tical power, and he might as well call the forfeited 
eſtates their inheritance, as call the dective, franchiſe 
by that name. 
I affure the right bon. baronet, they will think 
due of poſſeſſion no bar to their cim they did 
not think it any in the reign of James 1 hat 
2208 the firſt act of his popiſh arliament that met in 
Dublin? It was an act of reſumption of all the eſ- 
tates forfeited by papiſts in eite rebellion of 1641: 


and if they then reaſſumed their 'eftates, I cannot 


« ſee why they not do the ſame again whenever 
the parliament t all be ſufficiently popiſh. I there- 
fore Fink the obſervation of the hon. member (Mr. 
Claud. * very 8 and very ſeaſohably 
age. | 
I think i it is «very odd and a very indecunk ma · 
nanceuvre to 2 this buſineſs forward thus on the 
eve of the aſſizes, without allowing time to expoſe 
its pernicious tendency. Sir, the houſe, inſtead of 
tuo YE r e. at leaſt a 'Bctnight to ei 
8 " 


b _ EQMMONS. Far af. 

this buſineſs, to precipitate it, js to treat the prateſ- 

tants with the utmoſt conterapt.. 

DES ENT Teton 
* , y CEP 

and intention. Of this the and the 


Stn even de pothponed, [ am certain their loyalty, 


he fir prudence, or their patience were not tabe ſhaken 
by the event. 1 hope, however, that ernment 


FN 2 
poſtpaning the Was 
V of their 
Suse gad lead them to diſtant parts of the cauatry. 
The queſtion was 1 an put that the bill he 
read a ſecond time on Friday next, and carried with- 
out a diviſion. 
Friday, 


oa 
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- The otder of the day for the ſecond reading of e 
Roman catholic bill —.— called for, A 

Mr. George Knox, roſe to ſubmit a motion to che 
| Houſe, ; in order to try whether this bill was conſi- 
dered by them as parectly meeting the gracious wiſhe 
of his majeſty i in his ſpeech — the throne, a wiſh 
that meaſures might be adopted which would gratify 


his Roman catholic ſubjects, and he would hunſelf 


add, not merely gratify, but ſatisfy them in the fulleſt 
extent; and here he ed leaye to cenſure thoſe. 

cohs. who had attributed to the introducers of re- 
orm and other popular meaſures, a diſpoſition and. 


Intention to excite that flame which this bill endea- 


voured to allay; for he who attributed evil motives 
where good intentions might be from circumſtances. 


preſumed, muſt {peak either in ighorance or malice z 
it was not the genuine ſpirit of human hature to 


aſcribe the actions of virtue to the motives of vice. 
He recollected the proceedings of the laſt ſeſſion of 
parliament but that recollection only proved to 
him, that a public body will never act as an indivi- 
dual; that to reſiſt was only to encourage them, and 
to refuſe ſerved merely to demand. In this ſeſſion 
he wiſhed to ſhew to catholics, that the houſe met, 
not to diſcuſs their claims but their intereſts—under 
no apprebendon but that of erring, under no fear but 

unjuſt, until the catholics were permanently 
ie 


the conſtitution would not be ſatisfied 


their claims were the claims of the conſtitution. It 
was ſaid the catholics did not require more than the 
bill offered them, and therefore they ſhould obtain 
no more. Was this reaſoning for an Inſh parlia- 
ment ? Was it not more fit for a French 2 ? 
Shall their demands be the definitive meaſure of c 

ceſſion, and their moderation the of the 5 
29 of parliament ? +; Hons tag would 2 


Friday, Feb. „ e 
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no ſuch ſentiment in that houſe, and he was ſure it 
would not be found out of the houſe, ſave upon the 
8 of ſedition, or as the watch - words of rebel 
ON 
That Roman catholics ſhould finally ſucceed in 
their emancipation had long ſince' been decided when 
the houſe had allowed them means of acqu pro- 
— 5 it was impo ſfible to imagine that men ſhould 
els property Unbost complete liberty; a0 what 
8 was l to delay that li ?—The popery 
laws had their origin in the weakneſs of the _ j 
the ſtrength of Ireland, had overgtown them; | 
Proteſtants were heretofore but a colony, and could 
not exerciſe dominion without buying the protection 
of England; the price of that protection had been 
their own liberty=hilft for the lands the proteſtants 
poſſeſſed, there were till living the former poſſeſſors, 
whilſt proteſtant and catholic knew each other only 
as erlemies—theſe laws were not only pardonable but 
heceffary ; but the bitterneſs of aritnoſity had 
Aually declined . the proteſtant garriſon wal ed 
abroad and converſed with the -Inifh nation- 
became friendly and united the proteſtant felt that a 
merely barren iuſieritante in an impoveriſhed country 
was not an object of ambition, and as the horrors of 
popery decayed, Engl liſh domination became more 
irkſome to him- From the moment he felt the - 
pride of political independence, he ſaw and acknow- 
ledged the neceſſity of catholic emancipation—all the 
great attainments of Inſh freedom had uſhered in 
the period of Iriſh union. 8 preſent bill catho- 
lics were not admitted to t conftitution—medlth 
did not obtain its _ prophreph beg oh „ it ; but 
there was an attempt bribe e- na- 


tion againſt their 1 eg proteCtors 


was the lower pure 5 in the ſtate ſo numerous, 


but that by a 21 gradation of rank and power the 
intermediate orders might be able beſt to preſerve eto 
+43 4 * ow 


— 
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below them by ſubmiſſion to thoſe. above? This 
was the chain of obedience and protection which form- 
ed civil ſociety; and yet by this bill the rabble (an 
order hardly acknowledged. by the conſtitution) was 


courted, and the natural leaders. of thoſe men were 


ighted, as unfit objects for the liberality of the legiſ- 
—— Was this intended to buy off the aul 5 
which has lately appeared amongſt the rabble ? It was 


à vain and uſeleſs attempt, for to-morrow their land. 


lords could form again that union by their influences, 
In this conduct he ſaw the ſucceſs of republican 

principles—thoſe principles which Paine inculcated 
and every honeſt man abhors—by taking from wealth 
its title to power, thoſe principles were effected; 
for this was the ning Faure of thoſe Editions writ- 
ings. Why was there in any country an ariſtocracy, _ | 
but becauſe wealth will Satay attract Power, and 
that power muſt either act in the ſtate, (in which caſe 
It acts to National advantage) or it muſt a& out of 
the ſtate, and in that caſe operate to its deſtruction. 
In France, wealth is excluded from power —yet in 
France wealth was now omnipotent ; that wretch, 
who ſtood deteſted by every honeſt man, who had 
_ dyed his hands in the blood of his king and his kinſ- 
man, to whoſe deſtruction vengeance ſermed to loiter 


And retard the univerſal wiſhes of mankind, had found, 


though wealth was nominally excluded, that wealth 
was effectually power; and though his property 
weighs not apparently in the ſtate, it has made him 
omnipotent in that muſerable country. While this 
example was before our eyes, we ſhould not adopt the 
fatal policy of diſunion, for wherever proteſtants and 
catholics were inimical, republicans rejoiced ; when 
catholic, in the viqlence of diſpute laſt ſummer ſeemed 
. fartheſt from their wiſhes republicans rejoiced; en 
N ſeemed 00 d to Ger gw Nhat "We 
"the language of .the people of , the North on 
that occaſion — Inſult, Kad they to catholics—inſult 


1 
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—Jemand—infiſt—or we deſert you; for well they 
know that _ roteſtants and catholics are united „ 
their objects muſt fail. 
Mr. Knox then inſiſted that all apprehenſions from 
' catholicpower mult be unfounded ; the moment they 
were members of the conſtitution, their union which 
no appeared formidable, would diſſolve for want of 
a common object, they would then be intereſted in 
the ſame meaſures with proteſtants, and be no lon- 
ger anxious for ſeparate views ; the admiſſion ''of a 
number (which could never be mote than ten or 72venty) 
of them into parliament, would ſecure the eftabliſh- | 
ment by the certainty of detaching ſo many men of 
education and property, from an intereſt * hoſtile to 
that eſtabliſhment ; none but ſuch men could be 
choſen, and the whale body of the people would be 
thus mutually attached, He was not ſo vain as to 
hope that he could remove every doubt or prejudice 
upon this ſubject; they were in many too deeply 
rooted for his efforts, byt he thought it his duty ; to 
endeavour by conciliating all men to ſave this country 
from the arnis of an hoſtile nation, and mw her ſen- 
timents more deadly than her arms; he therefore 
would move, that Roman catholics = d be per- 
mitted to hold ſeats in parliament. | 
Mr. J. M. Maſon ſaid, that no man had a more | 
ſincere regard for Roman catholics than he had ;— 
he had been their friend when they had very few in 
that houſe, and he muſt bear teſtimony to their cha- 
racer by ſaying, that never was there a ſet of men 
more oppreſſed and more loyal—he knew them at- 
tached to the conſtitution and loyal to the ſovereign; 
| 2 thou 8 he muſt ſay this he could not help be- 
ing ſu at what had fallen from the laſt ſpeaker ; 
En his & whos ſpeech he ſeemed to forget that we had 
a church eſtabhſhment, and that this eſtabliſhment 
was intimately connected with the conſtitution ?—=and 
turely Roman olthalich could not with well to it. He 


| could 
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could not conceive what was meant by admitting the 
Roman catholics to a participation of the conſtitution 


—while they were the majority they muſt have the 


- whole, if any; th TIRE GER: | 


but a ſurrender of dominion. 
Hon. Denis Browns roſe to are was 
£ a — before the houſe but to ſet the right 


gentlemen right. he woyld juſt ſay, that in all 
— ied wars of 14d, t 


tention for religious: ee or any object but civil 
rights. 1 


queſtion for comtaittal, © 

The :Proveft ſaid, as to the clauſe of the bill re- 
ſpecting the Univerſity, he ſhould give the houſe very 
tttls: trouble upon that point ; — 


joice at any thing which would tend to the diſſipation 
ol prejudices—and if in what he was going to ſay, he 
could effect the abolition of any one prejudice, he 
ſhould conſider it the happieſt moment of his life. 
The reſtraints upon Roman catholics had originated 
from the neceſſity of oppoſing a combination of two 
very formidable powers —the pretenders to his ma- 


jeſty's throne, and the biſhops of Rome; connected 


and dependent on this combination were certain very 
dangerous opinions and doctrines hoſtile to a free con- 


ſtitution; on one ſide indefeaſible hereditary right and 


? non-reſiftance—on. the other the Bope's infallibility, 
his unlimited power of abſolution from oaths, from 


- fin, and the doctriae that faith was not to be kept with 
heretics; theſe, he was happy to ſay, were doctrines 
8 = = m——_— not only univerſally reprobated but utterly 
; could no longer N for the limits 
| yr power r ofthe ki Jar + the obedience, of the 

- ſubject were now perk defined and ſettled : the 

| Ly of the. eiten no PEI exiſt ; the 


from Elizabeth to James II. 
he defied any man to ſhew that there was any con- 


The dn es tian Wan m time, and an the 


was ſure there 
would be no difference of opinion every man muſt re- 
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family itſelf was hardly the fhadow of a name; the 
temporal power of the Pope was annihiliated and diſ- 


claimed, and his ſpiritual dominion was at this mo- 
ment infolicient for the diſcipline of the Roman ca- 
tholic church. Proteſtants nat therefore be 
any longer jealous or fuſpicious, when the cauſes of 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion were completely removed; the 
Roman catholics der, — — 


been uniform 
Joyal and ne nothing under 
the reſtraints ner pe — — m to diſturb the eftabliſh- 
ed government; and ſurely this conduct deſerved 
ſome return? And here he begged leave to quote 
the ſentiments of a man, who had, in his opinion, 
written the moſt juſt, candid, fair and temperate work 
he ever read an hiſtory - of England; the author 
was a Dr. Somerville, and he believed a diener the 
words were, that j though James II. kept up à con- 
ſiderable correſpondence, — had aſſurancs of afhiſ- 
tance from many perſons in England, 8 
his papers there never a any offer of ſup 
invitation (after the articles of Limerick — 
figned) to the abdicated monarch from the Roman ca- 
tholics of Ireland, who bed dome o much f in his 


(ane, 


Perhaps he was part ial to this ads from its be- | 
ing exactly his own opinion; for during fifty years ex- 
perience that he himſelf had had of theconkdence cf 
_ the . affairs in this Kingdom, he ne- 
; any riſing orintended-rifing amongſt thoſe 
poker 2 the ones of the lower orders he did not 
confidet as inſurrection. ' Lord Cheſterfield, when he 
came over here as Lord Lieutenant, was much pre- 
judiced by what he had heard in England of Roman ca- 


ttmolics; ; but vrhen he came to converſe with, and to ob- 


ſerve them, he changed his opi nion. The commons, 
on the alarm of a rebellion actually exiſting in England, 
wiſhed to ſtrengthen the hands of t by vio- 


lent mealures int Roman cathplics ; F they were 
oppoſed 


— 
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oſed by the immediate friends of Government 


in that houſe—and when the Lord Lieutenant was 


urged by repreſentations of the dangers of popery, he 
that © he knew of but one dangerous papiſt 


in the whole country——a very beautiful young lady of 


that perſuaſion. What could have infpired him with 
this confidence; but a retroſpect of their conduct for 
years before, and particularly that when a rebel- 


Hon raged in Great Britain in 17 1 5, they gave not the 
interruption or diſturbance to government; and 


I be could confide in them on fifty years experience, 


ſhould we not nom, aſter the lapſe of more than a cen- 


— 


— the right hon. gentle man finding bimſelf un- 
able any longer to offer his ſentiments to the houſe, 


was indulged with permiſſion to ſpeak ſitting.] 


fate: 
' Be then took art hiſtorial-review ob the ſotßeck, in- 
ſiſting that all the misfortunes of this country had ari- 
ſen from the diſunion of ĩts inhabitants; that as ſoon 
as their nation had become united, all the great ob- 
jects of liberty were attained ; and that the catholic 


emancipation had always been the earneſt of Iriſh H 
berty. To prevent the - influx of fmall freeholders, 


and any diſparity between proteſtants and catholies 
he would wiſh that 10l. freeholds were made indif- 
penſible to voters of any 
cluded a very long ſpeech with theſe worde—— - 
| Let us not be like the churliſh eldeſt fon men- 
tioned in ture, who refuſed to- enter his father's 
' houſe, becauſe his younger brother was received irito 
favour : let us rather conſider our gracious ſovereign 
as. ſpeaking! to us in the words of that benevolent fa- 


ther—* Son, thou art ever with" me, and all that 


' haveis thine ; but this thy. brother Was dead 1 is alive, 
wat * and is found.” n 


He would nov conſider the expediency of the en- 


perſuaſion And he con- 
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Mx. Forbes would not have ſpoken, as a majority * 
the bouſe appeared to have been favourable to the 
principle of the bill, but that he thought it the duty 
pdf every man in the habits of engaging in debate to de- 
ver his opinion on a meaſure ſo momentous as the pre- 

| ſent. Much, it was faid, had. been granted to. the ca- 
tholics within theſe thirteenyears—he ſubſcribed to this: 
aſſertion, and therefore it was that he thought more 

| ſhould be granted to them; firſt becauſe none of the 
cuvils ſo emphatically predicted as conſequences of 
that indulgence had followed. He well remembered 
the declarations into which the extreme zeal of gen- 
tlemen in that houſe had betrayed them in the year 
2776, _— e ence . that 

enabling the cat to purchaſe property, 

. effect ſurrendered every thing that was 
dear to a proteſtant. Secondly, becauſe the principle 
eſtabliſhed by the act of 1778 or 1782, of engaging 
the inhabitants of all detcriptions and perſuaſions in 
one common intereſt, had been — — of ſuch. 
beneficial conſequences to the country, that it be- 
came incumbent on the houſe as a matter re | 
duty and policy, to extend as much as 
the operation of that principle. Thirdly, 
having already enabled them to acquire real Pw 8 
and to practice at the bat, we ſhould admit them to 
a participation of that influence in the government 
of their country, to which by the conſtitution that 
ſpecies of property entitles them, and eminent talents 
in ſuch a leading profeſſion naturally aſpire, E ſome 

vent is not — to the ambition inſe ie 
luch ſituations, if it has not ſorne fi on. wh 
may repoſe, ſome object, by which its views 5 
ter minated, this combination of wealth and — 
will acquire an irregular and powerful authority, 
which muſt infallibly operate againſt the credit 
and ſtability of every government. hough. the 


| deprivation of the elective franchiſe- could not be 
- Jn) | 
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| biting the ſame iſland, and ſubjects of the ſame king, 
are a diſtinct people, and how do the friends to the 
high qualification of twenty pounds propoſe to unite 
them, by maintaining in a great mk, e the old and 
invidious diſtinftion ? for the cauſe of the diſtincti 
m a certain penal law, and fome N rofe 
to remove this caiiſe by continuing the greate ſrt 
of that law on the ſtatute-book.- He exp 
earneſt hope that the parliament of Ireland * not 
on this ſubject prove itſelf ſo much inferior to the 
reſt of Europe in liberality and information, as to be 
pea to a ſyſtem of penal laws religion. 
| tleman could prove, that ſuch laws ever 
any ſalutary effect, or that any 1 
— . by fucks means its ptofefſed oby Tos 
teſs it was ſo weak or fo wicked as to be intent on the 
deſtruction of extertnination of its own ſubjects) he 
would retract his opinion. In Ireland he aſked if 
thoſe laws had attained their object? It muſt be an- 
fwered; they had' not; they had not produced an 
| uniformity of worſhip, for the number of the catholics 
amounted at this day to three millions; they had hot 
contributed to 2 the proſperity of the country; 
on the contrary; it had advanced in proportion to 
their relaxation. Never were thoſe laws more juſtly 
characterized than by lord Camden, who ee 
them to be an heap of contradiction and abſurdity, 
and to have contributed much to the corruption of 
the morals of the people of Ireland. King William, 
it was ſaid, Was a Rene nd to this ſyſtem ; the contrary 
Was the fact; he reprobated it; and often declared ĩt 
as his opinion; that the people were to be attached to 
his government by conciliation, not penalty; that 
the ſituation of the diſaffected in Ireland was different 
from that of perſons of a fimilar deſcription in Eng- 
land; in the former country their offences had been 
2 and adequately e * a conſiderable 
. 
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confiſcation x n a circumſtance which had. 
not obtained in the latter. 

Mr. Forbes then adverted to the means which. 

cught to Þ to be purſued in the yreſent ſituation of Ireland, 

that a proteſtant legiſlator would endea - 

vour to ee the — 6. at; thus period. ſo deſirable, by 

adopting ſuch a ſyſtem of policy, as might induce 


ſimilar habits of thinking among all the people of 


this kingdom; but ſuch habits can never originate 


from laws, eſtabliſhing a contrariety of intereſts, and 


an inequality of privilege between the ſubjects of the 


government. Let us, he ſaid, ſend the pro- 


teſtant and catholic to the huſtings at elections on 


equal terms; when they are accuſtomed to agree in 
the diſpoſal of the moſt important of their temporal; 


concerns, it is not probable that they will 2 on 
account of any difference of opinion reſpecting theo- 


logical doctrines. Mr. Forbęs objected to the ſug - 


uch a meaſure argued a want of confidence in the 
catholics. And reſpecting thoſe who diſtruſted the 
catholics after they had taken every teſt, which poli- 


tical jealonſy could deyiſe, after à canduct ſo irrepre-. | 


henſible during a century, he expreſſed his appre- 
henſions of the impracticability 9 ſuch _—_ 
tlemen with canfidegce in their brethren of; that per- 
ſuaſion. If even the behaviour of the catholics ſince, 
the Revolution had peen ſubject to exceptions, as 
was contended by one gentleman, he appealed to the 

candour and judgment of the houſe, whether it was 
fair to argue, that what before happened under cer- 
tain i would probably occur under others 


different; that the conduct of the catholics 


1 be the ſame when liberated, as when oppreſſed; 


and that the religious animoſities excited by the 
penal laws would continue after theſe laws ceaſed to 
exiſt, But if on the contrary the catholics under 


tar! irritation of mind; naturally created by a confiſ- 
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ext of thr proper, an an; the infliction of a mul- 
tiplicity of by bung under the 
9 to diſa Neale d oũt to them by 
the old government f France, under "the inflience 
2 a ſtrong attachrient to the houle of Stziart; under 
of the court of Rome, undder 


ee on: "as well a8 f political Hherty,! ele 
= their fidelity: to pavernfnent' Ry tor thele 


laſt hundred years, can it 3 rn 
are of reaſon or argument ah the 1 hen 
all thoſe circumſtanècs, which co 
them to acts of difloyalty, Late to a hu W ge 
vour to ſubvert. a free" donftitutibn at the moment 'of 
their admiſfion to a full patticip pAtion of its benefits, 
and to which, chile exchided from thoſe! benefits, ? 
they adhered; He obſerved, reſpectingꝰ the Eon 
cation of property, though it unavoida N N babe 
irritated the "minds of che cathohcs ale the a ee 
in which it oeturred, et he cdnſidered fach 12 jr I 
{are —2 juſtified by the policy and 
every fit äſtef a Revolution, © "any in de 
— Becefftry. T entereck into 3 hiſtory Gf 

— Ta the deprivation-of the electicę franchiſe, 

ed that on friends to that "meaſure müſt 

rey for its Juſtification « on ſome other p princ ciple than x 
the delinquency” of the catholcs; as the moſt de- 
cided and unſu ected teſtimonies of their 1 con- 
duct at that could be adduced: 

In the conelpondence on ng James _ "RFF 
alter the Revolution, la pb t appears, 
that he placed not the * reliance ill or enter. 
tained any expectation of affiſtatice ftom the Hiſb, 
at tlie fame time that he expreſſed A welbfounded 
hope of ſupport in Great Britain; a. co gt 
which he held with perſons of the moſt at 
and ſtation in the court of king Wilkam ; and Nr. 
Forbes aſked, are the deſcendaiits of ſuch perfons to 
enjoy diſtinetions and Fönen! mt the lifter "New: 

mths, 


5 


* 


ti x 
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while the poſterity of the unoſſending catholic in Ire- 
land are to 4a 2 the common privilege of a free | 


A . ef ally 

the ye I ans prin con- 

nected with the 1555 MAL of this 1 4. xl * 
in one of the houſes of erg that aft 

the moſt careful Apel feed of papers Moray, 

Secretary to the Pretender, during the la rebellion 


Scotland, the leaſt trace could not be diſcovered, 23 


any habitat of Ireland. being concerned | in pra- 
mot the object of that rebellipn, or e 
the 1 5 
find <olrpbotated” by all the communications of lord 
Cheſterfield, the c ief go governo of Ireland, in the 
year 17 with the 15 go adminiſtration; wha, 
though 1 ve the aft nt to the law confirming 


the Kr e of the elective 1 8 5 reprobates in ; 
* moſt unequivocal terms the 1 ey, and, rigour | 
8 0 


of the popery-laws, and bude ſpirit ot ibtole- 
rence which at that period prevailed 1 in the 1 Iriſh 


par- 
8 Forbes next conſidered,” Whether the 
wel > e elective franchiſe was diftated by any. 
* | 


ſtated from hiſtories of ungueſtionable 


authority, that when king James ſummoned a par- 


lament in Ireland after his abdication, the number 
of catholic frecholders in this Kingdom was ſo very, 
limited, as not to exceed in ſome counties: ten. 
After che Revolution, real property belonging to 


catholics, o the amount of one million and an half 
was forfeit 


of that religion from acquiring a 15 whi 


it was worthy of obſervation, were e before the 
catholics were deprived of the e Eye franchiſe. 


Fram theſe circumſtances, he ſaid, he was warranted. 


to infer, that this meaſure did not e from, 
rieceſlity. but originated either in the 
monopoly or the ljuenee of 8 Aus at 


has been ſtyled by { opne a part of the 8 a 


| which, 


ns of th Pretender, and this, declaratio 5 | 


and the as of Anne diſk abled any wy peep: 
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which ought pertinacioyſly to adhere ; ; with ag 
much reaſon ànd argument, might it be contended 
that martial law, kh. 7 which gbtain ned luring the civil War. 
ot the dependency of the judges, (becauſe king Wil- 
Tram conſidered imſelf b the critical and peculiar, 
ſifuationof England oblig to reject a hill 2 
the judges independent,) or the ſuf] E an of the 
habeas- corpus act; becauſe ſuch ' was eſ⸗ 
teemed expedient in England, ang — * 
tence of the rebellion in , 1745, was Pauens 
chutzon. "Theſe were all . 

of an undeniable right, and juſtified pore br by (arm ot 
ceſſity of the times; when that neceſſity (rn gt 

he ſhould preſently ſhew reſpecting the OF in — f 
tion, it had; this act no more ban dbole he had fied. 
thould any longer remain on t ſtatute- book. The. 
petition of the catholics to the king had been ani-. 
madyerted on, he thought ſeverely and unjuſtly, By. 


the ſecond article of the treaty of Limerick, the eſtates 
of freehold and inheritance of perſons of certain deſerip- 


tions in five a were to be reſtored TI them to- 
gether with all 8. 2 intere vileges 
and immunities, wy they held and 701 in the 
. reigh of Charles II. thoſe articles were figned by 

the lords juſtices, ratified by ki ng William, and ſome 


of them, and the ſecond article among the reſt, re- 
ceived a ſanction from parliament ; ; and the offence of 


the catholics was a ſtatement that as part of the people 
of their religion were arg Aby that article to their pro- 
ties, together wit ts, privileges, &c. enjoy 
oy ih the mn of Charles II. an «the ee 
chiſe was one of thoſe rights, which they then po 
ed, that the act depriving catholics univerſa/ly * thei 
franchiſe was an infringement of that treaty ; tho 
"Mr. Forbes was free to confeſs that neither the arti- 
cles themſelves nor any degree of ſanction they may 
have received from parliament i in the reign of ki 
din eek could reſtrain a ſucceeding parliament from 


OY 


— 
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paſſing the act in queſtion; yet he ſhould ever main- + 
tain that it was inconſiſtent with the honour and jul- 
tice of parliament to paſs any law on the ſubje& of 
the elective franchiſe, without making an exception in 
favour of thoſe, who were the objects of the ſecond 
article, unleſs the catholics after the ſurrender had 
forfeited - their. title to the benefit of this article by 
ſome new act of delinquency. |, ____...._ 
He adverted next to ſome of the arguments of a 
learned m ember (Dr. Duigenan) on a former debate 
on this ſubject, who, tho actuated by the beſt-motives, 
as Mr. Forbes was confident, was certainly not ſup- 
ported by hiſtorical fact in ſome of his obſervations, 
in order to prove the diſaffection of the catholics after 
the ſurrender the learned member ſtated; that tho? 
offers were made to them by government and Gene- 
tal Ginkle, to remain at home in' purſuit of their dif- 
ferent occupations, or to enliſt, thoſe offers almoſt to 
a man were rejected; whereas if the learned member had 
urſued his on authority (Harris) one page beyond 
his quotation, he muſt have found that nineteen. Iriſh 
regiments ſubmitted, and were taken into the pay of 
the Engliſh army. As to the learned member's other 
objection to the petition, for ſtiling thoſe articles a 
treaty, which he alledges was a capitulation agreed on 
from ill-judged and” unſeaſonable mercy, as the be- 
ſieged were but a ſet of ragamuffins encloſed, like 
rats in a trap, from whence they had no poſſibility of 
eſcaping, nor could have made a long or effectual re- 
e Had the hon. gentleman teſorted to Leland, 
the moſt impartial hiſtorian of thoſe tranſactions, the 
fact muſt have to him totally different; for 
Leland expreſsly ſays, that the ſeaſon was far adyanced. 
the continuance of the ſiege dangerous, and the event 
precarious ; and reſpecting the incapacity of the be- 
ſieged to make a long reſſltagce Mr, Forbes refered 
to theſe words of Harris * the ſurrender happened at 
a favourable conjuncture; a fleet ſent by France to 
M . r i os telieve | 
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opponents to overcome their prejud 
the term and nature of catholic tion ? This no 
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would be bidding at each other on the fubje@ of 


catholic emancipation ; whereas if we now- attach 


that deſcription of people to government, and unite 
them with the proteſtants, the whole people of Ire- 


land might act as a great body to ſupport the balance 


of power in the empire againſt contending factions, 
might poſſibly prevent them from qfocceding to ex- 
tremies, or at le aft ſpeedily tranquillize them. It 
ſhould alſo be conſidered,” by thoſe who oppoſed this 
meaſure,” and yet wete deeply intereſted in the proſ- 


perity of Irelani, that nothing was} more unlike 


than the ſituation of Europe and America, now, 
from what it was when the Popery laws were firlt 
enacted : In America, the free exerciſe of the catho- 
lic religion was not incompatible with the full enjoy- 
ment of political liberty ; when the agitation, which 
at preſent ' prevails in Europe, had ſubſided, there 
was every reaſon to expect that the contention be- 
tween governments and their ſubjects would termi- 
nate in the eſtabhſhment of free conſtitutions in the 
form of limited . 108 — Bt 4 
political privileges to perſons ons. Suc 
an our? = wel as the enereaſing proſperity of 
America, muſt operate as a moſt powerful igduce- 
ment to the catholics of this kingdom to — 
and an enlightened legiſlature would provide — 
{ach powerful attractions, by ſecuring a decid 


ferenee on the compariſon of the . of eatho 


lics 1 in Ireland and in other countries. 

Mr. Forbes obſerved, that  ſome- gentlemen had 
laid, the catholics were premature in their applica- 
tion—the time will come when they can be gratified 
witk ſatisfaction to all parties. Mr. Forbes aſked, 
how long the catholics have to wait? when were their 


gentleman had defined. Suppoſe in this awful and 
anxious interval, the catholic, impelled by the pre- 


Faifing propenſity of the es for enquiring into the 


* 


ces? what was 
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nature and relations between the governors and go- 
verned, ſhould examine into our right of excluding 
| him from the elective franchiſe, hom ci we. juſti- | 
2 placing it, for argument's -fake; even on as 
ng a foundation as we can, that of the acts f 
Anne, to which at beſt very ſtrong, he 
thought this act is not ent! | 
were enacted againſt catholics, not merely becauſe 
they were catholics, but becanſe catholics were jaco- 
bites; the family of the Stuarts were now-extinct; 
the cauſe of the excluſion had ceaſed 3 therefore 
to continue theſe laws longer would in fact be to 


. Thoſe popery laws | 


re-enact them. But it has been urged that a ca- 


tholic enjoys as many privileges of the conſtitution; 
as a number of proteſtants; that bel is in the poſſeſ. 
bon of civil liberty, though not of political. He 
aſked, whether in 1 782 ke proteſiant - would have 

been contented with ch a condition? whether he 
did not conſider. political ſo eſſential to the preſetva- 

tion of civil liberty, that he was determined to ric 
his life and fortune for the attainment of the former? 
what a ſacrifice had America made on the ſame prin- 
ciple ? and had the proteſtants a right to urge a 
doctrine and principles againſt their catholic brethren 
in ſuch pable contradiction to their own profeſ- 

fions their oum conduct? It. has been — 
that if catholics are not capable of voting, they are 
not in a worſe ſituation than many proteſtants, who 
are not elector a clear diſtinction exiſts between 
the ſituations of the two deſcriptions. of men; if a 
proteſtant has intereſt to obtain his freedom in a 
corporation, or can raiſe hy any means a ſum ſuffi- 
cient to purchaſe a forty ſhilling freehold, he may be 
in poſſeſſion of the 4 — franchiſe, * 4 ſo with the 
catholic ;- the proteſtant is excluded by accident, the 
catholic; by ſomethipgnext to an impoſſibility with a 
conſcientious man, as he cam only purchaſe ng > frans 
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the unge ſtandings of his'heaters were he to impute | 
ay autbortey to a character of fach inibecitity, who 
Whs dl on ſike a mendivant friar, fupplicat- 

— In the every proteſfant print wi 2 
2 Mnce the fe r 2 
ſupport; ' the catholic clergy of this cduntty 
| the Principles of the French, as much as that people 
aereſted every ſpecies of church eſtablimmment; tho 
the French ge might affe a ferm diffe- 
retit from that, which now prevailed, it was not pro- 
babe chat the preſefit race would overcome their in- 
capo ſit in to che Uergy, Under theſe cireumſtances, 
the prieſts muſt MATE WY Cs | 
perty | 
in this county; und He ſhould endeavour” to 
tl, that it was not e chat 

men - of thut on would aid em ia 4 
ſcheme; which muſt terminate in 8 | 
Fe and a f. of ind ĩſcriminate fleptedat ion 
by ihe lower clafs of the community; neither was it 


TY any body of men according to thepre- 
. 


ons of this day, could be fog fo 
s to erect another 
ving reſcued themſelves from the 
; —— which u great part of 

io centuries. When 


e of one, 


n affected to ap- 
from the Lower Claſs of people, they 
— the order of 4 ; it was an eſtabliſhed 
maxim, that the faſhion * f opinions und babits de- 
ſeenckell from the Ce — lower claſs in ſociety 3 
but at fent mode of reaſoning, a 
Very iferior Septen of che people: were to give 
the tone of ſentiment and conduct to the Whole of 
their perfuation';'he was confident chat a little _ 
| E that the bill would 
Fer t the tentint by its means * | 
| a thoke Ties conteftionwith his land- 
Iod, and as threeFourths of the landedptoperty of the 
5 9 were poſſeſſed by proteſtants, they would re-. 
tain | 
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tain an aſcendancy. No circumſtance can occur in 
this country to render the catholic: frecholder ſo un- 
like thoſe of his perſuaſion in other countries at this 
day, as not to prefer his temporal itereſts to the 

maintenance of any theological doctrines, reſpecting 
the ſuperior orders of catholics the affertion that they 
in general were ſuch bigots to their ſaith as to ſacri- 
ice their moſt important intereſts in thi world to the 
ſpeculative tenets of Fey rein not be main- 
tained by the hiſtory of the latter periods of Europe. 

Experience has proved that men of all religions, who 
have a ſhare in the property poſſeſſed by every com- 


will rally without diſtinction round that pro: 


munity, . | 

— its preſervation. Eyen amidſt the violent 
contentions, with which this kingdom was diſtracted 
in the- laſt century, and which have been by many im- 
puted to a religious origin, it is an undoubted fact, 
that of conſiderable fortune of the catholic 
perſuaſion, entered with reluctance into a refiſtance to 
the then exiſting government, and not, till they were 
forced by that government for the purpoſe of enrich. 
ing itſelf by forteitures; theſe very men were found 
anxious to deßſt from a continuance of hoſtility, and 
diſpoſed to” forego the ſplendour of >a eſtabliſhment 
of their religion, in order to ſecure that property; and 
in contempt of the anathemas of the Pope embody- 
ing to attack bis legate, but inſtead of expoling the 
fallacy and weakneſs of this argument, and endeavour. 
ing to prove that the apprehenſions entertained from 
doctrines of faith, on which it was impoſſible the 
catholics could act, were groundleſs, hewouldadduce 
one, inſtance which muſt be conchifiye ; it was de; 
rived from the very ſource oc centre of popiſh ſuper- 
ſition, and reſorting to the court of Rome; eſtabliſh _ 
from 1 2 om, the 25 20 oy 
tion of the temporal prince prevailed OVer all 
ſpiritual ' conſiderations; he ſtated by authentic mer 
morials, lately produced to the world, of the trans 
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22 of the courts. of Europe immediately pꝛeced- 
the tevolution, it was evident that the Pope, ed 
by reſentment. againſt, Lewis XIV. on accoont of an 
inyaſion of his temporal authority, thority, conſented. to he 
expulſion of James the II. „ of thel 
kingdoms, and that the ſucceſſor to him, who 
filled the papal chairat the revolution, perſevered in the 
ſame ſyſtem, tho no monarchs ever ſacrificed more 
to the popiſh. religion, than Lewis and. James. . Mr. 
Forbes concluded with declaring his decided. appro- 
bation of the bill, in as much as it repealed laws the 
continuance of which could not be juſtified, and by 
its tendency to unite the inhabitants of this Ago 
of all deſeript ions, muſt make the Iriſh, in a politic 
ny a people, {490 reſtore the country to its 5 


e Browne: (of the Coll 70 entered into a 
ong explanation of the articles 1 and ſaid 
he charge rliam bat he head neo 
the C pal ent on that was un- 
founded —He e objected; not to the princi 5 Ain 
bill, though to ſome of its clauſes, he could not ſub- 
ſcribe, he could not think of letting in ſuch a nume- 
rous, ignorant, bigoted rabble as . catholic 408. 
freeholders muſt be; he perfectly accorded with the 

idea of giving Þ Roman catholics the benefit of educa- 
tion in the Uniyerſity, but thought it would be con- 

trary to the oaths impoſed by the Univerſity ſtatutes, 
and contrary to the. intention of the founders and 
benefactors of the Univerſity, to transfer to papiſts 
any of the authority or emoluments which they had 
intended to promote the proteſtant religion. 

Mr. Holmes ſaid a few words, declaring his aſſent 

to the bill, and his opinion that the elective a f 
ſhould be reſtrained in all its parts. ; 

Mir. Day agreed perfectly with the Provoſt, that 

that the ls of this country had ariſen principally from 
the people of the country ſerloding them ves wich- 
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by granting theſe privileges to the eatholics, the g- 


vernment of this country would ceaſe to the proteſ- 
tant Twas our connection with Britain which made 
the iſland proteſtant, and it is that which will keep 
it ſo while that connection is cheriſhed; .'-, 
He then alladed to Mr. Byrne's letter, which 
he ſaid, at leaft muſt be called highly indiſcreet, and 
calculated to diſturb the quiet of the country. It 
was cenſurable as it promoted an appeal to an aſſem · 
bly of ſuch a kind as if frequently tecurred to, or in- 
caged would reduce the authority of that houſe, 
nd tender them nothing more than the regiſter of 
their own edicts. __ - 3 : 
He declared himſelf friendly to a total emancipa- 
tion; he would not leave a ſeminal principle of G 
content exiſting, from which miſchief and diſcord 
might ſpring , he would place his catholic fellow ſub- 
jects on the ſame high ground as their proteſtant 
85% 55 yet he confeſſed * 1 72 177 
had the change begun earlier, that it might 
ave proceeded gradually. _ | | 
It had been aſked by ſome hon, gentlemen, whe- 
ther the miniſter knew that the catholics would be 
contentedwith this bill. He could ſay, from very re- 
ſpectable authority, that they would; that they felt 
"ay deep. gratitude for the benefits it conferred, 
nd that they would expreſs that gratitude in ad- 
drefſes on the ſubject : if any thing yet remained 
which reſtticted their liberty, they hoped it would 
diſlipate before the warm rays of growing liberality. 
As to the prejudices of papiſts, of which fo much 
had been ſaid, they were faſt decreaſing, and if 
popery ſhould go down for twenty years more, as it 
did the laſt twenty years, there would remain little 
difference between them and proteſtants, but in 
name. . * | 
He concluded by declaring, that the bill had his 
hearty concurrence, as being happily calculated to 
| J give 


* 
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give general content, to eſtabliſh p ace and unani- 
; mity, to call forth the energies of the nation, and to 
ive ſtability to the government of the country. 


e embraced it as the magna charta of the catholics | 


of Ireland, and a pledge of holy fraternity, 7 


Mr. Brooke (Donegal) ſaid no man felt a more DH 


dent deſire to confer upon Romay catholics every 
benefit conſiſtent with the ſecurity. of the proteſtant 
J arg ag This was not à ſentiment lately 
adapted b 11 him —he had manifeſted it ſo: early' as 
1788 e was farther induced to conciliate the 


Nom! eto becauſe it was his majeſty” $ recom- 


mendation, and for that recommendation he had the 
| higheſt reſpect; he would therefore vate for the bill, 
but he hoped it would not extend to fort wills 
frecholders the right of voting —if it ſhould, he 
lieved from the multitude that would be let i in, very 
few gentlemen of landed Property. would be mad 
enough to canvas a county, or to ſtand an election; 
and excluding men of landed property from parlia- 
ment would not, in his o ni, be a very advan- 
tageaus reform. It had boi ſaid that power being 
gradually imparted to Roman ,catholics, it could 
not for ſeveral years to come operate with any very 
great force, He hoped the Roman catholics would 
uſe their power with moderation but he was an un- 


wiſe legiſlator who did not guard againſt poſſibilities, 
and a worſe who did not guard ag lt conſequences. 


Mr. R:Sheridan—l ratherciſe to avoidſilence than 
to ſeek attention—it is a ſubject on which I do 
not like to expatiate my judgment condemns what 
my heart would grant. I have endeavoured to in- 
form my mind upon this ſubject, and I am deter- 
mined to act as a member of parliament ſhould do, 
with unbiaſſed coolneſs and inflexible honeſty : and 
| though, fir, I have often heard the words © three 

millions of people,“ echoed through this houſe, I 
hope we ack not forget the one million of proteſtants 


who. 


} » 


* 
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have delegated to maintain theſe rights aſſemble 
here in parliament. | 2 


utmoſt of his power maiptain and preſerye the 


7 religion by law eſtabliſhed ; and whatever 


Mr. Pitt, or his neceſſary man, Mr. Dundas, may 
put into the ſpeech in favour of Roman catholics, ir 
muſt have this extent, ſo far as the ſame is compati- 
ble with the ſafety of the proteſtant eſtabhihment— 
no more; In this ſenſe I am feady to embrace the 
Roman catholics ; Byt does not this bill endanger. 
the proteſtant intereſt? It doeg—if you give to three 
times their number the eleQive franchiſe, they muſt 
be overwhelmed . What will then avail the barrier 
you think you are now 7 by denying to 
them the repreſentative right? They will tell you 
*tis abſurd to ſay they may be electors, but they 
may not be repreſentatives; that they are competent 
to delegate, but incompetent to execute; and there- 
fore by what you grant render v hat you withhold in- 
ſecure ! Sir, if they cannpt fit in parliament them- 
ſelves, they will find equiyocating, accomodating 
proteſtants, worſe than papiſts, to repreſent them. 

Perhaps, fir, I ſhall not live to ſee the utter abo- 
lition of the proteſtant aſcendancy, tho? that glori- 
522 HE DEs >} & oy pete ous 
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ouseſtabliſhmentwhichcame in with therevolution, to 
which England owes her liberty and her profperity, - 
which is congenial to and blended with our conſti- 
tution will not, I fear, long - ſurvive ; however 
fir, I never will give à vote injurigus to it; and I call 
upon this houſe, in the name of the proteſtant elec» 
tors who fent us here, not do deſert their intereſt. © 
Mr.  Hobartj—There being ſo little difference up- 
on. the principle of the bill, and indeed no objec- 
tion to going into a committee upon it, 1 ſhould 
not have thought it neceffary to have youdlea the 
houfe with a ſingle word were it not for what fell 
from the hop, gentlemen who fpoke laſt. 
That hon, gentleman has truly ſtated that no man 
has a right to argue that a ſubjet debated in this 
| houſe isſuppoſedtobe influenced by the command of 
his majeſty ; his majeſty in his pleaſure. ma 
recommend a ſubje& to the conſideration of parlia- 
ment—parliament in their duty and affection will 
give the moſt reſpectful and attentive conſideration 
to what his majeſty recommends to their notice; 
but when the meaſure comes before parliament in 
the ſhape of à bill, it is then the meaſure of the 
member who introduces it, and his majeſty's name 
is no longer to be uſed in its ſupport ; and there- 
fore the gentleman who ſpoke early in the debate 
was not juſtified in ſaying this bil} was by his ma- 
% 107: 5 
I agree alſo with the hon. gentleman, that his 


\majeſty has recommended to us the care of the pro- 


teſtant eſtabliſhment, and that it is our duty to 
ard it from injury; and therefore, fir, the queſ- 
tion it, how far can we go in behalf of the Roman 
catholics without ſhaking the ſecurity of the pro- 
teſtant eſtabliſhment F On this queſtion, fir, I 
have conſulted with fome 'of the moſt experienced 
and beſt informed men in this country, and it did 
' appear to them, that the meaſure now offered would 
give effeQtual relief to the Roman catholics, with- 

a | C | out 
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out ſhaking the proteſtant eſtabliſhment :- the Ro- 

man calholics themſelves feel it ſo: and I am con- 

vinced it will not injure the proteſtant eſtabliſhment., 

Though I differ from ſome gentlemen, for whom tl 
entertain the * * regard, I know that what we 


are doing will eſſentially ſerve the country; it vill 
conciliate the Romancatholics—it will cement a com- 
mon union of intereſt and affection amongſt his ma- 
jelly's ſubjects and enable this country to repel all 
enemies. 5 5 N 
He was aſhamed to have troubled the houſe f@ 
long, as there had not appeared any difference of 
opinion on the principle of the bill.--He would 
make but a ſingle obſervation more, a learned gen- 
tleman had ſaid, wo not accept the reſts which the 
Roman catholics offered themſelves? For that very © 
realen, becauſe they freely offered to take telts, 
he thought it would be ynjult and annaceſſarꝝ to im- 
Fü rä, 6:77 OY 
Mr. B. Ponſonby begged leave to take up the ar- 
tention of the houſe a tew. moments, He faid he 
felt rather hurt in finding himſelf obliged to expreſs + 
ſentiments different from thoſe other gentlemen, far 
whom he entertained the higheſt reſpect, had ex- 
preſſed before him. He would however, he ſaid, * 
not conſider the bill in the ſame ſenſe other gentle- 
men had done. They conſider it only as far as it 
will tend to affect the political and ſocial intereſts 
of this country: He thought it every man's duty to 
come forward and take it in another view - as it re- 
ſpects our connection with Great Britair— That 
every member in the houſe was under a neceſſity ol 
admitting that that connection mult be materially at- 
fected by ſuchconceſſions. And why? It will throw the 
whole catholic intereſt on one ſide: It will drive us 
into direct oppoſition to England—may not catho- . 
| lics be admitted in England as well as in Ireland? | 
Why are they not?—The natural and neceffary. 
- conſequence will be, it will drive every man having 
an 
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an intereſt in the church into the arms of adminiſ. 
tration. It will ſubject him to government influ- 
ence. Will not the catholic then, when admitted 
to the elective franchiſe and to a ſhare in the legil- 
lature, complain of influence? _ Sooke” of 
Mr. Ges. Ponſonby—Sir, it will be acknowledged 
Fenter with reluQance on a ſubject, on which Iwould 
avoid ſaying any thing—lt was for this reaſon I de- 
hyed declaring my ſentiments, after what I have al- 
ready ſaid upon the preſent, queſtion, until I had firſt 
heard fo many other gentlemen explain themſelves. 
fully on this very important buſineſs, I am there- 
fore, fir, anxious that every gentleman in the houfe 
mould be convinced by what T have to offer, as far 
as I can flatter myſelf with being able to effe&t—If I 
err in judgment I can ſay it is an error of the un- 
derſtanding, not of the heart. As to that bod, of 
men who are the ſubjett of the bill, no one can have 
a higher opinion of their merits than I have; yet l. 
would not with to be thought intriguing by popu- 
larity. I'wiſh to give my thoughts e . 
diſguiſe or reſerve, to fee the ſame made purſued 
by thoſe who have ſpoken before me. Was I the 
ſon who voted againſt the catholic bill? No. 
as } the one who ever objected to our catholic: 
brethren's participating of thoſe rights to which I am 
convinced every man in this houſe does in his foul 
believe them fairly entitled? No. I would rejoice 
toſee that no diſtinctions were known in Ireland, but 
chat of a good or bad citizen: But at the ſame time 
2 diſavow giving any conſent to the bill as it 
83. We 7 A 
I be bill in its preſent form, and the patrons of 
the bill propoſe. to give all rights whatſoever civil 
And militaty, to the cathoke ; to put him in all re- 
ſpects on the ſame footing with the proteſtant. 
Nou, fir, I ſay that that bill itſelf is the moſt ab- 
furd, the moſt unjuſtifiable, the ſl ENDS. 
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al bill, ever. yet brought into this houſe, It is, I ſay 
and will maintain, the greateſt nuiſance ever brought 
into parliament. BT a 11 . e 

It is, fir, utterly impoſſible, it is inconſiſtent with 


. reaſon, to give the great body of the inhabitants of 
any country under any reaſonable government any 


portion of political power do you propoſe-to give 
to three-fourths of your people the power of your 
houſe of commons, that power without whoſe aid 
your ſovereign can not undertake a war, or if he 


does, will undertake it in vain, for who will furniſh 
him with ſupplies? that power which is the 
machine that direQ the motion of the whole nation. 


ill the catholic gentleman, a mari of genius, of 


knowledge and information, when he ſees the 
; . re erny in the ſtate, poſſeſſed of every privi- 
lege 


he hjmſelf bas; will he, think . you. reſt his 


claims here, or will he acquieſce in Four deciſion? 


No,—And this will be the conſequence, if you give 


the catholic a right of ſuffrage, and deny him the 


right, of repreſentation.— When you diſtribute thus 


partially, the more eagerly will eyery man demand 


what he thinks is ſtill. due to him. When, there 
forę, you give the catholic this power of ſuſſrage, 


wil vou perſuade him to be content, and to aſk na 


more? You will by giving only a part, confirm 
him in the belief that he has a right to more; and 


— 
* 


what ſtill remains will have in his eyes ten times 


more value than its intrinſic worth. What was it 
_ firſt formed thoſe ſeparate and diſtin& intereſts of 


roteſtants and cafholics ? Not virtue nor wiſdam. 
K Was political jealouſy, and. political iniquity. It 


may be fairly affirmed there were no proteſtante be- 


fore the time of Henry the 8th. At the conquelt 


the conquerors and the conquered were of the ſame 
: perſuaſion as to religion. 


In the reign of Charles the firſt, the old and new 
Iriſh formed a complete confederacy, the revolution 
i ee: formed 
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ſormed 2 ſeparation, and cchfirmed the power of 
the proteſtant, in oppoſition to _ of the catho- 
tic. It was the palicy of Sn „Which, in order 
to check arid govern one y another that 15 
ſeparate intereſts. It was . key of En 


watchful of that diviſion, that 1017 catholles * | 


proteſtants to intermarry. It was the ſanje po 


that forbid them to be educated together; in Py 
2 pate in the fame common rights, and thus 
ſplit the faine country into two diſtin nations. 


Did this ſyſtem ariſwer its putpoſe? No. Did the 
ſteps taken to render this ſeparation effectual pro- 
duce” the ſalutary conſequences intended by it? * 
ir the cif ences of this periifcivus poli 
What 1s 0 0 
at this day ? "T0 not fure the catholic mind 4 
ed to receive qualifications how, which you 
are convinced they have a tight to obtaift; atthongh 


as 2 religion it is as wa; any other. F For what 


influence the court of Rome ever had in this country, 

is now no more; the well known attachment t 
people of Ireland” Tra 

TY.” with its obj; 


,—He then Frödosed che reſolu - 
publiſhed by the catholics, and dwelt particu- 
hrly on the 1ſt, 2d, 4th, and 6th ;— and on read- 


tiotrs 


beds that article, is as good a proteſtant as any 
ihe that ſat in that houſe; as good a moral and 
political man as any ſubfect his majeſty has. He then 
read that article, which he called the engine, the 


church had ſet up to batter down all legal attach- 


went of ſubjeQts to their fovercign, the cloſeſt ties of 
men in fociety. The ſentiments, fir, contained in 
theſe refolutions, are thoſe of rrue and ſound chrif- 
tianity, of benevolence, of humanity. Let no man 
tell me that a perſon capable of breathing ſuch libe- 
ral fetitiments, can ever be a bad chriſizan, a bad 
fubject, or a bad man, : is impoſſible, ir. Even 
were 


/ 


d to the Stuart fathily, has ceaſ- I 


the ad article, he obſerved on it, that the man 


! 
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were their clergy diſpoſed, (which I am fure would 


not be the war to exerciſe their ſpirituaFpower over 
the laity, 0 _— ir indulgencies to the abſolving them 
leg 


from their allegiance to their ſovereign, it would be 
in vain they could effect nothing, either at this, 
or even at any future period. . the latter caſe, - 
their SOUR to the houſe of Stuart, would ren- 
der wo ſuch; attempt abortive ; in the latter, their 
Intereſt would attach them to the eſtabliſhed 'go- / 
vernment; and adminiſtration would be glad by 
any favours to attach them to itſelf: But reſt aſſur- 
ed, that this would be ſo far, notwithſtanding, from 
forming a colliſion between that body and adminiſ- 
tration, in oppoſition to you, that the catholic would 
erer. look up for any ys any object he bach i in 
view, not to the king, but to you. 
Was it then raiſing the credit of bande to 
ſupport the penal laws, to refuſe catholic emancipa- 
tion? Ah! now gentlemen on both ſides, you find 
yourſelves degraded, funk, ſo degraded as to loſe 
your ſenſibility and become callous to your on tur- 
pitude, —You cannot produce a fingle Iriſh gentle 
man who concerted with you on the meaſure, ſo as 
to be able to reconcile your conduct to yourſelves as 
the reſult of cool and impartial deliberations. But 
you cant be too forward in your own opinion; for 
thoſe who renounce all ſenſe of ſhame know. no 
mits either of modeſty or diſcretion.— Twas wiſelyß 
done, you think, to tell the catholic he was to 
look to the crown, not to this houſe for his emanci- 
pation, for the right of civil ſociety.- Reflect but for 
a moment, and you will perceive the folly, the ab- 
ſurdity of leaving it in the power of adminiſtration 
to make a merit of granting thaſe favours that ought + 
to proceed from you. Let that filly bill be kicked. 
out of the houſe. Let another be brought in that 
ws not bel a diſgrace to your ſtatute books, wiſe 
6 om ehenſive in its 3 Cer oor = 
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men of underſtanding, and ready to 1 your - 
catholic brethren: aſſociate them to yourſelves; 
leave them nothing to wiſh ; and if ever you ſhould 
hereafter think you had any reaſan to repent of your 
indulgence, let them have nothing to anſwer. Vou 
will be told there is riſque in gi à participation 
of power z— that is Can a u had been 
dealt with candidly, you had rather — unſolicit- 
ed, than yield — ee relutance—no man 
can ſay he is more nearly intereſted in the politics of 
this country than I am men part at times unwil- 
lingly with power; and this is one of thoſe times: 
but it is the effect of prejudice, not of reaſon or 
juſtice. Think of wiſh union, think of Iriſh gra- 
titude---Belieye me, they will loſe all recolle&ion of 
former diviſions and the «fn. of thoſe divifionsz 1 
pledge myſelf and declare on my honour I had not 
connexion, the flighteſt communication with any 
catholic ever in reſpect to my political ſentiments ; 
nor had any catholic the ſmalleſt” hint of my opi- 
nion of the preſent queſtioa before my coming this 
day into this houſe. . But I know the character of 
_ Triſhmen is tenderneſs of heart, and ardour of ſpi- 
rit-and it is on this principle : feel g mk 
reſted i 8 their g | 0 
Mx. George Ogle got up, and 
of mind, exclaimed againk the bill great gi reg 
in tolo. He ſaid . difinclined to the main 
of that bill. That proteſtant aſcendancy, he now 
law, was only a mere phantom, becauſe —— was 
no hongur in the proteſtants themſelves. He deſired 
the great characters to conſider what they were about 
doing. Their conduct, he conſidered a mean, 


cringing, mode of: clectioncering. That as to his 


own, however he may be miſtaken, he would act up 
to the principles of an howeſt man. In whatever 
light; the world would conſider his conduct, would 

' relieft diſgrace on bünſelf alone. He had no child 
5 _—_— his factier's . 1 now aſk you, . 
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exultation but reproach —when you drove many of * 
his majeſty's braveſt and moſt faithful ſubjects to en- _ 

ge in foreign ſervices. Are the proteſtants,” fir, 

n mental powers ſuperior to their catholic brethren ? 
ſuperior in attachment to their country ?—Neither. 
Il know not what kind of liberty that was you had 
paſſed without their help. Thoſe, who have ſtated 
that ſuch men have engaged in foreign ſervices, are » wy 
the very men who cannot defend their own houſes 
without their aſſiſtance. Read the hiſtory of Eu- 
rope, you will find what they have been and what 
they are. Thoſe are the men who crowded: the 
mak of your armies, filled your navy. What has 
been their reward? To be immediately condemned 
to ſlavery! Your cathalic brother is the ſlave. You 
enjoy liberty by his labour. That was conſtantly the 
happy effect of their ſignalizing themſelves for you, 
and for your country. It were happy for catho- 
lics, if they could reſt their claim on ſome firm 
round. The wiſeſt men of England and Ireland 
looked with indignation and abhorrence on the treat- 
ment they met wititng 8 
At firſt he had no idea that the catholic franchiſe 
was neceſſary to their emancipation.—He now 
thought far otherwiſe.— The clergy, he ſaid, pre- 
ſided too much on the laity, and the hierarchy, on 
the whole, religion has placed this country behind / 
moſt of Europe. The effects of perſecution: have 
not been able to alienate the catholic from the pro- 
teſtant. But he ſaw the time approach, when every 
| al ſtatute would be no more, when not the 
ſmalleſt diſtinction in political intereſts will ſubſiſt, 
and when every thing is done away; in the room of 
1 aſcendancy, there will fucceed union and 
friendſhip between the catholic and the proteſtant - 
Hoped all former jealouſies would now ceaſe, ane 
there would ſoon be an end to this only conteſt, 
which he thought would only promote the good of 
Ireland, Tou are now engaged in war with a pes- 
| 8 7 3m pie. 
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Mor Oels ad, chat as he was+the' firſt: perſon | 
in chat houſe who. declared his determination to gie 


entire and total emancipation to the Roman catho- 


lis of lreland, be felt himſelf called upon to ſay a 


very few words in anſwer to ſome arguments which 3 


had been urged againſt the meaſure.” 


| He diſclaimed its belonging to party; 3 f it was "of 1285 
too great magnitude, and he ſhould hold that man 
the moſt infamous in ſociety, who could ſport with - 


the feeling of three millions to” * unworthy a Püre 


He denied it * affect the Uitereſt the pro- 


teſtant religion, which he reſpe&ed. But he 


. thought the idea of aſcendancy, as applicable tore- _ 


ligion, not only weak, but, neatly itfipious. What 


had religion to do with it? 


The Holy _ of our religion preached l 6 
B humility, and you do not 
find in t bible, rom Geneſis to Revelations, one 


word o commiſſioners of the revenue or exciſe, or | 


taſters af wines, c. 


It lis a queſtion of power, not between the kin and 
his people, for their intereſt is, and I hope always 


will be the ſame ; but between four fifths of 2 | 


people of Ireland on the one part, and a "ag inte- 

reſted individuals on the other, who, like all mo- 

nopoliſts, wiſh to exclude others from a ſhare.'. .. 
It is ſo with the monopoliſts of the India trade i in 


| England; it is ſo with thoſe of the African trade in 


England; and it is fo with the monopolies. of the 
iriſh ſlave trade. 


LEE 


member (Doctor Duignan), as it applied to 


. 0 o it leemed to be, that ſuch laws as 


every: thing but the petition which had been 
actually before the houſe. The only aſſertion 


| the: 
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haters of civil government But n do 
ee eee. 


Oolonel den next bbs Wal, that pentis- 
men formed eee Ne A ede vo 
- neighbourhood. +: 


That no womder the EE Es of $000,000 
of people had no effect on certain of 
crooked policy, who fit in this houſe only to with- 
magnets n 
land. (ery SON 


"oh be ban however PE ry 8 
ally in their demands Their 
9 4 in * wp: keep, Me laſt year « extended no farther 
than the eee. >, 


Mr. Chamberlaine objekted tb the Ftanting nenen ay 
ſhare in the legillature to any but under due qua 
cations. The law had wifely provided a qualffica- 
tion, to which. he ſaw nothing in the catholic rei- 
gion that could be a prohibition. 


The telt inltitutes at the Kevokition' was a « 
tical teſt ;_ but that of Ireland in particular was'a 
"religious one, ſince an Iriſh catholic may hold ali 
the articles of the church of Rome, 447 Jet — | 
all the articles of the Revolution. 0 


The relig ion of the catholic e the 


18 ee . of 9— conſtitution; and in that 


Lenſe is in ith f a par llamentary reform. | | 
He conſidered the elective franchiſe the reſtora- 


tion of a right; he would therefore inſiſt 1— 
but would at the ſame time inſiſt, that the parti- 
ä ought to be gradual, not a full one altoge- 
ther. 
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mention this to ſhew that 
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they complained of might be on the books, but 
. were not put in force. Sir, faid Major Doyle, if 


they are too bad to be enforced, they are too bad to 
be there, and I never will conſent to entruſt the li- 
berty of my fellow · ſubjects to the caprice, or even 
the good-nature of the magiſtrate. Away with the 
diſmal code! compared with it, the Draconian code 


was mercy. The ſword of Damocles, hung with a 
- ſingle hair over my head, is a greater puniſhment 
than t . it fell and cruſhed me. 


It is ſaid, if catholics get the franchiſe, they will 
ſpeedily acquire landed property. Why, ſir, they 


muſt firſt obtain freeholds, for the bill only gives 


them eligibility ; then they will vote for their land- 


lord, if he be a good one, as the diſſenters do indiſ- 
criminately, without regard to religion. 


But how are the catholics to get the landed pro- 
perty? it is one hundred to one againſt them in 
landed property---and will both parties magically 


| change their qualities on the nabing of rhe bill ? 
The proteſtant to become idle and diſſipated, and 


the catholic induſtrious and frugal, ſo as by induſtry, 


do purchaſe all the landed: property.---Why, fir, if 
they ſhould ever be ſuperior in numbers and alſo in 
landed property, you could not, nor i wk not pre- 


vent their having a pre-eminence in the ſtate. Look 


- fir, ſaid he, to Canada---ſee there a conſtitution 


framed by his preſent ny, ct by his pieſent 
miniſter. Their houſe of afſembly, (is anfwerable 
to our houſe of commons, ) conſiſts of 50 members, 


of which 35 are catholics and 15 proteſtants. The 


buſineſs of government and the country goes on 
well. The 35 are there, not in r of their 
catholicity, boi becauſe 2 have the landed pro- 

perty, which muſt and * always to prevail. —I 


queſtion, religion will be very quiet. 
Jo this may be objected the 8 of [Mons 


.  treal, to which I oppole the capitulation of Lime- 


rick 


' 
. ' * % 


Power 1s out of the. 
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rick. Let the one anſwer the other; but I care not 
for capitulations---their claim for freedom. reſts on 
better baſis---they derive it from God and from 


Nature. 


It is ſaid, they will obtain the high offices of the 
ſtate - but gentlemen forget it is the king who gives 
them away, and of courſe will not chuſe the ſedi- 
tious. | FA | 

It is ſaid the poorer ſort don't wiſh the franchiſe; 
] know not how people can learn their opinion. 
They probably are ignorant of the meaning of the 
term, but if they knew, that by having it, they will 
be protected from being turned out of their farms. 
to make room for freeholders, they will then thank 
you for the franchiſe. Butit is ſaid that this ſeldom 
happens---Sir, we have all often ſeen advertiſements 
for lands to be let, . and none but a proteſtant need 
„apply.“ I have one in my hand, ſaid he, within 
the laſt fortnight to the ſame effect. It is aſked will 
the catholic be ſatisfied with this bill? Sir, it would 
be preſumption to anſwer for any body of men. But, 
I have no doubt they will be grateful ro their ſove- 
reign and the legiſlature, for what they do get---of 
courſe they would be ſtill better pleaſed to get more. 


But, if they were loyal before with their former op- 


preſſion, ſurely they will not be leſs ſo when they 
are materially relieved. It would be abſurd to ſu 

poſe they would never look further. The higher 
« you alce:1d to the hill, the more extended will be 
ce the view Let us give then ſpeedily © gui dat cile 


« dat bis.” Away with the left handed wiſdom of 


overning by diviſions! Govern a whole people 
— us give generouſly, and have no craving void 
« left aching in the breaſt.” Y 

Mr. Graydon ſpoke but few words intended as a 
caution to guard againſt the danger of 2 


privileges of any body of men without the great 
W 


1 * 
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Mr. Grattan,.—I could wiſh the bill under your 
conſideration had gone farther. I could wiſh that 
it had given the roman catholics the privileges of 
other diflenters. I am ſure that is the only 
ſound policy. I think, however, the bill deſerves 
thanks, becauſe it contains much, and alſo be- 
cauſe it leads to much more - but I muſt ſay the 
mover had diſcovered more Kale if he had given 
to the catholics the whole now, and had ſettled 
with them for ever. | ED 
Ihe ſituation of the roman catholics is reduci- 
ble to four propeſitions ; they are three-fourths 
of your people paying their proportion of near 
2,000,0001. of taxes, without any ſhare in the re- 
preſentation or expenditure; they pay your church 
eſtabliſhments, without any retributions; they 
diſcharge” the active and laborious offices of life, 
manufacture, huſbandry and commerce, without 
thoſe franchiſes which are annexed to the fruits 
of induſtry, and they repleniſh your armies and 
navies, without commiſſion, rank, or reward; 
under theſe circumſtances, and under the further 
recommendation of total and entire political ſe- 
paration from any foreign prince or pretender, 


they deſire to be admitted to the franchiſe of the 
conſtitution: I have liſtened to your objections 
with great reſpet——give me leave to anſwer 
them. | ,,, Pong +42 
The firſt objection I heard, is the petition of 
the catholics to his majeſty ; but, who is. there- 
that does not ſee the queſtion to be, whether the 
catholics are aggrieved, and not how thoſe griev- 
ances have been ſtated by their committee. But 
even, on the ground of the petition, if as in a caſe _ 
of bill and anſwer, you chooſe, to wrangle, you 
will find their petition is ſubſtantially true—it 
complains that the catholic, by law, cannot carry 
arms—the law is ſo—it complains that the catho- 
8 Hh 5 
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lic, on ee to diſcover their arms, are liable 
to be whipped. That law is yet in force, and fi- 
nally it ſtates, the great and radical grievance, 
that the catholics are excluded from the franchifes 
of the conſtitution ; and about that complaint, 
there is. no doubt, the petition therefore cannot 
juſtify a refuſal to adminiſter redreſs, even if their 
redreſs depended on the manner of formng their 
' petition. But the ſecond objection goes on broad- 
er and bolder grounds, and inſiſts on the deme- 


rits of the catholics; it ſtates, that the carholics- | 


abhor all proteſtants, and never were, nor are, 


nor ever will be, loyal fubjects to a proteſtant 


king; and it aſſerts in particular, that in every 
war and in two rebellions, ſince the revolution, 


the catholics have exerted themſelves to the beſt - 


of their power, again their king and country, 
en guilty of various domeſ— 
tic inſurrections. The laſt part of the objection 


and have beſides, 


ſcarcely deferves notice; it propoſes that the ca- 
tholic inhabitants of 32 counties ſhould be pu- 
niſhed for the diſturbances of ſix ; it propoſes 
that the offences of a local mob ſhould be viſited 
on the community at large, and that the finite 
offences of that local mob ſhould be puniſhed by 
the eternal disfranchiſement of the community; 
it makes the crimes of the man the pretext for 
the proſecution of the ſect ; it proceeds on a prin- 
ciple that would disfranchiſe every part of his 
majeſty's dominions, where riots have exiſted, 
and almoſt every great city, the city of London 
in particular—it proceeds on a principle which 
argues from the particular to the univerſal, and 
which in logic is falſe reaſoning, and in politics 
is a departure from the principles, not of reaſon 
only, but of juſtice, of humanity, and of charity. 
Ibis laſt part of the objection, I fay ſcarcely re- 
quires an anſwer; the firſt does—it ſtates, that 


after 


[ 
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milies and of Iriſh birth, and they will diſtinguiſh 


rity, that 19 Je 
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after the articles of Limerick, the catholic troops 
rejected general Gink/e's offer, and almoſt to a man 
went to the enemy. This is not hiſtory ; . the 
fact is otherwiſe ; it has been made to appear al- 
ready by my hon. friend from undoubted autho- 
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ents of the catholic army at 


that time joined king William. The objection 


proceeds to another miſrepreſentation, and ſtates 


that the Iriſh brigade is conſtantly recruited and 
officered from Ireland. The fact is not ſo. Here 


again the objection, in matter of fact, totally and 


notoriouſly fails. The Iriſh brigade is not con- 


ſtantly recruited and officered from Ireland, but 
on the contrary, few of its officers, and very few 
of its men are- recruited from Ireland. Gentle- 


men will. diſtinguiſh between. officers of Iriſh fa- 


© between a regiment bearing an Iriſh name, 
a regiment. filled with Iriſhmen. The firſt is 
the.caſe of the Iriſh brigade, and the latter is not; 
and for the refutation of this part of the objec- 


tion, I appeal to the knowledge and the candour of 


entlemen who have ſeen ſervice, and who muſt 


ow. the charge, that the Iriſh brigade is con- 


ſtantly officered and recruited from Ireland, to be 


abſolutely deſtitute of foundation, The objec- 
tion proceeds, and ſtates that 16,000 Iriſh catho- 
lics fought againſt great Britain in the American 


war. I believe the number, of thoſe Iriſh to be 


greatly magnified; and ſure I am that this de- 


ſcription is not juſt; thoſe Iriſh were in great | 
numbers - Preſbyterians of the North, not catho- 


lics of the South; they emigrated in great bodies, 
aud they continue now to emigrate to America 
from the North of Ireland, not for rebellion, but 


for land, or a better condition. Your fellow ſub- 


jets have emigrated from poverty at home, and 
{ſometimes have met * and if you wiſh never 
— "4 H 2 5 — n 
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to meet them in arms in other countries, your | | 
method ſhould be to giye them a better condition | 
at home. The objection proceeds, and ſtates, that 4 
reat bodies of Iriſh fought againſt England at 2 
St. Euſtatia and St Lucia; here again the objec. | 
tion fails in point of fa&t ;—great bodies of Iriſh- 
men did not fight againſt England at St. Euſtatia 
and St. Lucia, There was itideed a regiment of 
1800, commanded by general Dillon, the Iriſh bri- 
gade, and this, I ſuppoſe, the objector conceives 
to be thoſe great bodies of Iriſhmen;' but that re- 
giment was chiefly compoſed of Dutch, and of 
the recruits of various nations, and of very few 
Triſh; and here again 1 appeal to the gentlemen ' 
on the ſervice, whether this part of the objection 
is not, like the other parts, entirely unfounded. 
The objection proceeds and ſtates; that the Iriſſi 
catholics ſupply the flects and armies of the ene. 
mies in a much greater proportion than thoſe of 
cat Brin; 0 muſt poſitively deny; they 
upply the fleets and armies of the enemy in a 
very trifling proportion, and they ſupply the flects 
and armies of great Britain in a. very great and 
abundant proportion. In the laſt war, of 80,006 
ſeamen, 50,000 were Iriſh' names; in Chelſea, 
near one-third of the penſioners were Iriſh nates; 
in ſome of the men bf war almoft the hble chm. 
plement of men were Iriſh. With reſpect to the 
recruiting ſervice, it is. a fact known to the gen- 
tlemen of the army, that ſince they have recruit- 
ed for the foot in · Ireland, the regiments have been 
filled in a great proportion with Iriſh catholics. 
I do not mean to ſay, that the Iriſh catholics have 
ſupplied his majeſty's fleets and armies abundant- 
ly; but ſo abundantly, and in ſo great a propor- 
tion, that the recruiting ſervice could not well 90 
on without them. I appeal again to gentlemet 
' Who have ſeen ſervice, to their — in this 
| | | ; particular, 
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particular, and their candour; and I aftirm' that 
this part of the objection, like the other parts, has 


no foundation whatſoever. The objection- pro- 


ceeds and ſtates, that ſome 6f the proteſtants are 
nearly as criminal as the papiſts; theſe proteſtants 
are the perſons who took a part for the emanci- 


pation of Ireland, and the objection complains that 


ſome of their meaſures were paſſed into laws ;— - 
. thoſe meaſures were the emancipation of the 
country in 1782, and thoſe ill- affected men were 


the iament, that is the king, lords, and com- 


mons that paſſed thoſe acts of emancipation ;— 
the objection compares the perſons concerned 


therein to the catholic rebels before the revolu- 
tion; and at the fame time it repreſents the ca- 


tholics ſince the revolution, as well as before, as 
diſaffected: here is the diviſion under which this 


1 deſcribes his majeſty's ſubjects; all the 


catholics diſloyal, and all the proteſtants, who 


lately took part for the emancipation of Ireland, 


viz. the king, lords, and commons, diſloyal like. 


wiſe, more diſloyal than the catholics ſince the re- 
volution, and very like thoſe catholics who before 


the revolution were executed for rebellion. Thus 


the objection ends in general defamation, and fee- 


ble infatuation—a proof how bigotry will extin- 
the mind, impair its principles, 
baniſh the virtues of the citizen, and the charity 


guiſh the force of 


of the chriſtian,” ** | 

The next objection is, that the roman catholics 
now have every thing ſhort of political power, to 
which I muſt obſerve, that the objection proves 
two things, an ignorance of the nature of liberty, 
and the ſituation of the catholic—civil and politi- 
cal liberty, depend on political power, that com- 
munity that has no ſhare whatſoever, directly, or 


indirectly, in political power, has no ſecurity for 


ſts political or civil liberty; the example of the 


_ catholic: 


| * 
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his ci vil rights for this century, but the want e 
political fights, the want of right of repreſenta- 
tion; what depri ved him of the rights of educa- 
tion, of ſelf defence ? a parkament in which he 
had no effectual, though tor a time, he had a no- 
minal repreſentation. Such a parkament may 
take away his wife, it did ſo-ſucb a parliament 
may baſtardiſe his iſſue, it did ſo—luct a parlia- 


ment may enter into his domeſtic oeconomy, and 


ſet on his children to defy: the father, it did ſo 
—Wwhere then is the utility of attempting to con- 
vince the catholic that he may have in ſecurity ci- 
vil liberty, without any ſhare of political powers, 
when his preſent fituation is an experimental re- 
futation of that fallacious ſophiſtry, and a proof 
that no community can long enjoy civil Ii 
under laws that have excluded them | 
ſhare of political power; or, in other words, that 
no community have a wrong for civil liberty 
when that liberty may be taken away, by any 
body where they have no authority; but it is 
ſuppoſed, the catholics have civil liberty, certain- 
ly they have not; they have not free and unfet- 
tered, the rights of education; they have not the 
full benefit of trial by jury, for they are excluded 
trom petty juries, in ſome caſes, and from grand 
juries in almoſt all, and they have not the rights 
of ſelf defence, for they cannot carry arms; no 
man means to ſay that a licenſe to an individual 
at the arbitrary will of a privy council, to carry 
arms, is a ſubſtitute for a right of ſelf defence; 
under the law, he is ever liable to be queſtioned 
on ſuſpicion of having arms, and ſubject to an in- 
quiſition inſtituted againſt the principles .of ſelf . 
defence; he is liable to be whipped 1 he refuſes 


to make diſcovery, for the law has not expired, 
and though his diſcovery is no evidence againſt 
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catholic is a proof; what deprived the roman of 
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him, yet his refufal is whipping; it is therefore 
trifling to ſay, that a perſon ſo circumſtanced has 
even civil liberty, ſtill leſs any ſecurity for its 
continuation z but it is ſaid; he is on the ſame 
ground, as the exfranchiſed proteſtant, denied, 
utterly denied. | 8 
Proteſtants having property, or the ſymbol of 
property, can very generally vote — franchiſe, that 
is freedom of guilds or corporate towns. is 
the ſymbol of property; but the proteſtant who 
has no property, cannot complain that he has no 
vote — le is a non-proprietor, and of courſe is not 
affected by laws taking or regulating property; 
he is a paſſenger on your farm, or a gueſt in-your 
houſe, and has no pretenſions to the regulations 
thereof; but the catholic who is a proprietor may 
complain, becauſe his property is taxed and re- 
gulated without his conſent. Mr. Byrne com- 
plains, he pays to the revenue near 100, oool. an- 
nually, and has no vote. John Doe has no vote, 
but he pays nothing, there is no reſemblance, 
therefore, between the enfranchiſed proteſtant 
and disfranchiſed catholic; or, if any, the re- 
ſemblance is that between a man who is robbed, 
and a man who has nothing to be robbed of— 
the man, the profits of whoſe induſtry are taken 
without his conſent, and the man who has no. in- 
duſtry from whence profits could ariſe—the dif- 
ference between a violation of the rights of na- 


ture, and none. | | 
The catholic proprietor appears indeed to be 
on a level with the proteſtant beggar, but is not. 


The proteſtant beggar is one of the community 
of the legiſl#ion, though not a ſharer therein ; he 
is of that tribe for whoſe benefit the laws are 
made. In this country there are two codes of 
laws; one for the proteſtant ſe, another for the 
eathohe. The Jegillature has a common —_— 
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with the-one, and againſt the other. The pro- 
teſtant beggar has therefore an advantage over 
the catholic proprietor r. 
It: is objected they are not fit for freedom. The 
elective franchiſe acts directly on men, not mea- 
fures. Monteſquieu, I need not remind you, ob- 
ſerves, that the people are good judges of charac- 
ter, though not always of things. Do you think 
the roman catholics adequate to that? Ik there a 
man in the houſe who has a name, of whoſe cha- 
rater they are not fully appriſed, who has ſu 
ported, who has oppoſed certain meaſures? Th 
preſs has made every character a public ſubject ; 
our converſations are known, our 2 of 
action are very well known. As to the meaſures, 
car ve ſuppoſe the roman catholics incapable of 
judging of them ? They are not complicated; the 
meaſures of Ireland are domeſtic regulations. 
Ihe fact of their unfitneſs is not true; but if 
it were, if they are not rational enough to chooſe 
a man to ſerve in parliament, how criminal muſt 
you have been who have governed them, and un- 
der whoſe government, for ⁊ century, they have 
not acquired the power to exerciſe their rational, 
faculties. Your government (ſuppoſing the charg- 
es to be true, which I utterly deny) muſt have 
been more horrible than the worſt of tyrannies ; 
it muſt have done worſe than take away property, 
life, or limb; it muſt have brutaliſed your own 
ſpecies. But the truth is otherwiſe; they are not 
beaſts ;—you are not tyrants. I can collect from 
the charge ſome meaning, though I cannot collect 
our/conclufion ; I collect that the catholics have 
ved apart from you, and therefore you are in- 
clined to think them an inferior ſpecies; and per- 
haps, though they do not labour under a moral 
incapacity, yet from the ſeparation of ſocieties 
they have not all your advantages. What then 
5 | | ls 


. 
* 
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military profeſſion.—I have ſhewed how conſtant- 
ly'you connived at the breach of your own law ; 
the queſtion is not whether the catholic ſhall 
ſerve in the army; but ſhall ſerve in the army 
only when you want him, and he gets nothing by 
it; as a common ſoldier, getting ſixpence per day, 
it ſeems he is fafe—as an offices, getting a live- 
lihood, dangerous ;---that you ſhould monopolize 
his blood and your ewn honours and emoluments, 
it is a condition too unequal to be laſting; they _ 
are fit to be entruſted with arms we” ſay, there- 
fore they may be ſoldiers; they are not fit to be 
entruſted with arms we ſay, therefore they may not 
be officers; but the better order of catholics we 
rely on, it is the lower order we ſuſpect; there- 
fore, the better may not, and the lower order 
may be received in our army.—The extending 
this diſqualification even to a prohibition, on 
their carrying arms is another ſeverity.—ls it to 
ſay, we are afraid we have injured you too much, 
to ſuffer you to carry arms even for your own 
defence. It is a prohibition of conſcious ſeverity, 
uſeleſs, ' becauſe conſtantly broken, and meritori- 
ouſly departed from by yourſelves, who arm ca- 
tholic ſervants againſt your own laws; as you 
arm catholic ſoldiers againſt your enemies and 
againſt your law---which in this inſtance is your 
greateſt enemy? A proteſtant gentleman wants 
to go home late in the evening, that is a good. 
reaſon for arming a catholic againſt law; a ca- 
tholic farmer wants to preſerve his life and pro- 
that is no reaſon for arming him accord- 
ing to law; you uſe in this particular, the laws 
as your ſport, and the papiſts as your property; 
they may arm as your ſervants and as your mer- 
cenaries, but not as citizens; thus by our conni- 
vance as individuals, and ſeverity as legiſlators, 
are they encouraged * „ * to 
B 1 WE! ate 
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hate, them. I have thewn . that ob lays 
ibitary on carrying arms, is not obſery 
ee obſerved:; what more can the ſtate 
us, away..than the robber? unleſs the — is 
made ſomething 1 than the loſs 
and life, men will carry arms to defend bet | 
That part of your 5 which diſables. the ro- 
man catholic; from ſitting on grand juries, except, 
and ſa forth, is like, every other part, liable to 
great objections z it ſubjects three. millions to be 
taxed, without. their, conſent. by, the grand jury, 
who are already taxed. without their conſent by 
the parliament, and is. a ſecond flagrant; breach,ot 
the great. charter; ta the catholie that charter is 
a. grievance; it is light to a blind man,. You 
tax three millions, not only for the tate, but for 
every. road preſentment, robhery petition, illicit 
ſtill, the abuſe and extravagance of which grants; 
is, to you a complaint, the uſe as well as the ahuſe 
is to him A grievance. This i is a great aggraya : 
tion of, public taxes; it is a, homer felt grant, 
that . to his door the little 9 and fret · 
ful tyranny of a ſuperior, and makes him inſig · 
cant in his bong and under hit: own, 
rae, and.touc e ary nerves where 
ſk 15 but extremely, irritable: and 
him to where the partial diſtri 
Woh ie, in a al tax him without 
his Ts YER and. 15 without. his peers, where - 
he has wi gers, and his adverſary may have votet; 
and as the; oppreſfion is Bk ſo ig: the mo- 
tive, ite; . it 18-2 monopoly of jobbings you do. 
ae exclude him entirely from the petty! jury, 
Which is. a alien much more interęſſing to 
proteftant life and property, but Which js traue 
2 county dana or 3 A 
the object is monopoly fo, as uſuaſ, the pretent 
is en at exchufion which, 598: 1ppoſe: i Hoe 
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the cafe of juries, you impoſe in the 1 8 
giſtracy; and though with Te vpprefſion, with | 
as little, pretence, 3, 00, 0 of your fellow ſub- ; 
jets are to have no ſhare whatſoever in the exe- f 
cution of the law no more than they Have in the 
formation of it Over the whole extent of your 
country, and of 4,000,000'0f people, 'you exclude 
3,00, 00 from the function of enforcing obedi- 
ence to the law, as you have taken care that liber. 
ty, ſo. have you taken care that law ſhall have no 
very general extenſion in your iſland. You have 
here, us uſual, puniſhed the proteſtant, the better 
to diſable the influence of the Fabi! and no pro—- 
teſtant married to a papiſt can be a juſtice of peace. 
Ahave heard your reaſons, a catholic ſhould not 
be a magiſtrate in Ireland, becauſe the laws con- 
tains a code, which is ägainſt him; that is the 
law his enemy, and yet we talk of the lawleſſneſs 
of the common Peoples juſt as we talk of the 
bleſſings of our molt excellent conſtitution, ex- 
cdluding them from any ſhare in the law, br any 
participation in the conſtitution, what makes the 
ſubject love the law not the hangman? pains and 
penalties may be the objects of terror, but not of 
affection; he loves the law becauſe he has a ſhare 
in the formation and execution of it; the men 
who are reconciled to taxes, are theſe who vote, 
and the men who are reconciled to penalties are 
thoſe who enact them, and the men who are 
friends to a rigid execution of a law, is the com- 
munity that furniſhes juries to find bills. Judges 
to ſentence, and magiſtrates to execute: the re- 
lation in Which the proteſtant ſtands, makes him 
a party to the laws, the relations in which the ca- 
tholic ſtands, make him objects of the law ; not 
party; he is not a party to the law, and the law 
a party againſt him, therefore the laws may be 
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then is their ſituation, and this ſituation explains 
the liberality of thoſe who ſay, they offer them 
every thing except the privilege, of becoming part 
of the ſtate; - every thing; except a part of the elec- 
toral community; every thing, except a part of 
the legiſlative community; every thing, except a 
part of the judicial community; every thing, ex- 
cept a part of the corporative community; every 
- thing, except a part of the executive community 
—that is a ſpecies of excommunity, with pri vi- 
leges to acquire property for you to tax without 
their conſent. Thus are the catholics by the pre- 
ſent code excluded from an intereſt in your laws, 
they are alſo excluded from communication with 
your perſons; the ſociety of marriage puniſhed; 
the ſociety of education forbidden; the ſociety 
of civil employment forbidden; the ſociety of 
military employment forbidden; the ſociety of 
parliament forbidden; the ſociety of election 
forbidden; tlie ſociety of grand jury forbidden; 
the ſociety of magiſtracy forbidden; there is no 
ſubject of public care, in which they can aſſociate 
with the proteſtant without breach of law, no 
ſubject of converſation, except foreign politics, 
foreign changes, and foreign revolutions -- 
We have declared, we hope to become one peo- 
plwGe, how by theſe lines of circumvallation, eraſ- 
ing the natural geography of your country, and 
ſetting up parallels and circles of folly and ſuper- 
ſtition, from the marriage bed to the cradle, from 
the cradle to college, and from college to the grave, 
are two nations that cannot by any public intereſt 
or buſineſs, or by any general call, ſave that of 
death, be brought together. There have been 
three policies obſerved with reſpect to the catho- 
lics, the firſt was that of Cromwell —extermina- 

tion by operation of the ford; the ſecond was 
chat of Anne, extermination by operation of the 
| aws; 
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LAWS; and the third was your's, which allowed 


them a qualified exiſtence. Tho? the two former 


were cruel, yet both were conſiſtent They both 


conſidered papiſts as criminals, and exerciſed over 


them the right of conqueſt—They conſidered the 


| Catholics as a body who were neither to have the 


wer, nor y, nor any public exiſtence in 
— — I laws of Ireland prevented 
them from acquiring property in land, and the 
uſurpations of England prevented either them or 
the proteſtants from acquiring any conſiderable 
property by commerce. But the third policy, 
much milder than either, is more extravagant 
than both — your policy. You allow them ſchools, 
ſeminaries, and colleges, but diſtinct from our 
own, and without funds—marriage, but marri- 


age attended with pains and penalties; a free trade 
without franchiſe, and land without a vote. Let 


us diſcuſs how far this policy is conſiſtent with 


the intereſt of the conſtitution, the king, or the 


Britiſh-empire. I will ſuppoſe under your laws 
the catholics purchaſe conſiderable tracts of land 
The lands ſo purchaſed is unrepreſented. Juſt as 
the wealth of your country grows, the extent of 


your conſtitution contracts. I will ſuppoſe theſe 
men become a great commercial body; a great 


rtion of commercial intereſt, as well as the 
{apy is unrepreſented, and your conſtitution 
ſill more contracted: what a portion of the 
ſtrength of the country, muſt, in that event, be 


taxed, without the conſent of its owners.—Your 


conſtitution will be no longer a repreſentation, 
either of property or population, ſo that the Bri 
tiſh conſtitution will be-worked out of the iſland 
by operation of law. Who will anſwer. for the 
patience of that ſtrength, compounded of a great 
portion of wealth, as well as of numbers? Who 


pill anſwer for the ſatisfaction of thoſe proprie- 


* tors? 
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tors? It is no life but the condition of living; the 
ſlave is not ſo likely to complain of the want df 


property, as the proprietor, of the want of pri- 

ilege. The human mind is progreflive'; the child 
does not look back to the parent that 8 
being, nor the legiſlator to the people tlrat gave 
him the power of acquiſition, but both look for- 
ward; the one to provide for che comforts of life 
and the other to obtain all: the privileges uf pro- 

i | 


Your 
ories, have given thoſe aſpiring thoughts, and let 
in that train of ideas which may hereafter greatly 
ſerve, or marvelouſly diſtract your country you 
have already given to their minds the firſt princi- 
ples of motion, and the laws of motion now muſt 
direct the machine. 23-8 * he 

The germ on the foul, like che child in the 
womb, or the ſeed in the earth, fwell in their 


ſtated time to their deſtined proportions, by vir. 


tue of their laws, which we neither make nor 
controul. - Talk not in fuch cates of gratitude, 
rely on that gratitude which is founded on inte- 


reft ; ſuch gratitude as governed yourſelves from 


1691, when you ſecured your property, to 1779, 
when you demanded your trade, and 82, when 
you demanded your liberty, from a colony look- 
ing only to property, to a people looking to a free 
form of government—from —— joining with 
the mother country againſt the catholics, to a 
nation joining with the catholics to exact of the 
mother country trade and freedom. Do I con- 
demn you, ſuch is the progreſs of nation, ſuch the 
nature of man, and ſuch his gratitude. Let me 
now conſider how far this policy is conſiſtent with 
the intereſt of his majeſty; it has been (aid, that 


under a proteſtant monarch, the catholic dught 


never have the elective franchiſe; thus gentlemen 
a ks * 7 ** have 


rfect grants and comprehenſive the- 
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have attempted to annex the curſe of catholic 
ſlavery to the on of the king. They have 
gone a ſteꝑ farther, and have ſuppoſed the coro- 
nation oath. goes againſt the preſent claims of the 
catholics, and have thus repreſented the king as 
ſworn againſt the liberties of his people; they 
have done this, on a ſurmiſe, the ſtatement of 
which would excite our ſcorn, if its conſequence 
did not produce our apprehenſions, that men be- 
lieving in the real preſence cannot be well affected 
to the houſe of Hanover; they have urged this, 
when the Pretender was extinct, when the power 
the Pope was extinct, and when the ſting of 
catholic. faith was drawn; they have done this 
When a new enthuſiaſm had gone forth in the 
place oſ region, much more adverſe: to kin 
than popery, and infinitely more prevailing— the 
9 At ſuch a time, they have 
oſen to make the catholics outcaſts of a proteſ- 
tant monarchy, and leave them no option but a 
republic ; ſuck a policy and ſuch argument, tend 
make Iriſh catholics French republicans; they 
aid the cauſe: of proſelytiſm againſt the cauſe of 
kings; they would drive the roman catholics 
from the huſtings, vrhere they might vote with- 
out: danger, and would: ſend them to plant the 
tree of liberty on their own hills, where treaſon, 
foreign and:. domeſtic, may intrigue in a body 
kept! vacant for all the floating poiſon of the 
times to catch and propagate—a-ſchool for the 
diſcontents of both countries and the foreign 
emiffaries, who need not bring any other mani- 
| feſto than your on code and your own reſolu - 
| 
Hdiffer- much from thoſe who ſay that the ro- 
man: catholic: cannot, under a proteſtant king, en- 
joy the franchiſes, of the conſtitution; I 
ſay directly the reverſe, that under no govern-- 
| wes ment 
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ment can the franchiſes of the conſtitution be 
communicated fo effectually, and fecured ſo per- 
manently to all his majeſty's ſubjects, as under 
our preſent monarchial government. . 'The time 
is come when every layal ſubject ſhould be free, 
and every free ſubject loyal; it is true, the ro- 
man catholics wilt now be your. fellow ſubjects, 
but not your ſubjects; they will be ſubjedts of 
the king, and not the flaves of fubjects, who ſtood 
with regard to them, in the place of kings. Do 
you lament the change? I congratulate you up- 
on it ;---the Baſha will not command the cringe 
of the peaſant's knee, but the king will command 
the ftrength of it. You appropriate this great 
body of men to the throne; you put the ſtamp 
of the king upon them, and ſerve the crown more 
by far than when you vore for his miniſter. Let 
me conſider this policy in its relation to the Brit- 
ih empire. Britain, you know, governs you no 
longer; it is not your religious arrangement that 
intereſts her, but your phyfical ſtrength. You do 
not mean to ſay that the catholics cannot be faith- 
ful in their connexion with great Britain. I ap- 
peal to thoſe officers who ſerved with them in the 
laſt war; — their religion ſurely cannot now make 
them adverſe ; the roman catholic religion re- 
ſembles much more the church of England than 
the church of France; their diſſent cannot make 
them adverſe.— Vou ſay the catholics are not as 
well diſpoſed as the proteſtants, becauſe they are 
not deſcended from the Engliſh ; many of them 
are; but nations have neither a parent's.nor 2 
child's affection; like the eagle they diſmiſs their 
young and know them no longer. I know not 
whether the roman catholics are as well diſpoſed 
to great Britain as the proteſtants are; but I am 
ſure they are at leaſt as well diſpoſed as the pro- 
teſtant's would be, if they were deprived of —_ | 
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is the evil? The ſeparation.— What the cauſe ? 


The laws.—What is the remedy? The repeal of 
the ams. 


The objections at laſt take the turn of ſelf de- 


fence, and urge, that if you give the elective 
franchiſe, you give away the power. No, you 


gain it; for at preſent you have it not—the event 


will be the reverſe of your apprehenſion. The 
proteſtant would not give away the elective fran- 
chiſe, he would get it. The proteſtant indivi- 
dual is now a monopoliſt a inſt a proteſtant peo- 
ple. The oligarchy, with the crown, has the bo- 
rough the ariſtocracy has a great portion of the 


counties. This they call a-proteſtant aſcendancy, 


but this is a monopoly againſt a proteſtant peo- 
ple. Some of the — have underſtood it 


nightly ;—they have ſeen what the eſſence of the 
elective franchiſe is in its extent; that confined, it 


is the trade of the individual; in order to take it 
back from the individual and reſtore it to the 
proteſtant people, it is neceſſary to multiply the 
electors, for even men in numbers cannot become 

; the borough may; the borough pa- 
trons, of whatever religion, will be an ariſtocracy-- 
the electors, of whatever religion, will be a peo- 


ple. On elections there are three parties—the ' 


miniſter, the ariſtocracy, and the people. You 


have thrown out of the ſcale of the latter great 


portion of your own weight, and therefore you 
are light ; reſtore that portion to the ſcale of the 
people, and you will recover that gravity : the 
effect therefore of this participation will be to re- 


Tity. . As an example 0 weakneſs, the whole 
power of the elective franchiſe has not created, in 
the proteſtant body, a proteſtant aſcendancy ; 
far from it the proteſtant electors have not been 
able to carry a ſingle Po for theſe laſt ten years, 

; gs = nl nor 


ſtore to the proteſtant 12 their elective autho- 
your 
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nor any point for theſe laſt twenty years, except 


in 1779 and 1782, when there was other ſtrength 
to aſſiſt your. cauſe, and with it the cordial and 


active ſupport of the catholic community; as the 
church of England's electors have acquir'd ſtrength. 
by communicating the franchiſe to the preſpyte- 


rians, ſo proteſtants and preſbyterians - acquire 
force by communicating. the franchiſe to the ca- 
tholics—and, on the-ſame principle on which the 
proteſtant electors exclude the catholics, ſo ſhould 


that part of them which is called the church of 


England exclude the preſbyterians; the parlia- 


ment and its electors would then preſerve what 
they now depart from—unity of religion, and 


deſtroy. unity of intereſt. In a few words, this 
objection ſays, that in order to preſerve the pow- 
er of a proteſtant people, we ſhould take precau- 
tion, that we may be-no people at all. This ob- 


jection is entirely blind to the preſent progreſs of 


things, and does not ſee that the tendency of it is 


not to deifm moſt undoubtedly, it is to popery. 


This objection gives no credit to the operation of 
aſſociation on the repeal of the penal code; it al- 
lows nothing for the growth of liberal opinion; it 


does not conceive the poſſibility of a political con- 


formity; it cannot conceive one political attach- 
ment in a ſociety, whoſe members, as is the caſe of 
every ſociety, entertain their different notions on 
{ubjects of religion. The objection on the whole, 
is founded on this ꝓoſition, that two ſects will re- 


tain the animoſity of the provocation after the 


- 


provocation is removed. The objection es far- 
ther; it ſays, that if the catholics get the fran- 
chiſe, they will, at length, get ſtch power in the 
houſe of commons, as to repeal the act of ſettle- 


ment, reverſe the outlawries, and ſubvert the 
proteſtant church. With regard to the firſt, there 
would be a difficulty, ſomewhat approaching to 
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an impoſſibility, for if thoſe qutlawries were ſet - 
aſide, and the act repealed, the eſtates would re- 
main exactly where they-are. The title being 
now, by time, another operation would be necei- 
ſary; the parliament ſhould attaint every preſent 
proprietor ; but that would not do; a further 
operation is negeſſary: the parliament ſhould find 

but the lawful heir of the old proprietors, which, 
I apprehend, would be impoſſible; but, excluſive 
of the impoſſibility of the event, I will endeavour 
to give the imaginary fears of gentlemen other 
reaſons:— Before the catholics could have power 
to repeal the act of ſettlement and reverſe the 
outlawries, they muſt be the parliament, | and be- 
fore they become the parliament they muſt be 
the landed proprietors of the kingdom; in that 

event, it is impoſſible to ſay what they will do; 
but it is obvious to ſay what they will not do; 
they will not change the ſtate of landed property. 
In further anſwer it is almoſt unneceſlary to re- 
peat that there are no catholics now making 
claim; that the catholics have ſolemnly renounc- 
ed it; that they deſire you to propound your own 
terms of renunciation; that the number who 

could trace a claim is next to nothing; and that 

the number of catholics intereſted in the preſent ' 
ſtate of landed property, by mortgage, purchaſe, 
and otherwiſe, is the majority of the principal 
members of their community ; but though it is 
unneceſſary to urge this now, yet there is another 
thing which cannot be too ſtrongly impreſſed on 
you, that is the preſent ſtate of catholic depreſ- 
Hon. „ 
Proteſtant property is very much in danger.— 
Witneſs the funds, whoſe fall is a proof how 
much you are one intereſt, and what a portion 
of that intereſt is the catholics. Do you tremble 
at a viſionary claim ;—and are you inſenſible and 
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ſtupid to an exiſting diminution of your property, 
—_ or bony, The ſecond objection is, that 
the church eſtabliſhment will be ſubverted. I ſee 
no reaſon why the church ſhould be more in 
danger from the catholics than from the preſbys 
terians, who, in Ireland, are the majority of the 
proteſtants. If the church is in danger, it is from 
the times, not from the catholics; and I know 
of nothing ſo likely to enereaſe that danger as an 
oppoſition on the part of the ch to the liberty 
of three parts of the iſland. To inſiſt on a ſyſtem 
of taxation, without repreſentation, in order to 
ſecure a ſyſtem of tithe, without conſolation, 
would be to hazard both; but to ſhake the latter 
in a time of ſome ſpeculation on the ſubject of 
church emoluments, the beſt policy is to make 
thoſe emoluments reconcileable to other intereſts 
ee, hu ret we 3 
I have, confidered the objections to catholic 
freedom. I will now conſider _ code of catho- 
lic depreſſion. I will begin with the beginning, 
aud — — you ſhould have begun; dew gui 
tion. Reſpecting. this part of the ſubject, your 
reſent laws are criminal on three grounds, they 
refuſe a degree to the catholic in the univerſity, 
and eſtabliſhing a ſeparation at the time in which 
friendſhi ſympathies are formed, ordain 2 
ſpecies of anti- fraternity by act of parliament, ex- 
cluding him from the right of education in your 
univerlity, they exclude him from the right of 
endowing an univerſity for educating himſelf—— 
that is, they impoſe ignorance by act of parlia- 
ment, unleſs where they enſure a third miſchief, 
foreign education; from this original error the 
_ en e to more. "3 n 
They have permitted intermarriage as politic; 
they have made but ſubject to the hi re 
not only as impolitic, but as criminal ;) that af: 
. ſociation, 


0 
1 
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ſociation, which is the parent of every other, and 
leads directly to maſs and mingle into one people: 
they have puniſhed and deterred by diſqualifica: 


tion. Thus they have ordained ſeparation on pro- 


pagation, and have gone to the origin of things; 
to. ſow che ſeed chief there. They have os 
tempted to make two molds for the human ſpe- 


cies, tranſmitting to poſterity oppoſite character- 
iſties of i weakneſs, and inveterate and 
malignant folly. They heve introduced into the 


religion of the chriſtians the tyranny which diſ- 
owns the Gentoos, and which they alſo call re- 

gion; they have cut and carved the human ſpe- 
cies into diſtin& caſts of perpetual incommunica- 
tion, ſtopping the circulation of the human blood, 
in order to preſerve his pride, his folly, and his 


imbecility. Did you find that nature ſuggeſted a 


hint to your laws, by ſtopping the pregnant con- 
ſequences of ſuch intermarriages, or by muling 


the iſſue of the firſt _ 1 would allow that : 


the coaſent of the mother and father, in one pre- 


ciſe organization of faith, was eſſential to human 
propagation. ' But here the honeſty of nature de- 


rides the madneſs of the ſtatute, and the wiſdom 
of your inſtinct corrects the folly of law. You 
have made a ſeparation between the ſets in an 
inſtance, when an intercourſe was rendered neceſ- 


„not only by yeur real intereſt, but your idle 


. fears;---becaulſe that marriage which you deterred, 

confounds thoſe claims which you. effe& to trem- 

ble at, and blends catholic pretentions with pro- 

teſtant titles, while it makes catholic numbers ad- 

miniſter to proteſtant 8 and phyſically 
1 


and N would, if your ſtate of mind admitt- 
ed of benefit, do you ſervice. Your late act ſeemed 


ſenſible of this, and therefore permitted the mar- 


riage, but permitted it under the My of diſqua- = 


e act, and 


puniſhes 


* 
5 
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lification; that is, the law author ſes 
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uniſhes it. The law has a glimmering ſenſe of 
its own folly, and goes a little way, juſt as in caſes 
where the mind has a ſenſe of what 1s wrong, 
without a love of what is right. —Your law eſta- 
bliſhes the principle of intermarriages, and then 
impeaches its own principle; it at once autho- 
rized and diſcredited; and to complete the folly 
of the act, the puniſhment you inflict, is to fall 
excluſively on thoſe of your own perſuaſion. The 
roman catholic huſband is not puniſhed for the 
intermarriage with a proteſtant, but the proteſtant 
huſband is diſqualified for the intermarriage with 
a papiſt. If aÞroteſtant adds catholic claim and 
catholic property to the proteſtant community, 
he loſes the rank of a citizen, and the community 
of which he is a member loſes alſo a portion of 
its conſtitutional ſtrength; and the number of 
proteſtant electors, of whoſe paucity yon com- 
plain, is rendered till leſs, by doing an act which 
vou A ect to encourage. Thus, in every ſtep of the 
progreſs, you yourſelves are puniſhed ; you are 
puniſhed' as individuals, by diſqualification, and 
as a free community, by diminution.— In order to 
palliate your own disfranchiſement to your own 
people, you are obliged to depreciate the value of 
tranchiſe ; in order to reconcile your permiſſion 
to your penalty, and your penalty to your per- 
miſſion, you are obliged to aggravate the condi- 
tion of intermarriage which you permit, and to 
depreciate the condition of freedom, which you 
affect to hold ineſtimable. Such unhappy effects 
are the reſult of an unaſcertained and ill- aſſured 
mind in the legiſlature that deviſes the law. 
Struggling with reaſon, and compromiſing with 
folly, it makes the law a monſter—a permiſſion 
with prohibition. Your law ſays—remove this 
inhuman and impolitic ſeparation ; unite, inter- 
marry; the law adds, if you do, I will drive you 
| | | out 
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out of the peal of the conſtitution. The motive 
to all theſe inconſiſtencies is as inconſiſtent and 
weak as the inconſiſtencies themſelves. _ 

We lay it down as a maxim of government, 
that the theology of the wife as well as the huſ- 
band, is a ſubject of penal law, moral depravity 
is out of the. queſtion : her theology is what the 
ſtate inveſtigates, and yet ſhe may be a pagan as 
well as a profligate, but ſhe muſt not be chriſtian 
of the catholic communion ; ſhe may worſhip 
Jove, or Venus, or Mahomet—but Chriſt ! if 
the worſhips him according to the catholic ritual, 
by that ſhe is ſuppoſed to entertain-principles hoſ- 
tile to the ſtate, and to poiſon- what? the pu- 
rity of her huſband's politics in matters of elec- 
tions, and Jeſt he ſhould vote for an improper 
proteſtant, we ſtrive, by the law, to make him a 
papiſt—for we. take. away from him. one great 
motive for continuing, a proteſtant—the right. of 
citizenſhip. We ſend him from the of 
the. franchiſed proteſtant, and, of, cali 
him into that of the papiſt. Conceig 


' perſecution, and fo regulates that art, as to refuſe 
any degree of profeſſorſhip therein to 3-fourths 
of the community. This is a combination againſt 
the fick, proteſtant as well as papiſt. How would 
you have exclaimed if any one had combined 
againſt, your luxury, as you yourſelves have com- 
bined. againſt your health, and had Taid that no 
man ſhould have a licenſe to exerciſe the art of a 
cook, unleſs a proteſtant? Suppoſe you had ſaid 
no Engliſhman ſhall have a licenſe, no Scotch- 
man ſhall have a licenſe, there are ſome who 
- would not live to refuſe unto their own country- 
men the ſame privilege ; if a man's life it attack- 
ed by a robber, the law has not ſaid, let no may 
| : | | ve: 
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ſave him but a proteſtant; but the law does fay 
if a man's life be attacked by diſeaſe, we autho- 
riſe no man to ſave him but a tant ;—thit 
is, we refuſe to.three-fourths.of our countrymea - 

à licenſe to adminiſter to the health of one ano- 
ther; now the chance of medical ability is ac- 
cording (in the wr N. to the number. of per- 
ſons who may furniſh practitioners; by your re- 
ſtriction, that chance you decreaſe, and in the 
fame proportion encreaſe the chances of mortali- 
ty—and this depredation on your healths you 
commit on yourſelves in the name of religion ; 
you diminiſh the foundations of your ang and 
you attack the ſources of yout exiſtence, the bet-' 
ter to promote your power and aſcendancy. 

I know I ſhall be told that they ice in Ire- 
land; there are inſtances, I allow, but it is under 
a licenſe got in other countries; you have not 
prevented the practice under theſe reſtrictions, 
betauſe that was too ſtrong for your humanity ; 
not given the licenſe, becauſe that was too'ftron 
for your prejudices; you of courſe have annex- 
ed to catholic practitioners a clauſe of foreign 
education; you certainly do tolerate their prac- 
tice, but under circumftances that amount to an 
entire diſcouragement, if not intoleration :—no 
licenſe to practice; of the five no one profeſſor- 
mip; of all the places in hoſpitals, ſo neceſſary 
for experimental knowledge not one; — theſe 
chairs are made ſo many jobs for proteſtant prac- 
titioners. E 
If doctor Purcel faves the lives of his majeſty's 
proteſtant ſubjects it is not our fault, we have 
iven ſuch ſort of men no ſort of e nt in 
ſuch practices; we allowed him no pro ip, 
gave no licenſe, no countenance; let him and his 
1 pay their vows to ſome other country. 
J have already dwelt upon the importance of the 
ade military 
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and political pon, Ty If you doubt their diſ- 
n; do you them better. Lou ate 
to preferve to great Britafn the phyſical 
force of t bee of ki? il Og bat - 
you can e de a relig ee pe, 
not the pretender, but on tion, Golch 
 argyes that the franch & 90 ic is incom- 
ible with Bair connexion; and of courſe 
teaches the cathofic' to arg pve thr the Brit con- 
nexion' is incompztible e ca olic liberty.— 
Thus yon would ain of lie re- 
fouxtes,” in tecrititing arm re navy, but you 
will fupply their place; how? One million, af. 
ter filling 5 places in church and ſtate, will 
ſpare the of their numbers. Tou wil 
borrow: from 9 loom, and ſent the weaver of 
the North into the Tatlks.—Rut this is 2 partial 
ſtatement for you, inftead of affording one mil- 
Hon to great Britain, you muſt borrow men from 
eat Britain to defend and n = 
Calls then tht in pert 8 to disfrdaichifs 
the cathohe,' ake him athveſe, three ek 


Hons are to be put into the other al, which 
would den ene oF Bi millions, that is near- 
ly, one half of the whole empire. Tt follows from 
this, that your py is pre Jadicial to the Britiſh 
empire, as well as ro the rhrone. 
have conſidered your fituation and JT ar. 

Faments.—A ſituation of extraordinary oy por 

Argtints of extraordinary: weakiiels, mono- 

'oly,- of panic, of prejudice, of any. thing but re. 
ion; arguments which like che fabric th 
would fuſtain, cannot bear the probf of any tri 
nor the princip les of morality, not thoſe of reti- 
Non, nor thoſe of policy, nor thoſe of conſtitu- 
tion; neither the touch of time nor the Revo 
tions of mankind ;.. their tendency is to make 
freedom A tc which 3 is "UK an endeavour 
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tendency is, to make Gop a monopoly. have 
5 of monopolies of ſalt, monopolies of rice, 
. monopolies of, corn, but here is a monopoly of 
the AL Miche, and yet the perſons: who ule theſe 
arguments are men of talents. Compare, com- 


del madneſs ko rangely perplexed in the inte 
lectual function, one ſhauld 
ten the intellect ot the country, as well as her 
fortunes, with ſome diſtinguiſhed imbecility ; ſup- 
poſe a will impeached for inſanity, and it appear- 
ed in evidence that the teſtator had in his capaci- 


from one half of his battalion, becauſe they be- 
lieved in the reah preſence, or When fick, had re- 
fuled to take a ſpecific from Dr, Furcel, declar- 
ing be Had confidence in his me- icing, but had 


Syn ſon becauſe his ſon's wife did not underſtand 
Fheglogy,.. or had fell on her knees to. return 
/thanks to Gop for his univerſal bleſſings, and 
then had riſen up, and dealt out imprecations on 

three-fourths of the people about him; or pra- 

claimed that as long as a proteſtant prince was on 

the throne, three-fourths of his ſubjects be diſ- 
_ franchiſed. Would not the evidehce which is no- 
thing more than a. compound of your piety and 
Four policy, if applied to the caſe of an individu- 


find a verdict of inſanitß ? vi nas 8 
I have read of a republic, where the whole bu- 
fine(s of life was neglected, to give place to ma- 
thematical inveſtigation. I can ſuppoſe a more 
extraordinary ftate, where the law excluded from 
ſerving the, public, three-fourths of the people; 
unleſs they wauld give a + theolagicat opinion 
touching an abſtract point of divinity, and verify 


* that 


\ 


de make the air and the light a monopely ; heir 


pound, abſtract, but in. Ya inſtance, the ſtring of 
N. tn 
auld. think Gop had ſmit- 


| on a general officer had taken powder and ball 


no faith, in his facrament, or had diſinherited his 


al, compell twelve honeſt men, on their oaths, to 
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that cruel republic, excluding ſo many 
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that opinion on oath. I have heard of Athens, 
| | y ofher own- 
children from the rights of citizenſhip; but the 
only had the wiſdom of Socrates, the light of 
Plato ;-----ſhe had not, like you, revelation, to 
inſtru her; befides' ſhe had not 'preſs——ſhe 


had not the benefits of your leſſon. What leſſon 


that to a people it was not life; but the condi- 


tion of living, and to be bound without your 


own conſent, was to be a ſlave; and therefore 
you were not ſatisſied in 1782 with the free 


exerciſe of your religion. However I do not 
rely on your private productions. What are 


your public tracts, your repeated addreſſes to the 


king, the Speaker's annual ſpeech to the throne, - 
what are they while the e code remains, but 


ſo many dangerous and inflammatory publica- 
tions, felicitating the proteſtants on the bleſſings of 
that conſtitution from hence three- fourths are 
excluded, but above all that inſtrument, infinite- 
ly more incendiary than all Mr. Paine has writ- 


ten, that inſtrument which you annually vote; 


what is it now? A challenge to diſcontent. 1 
mean a money bill, wherein you diſpoſe of the 
money of 43,000,000 of the people without their 
conſent. You do not ſtir, nor vote, nor ſpeak, 
without ſuggeſting to the catholics ſome motive 
either in provocation of your bleſſings or the poi- 
ſon of your free principles; ſome motive, I ſay, 
which is fatal to that ſtate of quietiſm, wherein, 


during this age of diſcuſſion, you muſt enlay your 
people in order to give your government the 


chance of repoſe. Gp K 
You are ſtruggling with difficulties you im- 

agine; you are miſtaken; you are ſtruggling with 

impoſfſibilities. - To enchain the mind to caſe in 


regen, 
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| Fog much leſs parliament, can be retentive of 


oſe fires kindled by yourſelves in the breaſts of 
your fellow: r I. would have you at 
this time diſtruit that religious vanity which 


tells you that theſe men are not fit for free: 


dom; they have anſwered that vanity in a ſtrain 
of oratory peculiar to the oppreſſed; it is the 
error of ſects to value themſelves more upon their 
differences, than their religion, and in theſe dif- 
ferences in which they forget the principles of 
their religions they imagine they have diſcoyered 
the myſtery. of their ſalvation; and to this ſup- 
prefled diſcovery they have offered human facri. 
fices ; what human ſacrifices have we offered, the 
deareſt, the hberties of gur fellow ſubjects; dif- 
traſt again that fallacious policy which tells your 
power is advanced by their bondage; it is not 
your power but your puniſhment; it is liberty 


without energy, you know it; it preſents with a 


monopoly, and the monopoly of others, not your 
own;—it preſents you wich the image of a monſter 
in a tate when the heart gives, no circulation, and 


the limbs receive no life; —a nominal repreſen- 


tative, and a nominal people call not this your 


misfortune, it is your ſentence, it is your execu - 


tion. Never conld the law of nature ſuffer one 
ſet of men to take away the liberty of another, 
and that of a numerous part of their people, with- 
out feeling a diminution of their own. ſtrength 
and freedom; but, in making laws on the ſub- 
Jett of religion, we forget mankind. until their 


con diſtraction admoniſhes, ſtateſmen, of two 


truths, the one that there is a God, the other 
that there is a people ; never was it permitted to 
any nation, they may perplex their underſtand-- 
ing with various apologies, but never long was it 
permitted to exclude from eſſential, from what 
they themſelves have pronounced eflential bleſs- 
„ it 2 . ings; 
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ings; a great portion of themſelves for periods 
of time, and for no reaſon, or what is worſe, for 


ſuch reaſon as you have advanced. Conquerors, 
or tyrants proceeding from coNQUZRORs, have 
ſcarcely ever for any length of time 8 by 


thoſe partial diſabilities, but a people 


o to govern 


itſelf 'or rather under the name of government, 


ſo to exclude one another, the induſtrious, the 
opulent, the uſeful, that part that feeds you, with 


its induſtry, and ſupplies you with its taxes, 
weaves that you may wear, and ploughs that 


you may eat; to exclude a body ſo uſeful, ſo nu- 


merous, and that for ever and in the mean time 
to tax them Ap L1BviTUM, and occaſionally to 


pledge their lives and fortunes ! For what? For 


their disfranchiſement. It cannot be done, con- 


tinue it, and you expect from your laws what it 
were blaſphemy to aſk of your Maker. Such a 
zolicy always turns on the inventor, and bruiſes 
him under the ſtroke of the ſcepter or the ſword 


or ſinks him under the accumulation of debt and - 
loſs of dominion. Need I go to inftances? What 


was the caſe of Ireland, enſlaved for a century, 
and withered and blaſted with her proteſtant aſ- 


cendancy, like a ſhattered oak, ſeethed on its hill 


by the fires of its own intolerance. What loſt 
England America, but ſuch a policy? an attempt 


to bind men by a parliament wherein, they are 


not repreſented, ſuch an attempt as ſome would 


now continue to practiſe on the catholics, and in- 
volve England. What was it ſaved. England to 


Ireland, but the contrary policy? J haye ſeen 


| their principles of liberty very far by yourſelves: 
l have heard addreſſes from counties and cities 


here, on the ſubject of the 1 to Mr. Wilber- 
force, thanking him for his 


- diſtrefled people; has your pity traverſed leaghes 
of ſea to fit-down by the black boy on the ge? 
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of Guinea—and have yon Forgot the man at 

home by your ſide, your brother? Come then, 

and by one great act cancel this code, and pre- 

pare your mind for that bright order of time 
/ which now ſeems to touch your condition; but 

I have tired you—-ſuffer me to fit down, and 

thank you for your patient attention. 

After Mr. Grattan had done Pn. a few: 
words were alternately ſpoken by the doQors 
Brown and Duigenan and Mr. Seerelary Hobart ; 
the queſtion was carried in the affirmative with 
only one negative, and the bill committed for - 


e with three negatives. | 


. * A ny aint 3 
' Monpay, February 25. 

Mr. Graydon having expreſſed his 8 
of the principle of putting proteſtant and catholic 
on an equal footing, in reſpect of the elective fran- 
chiſe, and ſtating he ul conſequences of admittin 
ſo large a number of electors as the bill would in- 
troduce, if freeholds of 40s. ſhould de ſuffered to - 
confer a vote, moved, f 

„ That the committee of the whole houſe, to 
Wen the catholic bill is referred, ſhould. be em- 
powered to receiye a Clauſe to limit the value of 
frecholds entitling to vote it county elections, 
3 prejudice to the right of freeholders now . 
iſtered. “ | 
on. D. Browne ſaid that the lion, genleman 
had a few moments before the ſpeaker took the 
chair ſtated the matter to him of the motion he 
had now brought forward: that the queſtion whe- 
ther there ſhould be equality of franchiſe between 
catholic and proteſtant he had no doubt af at all 
—there ſhould be none. Whether freeholders of | 
1 315,00 Would vote from freeholds of 408. 
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was a queſtion of great delicacy and moment; it 
was however a ſubject for an election bill, and 
not for the bill about to be committed. He en- 
treated. of his hon. friend to withdraw it for the 
preſent, it might tend to embarraſs the prefent 
queſtion, the immediate paſſing of which into a law 
was a meaſure of juſtice and poli ß 
He ſaid, he was not ſure that he would be ſtrict- 
ly in order in ſpeaking juſt then to the principle of 
55 bill introduced by the right hon. gentleman, 
but in order to avoid troubling the committee on 
2 ſubject he had ſo often given his opinion, as 
the catholic claims on, he would now ſtate his opi- 
nion of it as ſhortly as he could. He agreed with 


the right hon. gent. on the floor, that it was aſub- 


ſtantial meaſure, full of benc fits to the roman ca- 
tholics, and for which they ought to be highly 
obliged. The advantages it gave were material 
the yy: hog: few ;—the great fault of the bill 
. was; that the deprivations were on the face of it, 
and the benefits in the back ground. The bill 
gave an unlimited right of voting at elections. As 

to the proteſtant, the revenue through all its va- 
rious branches, the ordnance, the treaſury, the of- 
fices of the law courts, with few cxceptions; the ar- 
my and the navy, were to follow by an Engliſh law 
through their different details ; . the poſt-office, ma- 
giſtrates in counties, right of juries as to proteſt- 
ants. . The offices catholics were capable of hold- 
ing by the bill were two thouſand ; thoſe they 
were ſtill reſtricted from not one hundred and fifty. 
The ſenfe of the meaſure was apparent from 
the debate of laſt night—it was ſtrongly ſupported 
and little refiſted—ſo much ſo as to leave to the 
friends of the meaſure à ſtrong hope that it would 
be an unanimous meaſure of parliament. If the 
right hon, 25 had waited till the fears and pre- 
judices of the countryw ere at an end, there was 
N | ne 


. 


k6 dont that he might have gone —— but lie 


feared if he waited till that period, the eatholics 
would have waited for ſome time, ell they got 


what this bill gives. 
The hon. and learned gene ee ech chr be 


could not carry a further meaſure now in the com- 


mons; that if he did, it would abſolutely overturn 
It in the lords ; that- embarraſſing or TOE 


r bill, was highly injurious; that he 
him to let it paſs in its preſent 
forward his meaſure at another time ; ——— 


i the hon. member perſiſted in bringing forward ü 


an abſtract queſtion, whether any religions o 


ſhould preclude any man that ſituation in life, that 


his fortune, his rank, or his character entitled him 


to? He had but one anſwer to give that it ſhould 


not; at-the fame 'time, he was convinced, that 


queſtion was put at a time that its diſcuſſion could ; 


be of no ſervice. 
Hobart gave no opinion as to the abſtract 


— of che clauſe or not; but he thought it 
ighly improper to be introduced into the I, the 
object of which was, to grant the elective franchiſe 


to the catholics, and not dy mers to disfran- 2 


chiſe any proteſtant. 
Mr. — of Killimoon} ſaid; he v, reſiſt 
the principle of the clauſe not only now, but at all 


times. Ihe proteſtant 40s. freeholder- had nevet 


abuſed their privilege; but, on the contrary, they 
had contributed more than any body of men; to 
preſerve the freedom of election. 


Mr. Grattan expreſſed his diſapprobation of 
ging the bill with this clauſe—and Goethe K. 
would be better at any time to let it alone. 
Mr. oy don defended the clauſe againft the ar- 

had been uſed againſt it; but finding 
it 2 fenfe of the Toute, or this orcas 
fron he withdrew it. 

Hop. 
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Hon. Mr. Knix moved that the committee on 
the catholic bill ſhould be empowered to receive a 
clauſe for admitting catholics to fit in parliament. 
—He declared, he meant no cenſure on the right 
hon. gentleman's bill—on the contrary, he thought 
he was entitled to thanks for having, as a miniſter 
ought to do, followed the public opinion. But he 
thought he ſhould not diſcharge his-own duty, 
if he did not in compliance with the direction from 
the thronc, endeavour to diſcover ſuch meaſures - 
as would promote unanimity—He alluded to the 
recent events that had taken place in France. The 
— monarchs had grown jealous of the nobles; who 
loſing the ſpirit which ſhould attach to their rank 
had funk into ſlaves the popular torrent had now 
_ - ſwept both away, and anarchy had ſeized the ſcep- 


tre, He compared the ſituation of the proteſtants 


here with that of the laſt, deſpotic monarchs of 
France. That deſpotiſm the proteſtants were now 
about to give up; they muſt at the ſame time give 
up every thing connected with it. The catholics, 
he ſaid, had been our ſubjects, not our fellow ſub- 
| jets. We have now given them property, and 
they have ſtolen education ; if-we do not then give 
up our domination entirely, it muſt ſoon be forced 
from us. He deſcribed the ſituation in which the 
catholics were ; they bad been for a long time in 
poſſeſſion of civil, bur deprived of political liberty. 


This latter, which he deſcribed to be the means f 


ſecuring the former :—he ſaid, it was the object 
of the bill to grant the catholics—but it did not 
do ſo effectually, as it permitted them profeſſed- 
ly to chooſe, and yet really reſtrained them from 
chooſing the men to whom they were attach - 
e . 8 % 9 e 5 
After ſhewing how effectually the meaſure he 
propoſed would counteract republican principles, 
he concluded by moving“ that the committee be 
EN . M m empowered 


to ſit and vote in parkament 


that having been obliged in the courſe of diſcuſſing 
this very important queſtion, to ſolicit the attention 
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empowered to receive a clauſe to make it lawful 
far perſons profeſſing the roman catholic religion 


9 
* * 


Major Doyle roſe to ſecond. the motion He faid 


of the houſe, upon two different nights, very much 
at length · he ſhould repay che kindneſs the houſe 
had been pleaſed to honour him with, were he in 
the preſent inſtance to treſpaſs its patience. 


Ile ſhould content himſelf with barely ſeconding 


the motion of the hon. member - becauſe although 
it was net ſhaped: exattly as he wiſhed, nor went 
the whole length of his idea, yet it tended to- 


Wards the point which: he had openly ſtated ta the 


houſe on the firſt day of the ſeſſion to be his great 
object, namely — The total and entire emancipati · 


_. on. of the catholic ſubjects of Ireland. 


Mr. Blake [of Ardfry] perfectly agreed in the 
propriety of the motion. The political and re- 
ligious prejudices Which had ohtained ground for- 


merly, were now become obſolete, and he was 


appy. to. ſee ſo great 2 reformation. But he 
would ſabmit, whether it would not be more pru- 
dent to let the bill paſs? If the hon. gentleman 
ſhould think differentſy from him, he ſhould fup- 
port his motion, as he ſhould do every thing which 
__ to the final emancipation of the roman ca- 
r f 5 Lots |; : 
Mr. M. Smith—after profeſſing moſt; ſolemnly 
that what hedhould' lay on this occaſion ſhould be 
the dictate of his heart, and of an underſtanding. 
cool and impartial, though perhaps errancous, be- 
ſougbt the houſe to conſider what liberality and 
wiſdom dictated. That only would be liberal, he 
ſaid, which would make the catholies contented. 
and happy, and that only it would be wiſe to grant 
which might be granted with ſafety to ourſelves. 
e eee Liberality 


Liberality and wifdam in this caſe, he ſaid, were 


coiticident—for that only would be wiſe which 
would make the catholics har py ; ſince their con- 


tent was the eſſence of our ſafety. | 
The bill; he was forry tofay, lh far ort of the 

point of wiſdom and of liberality. It granted 

the elective franchiſe, hut it withheld the repre- 


— ” 


ſentative franchiſe, and by thus granting a part, 
and withholding a part, it neither ſatisfied the ca- 
tholic deſire, nor ſecured the proteſtant ſafety. _ 

It only holds the cup of hberty to their lips, then 
withdraws it, and tells them we did not mean they 
ſhould taſte jt. The man who could fay the ca- 
tholics ought to be contented with the bill, knew 


little of the human heart, and felt nothing of is 


fineſt energies. © Liberty maſt be enjoyed in whole 
not in part; ſhe muſt ſhine with a ful orb, and her 
leaſt obſcuration was ſcarcely leſs felt than her to- 
tal eclipſe. Every good, he obſerved, was great 
or little from compariſon; relative depreſſion Was, 
therefore, flavery—proteſtant aſcendancy was ca- 
tholic miſery. What, then, it might be aſked, 
did the catholics want? he would anſwer in one 
word—Liberty—what many of the moſt brilliant 
characters of antiquity had died for, and without 
which no honourable man would wiſh to live. 
He would be underſtood to mean, however, only 
that chaſtiſed liberty, which was founded on, and 
regulated. by law; not that 8 mania which 
had fo ſtrongly ſeized a neighbouring country, and 
produced there ſuch melancholy effects. - 
He then entered into a pathetic deſcription of 
te preſent ſtate of France, and from thence drew -. 
an inference, that when grievances are known to 
exiſt in a country, they ſhould not be ſuffered to 
remain too long unredreſſed. ods 


He refuted the affertion that the catholics inould 


be admitted to the elective franchiſe, agreeably 50 
M m 2 
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the principles of the conſtitution—but that they 
ought to be excluded from the ſenate. He ſhew; 
ed that the conſtitution required they ſhould be 
admitted, as well to one as to the other. The duties 
of parliament he ſhewed, required all che wiſ- 
dom, all the talents, and all the integrity of the 
land; what then could be faid of a law which 
excluded three-fourths: of that wiſdom, A 
and integrity from the ſenate houſe He dig not 
allude to their numbers by way of intimidation— 
it was an argument to their pity and to their 
juſtice—not to their fears. In a good cauſe no 
number would be too great to contend with - but 
ſurely three millions of men were too, too many 
to be excluded from the benefits of freemen.— If 
the clauſe propoſed, were rejected, the bill would 
confer nothing but a conce D'ELIRE,' and would 
be alike inſulting to the catholics and proteſtants. 
Ehe houſe could not grant what would giv 
union, if they did not grant all the adyantages of 
the conſtitution. To aſſert, they could, would be 
to contravene the firſt principles of reaſon, but let 
them place the catholics on equal ground with 
their fellow ſpbjects, and theu nothing internal 
nor external could injure the peace or ſecurity of 
the country.—The adoption of the clauſe would 
faiſe the country to rank, ſplendour, and dignity 
among the nations. f . 
Sir H. Langryhe combated the motion. The 
throne had recommended ſuch meaſures as would 
promote unqnimity among all ranks of his majeſ- 
ty's ſubjects. The propoſed motion would wound 
the feelings of à very reſpectable body of men, 
and therefore if adopted would prevent that nina. 
nimity which had been recommended from th 
| throne. Beſides the bill had yet many ſtages to 
travel, and if the clauſe propoſed ſhould be added 
to it, the veſſel would be over freighted, and 
NO nr er ys, 6 
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dicledly againſt the motion. 


parliament, at 
, vent. a ppoteſtant king from beſtowing on them 


10 
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might never attain its port. He therefore vas de- 


Mr. Ormſby thought the clauſe was a very pro- 
per one to be debated, and therefore would ſup- 
port it if nothing better ſhould be propoſed. He 
punge the 7th paragraph, which, contains the ex- 
ception COS» for why admit them to fit in 

e aſked, and at the ſame time pre- 


offices which were entirely at his diſpoſal? He 
declared himſelf difinclined to permit fo great a 
number of -forty ſhilling freeholders-to ivote as }. 


would be treated by the bill.--he wiſhed to limit 
the franchiſe to 10/7. freeholds. This mode would 


place both catholics and proteſtants on an equali- 
ty, and at the ſame time admit none but men of 
independent property to be electors. - Were the 


_ 101. freeholders only permitted to vote, then there 


would a few and only a few, catholics find their 

way into parliament, for ſome time, and thus 

they would be admitted gradually to power. 
He warned the houſe that if they rejected the 


clauſe, at the next general election the people 


would put the queſtion to iſſlue—they, would elect 
catholics, and the houſe would be committed. 


Mr. Hardy obſerved, that laſt ſeſſion alſo the 


hon. bart. had ſaid, the veſſel was too deeply 
freighted ; he was of opinion that at preſent, if 
the preſent clauſe were adopted, it would ſerve as 
ballaſt—and ſhe would get the better out of port. 


He made ſome ſhrewd obſervations on the rapid 


of opinion which had taken place in the 

ouſe, and declared it his opinion, that this verſa- 

tility of conduct would produce a total loſs of the 

dignity of the houſe and if it goes on, the coun- 
1 in his mind, would not be worth living in. 
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owever thought it would be more eligible to ex- 
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On the modification of the catholic ' admiſſion „ 


he thought, the ſafety of the coriſtitution depend - 
ed.—E — hke individual election, he 
thought, thould be avoided, as they who have no 

property would have no object but that of diſturb. 
ing thoſe who have. Tet he did not mean, that, 
a man who had but a ſmall, property might not 
have as great a ſtake in the country, as a man of 
larger fortune. He thought he might;—for a man 


of property might transfer his wealth to another 


country :—the poor man cannot do ſo with equal 
facility, and would, therefore, be more ſtrongly 
attached to the liberty of his country. He would 
ſupport the propoſition that had been made, be- 
cauſe he ſaw England flouriſh not ſo much by her 


commerce, her manufactures, &c. as by admitting 


all her people to the equal benefits of her conſtitu- 
tion. He wiſhed a meaſure of this kind had been 
introduced earlier. HASTY 1 
Mr. John O' Neil ſaid; he was one of the majority 
laſt ſeſſion who rejected the catholic petition. —He 
had at that time been requeſted by different ſets of 
his conſtituents to preſent petitions for and againſt 
the cathohc claims: he was therefore, uncertain 
how to at—lince then however, the ſubject had 
undergone — diſcuſſion, and that claim has 
5ſt univerſal approbation. He among 
the reſt thought their claims juſt, and that th 
ſhould therefore be acceded to. As far as the bill 


went he approved of it, but he wiſhed it went 


farther—it would be more worthy the magnani- 
mity of the houſe than half meaſares. Formerly 
the ſmalleſt favour would have been received wi 
titude ſuch was the humbled ſtate of the cathy- 
lic mind; - but now. they begin to feel their own 
conſequence, and of courſe would 'be content with 
nothing leſs than the full extent of their privileges. 
— The grant of them may be poſtponed, but can- 
Rr | r ge WET GS 
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not finally. be evaded, —By p diſcontent 
would be cheriſhed —by granting, the queſtion 


e 
| t n: N CG ed b Cortes albeaiaes, | 
ons which had fallen from. Mr. Hardy. He was 
equally anxious fon the dignity of the houſe, but 
conceived that the ſubject now appeared in a light 
very different from what it had appeared in before 
Alt now came recommended from * throne; 
and of courſe was entitled to a greater degree of 
ws thats Fe c opnon.on thi ject the — 
their opinion on e houſe 
might, 00g — 4 ſo na GY 2 7: hp 
As to m e thought it 
would addtotheintontiiency the hon. gentleman . 
was afraid of, were they — And he 
confeſſed, he 2 ſuch ſeemed ra- 
ther intended to embarrafs government than really 
to ſerve the catholics. It would be more friendly 
to the catholics to recommend gratitude to them; 
he, however, laughed at political gratitude; he 
had a r pledge for ved condudt of the 
catholi intereſt. They were now nearly 
in as a ſituation as he was and, of courſe, 
would be as much intereſted in preſervi * 
7 the 950 
8155 5 


e was againſt the motion. - b 
Sir J. Cotter had no doubt if catholica were per- 
mitted to fit in parliament, but the houſe: would 
be filled with them; the majority of the eletors = 
in three provinces, conſiſting of -catholics, To 
have the repreſentation proteſtant, he thought 
was a neceſlary counterpoile. This motion would 
them not political liberty, but power. In 
land; where they are fewer in number, in pro- 
portion to the mak of * than they are = 


ere, 
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we ſhall ſoon have 
_ eſtathſhed religion be upheld ? Only by giving 
advantages to- choſt who 

fining to them exclufivelythe anne, of 8 


principle they were now actin 


2 current, which 
every: thing that was I daeend and valuable in the 
3 ere He thought the meaſure ſhould not 


—— Fs * Tun was paſt To. 

.-  , natayourable to men's principles 

9. 5 — belief, was he faid the foundation of all per 5 
thing like it muſt —— | 
up——Tte;mimſter bs ſaid deſerved well of bis 


c ON. bes. 1% 
here, they are not permitted to fit. i in e 
Hand yet there they enjoy the moſt Bel degree 


of civil liberty, and were obliged to pay no more 
taxes than ſuch as they pay who. e them, 


which was the eflence of civil li 


' 


If we have no eſtabliſhed religion, Abel : 


no religion. How muſt that 
profeſs it—and by con- 


and power. 


"Mr. T. Huchinſwn replied t6' Mr. Cuffe; he had : 


faid the meaſure was propſed to embarraſs | 
ment For his own he neither reg 


would conſider either ſide. Another gentleman 
wiſhed tor gradual | admiffion to the 

The principle was a wiſe one, hut it might 
be neceſſary for the houſe to remember on What 
e had on former 


to the impreſſions 


occaſions ſaid they ſhould yi 


of intimidation No man feared 


the langua 
did the diſpleaſure of the houſe, 


more than he 


of the country They were now, he aſſerted, 
acting as wiſe e ought, yielding to the 
ofed would, owe with it 


unneceſſary oppoſition- The 


a ment, * 


but he Sts not blink the ſituation of them and 


| Treated 


ed one 
ſide of the houſe nor the other, and he did not 
think that on a queſtion of this kind an honeſt man 


gillative _ 


of the public mind, and he had been told 4 this was 
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treated him to grant enfranchiſement in its ful- 
eſt extent It was that only that. could give una... 
nimity and peace to the county. 
Major Hobart ſaid he had been called on by the 
laſt hon. gent. to admit of no penalties on men 
for their religious belief The principle of the bill, 
he ſaid, was perfect equality between proteſtant 
and catholic, and when it ſhould; paſs, there would 
remain no ſtatute pointed againſt” the catholic as 
ſuch, But as long as an eſtabliſhed religion was 
neceſſary, ſo long it would be neceflary that the 
king muſt be acknowledged head of the church. 
For his part, he thought an eſtabliſhed religion 
neceſlary—the miſchiefs reſulting from the ſubver- 
ſion of it was evident in France Irreligion and 
anarchy are inſeparable, and to the exiſtence 7 
religion, an eſtabliſhed religion was neceſſary. 
As to the ſuddenneſs with which the houſe. was 
about to grant the franchiſe, he thought the bill 
made their admiſſion as gradual as poſſible, but he 
could not ſee how the reſtitution of the franchiſe 
could be at all limited. The changing circum- 
ſtances of times had made the change neceſſary in 
the ſituation of the catholics—the danger of mak-. 
ing that change had ariſen from two cauſes—1ſt, 
the connection of the catholics with the pope— 
2dly, the fear of an union with the french. As 
to the: firſt- of theſe cauſes, he thought no man 
now entertained -atiy. ſerious fear of the pope's 
power; and with reſpect to the other, he thought 
too well of the catholics to believe them capable 


of approving, in any d | of the 2abaominable 5 : 


principles or practices of France: there was, there- 
fore, now, no danger whatever to be apprehend- 
ed from them. In thoſe counties where the popu- 
lation was moſtly catholic, he knew that the con- 
duct of that unhappy * was held in the high- 
eſt deteſtation; he * orry tu ſay that in 1 5 
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other 'of the kingdom, where the. 
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t. could give ſecurity for their good conduct? 
EC. he inconfitane 'of den ſo A the 


18 


0 


fle = ſtated bow the 2 Dong 9914 a N 

9 ſiberality of the houſe, it they mould 
. at they Were liberal in granting to the 
catholics n did not trench on their own 


p but that of the monopoly of choſe chey 


were firmly tenacious. 
r. Brooke aid. he thou ht the. admiſſion of the 
5 thilling g popiſh iſh freeh olders x went to a com. 
— 0 ſurrender of « proteſtant intereſt: after 
that it was very immaterial What further Was 
e and therefore be would vote in nk 
the motion. 
1 5 Coote ſaid, that if the wotion introduced: 
the ember had a tendency to ſubvert th 
reli bliſhment, there could not be 3 5 
but. 1155 the civil eſtabliſhment muſt f together 
wi it—and when your 1758 95 eſtabliſhment 
b be overturned, farewell 25 ur liberties—li- 
rty and property will ill then be idle and delbfive 
names, as. they are now in France, In the race 
that has been run, and the conteſt for conceflidn 
to the catholics during t this ſeffion, it was difficult 
. any individual, fir and unalterably attach. 
the proteſtapt 3 intere to know how to ſteer. 
ere Was in p itics, as in a fever, a paroxyſm 
2 bewilders the imagination, He was, how- 
ever, impreſſed With one fixed and unalterable 
opinion, that if Ireland 1 18 to e Its connexion 
. great Britain, a pro eſtant kingdom, the 
er and government of lreland muſt continue 
in the hands of proteſtants ; this was the policy 
of the revolution; ; for mw purpoſe the ſpirit and 
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rinciples of the revolution went to the confirm- 
ing and eſtabliſhing in Ireland a proteſtant govern- 
ment; If the motion of the hon. gentleman was 
acceded to, and the catholics admitted to ſeats in 


' your houſe, there is an end to your proteſt- 
ant religion, government, and eſtabliſhments— 


they all will be buried in one grave. He was 
aware that the bill did not inſtantly give into the 
hands of the catholics, the Iriſh government but 
it ſurely does extend to them very great power 
and weight in the country. He hoped and truſt- 
ed that the catholics would be completely ſatisfied 
by the conſequence and power they would derive 
by this bill; and if they ſhould be ſo, and that 


the queſtion would be at reſt, he would not op- 


pole his judgement to the wiſhes of ſo many gen- 
glemen as countenanced the Bill, and who had 


great character and large property at ſtake; that 


erefore he had rather yield to the current run- 


ning ſo ſtrong for the bill, than reſiſt it, If, how- 
ever, nothing leſs than having ſeats in parliament 


will content the catholics, and to have in their 
hands the government of the kingdom, he truſt- 
ed, that the union and ſtrength of the proteſtants 
would reſiſt ſuch expectations. Fully ſatisfied, he 
was, that if the proteſtant intereſt was diſpoſed to 
ſtand forward, it had ample ſtrength to protect it- 
ſelf, that the clauſe in the bill which extends to 
the lower orders of the catholics a right of voting 
he objected to, becauſe he knew from his own ob- 
ſervation and experience of elections, that the de- 
pravity of the low and indigent electors was one 
of the greateſt evils of the conſtitution, and which 
loudly called for, and demanded a remedy ; to 


increaſe the number would not eradicate the evil, 
and if the conſtitution is wounded—it is owing 
to the voluntary and complicated corruption of 

g the lower orders of people voting at elections. 


Mr. 
111 
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Mr. Jackſon was for a total emancipation of the 
catholics—of courſe approved of the bill as far as 


it went, and was friendly to the motion. 


Sir B. Roche was againſt this motion, but warm- 
ly approved of what he ſaid, was called major Ho- 
bart's bill. | e ' | 
Mr. Hancock expreſſed great happineſs at parti- 
cipating with the catholics the bleſſings of the 
conſtitution-—he thought they deſerved every 
thing parliament could confer on them, and would 
therefore ſupport the motion of his hon. friend in 
the fulleſt manner.—By this means he hoped our 
admirable conſtitution would be preſerved, and 
tranſmitted to poſterity, complete and inviola- 
Me: „ Wo” i | 

Mr. Ruxton felt it very unpleaſant to oppoſe a 
motion of this kind, but the conſequences of 
agreeing to it were ſo multifarious, that he was 
not prepared to adopt it. At a time when we 


are threatened with war from France, and with 


domeſtic: ſeditions, he ſhould hardly be brought 
to venture the eſtabliſhed government of the 
country for anarchy, under the pretext of com- 
pleting catholic freedom. —The catholics them- 
ſelves, he was ſure would not hazard the over- 


throw of all eſtabliſhment, merely to acquire ſome 


political power—they would wait till theſe con- 
ceſſions might be made without any danger. 
The bill, he ſaid granted only by guarding every 
grant by a proviſo; it granted the franchiſe, but 
provided they ſhould: not ele& the men of their 
choice, and it granted military offices when it was 


-known that no catholic would enter into the ſer- 


vice ſince he could not be changed to the Engliſh 


 eſtabliſhment—Would the catholics forget the 
religion for which they have been ſuffering dur- 
ing a century? would they not endeavour to pro- 
mote its intereſt? and were the houſe ready to 


ſurrender 
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furrender every thing into their hands ?—eyery 
clauſe of the bill, he ſaid, ſhewed it to be impo- 
ble, 4 and that it neither gave ſecurity nar ſatis- 

Mr. Anneſley ſaid it was abſurd to keep the 
catholics from parliament if the bill paſſed. He 
aſked whether any man would ſay from authority 
that the catholics would be fatisfied with the bill? 
Rara 5 

Mr. Sankey. was a friend to the motion, He had 
confidence in the catholics or he would not agree 
to grant them any thing, and when ſo much was 
about to be granted, it would be abſurd to with- 
hold any thing. . 

He ſtated the effect of keeping them out o 
parliament to be that they would return men o 
no religion who would not fcruple to take the 
oaths, and who would a& only as rin The 
Houſe were now only moved, that the clauſe might 
be put in a ſituation of being debated, and the 
right hon. gentleman [Mr. Hobart] who oppoſed 
it, had given the beſt reaſon in the world why it 
ſhould—when he ſaid it was neceſſary the kin 
thould be acknowledged head of the church, an 
that this declaration would exclude catholics. He 
knew that the catholics had not ſo ſtrong an ob- 
jection to this oath, as they were ſuppoſed to have, 
lince it only went to-declare the king head of the 
church by law e/tablifhed, which no catholic doubt- 
= * | 


Sir Boyle Roche. I am at a loſs which moſt to 
admire the great abilities of the hon. gentleman 
who made the motion, or his generous fentiment. 
I am not however diſpoſed ta add any new matter 
to the preſent bill, leaſt it ſhonld ſtop it in its 
next ſtage, and by ſuch means loſe it altogether. 
The bill, in its preſent form, I think a total 
emancipation, of the catholics, as far as it is Fer, | 
„ ſiſtent 


lt 
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_ Tiſtent with the conſtitution; and as that has been 
always my 'land-mark, the preſent bill has my 
entire approbatiqn. [ana ra ty he 
Euxerxy perſon who knows me, muſt be ſenſible 
How much T have at heart the intereſt of the ro- 
man catholics; I ſhould act againſt my nature 
ſaould not that be the caſe; I am deſcended from 
them, and my neareſt and deareſt connexions are 

The ſituation of the public affairs ſeem at pre- 
ſent to be ſo critical and extraordinary, that it 
calls upon every man to declare his political opi 
nion; and, with leave of the houſe, I ſhall 
a few words on that ſubject. Fat 3065 
_ - Fam "deſcended from a noble family in this 
country, Who Joſt high honours and extenſive 
properties for their loyalty and a ſupport of their 
principles: and as principle is the ground 


ed in being deſcended from a race of loyal and 
honeſt men; they facrificed every thing that 
wis dear in this tife to ſupport à race of kings, 

in their time, to whom they ſwore fealty and 
allegiance:— , their remainder, will declare 


before God and the world, that was I now in 


dn of the properties and honors of my 
anceſtors, I would riſque them all for my gracious 
ſovereign on the throne, and his family. | 


+ | 


I think myſelf not ſingular in this way of think» | 


ing, for I believe that it is the natural diſpoſition 
of all the catholics in Ireland. Let us look back 
and ſee how that order of men have conducted 
themſelves from the year 1688 to the year 1778? 
they have any enemies they muſt 2 
that during that period there is no inſtance in the 
hiſtory of mankind, of any people having ſuffered 
ſuch a degree of violence and oppreſſion: as they 
did; and what muſt now ſtem wonderful to every 


, N i 
vhich every man is right, I think myſelf honor- 
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man, chat a race of brave people had (under ſuch | 
cruel circumſtances as have been related) caonduct- 
ed themſelves peaceably and quietly; and though 
both in the year 1715 and 1745, when England 
and Scotland were in rebellion againſt the preſent 
family upon the throne, and when the emiſſaries 
of the exiled family came into this country with 
promiſes of reſtoration of liberty and property, pro- 
vided they went into rebellion againſt that fami- 
ly, they to a man rejected it, 8 there was no 
period in which that people conducted themſelves 
more amenable to the laws and the magiſtracy. 
The earl of Cheſterfield,” being then lord lieute- 
nant, had been often heard to ay, that the ca- 
tholics of this kingdom had conducted themſelves 
more peaceably than any other deſcription of 
men,“ and reported them as ſuch to the then go- 
vernment of England. Therefore, Sir, if we are 
to judge of what is to happen, by the paſt, we 
have every reaſon to have the utmoſt confidence 
in the loyalty and peaceable conduct of the catho- 
lic people; and we will act wiſely to attach ſuch 
a body of men to the ſtrength of the raden 
intereſt of this kingdom. 5 
Sir J. Blaquiere thought the object of che clauſe - 
was in fact conceded already in granting the elec- 
tive franchiſe. He urged the argument of incon- 
ſiſtency in almoſt unanimouſly rejefting laſt year 
an humble petition, and this year N on 
placing them in both houſes of parliament.—If 
the clauſe were introduced, he thought it would 
probaby induce the loſs of the bill.— The friends 
of the clauſe therefore would counteract them- 
ſelves; - and might by ſuch an inadvertence bring 
upon the country one of the moſt fatal calamities 
that could at this moment befall it. | 
Mr. Curran followed, and in a ſpeech of nearly 


two hours 1 in ranged through a wide ex- 


tent 
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tent of argument with his uſual happineſs. His 

wit in many parts ſhone with that brilliancy, and 
cut with that point for which he is ſo much ad- 
mired. His firſt buſineſs was to refute the argu- 
ments, and reprobate the illiberality with which 
an hon. gentleman had attacked the catholic peti- 
tion on a former night, which he did in a very 
warm and able manner. | 

He then ſupported the general and complete 
emancipation, by ſhewing that the period was now 
arrived whence the catholics, being worxTHY of 
freedom, MusT become free. He ſtated the pro- 
greſs of their 4 from the ſtate of ſervile hu - 
miliation to which it had been reduced by the 
legiſlation of Ireland, which ſeemed intent only 
on expunging the image of .God from the minds 
of his creatures, in the expatrition of their fellow 
ſubjects, to the full grown vigour which it has 
htterly exhibited, He urged ſtrongly the juſtice 
of ares ye. them what they had unjuſtly been 
deprived of, and proved it neceſlary to Iriſh liber- 
ty, and to the connexion of the country with 
England. He ſtated the probable happy effects 
of their emancipation on the kingdom at large, 
and ſhewed . a erty * 2 and conſe- 
quently not wi em, Id begin gradually. 
Liberty might fade indeed under. R 
ration, but infancy and adoleſcence, were unknown 
to her Liberty could never be gradually commu- 
nicated by a legiſlature, becauſe no popular aſſem- 
bly could eſtimate the progreſs of the mind; the 
only criterion of the people's capability of free- 
dom was when their pulſe beat high under unequal 
preſſure: and this ſymptom was found in the ca- 
tholics. He ridiculed with a great deal of point 
the paltry conceſſions of laſt ſeſſion as he did 
alſo the manifeſto of tlie corporation of Dublin, 
and refuted all the objections chat had been urged 
i? * N 0 0 again & 
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againſt the total enfranchiſement of the eatholies, 
—We do not pretend to give an idea of his 
ſpeech, and we exceedingly; Iament our inability 
to lay it at length before our readers. | 

Immediately on Mr. Gurran's fitting. down, fir 

; Blaquiere got up, and with ſome acrimony-ob- 

eryed, that the hon. gentleman had miſtaken him, 
and miſtated the fact. Se That the amendment pro- 
poſed may poſſibly: prove a moſt fatal calamity ; 
for it might fail by an unſeaſonable or ill-managed 
application, and by that means bring the country 
to the utmoſt wretchedneſs.” The motion, he ob- 
- Terved, goes to both houſes. However warmly 
it may receive the concurrence of this houſe, it 
may, however, not meet with the ſame reception 
in the upper houſe. In the next place, in regard to 
the adminiſtration, he never ſuggeſted that the 
bill, or any clauſe of it, reſted its fate on that. 
Vet, by the repr eſentation of the hon. gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, it be ſuppoſed he had him- 
ſelf "mated, it might come from that quarter. 
He was not fo; fooliſh as to ſuppoſe, even for a 
moment they were to wait for the dictates of ad- 
miniſtration relative to what was left to the free 
diſcuſſion of that houſe. He had too high a reſpect 
for the houſe to harbour any ſuch idea, and ſhould 
be happy to congratulate on his laudable zeal in 
promoling the welfare of the country, without 

his own merit in ſo doing on the miſre- 
preſentation of another. 

Mr. Bradſhaw oblerved, that even had he been 
bleſſed with the gift of exciting laughter on every 
ſubject, yet he was far from conſi nos 
time or occaſion for indulgi A happy gift of 
humour and raillery, when a buſineſs of 2 — — 
important nature demanded the moſt ſerious at- 
tention of the houſe. He looked on the bill, he 


5 as unfavourable to the cy and this 85 
f 2 
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che principle on which he would object to it. He 
was not, however, ta be underſtood as objection 


to che whole bill, but to ſome particular parts only. 


He locked on che bill, as brought in by a few, 
not as the reſult of a mature deliberation ſanction- 
ed by che united voice of any body of men. The 
many advocates at the other ſide of the water; 
but it was becauſe they had not conſidered it. 
Government heard the roman catholic ſubjects of 
this IONS of certain diſabilities and 
grievances; and thought. the people were to be 
> appeaſed by removing, as much as could with pru- 
dence and propriety be done, the cauſe of thoſe 
complaints. He would, however venture to 
— himſelf that government never had any 

ea that that houſe would have carried its indul- 


gence to ſuch a length 
poſed to do. He wiſhed not to be thought to en- 
vy his roman catholic brethren any conceſſions he 
thought they had a right to obtain, or that could 
conftently with their own advantage, and the 
ſafety of both parties be granted to them. He 
had a pony in this country, and with that pro- 
perty'he would live or!die : and chis cireumſtance 
even alone was ſufficient to overturn any colour 
of — ion, that he could be diſaffeted to the 
catholic cauſe. He could nat, however, repreſs 
his apprehenſions of the conſequences of grant- 
1 
ar yr civil and religious. The church is 
pofleſſed immenſe territorial power; if influ- 
ence is founded u roperty, no man can 
deny that a e e influence 
with that power into whatever hands it ſhall hap- 
n. . „ 8 
Vece Er. adverted on the hon. gen. Mr. Cur- 
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of conduct which every wiſe legiſlature ought to 
| purſue in deciding on any important queſtion.— 
He muſt, he ſaid, indeed allow it to be a very 
wiſe obſervation.— But, let the hon. gentleman's 
motives. be what they may, he thought the pre- 
ſent a queſtion on which every wiſe man ought 
to be very cautious how he ſhould decide. They 
are only local circumſtances that can at all juſtify 
the meaſure. The hon. gent. had, he wr sf 

pretty largely ſtated the connexion of this coun- 
try with England. I ſay, Sir, we ought to extin- 
_ that connexion, whenever it-ſhall appear 
that it is injurious to Ireland. If your connexion 
with England was proteſtant, and that this prin- 
ciple of union cements the intereſts of both coun- 
tries, ſhould England ſtep forward and. propoſe to 
relinquiſh this connexion, would it, I aſk, promote 
the welfare of Ireland to accept the offer ?—I am 
ſure it would not:—But you wiſhed to relinquiſh 
it, and ſaw it was your intereſt to do ſo—you will 
no doubt acquieſce in this propofal in foto. The 
diſpoſition of government, and of the ſervants af 
government, to afford every relief to his majeſty's 
roman catholic ſubjects, is neither an occaſional 
or temporary expedient. No man can reaſonably 
have any objection nor oppoſition to a ſet of men 
who contribute ſo largely to the neceſſities of the 
ſtate, and are ſuch uſeful members of ſociety.— 
But although we may not differ in other reſpects, 
yet we have a right to differ in politics. In fact, 

the connexion between Ireland and England reſts 
upon one or two principles protection on the 
one ſide, and happineſs on the other. I ſay, fir, 
that Engliſh protection and Infh unanimity are 
the principles of proſperity to both God has 
* them, then no man can divide them.“ 
We ought, therefore, on the preſent ſubject to lay 
aſide all collateral conſiderations. If Britiſh Fry 
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hin 2 —— on their union, as 

| 18, can have no object i 
propoling new plans of reformation); 9 
— gc a ſchool for the fabrication of go- 
Boop any wh, you take the bill in the ſame point 
at I do, you muſt take it juſt as you 


find it, or elſe rej 1 0 
e 
ſaw no reaſon why they ſh 1 nen, le 
in public as well as in = ah g Y N 
W 8 erde could not 
ons had not revived the di — e 
catholics and proteſtant: nctions between 
themſelves 1 3 ts, they would have died of 
them comy letely — ; rg would have done 
Ireland 1s * moſt Bez : or he was convinced 
a groſs miſtake to ſu 8 8 
— 1 come into on wk es Eu- 
2 . f ung- 
3 at 
ly objected to any ende, gia gy He on- 
hw be made 1n the bill. nne 
---the A nadir” als influence the elected 
preſent form, depends ihe property of Eagland 
an é 
q gant, DULLaun zunituuons Were nable 99 8 oe . 
perverted and abuſed, gentlemen ought to take it 
in its beſt point of view.—It tends to ſtrengthen 
England by Iriſh connexion, to ſtrengthen Ireland 
by unanimity. But he would, at the ſame time 
ſay, that he could accommodate himſelf with as 
good a grace as any man to any change that might 
take place. He thought, however, experiments 
in politics always dangerous and would be ſo 
now in particular, if they lead to diſunion inſtead 
| is principal objection for making 
ſuch experiments was, at preſent, only to the 2 | 
OY 8 
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which was by no means ripe for ſuch hazards.— 
But if gentlemen thought otherwiſe, he would be 
amongſt the foremoſt to embark in any meaſure 
that ſhould appear to forwaad the public weal. 
Mr. W. B. Conyngbam adverted with ſome ſeve- 
rity to certain clauſes of the eatholie petition to 
his majeſty ; firſt, in complaining that three mil- 
lions of people in this country were not repreſent- 
ed. That charge, he ſaid, did not deſerve an an- 
ſwer. Another charge he objected to when ſtated 
a partial grieyance, viz: their being excluded from 
the benefit of purchaſing lands, &c. But he felt 
not for catholics alone in this reſpett; he muſt 
feel for proteſtants, the lower orders of whom 
were fubject to the ſame grievance not leſs that 
the ſame deſcription of the former. He o 
to Mr. Curran's arrangement in deſcribing the 
ſtate of the union between England and Ireland, 
and of the cathohes under the ſeveral adminiſtra- 
tions; he did not Hike his rogreſſive motion from 
adminiſtration to adminiſtration. * He-would not 
go beyond the revolution, which-he eonſidered 
the ſtand likely to promote and ſecure unanamity 
between the different orders of-the community.— 
or uvutradeeremarks on the relative ſituation 
. — 8 2 negative to the hon. Mr. Knox's 


tions and ſlanderous aſperſions thi 
| * . * . N 5 ; ron ; 
ef daily, in the Engliſh houſe of — 
| 8 Englih news. papers, relative to ur admi- 
ö niſtration 


niſtration in church and ſtate. That as ſo many 
gentlemen had ſpoken ſo largely in behalf of 
'2,000000, . he would fay a word in favour of 
1000000 of proteſtants —© Is it not neceſſary to 
ſupport their intereſt in church and Rate, as well 
as that of the catholics ?”——He then expreſſed 
ſome alarm on account of the vaſt proportion of 
electors that muſt conſequently take place on 
granting the elective franchiſe to the catholics; 
and at the danger he apprehended our church 
eſtabliſhment muſt be expoſed to from that ſide, 
on account of the vaſt influence the romiſh clergy 
polleſs over the hike: He had however no objec- 
tion to voting for the bill, only ſo far as it tend- 
ed to a full and unlimited participation of rights 
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| D. B. Daly joined in one or two parochial 
etings. It was at a time he was not Efficient: 
prin. Dp, with the 1845 of thoſe meetings. 
s to his own conduct, he hoped he could ſet any 
oblique remarks that might be made on that oc- 
caſion, at defiance. That the event has ſpoke that 
he did heretofore join againſt extending, the fran- 
chiſe to the catholies ſo far as others have done: 
but that perceiving the vaſt rapidity with which 
the proteſtant inhabitants in his neighbourhood 
were reconciled to that indulgence, he would 
not be ſo averſe to the full extent of it as he had 
been; yet he was not ſo far perſuaded as not to 
adhere to the limitation; and of courſe voted 
| Againſt the hon. Mr. Knox's clauſe. 
Mr. Buſbe ſaid, he found two things in reſpect 
to the bill which required to be treated with great 
caution ; firſt, the ſucceſs of the bill ; ſecondly, 
the effect of the bill after it is paſſed. That ano- 
ther houſe had as good a right /to diſcuſs the bill 
as that houſe had.—Begged the friends of the bill 
would conſider well what ſteps they were — | 


oy 
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—had heard many ſentiments that night about 


ual emancipation. He did not call it a gra- 
dual, but a complete and perfect emancipation.— 
That the ſame diſtinction admitted on the princi- 
ple of the bill had been adopted in all free ſtates, 
and mentioned ſome inſtances in Athens, Crete 
and Rome, as well as in ſeveral modern ſtates. 
He by no means conſidered perfect communica- 


tion of power neceſſary to perfect liberty. He 


then recommended to gentlemen to propoſe a 
payment out of the treaſury for the catholic cler- 
—otherwiſe that body will affuredly in this 


ingdom poſſeſs not equal advantages with pro- 


teſtants, but ſuperior power. | | 
Mr. Ogle declared he would vote againſt the 
meaſure as long as the bill remained in the houſe. 
Mr. Conolly gave his moſt decided approbation 


to the motion propoſed by the hon. gent. at the 
other ſide [meaning Mr. Knox] and exprefled an 


equal wiſh to their cauſe, He mentioned what he 
conſidered only a flight objection to their firſt 
mode of proceeding, which, however, was not 
worth inſiſting on. | 10 
Mr. Dunn roſe and read a clauſe of the catholic 
bill, ſtating their diſability - called ſuch a diſtinc- 


tion of his majeſty's 3 into two bodies a 


garble.— They had no objection, he ſaid, to the 
granting legiſlature to the cacholic commons, but 
had made no proviſion for the peer, who does not 
receive by this bill ſo much as the clamorous forty 
ſhilling freeholder. But the meafure that had al- 
ready come forward was not an ultimate meaſure. 


That the houſe only put the bill into a courſe of 


debate before the committee. 

Mr. Grattan ] have ſpoken already to the whole 
of the queſtion, ſo much as to tire this houſe, 'I 
have nothing to add, except it be to repeat my 
creed on this ſubject, which is to give the roman 
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RON «every thing, and to thank: on vie 
footing of other diſſenters. ou them an | 
vote for the bill, becauſe at care mW conſide- 
rable advantages; and for hes motion, becauſe it 
removes one of the clauſes of the bill that abet 
to mit thofe advantages. 

Mr. Martell voted againſt a total emancipation, 5 
aud of courſe a — 804 the motion of the hon. gent. 
on Lye other $09. the Ow {Mr, pony J. 

nox up to r to a n t. 
from {i other ſide, wins ad 7925 ahr oe nome 
tions on his. motion; he ſaid he would be brief, 
becauſe the ments uſed againſt his motion 
were rather perſonal than againſt the motion. He 
obſerved as to the figure of — the cart, 
EAN y the right hon. ge — — 9 
do ſo than be the r 
chat load along. That was the lines he ever 
heard the ſurmiſę ſtarted in that houſe, that a mo- 
tion would not pals i in the upper houſe. AF gen- 
tlemen felt, as he did, they would ſee no alterna- 
tive; at a time when the arms of our enemies, as 
well as 4 militant philoſophy, threaten'to ſubvert 
our conſtitution. Shall we, fir, invite the ca- 
tholics to the threſhold of this houſe, and then 
ſhut the door againſt them?—ſhall we not rather 
unite the lo of the ſouth to the republicans. 
of the — not call on them in the 
name of that venerable conſtitution which we xl 
adote,*and of thoſe laws which we all revere? — 

He ſhould not, he ſaid, ee e for Kin 

or his meaſure But he would aſk them to vote for 
— for their loyalty, for their families. 
He then made a few fomarke on the principle of 
his motion. 

Mr. Cuffe replied—his meanings was, that kgs. 
would rather injure the government; than ſerve 
it at the expence of bac” fr acin then replied = 
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Cotumittee then ſat Mr. Day, in the chair 


but was int by che tience ofthe Aue 
houſe for-adjoernment; [Which was 'agretd*to, 
andrat near TO 6*clock ruin 5 8 
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*. upported — 997 
enfercing mare eſſentialiadvantages on the roman 
catholies than-itis intended by che whole of the 
preſent hill to gran K. them. 6. inn . 10 
Ait. Gn. Gar that that af jm his ſenſe was i in. | 
tended ta encourage an inct ſtrangers, the 
corporate towm being but thinly inhabited, He. 
1 think it a queſtion of as” 
anbtful conſequence: as any other before tlie 
| rw For it may turn out hat a catholic, ſets” 
tling in ſucþca:place; may be entitled to all the im. 
munities and advantages which a native franchiſed 
proteltant would. ir "814.3. 25 ©4 44 2 £40 bas 
The clauſe after ſome amendments was agreed | | 
to. 1874 1 Due 22 by > 12 s £413 * 1 1 11. 
The houſe. then refolved itſelf j into 2 committee | 
on the bill, 
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Mr. Dar in the Rinne 
Sie. Dunn Yd M 1, ita „ & 443 4 N v : 
Mr. Trench:raſe, he faid, withs with to expedite 
the hill, and ite Temove ſome prefudices v whit had, 
been induſtriouſly ſpread. It — — 
e e 
Px ts} enjo any nc 
Fe reſervation was made; they would not be 
contented: If che had entertained the leaſt ide: 
that ſuchwπ³]d be their conduct, tliey never 
would have had his ſapport; but fince the. bill! 
= tan, and had been printed and 
he bad gonverſed with many ef the möſt re- & 
| ſpeRible igeitlemer of che roman catholice* reli. 
gion particularly from his/0wn. part of the conn? 2 
1 1 o approved- the bill, and! 
on in terms of the kigkeſt 
ray war * 41 the ſtrongeſt attachment 
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to the conſtitution; they 3 that when the 
bill which they | acknowledged conferred grea 
benefits upon them ſhould paſs, they would — , 
to their homes filled with gratitude to the:govern- 
ment of the country, and to parliament; and 
they deſired him to make this public declaration 
in their name, and to add, that their future con- 
duct ſhould manifeſt the ſenſe they entertained of 
ſo great a favour. He therefore held it, chat an —1 
ge entleman who, in their name, ſhould hold a | 
erent language, and ſay. they were not ſatisfted, 
was not à friend to the - of Ire- : 


land, T7” O 17907 
L the at- 


The. firſt cdauſa of the | 
torney general made ſeveral amendments to enabls | 
the bill more fully to effect its | 
Mr. Oſbarne then propoſed an am W 
the purport of the clauſe he had obtained leave ti 
introduce. After a tedious converſation, his 
amendment was rejected, and he was adviſed: o 
introduce a ſubſtantive clauſe.. . -: .- 

Mr. 2 (of Derry) ſaid, be el 
the ingenuity of gentlemen in finding out clauſes, 
which gave them op opportunities af making flam- 
ing ſpeeches, and ſhewing their mighty zeal for 

the roman. catholics ; 3 there DE was 
a more unneceſſary cla nithat warmly 
inſiſted upon by the hon. gentleman; for herwould 
defy any man. to.ſhey; à ſingle :inftance* where © 
any artificer had been —— from ker of | 
buying,. or ſelling, in. ud e 
porate. 4 4 „ e eee 
Doctor R * he had to 
ſome amendments Which, as they went "to by | 
whole. merits of, the; bill, would 
mand ſome. time for diſeuſſion. He had u 
introduction of the bill pretty fully expr * | 
* to = bs wy 1117 his reafons mtg 
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oppoſition, and to thoſe reaſons he adhered; not- 


withſtanding the animadverſions:of ſome. gentle- 


men and the miſtatements of others: thoſe / 
animadverſions and miſtatements he was now rea- 


dy to refute, and he truſted he ſhould be heard 5 


in ſpite of the roar of political projectors, or the 


flimſy orations of thoſe Who trade in declamation, 
men who ſtam and ſtorm and rage, with fran- | | 
tic geſtures diſhevelled hair, like the Pythian 


— 


4 


1 


* 


prieſteſs of old—or affright their audience witk 


conyulſive ſcreams and diſtorted features like the | 


gypſies of modern times. 


After this exordium he went a at large into the 


bill, and conclu 
amendment, 80 


999 


with moving the following 


E: 20%. a year value in ſaid county, or in any 
7 


pero to the amount 


the courſe of 28 [ax the doctor had de. A 


clared that if the prodeſtant intereſt was ſur- 


rendered to. the roman catholics, as by this bill 
it would be, an union with England would be 
the neceſſary conſequence; the proteſtants would 


have no refuge but in an union —and rather than 


be the ſlave of the roman catholics, he would him- 
ſelf be the man to propoſe an union [Mr. Egan 


here interrupting him 


— 
The Speaker roſe in his place, and aid he would | 
een it to the hon. gentleman not to 


interrupt the member while ſpeaking, unleſs he 
committed a breach of order; but while he was 
| 10 l f n no man 200 a right 
f . 72471 1 5 : . 8 ; 7 14 Doctor 


That no roman TY ſhall dale 
in any. caunty for any member to n' parliament 
unleſs Neb roman catholic ſhall. have a freehold . 


b, unleſs he.. have 4 Freehold of | 20. ayers: 
any where in the. ogg r is ' poſſe fed. pro- 


crtet atid huddled At 
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to Mode che houſe for 4 mot ti Fi 10 70 Re | 
hon. gentleman's amendment it is propos that 
theUeRive franchiſe ſhall be do Ley on ſuch 
roman catholics only, as poſſeſs freeholds of twen- 
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of years, and under the moſt trying circuntſtances 
ved himſelf that friend, and if by granting 
him at this time ſo much favours as ee 
ſhould think proper, and no more —he could be 
united with his proteſtant fellow. ſubje& in ſup-. 
porting that conſtitution againſt all its enemies 3 
the miniſter who recommended ſuch meaſures as 
would promote that union, had very little-cauſe 
to fear the charge of treachery, - 
I will fay, fir, that the favours propoſed are 
warranted and induced by the conduct of parlia- 


ment towards the roman catholics. Parliament 


have at ſeveral times manifeſted their approba- 
tion of the principle of the bill, by repealing ſe- 
veral of the popery laws, and by granting roman 


catholics the right of acquiring property, which , 


when acquired, naturally brings with it the claim 
to that influence in the ftate—which property 
% „„ 


The Hon. gentleman has ſtated what was done 


in king James's parliament as an argument àgainſt 
granting roman catholic the fame privileges that 
they were permitted to retain even after the 

revolution. — Does he forget, ſir, that that parli- 


ament acted as the parliament of a kingdom ſe- 
parated and diſunited from her political connexi- 
on with England? If he wiſhes to ſhew, that 


when difunited from England, the parliament of 
Ireland would act as that of James II. acted, no 
one will deny it; we all know that the ſafety of 


the proteſtants of Ireland depends upon our con- 
nexion with England; we know till Ireland has a 
ſeparate king the forfeited property can never be 
retaſſumed, the*proteſtant intereſt can never: be 
overthrown; and therefore we take every meaſure 


which can tend to ſtrengthen the connexion with 
England. 1 * 25 
Another 
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folly; and if the roman catholic had for a ſeries 
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Another hon. gentleman has faid, that it is vain 
for us to think of with-holding what the bill re- 
tains if we 
agree with that hon. gentleman, for, by what we 
aa the proteſtant intereſt can never be 

ed wh 

8 


| ing we have the ſecurity of a proteſtant 
An hon. gentleman has charged the Britiſh mi- 


niſter with 2 deſign in promoting this meaſure of 
creating: diviſion and animofity in this country; - 
to the conviction of every man who hears it, the 


ch refutes itſelf— for if ever there was one 
— 


re more likely to promote conciliation and 


unanimity than another, tis this very meaſure. 


But if the Britiſh miniſter wiſhed for diſcord and 


* —ͤ— could not find a better receipt to effect 
it tHatfi: encouraging old prejudices. So long in- 


deed àã the preſent proteſtant ſyſtem was to be 


maintained, and the catholic was rendered hope- 
leſs of enjoying the benefits of the conſtitution, 
it was eaſy for a miniſter to promote diſunion; 
but when he takes the certain method of concili - 
ating and uniting his majetty's proteſtant and ro- 
man catholic ſubjects in the common benefits and 
common intereſts of the conſtitution - the charge 
of promoting diſcord becomes ridiculous. 

Mr. Ponfonby.—Having on a former night ſpoken 
my ſentiments ſo fully on this ſubject, I ſhould 
not fay a word now but for ſome ſtrong alluſions 
to my arguments, which have fallen from ſome 
learned and 'honourable gentlemen on the other 


fide of the houſe. As to what has been ſaid bya 
learned gentleman (Dr. Duigenan) about the con- 


duct of the: Engliſh: catholics, in firſt popony 
and-afterwards refuſing to take a particular oat 

of allegiance, I do not how the fact is; but 
I ſuppoſe from his uſual accuracy he is founded in 
the aſſertion. But is it fair to argue from the * 


Qq 


t what the bill confers.— I cannot 
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of any body of men in another country, that.we 
are to act with rigour towards three-fourths of the 
people in this? The catholics of this country have 
already given, and do ſtill offer the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt facred pledges of their loyalty and attach- 
ment to the government and conſtitution ; and 
for my own part, I do molt firmly believe they 
are incapable of the baſeneſs of deceiving their 
king, or their proteſtant fellow ſubjects. The 
learned gentleman has charged me with ſaying, 


I would rather be the flave:of the Iriſh catholic 


than the defendant of a Britiſh miniſter: uſed 
no ſuch word as ſlave I did ſay then, and I now 
ſay publickly, I would rather ſubmit to the ſupe- 
rior ſtate of any body of Iriſhmen, than be fub- 
ſervient to the power of a Britiſh miniſter, or be- 
come the dupe of thoſe men who would ſeek. to 
fupport Britiſh ſuperiority in this country, by di- 
viding its inhabitants in adverſe parties, and go- 
verning one through the medium of the other. 
It is to this conduct, fir, I expreffed my abhor- 
rence and it is on this account I wiſhed to con- 
vince the Iriſh catholic, that it was not to the ge- 
neroſity of an Engliſh miniſter, but to an Iriſh 
proteſtant parliament, he was to ſeek for favour, 
or repoſe confidence; and it was therefore, I wiſh- 
ed to reject this bill in toto, as the meaſure of a 
Britiſh miniſter, and that the parliament of 
Ireland ſhould vindicate its own honour, 
and its own juſtice, by admitting the loyalty 
of the catholics of Ireland to a full and equal 
ſhare in the- conſtitution of the country: It 
has been denied that the Britiſh miniſter ſought by 
this bill to have new diviſions among the: people 
of Ireland, inſtead of conciliation. But the con- 
trary is obvious. The lord lieutenant of Ireland 
has ever been conſidered as a cabinet miniſter of 
England —I do not know whether my lord Welt- 

| | | morland 
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morland is to be conſidered in that light. Through 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland it is that the Britiſh 
cabinet mutt be ſuppoſed to attain their knowledge 
of the ſtate of this country. The declarations of 
a right hon. gentleman oppoſite me in the laſt ſef. 
ſions of parliament, and the activity of gentlemen 
under the influence of government throughout 
the country in the courſe of the laſt ſummer, 
N it as the determination of government, 
that the catholics were not to be granted the fran- 
chiſe. But what opinion is to be formed of the 
intention of that cabinet when the miniſter in 
this country never once intimated the ſmalleſt in- 
tention of ceding the franchiſe to the catholics.— 
never once conſulted the proteſtant gentlemen of 
the country upon the ſubject until it was intimat- 

ed in the ſpeech from the throne, and followed up 
by the bill of the miniſter now before the houſe ? 
When therefore it was ſeen that the ſervants of 
government firſt exerted every means to excite the 
proteſtant counties and corporations, to reſiſt the 
claims of the catholics; and that the police party 
in the corporation of Dublin, were urged to ſet 
the example to the whole kingdom, by their ma- 
nifeſto for proteſtant aſcendency- and then the 
cabinet miniſter of England declares from the 
throne a contrary principle and the friends of 
the miniſter in this houſe, are now the loudeſt to 
declare that body of people fit objects for parlia- 
mentary indulgence, whom in the laſt ſeſſion of 
parliament, in the courſe of the ſummer, through 
the country they had denounced as men inimical 
to the conſtitution and unfit for proteſtant con- 
fidence - What other concluſion can be deduced 
from this but that the diviſion of the people was 
the object of the Britiſh miniſter, who while he 
was vlog his influence with the proteſtants in 


public to reſiſt the catholic claims, was telling the 
| catholics 
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catholic in private, that it was not to the gene- 
roſity of a proteſtant parliament he had any thing 
to hope but that any favour he had to expect he 
muſt only through the influence of the mi- 
niſter in this houſe? Therefore it is in order to 
prevent in future ſuch things, and to cut up by 
the roots all the powers and all the ſtratagems of 
the Britiſh miniſter for dividing the people of this 
country I called upon the magnanimity of the 
proteſlant parliament of Ireland, to give the ca- 
tholic every thing it had to give with liberality and 
confidence, - to admit them to a full participation 
in the rights of the conſtitution, and thus to bind 
their gratitude and their attachments to their 
proteſtant fellow- ſubjects, and teach them to con- 
template their redemption in the influence of any 
Engliſh miniſter.. a- Lets 
Mr. Hobart Sir, the hon. member has ſo par- 
ticularly alluded to me, that I feel myſelf called 
again ta trefpaſs on the attention of the houſe, — 
dir, with reſpect to the motives which induced 
e introduction of this bill, the hon. gentleman 
as taken much pains to animadvertupon the con- 
duct of adminiſtration, but his animadverſions 
are unfounded. He has accuſed them of — 
to gentlemen.— Sir, there are many gentlemen of 
high character who have voted on this queſtion 
who would deſpife any attempt of minifters to 
diftate to them; men, ſir, who are above ſuch 
ideas.— The hon. gentleman talks of men influ- 
enced by adminiſtration to fign the reſolutions of 
Tand . juries againſt this meaſure, and yet they 
ve ſince under the ſame influence voted for it. 
Sir, many of the hon. gentleman's own friends 
have done the ſame thing, who I am ſure he will 
not ſuſpect of influence, and of whom I have too 
high an opinion to ſuppoſe they would act = 


* 
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: e in a manner they did not think 
right. | SER | 
| With reſpect to the conduct of adminiſtration, 
which the hon. gentleman accuſed of privately 
re with the catholics, while they publicly 
ſpirited the proteſtant grand juries to oppoſe their 
claims, the charge is equally unfounded; but 
while he brings ſuch charges againſt us, he has 
himſelf a conduct not leſs extraordinary, in the 
faſtidious reſerve with which he one day with- 
holds himſelf from all communication whatever 
with the catholics, and the next he is all extrava- 
— profuſion in the indulgences he would grant 
them. e | 
As to the arguments that have been thrown out 
of the difficulties which will ariſe from a great 
increaſe of the numbers to poll at elections -I do 
confeſs | feel ſome difficulty on the ſubject ; but 
I know there are abilities in this houſe competent 
to remove the difficulty, and it may eaſily be ef- 
fected in ſome future election bill. But ſurely, 
fir, ſo great an object as the reſtoration of elec- 
tive franchiſe tothe catholic body of Ireland, ſhould 
not be rejected for a mere octennial inconveni- 
ence. * | 
Mr. Blake [of Ardfry,] oppoſed the amend- 
ment, becauſe it went to defeat the objects of 
— bill, which was to conciliate the roman catho- 
ICS, 
The hon. Mr. Maxell held this bill altogether 
the moſt raſh, impolitic and inconſiſtent meaſure 
ever propoſed in parliament ; it went to deprive 
the proteſtant of his rights without fatisfying the 
catholic: by it would be accompliſhed the de- 
ſtruction of that proteſtant aſcendancy which he 
was ſorry to ſee turned to ridicule in that houſe, 
even by thoſe who had laft year ſapported it with 
ſo much zeal and energy : it would deprive us of 
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the ſound part of the conſtitution and leave us to 
the ridiculous expedient of entrenching behind 
the rotten part. It gave to the roman catholic a 
weight of power in the ſtate, which as men 
governed by the common paſſions, and ambitious 
of human nature they would not fail of converting 
to their own aggrandizement and to the erection 
of a roman catholic aſcendancy on the ruins of 
the proteſtant. It had bcen ſaid, that/the proteſ- 
tant mind on this ſubject had greatly changed 
fince the laſt ſeſſion He was ready to admit chat 
the minds of proteſtant diſſenters, and men of 
republican principles had changed, becauſe it an- 
ſwered their views; but he was ſure the minds 
of the proteſtants of the church of Ireland had 
not change don the contrary he ſincerely believ- 
ed they viewed the proceedings of the houſe in 
this buſineſs in the ſilent agony of deſpair, and 
did moſt ardently deprecate a meaſure brought- 
into that houſe contrary to their conſent, at the 
omnipotent fiat of a Britiſh miniſter, who by this 
bill affected to ſay, he would raze the penal code 
with the ground and out of its ruins erect a bar- 
rier for the defence of his influence 1n-this-coun- 
try. The bill ſhewed the proteſtant he was betray- 
ed and the catholic he was not truſted: and, thus 
it kept up that principle of diviſion in this coun- 
try which it had always been the policy of Engliſh 
miniſters to ſupport, He reproved the vanity of 
both ſides of the houſe in bidding againſt each 
other for.catholic favour, and he was confident 
the cathokic would more highly reſpect their old 
and ſteady friends who yielded with caution to 
their claims, than thoſe who oppoſed them on all 
former occaſions, and were now for raſhly grant- 
ing every thing to their paſſions, without any 
circumſpection or regard to conſequences.— He 
accuſed the framers of the bill with betraying the 


Pproteſtants of Ireland, and he regretted the miſ- 
| | fortune 
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fortune of Ireland, that thoſe who had moſt ſway 
in the government had no ſtake in the country 
that having no property in the ſtate-veſlel, they 
might when they choſe abandon the helm, and 
leave the unfortunate crew to the mercy of the 
ſtorm. | ” bs 
Hon. Mr. Stewart objected to the clauſe [that 
granting the franchiſe], becauſe he thought it was 
neither ſafe to the conſtitution, nor calculated to 
promote union. The clauſe went to create ſuch a 
number of freeholders as would make the electors 
of ſome counties 100,000, It would, in ſuch a 
caſe, be nearly impoſſible to hold county elections 
at all. The conceſſion would not fatisfy the ca- 
tholics, becauſe it did not give them, at the pre- 
ſent, any conſiderable ſhare of political power, 
though it gave them, what, at a future day, when 
a reform ſhould take place, would enable them to 
attain whatever elſe they might think proper. The 
- bill gave to the catholics the majority of the con- 
ſtituency of the kingdom; conſiſtently, therefore, 
the whole ſuperſtructure of the government ſhould 
be made catholic; if not, there would be the ab- 
ſurdity of a proteſtant ſuperſtructure ſtanding on 
a catholic baſe. | | 
He lamented the religious diflentions that exiſt- 
ed in which this country, numbers being all at 
one fide, and every quality for good government 
on the other. | 15 
He ſtated two reaſons on which the excluſion of 
a body of men from political power may be juſti- 
fied, 1ſt, when it would be inconſiſtent with the 
eſtabliſhed government, they ſhould have the 
power ;—2d, when there were two contending 
parties. As to the firſt, the catholics, he thought, 
were not, could not be friendly to a proteſtant 
church eſtabliſhment, which he conſidered as'one 
of the chief props of the throne. He * 
| | m 
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from major Hobart on the fafety of theſe concefli- 
ons, ſo long as we fhould have a proteſtant king; 
for what power could the crown poſſeſs, if the 
legiſlative aflembly ſhould be catholics, and have 
a power of refuſing the fupplies. 

The fecond reaſon, alſo, he conceived tro 
to apply to the catholics;—for the gle was 
now between them and the proteſtants for politi- 
cal power.—Let only the apple of contention be 
thrown between them, and a conteſt will be ex- 
cited which could never have exiſtence if the pow - 
er remained veſted in one party. t 

A confuſion of the ideas of political and of ci- 
vil rights had been very common throughout the 
diſcuflion of this bill—civil rights the catholies 
were in poſſeſſion of, and political rights cannot 
be the peculiar poſſeſſion of any—he exemplified 
England, in which there were nine millions: of 
proteſtants and yet only about 1 50,000, had votes 
their political power was confined to few, and 
thus it might always be exerted with better effect. 

Mr. D. Latouche Sir, I have fat here now above 
thirty years, as independent a man as any that 
ſits in any houſe of parliament,—T belong not to 
adminiſtration, nor never ſhall; I belong not to 
oppoſition, nor never ſhalt: I vote with both 
when I think they are acting for the public good, 
and 1 vote againſt both when they are not doing ſo: 
I fit here under the controul alone, of perhaps 2 
very weak and erroneous underſtanding; but I 
will aim a well intentioned and upright one. 
This I have always conſidered to be doing my du - 
ty, as an honeſt member of parliament, and as 
an honeſt man, —and whilſt I do ſo, I as little fear 
three million of men making a demand, which I 
am · determined to reſiſt, as I ould the moſt con- 
tomptible individual, who might have dared to 
throw out an intimidation. Sir, have _— wy 

_ | whole 
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whole Hife Je in habjth of intercourſe and friend- 
p with t roman catholics of Treland, and 
e pave been fortunate enough to have 


Pagat oppertanity of ſerving them: I never made 


4 —— between roman catholic and rotel- 
t poſſeſs ſome valuable intereſts in the city 
An 79600 of Dublin, and in two other counties 
f Ireland, where 1 found a large roman catholic 
tenantry; —1 have never à man of them. 
T have voted for every relaxation of the popery 
laws, and for every benefit conferred upon tlie 
roman catholics of Ireland; ſince ever I have had 
a ſeat in this houſe; and i any thing ſtill remains 
to de done, neceſſary for their comfort and hap- 
| . I am ready to give my feeble ſu tot; | 
butt fir; Theredeclare, that whenever they bring 
forward any meaſbte; that may poſſibly tend to 
trench upon the proteſtant — and our 
happy conſtitution i in church and ſtate, I ſhall re- 
it 21 10 particularly, T do fay, that I ſhall not vote 
for an unqualified chiſe to be granted 
to the roman catholics; nor for their having a ſeat 
in this houſe, becauſe I chink that would not only 
tend to ſubvert} but would actually be ſubverſive 
of both our religion afid" our laws.—Sir, I have 
watched with Wale felt ſatisfaction, the 1 | 
o as 


EE of this country, and the more { 
law the 


roman catholic walking hand in hand with 


proteRapt in that proſperity; but ſorry ami 
now to find that the conduct of miſled and miſta- 
ken men, has interrupted that p proſperity; for ſir, 


55 interru tion of ty is had if not 
| 1 1 its ef A, 1 well know, Si I af-. 


11 2 2 , that choſe dangerous doctrines of 
reformation, and innovation; ſo carefully diſſemi- 


throug this coun for thi ome time 
13 = ol ſpeculative men, 


we moſt materially inſured, both ie landed.and 
commercial 
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commercial intereſts of Ireland. haye 
given a very deep wound indeed” 0 FIG, dit of 
this country, and ham SS ns 
ſomething be done. to put a 2 eir == 
they will be attended with ſerious: and 
miſchiefs to Ireland. I ſhall treſpaſs no further on 
— tience, nor on that of he bouſs. but ſhall 
down, on reſervin ng 5 myſelf a N 
0 at hr upon; and 
fork bade fay, thathaveneverheard 
R. Hon. Jabs Fofer laid, whey oY 
ed inte this houſe for changing 
under which we have lived in 1 an 
perity, and under which we have. ſeen this £i 
. 10,0 828 ch twacs, D 
A — — d th K en Ha wagon 
and in ond the mo 
pectation o its warmeſt advocates ;. 5 n f. 
change has been ſuggeſted to this Kingdom from 
abroad, without any internal. cauſe requiring its 
introduction, at a time of the moſt fect con- 
tent and unanimity, religious animolities at reſt, 
and every man contributing his induſtry and ex- 
ertions to the public weal—-little as he was in 
the habit of ſpeaking, he could not forbear to re- 


queſt the indulgence of the houſe while W "ha 
deliver his ſentiments on ſo great a ſubject. 


S He 


prof: 


ever, before he entered into it, he would - +2: 
ſome of the tranſactions of. laſt ſummer; this he 


' wiſhed to have angled, but the manner in which 
the conduct of gran 
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it "abſolute 
Fhad not only been proper, but 


their co 


| * and age, conſtitutional. | 


| Juggs e been, . 


x * 5 \ 
—— ot. is Rn. el. mot am en de c ooÞ a EL. EE 


o 
9 . 
Soon 


b.. 27. - COMMONS. 30 


Soon Ale ne Hig of blatt liſt ur. 
and after th Heuſe had almoſt unanimouſly re- 

Jon the*peation of the cachohcs, for granting 

ified franchiſe, 4 letter figned Edward Byrne, : 

bern circulated with a very ſuſpicious ſecrecy,” 
but was however publicly known before the ſum- 
mer afſizes; This letter was full of ſedition, he 
thought ſo from the moment he' firſt ſaw it, and 
he thought ſo ſtill, It told the catholics they were 
flaves there can be no ſlaves, if there be ho ty-' 
rant. To whom did it mean chat they were 
fa$#% To the proteſtants, who were then point- 
ed ont to them as tyrants and oppreſſors: an in- 
mation ſo notoriouſly falſe, that but for the re- 
mainder of the letter it might have paſſed unno- 
ticed. It next endeavoured to poiſon the catho- 
He mind a the 'proteſtant, by © aſſerting that 
man ca oli tenants were turned out of their 
ands to beggary to mike room for proteſtant free- 
holders.— He now ſpoke in the hearing of the 
. perty in the king. 
don ed to knowledge whe; 
duch aſſertion was founded in fact, pt any 
| ene. Ireland. —It was not; and he would an- 
wer for the county in which he lived, andwhich 
he had the honor of repreſenting, chat no man 
in it, made any diſtinction among his tenants for 
igious opinions, nor did he ever hear or 
believe, that any one catholic was ever turned _ ; 

of his farm to make room for 2 

letter with a view to further inflammation, . — 


them, they are not ſecure of an impartial admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, thereby ſu g, that 
doth grand and petty juries were {o bigotted, ſo _ 


8 of their oaths, and magiſtrates ſo cor- 
pt, that no impartial juſtice could he expected 
| them, and that a change of the law was ef: 

Anti + their mg For what purpoſe was 2 


ſtatement 
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ſtatement ſo notoriouſſy falſe made: 
but to miſlead and inflame the papil 
their diſcontent againſt the proteſiants,. and fir 
their paſſions to ſupport a parliament of their own, 
which it was the great object of the letter to cot 
vene, and to convene. in a manner the moſt 
noxious, after the French model and on 1 
principles: : a convention which! was to paſs 
— to paſs by the 8505 FR 
— petition to the throup by ae 
their own —as if they would ts y to his majeſty, 
you can put ug confidence in — 4 
nor in your Iriſh government, ep aye 24 
wrong, we only can tell you the wiſhes, of the 
nation, we are the proper judges of what oght 
to de the conſtitution; Some gentlemen | 
ſerted the legality of their convention; 
tended; not to much (kill in law or knowle 
the conſtitution, but he 3 1 bob 
ANA 1 on Of figs eee 
it before t to be an meeting.— 
o_ * had ſeen opinions to th ek one of 
2 Is 5's Bye or. on he had the 
BED a lay and a ** but the 
was ſh nor were the anſwers 
na to *** He would not ſay 
| — the catholics or arty x dien, had nota right 
= meet and 27 * . e or 
uties to moajeity, .or guſe o 
. * agreed Kt e fulleſt extent, Lat 
was ney the plan of the convention; it was 
— to be 18150 Go one particular object, but 
Ae Body, 5 to; watch over the intereſts 
of à claſs of his de 8 ſubjects. r 
pect it partook N 4 Parliament; 
took upon on ele the duties of Parliament, 
could not be juſtified in a country where 
ment formed * of the conſtitytion, That it 
Coe embraced 


A * TT 


5 en, EIN Ms one, is FE for 
the attendance x" itymembery was expreſaly Rat- 
ed not to be required except on 4 Fa occg pt 
would 2 in defence juries, 
thatby. a britiſh law paſſed at 95 = oration, n 
* for a change in the conſtitution ſhall 6 
Wee by more chan a certain number, unleſs pre 
r = 
jury: .1o ies have been there, deemed 
proper _—_— to — * of ſuch petitions; and 
Fat is the declared conſtitution, i in Great · Britain, 
cannot be deemed unconſtitutional or improper 
here. The grand juries were then called on con- 
Ritutionally to notice the letter, and even as 
country gentlemen, they had a right, and did 
l 8 it ny duty, to 2 its ſeditious ſlan far, 1 M. 
a bo, fuppor} the ſenſe of this houſe, whic 
5 ard Byrne endeavoured by a counter . 
tion to overturn. For this conduct they have 
been repreſented as impeaching all the catholics 
of l her animadverted on Mr. Byrne's 


ops letteþ ons ; and 1 believe th all did, I know 


ury of Louth did, ngu iſh between 
— and — catholics at large, whoſe loyalty and 
4 ſenſe they expreſsly re ied on for dilappoint- 
the ſeditious views of that letter—an =, 

1 man wiſhed more than he did to avoid 

ſonal reflection, and as he had mentioned 
Edyard Byrne, he felt it a juſtice to declare that 
he knew him perſonally to be a man of worth 
that if any © the laws he had ever introduced 
were ſeryiceable to the trade of this kingdom, he 
Jas much indebted for them to the clear and 
ſound information he received from that gentle- 
man—He believed him a moſt ſincere friend to 
the , of Ireland, but when he acted as a 
. as 2 miniſter for N he * 


0 
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ſtill ſay he thought him . 
totally condemn his condu dt 
Having thus vingicated the grand juries, he re- 
turned to the queſtion before the committee, 
which was the clauſe for granting the elective 
franchiſe to the catholics, this they demanded as 
2 right, and many gentlemen in the curſe of de- 
bate had talked of it, as a veſtitution of a right, 
not a favor. If it were a right, all” debate on its 
licy muſt be needleſs, for we could not with- 
Fold it. He would therefore conſider it in that 
view, and he truſted he ſhould convince them it 
could not be claimed as a righllt. 
Perſons who call it a right, don't diſtinguiſh be. 
tween the real right of the ſubject this af 
foamed" right. Every fubje& has a right to be 
bound only by thoſe laws, and to pay only thoſe 
taxes which are agreed to by the repreſentative 
body of the people; —that body is the repreſenta- 
tive of electors and non. electors equally ; but the 
mode in which that repreſentative body ſhall be 
appointed, and who ſhall ſhare in that appoint- 
ment, has ever been regulated, aſcertained and 
reſtrained by law. There is an abſurdity in ſup- 
ſiug that every individual has a right to elect; 
if ſo, it extends equally to all; it was prior to all 
law, and the whole practice of the Britiſh confi; 
tution has been an uſurpati ag. 
An act of Henry VI. limited the right of free- 
8 voting to ſuch as had forty ſhillings a year. 
If an Inherent right exiſted, the legiſlature could 
not have ſo modiſied and narrowed it, but they 
did ſo, and the law has been acquieſced in for 
centuries in both kingdoms. ff it was not a com- 
mon right then, it certainly cannot become ſo 
now. The regiſtry act he mentioned alfo, as an 
inſtance whereby freeholders under ten pounds, 
were excluded from voting, unleſs they perform- 


* 


60 certain ſons; 3 ins, | hank 8 che 
hw. which totally prevents the, exerciſe of the 


franchiſe, at the time when, it 1s moſt 8 
and can be of moſt uſe at the time when a Va- 


with momentous ſubjects be-. 


cancy takes place, 
fort parliament, and when individuals * wiſh 
be havea ſhare i = * 4 choice. The law won't Ken 

Wan man at time to procure a power 
votin for he mult de pollelſr ix won be- | 
fore cy ; it even prevents his voting un- 
leſs he 25 at he did not procure his vote on 
purpoſe to qualify him to vote at that election. 
| Bath in inſtance of reſtraint is in the 2h 0 
of revenue officers in England from. yoting, . 
who could not be excluded, if their ri een 
inherent, ount to parliament, and 1 
ſeems hard to deprive, of a franchiſe, for devot- 
ing their time, and their health, io the ſervice of 
ts ublick. But if che right was inherent, wh) 
28 female part of the community ex a 

they conſtitute one half of the people, the un- 
8 part of them cannot be ſuppoſed under 
influence, and they poſſeſs as good ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding as we do. The conſtitutional ground, 
on which all theſe regulations proceed, is-that the 
law reſtrains all thoſe who ought in reaſon, to 
be deemed - unfit to vote, either from want of 
ee 3 Ber r e | 

ing i d ff to the influence o others, 

as oped, freeholders under forty ſhillings, 
and revenue officers, or from not givin 
teſts of attachment to the conſtitution, which the. 
laws deem neceffary for the ſafety of - 
before any perſons ſhould be admitted into its 
fund, a8 roman catholics, who do not ac- 
knowledge the king, to be the head of the church. 
In En Gad the catholics are not, he allowed, 


deprived F this right by name, but by implica-, 


tian, 


thoſe - 


= 4 


ws 


1 | | n 6 
or COnn's33. Fes. 25. 


Hate, and who G not . 
- to be ſypreme in ſpi itpal as well as « risch 


0 
8 ot 215 N alete and relied rs that the ca- 


erciſed the ri right of franchiſe," until 
1 7 5 of def Sec. 1 This was not the füct, for 


by every 2 he could make, they never $50 


pay age ſince therevolption, and he would pr 
om the journals whi ; gave the beſt evidence 


the practice and the uſage of parliament. 
eee d the. 1 6 19 are! mn 1 928 de 
ni. con papiſts onght to de exclud- 
e of voting; hie mien ſtated, that 
nrg their Tight, came in eſtion, on the pe- 
5 of Mr. Cuffe, for Traſh Own, the proceed 
y; and the 


on which Were Tepo al 
le * ak ib papiſts, had offered for Mr. 
W. ey were admitted, he was duly 
n alled dged, chat he refuſed ' them 
PP „that they had been before 
refuſe a 55 and nd had not "hated for Pony ars.' 


ks plug roduced by, the'pe itigger be ve 
: vated (ang but 105 of 12 lime. b 


ve be, luded fi n 
1 1a 5 fin ing vie 105 —5 
4% vote, an had 


ll 00 ice the in NP 4 ag wh att. 
WE ep produced to he th 7 hag ever Tok, 
| av 


WK be ſuppoſed, ul been g 
e A debate enſued in the 1 | 
. mittee 2 papiſts had votes or 4055 an age 
efolved the ſittipg member was , dy 
7 declaring papiſts is had, no A. 120 

| Ow 


{| 


Io Genn A wa 
records clearly ſhew the uſage from the reyoluti. | 


on, and there is not any other entry on the jour 
nals which reſpects the ſubject, or which hews 


they ever had been allowed to yote. 


The preamble of the ad. of Anne, thews clear. | 


ly the intent of the legiſlature, was to exclude 
hem, and for provenGog, pipiſts having it in 


<« their power to breed 


1 


which they ſay was the firſt that excluded them, 
ſays in its preamble and for the better prevent- 
„ ing papiſts from voting &c.“ as if it were a 


known fact, that they were before excluded, but 


ſome further regulation was neceſſary to enforce 
it. All theſe authorities juſtiſied his aſſertion, 
that they did not exerciſe che franchiſe, ſince the 


revolution and prove the point as fully as any ne- 


rj can be proved, particularly when it is con- 


dered, that a reſolution of the houſe of com- 
mons, in thoſe days, directed all matters of elec- 


e 


He recurred back to two inſtances he had omit- 
ted, copyholders and leſſees for years; the former 
conſtitute a great body of the landholders of Eng- 
land, and the tenure is in fact perpetual; but by . 


very little better than a fiction, they are excluded 


upon the idea, that nominally they hold at will. 


Leſſees for years, are a numerous claſs, and there 
ſeems a great ſtretch, of ſpeculative reaſoning, to 
ſay that a man poſſeſſed of land, for 999 years, is 
not as independent a voter, as he whoſe intereſt 


depends on a decayed life; almoſt all the biſhops 
land, and much corporation lands can produce 


no voters on the {ame principle, being all demiſed 


for years. Some gentlemen had ſaid that copy- 


| holders and tenants for years, may acquire free- 


holds in other places, but the papiſt, cannot ex- 
8 1 erciſe 


5 | . diſſentions, among pro- 
+ teſtants, by voting at elections, of members 
« of parliament, &c.” Even the act of Geo. II. 


414 G He Phy, 49. 
<a a Ae gg g lis religions 
teticts, If chis argument 2 eight, it is ſalt 
in favor of women, the papiſt incapsci- 
imſelf by adopting the tchets which diſable 


— but Women, while che reſtraint continues, 
are ĩ acitated by the'a& of God, the one may 


by conformity acquire the right the other's inca· 

pacit is phyſically nen, d nent | 
ern, She of thoſe Senden, ebe ls by af- 
1 much. 


ng thus cleared the queſtion of . out 
of the: the ny. and ſhewn tllat the catholics, could 
not demand this franchiſe, is à right, the com- 
mittee was at fiberty to difcuſs whether it be poli- 
tic or not, to grant it to them as a favor. = 
Im every thing which had'hitherto been gra nted 
to them, . 3 He en | 
them pro ecurity 
ez e 7 equal fecurity for — 
civil fiberty, and every thing which RH Et 
their cafe, their happmeſs and perſomal welfare, 
but he would draw a line round the conſtitution, 
within which He would not admit them, while 
oe 7 op he would not fay koftite, bat 
certainly not as Really ov" che 
thoſe of Ws 
church and ſtate, were 8 rags 
that roma catholics avowe. ; 
could be as friendly to the other, or Abched 4 
a conftitution founded on both; and ohe | 
; whereof was the infe; arable union "both. 
4 5 ſay that tlie p „ natural and ine vita · 
ble conſequence of :fmittine dem them, within tlie 
re the conftitttion would be the deſtruction 
the churck eſtabliſkmetit, and he would de- 


wake d condlion, ſtep, . - 
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longing nm nota 


It is yan 0 imagine, that admiſſion to the elec- 
; bj woja $6.0 does not draw with it the right of 
Fo it will follow 4 pow MEN chuſe 
it or not, for upon what ground can you lay men 
koh fit to. be electors, and unfit to he elected. It 
been urged indeed, that a different qualifica- 
tion 9 5 and that it was ſo in 
and probably would be ſoon fo here, but admit- 
ting it even 10 be ſo, it e no difference in the 
argument, for the neee both were of the 
nature, differing only in the amount of the 
— 3 and not in any conſideration ariſing from 
their opinions political attachment, or perſonal 
Mak. admitting them to be cle& 
| to c Orrs, you 
mul low hem th right of being elected, and 
aſe ve them ſeats in this houſe, upon what prig- 
128 u give them a ſeat in the one houſe, 
a reſi 0, em en ag. 0d — 
one common ſen n you 
== poſſeſſion of a full participation in the 
giſlature. The next ſep to the s of civil 
and military power inevitably follows. Ton can- 
not {ay, that men whom you allow to be qualified 
far legiſlation, are unfit to be truſted with the 
execution of thoſe laws they join in forming. 
No; ſuch a refuſal would be abſurd, .in ſpecula- 
tion, and. Dante in practice, 2 then 
to every truſt and power in the ſtate, legillative 
and executive, do you think they would not feel 
their degraded, while they remained ſubar- 
Ghats ond they reſt content, when there 
between the proteſtant and 


uality 
| catholic E Ir that there ſhould be a 
| any gy e 23 the prote 


e [—He was not arguing. 
on 
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on wild methaphyfical ſpeculations; he argued 
from human nature, from the common workings 
of the feelings and paſſions of men, from what 
proteſtants would do and had done, and what he 
Fimſelf would do were he a catholic, in the fame 


 fituation.—Catholics would never bear to ſee 
the clergy, of the minority, which the proteſ- 
tant would then be, exalted by dignities, and 
ſupported in affluence and ſplendor, while theirs 
had neither honors, nor maintenance; they could 
not be content to ſee the clergy, who adminiſter- 
ed to them the duties of their religion, ſunk in 
poverty, while the clergy of a church, to whom 
they had long been obliged to contribute, with- 
out profiting by their labors, were enjoying all 
the benefits of a wealthy eſtabliſhment; ſubordi- 
nation to proteſtant power, had alone hitherto in- 
duced men to pay tithe, for ſupport of a clergy, 
whoſe ſpiritual affiſtance they rejected. Poſleſſed 
of power they would deem it but juſtice, to give 
tithe of catholic to catholic ; and we ſhould be at 
their mercy, whether they would allow the pro- 
teſtant miniſter, to receive even the tithe of his 
proteſtant pariſhoners ; they would naturally ſay, 
we have long paid tithe to men who never could 
make us any return of ſervice; we have main- 
tained a clergy whoſe doctrines, we cannot liſten 
= it is time for us to pay our own' clergy, and 
they might go further, we will put our in 
their places, the ſhall erk hea An 
they have long labored for without reward, and 
we will eſtabliſh our church, on the ruins of the 
proteſtant. - Such would naturally be their langu- 
age, and ſuch the fate of the proteſtant clergy, 
and the end of the proteſtant church in Ireland; 
when the church is gone the ſtate will ſoon fol- 
low; you cannot expect a proteſtant ſtate to ſub- 
{iſt without a proteſtant church, In poſſeſſion of 
| i power 


19 


. 


power, they muſt wiſh to make theirs the 3 | 


of the ſtate, and what would ſtand in their way? 
nothing but the Fing's coronation oath © to main- 
« tain the laws © | | 
* goſpel, and the reformed religion, eſtabliſhed 
„ by the law, to preſerve unto the biſhops, and 
„ clergy of this realm, and to the churches 
committed to their charge, all ſuch rights and 
„ privileges as by law, do or ſhall appertain to 
ET TOES, oO Tn We 
While a monarch fits on the throne, who has 
taken this oath, their church can never gain the 
aſcendancy; their object of courſe would be to 
have à ſqvereign who ſhould not be bound by it. 
I am perſuaded their loyalty and gratitude to 
his preſent majeſty, even were he to live half a 
century longer, would prevent their making any 
ſuch attempt during his reign; but ſurely it is na- 
tural to ſuppoſe, they would take the firſt oppor- 
tunity they could after, to obtain a monarch not 
barred by ſuch an oath from accompliſhing their 
wiſhes. That monarch could not be the Britiſh 
ſovereign : Britain would not alter the coronation 


oath at their deſire, and thus their intereſt, their 


withes, and their ambition, muſt lead them to 
look for another monarch; and thus would be ef- 


_ fected a complete and total ſeparation from Great 


Britain. Theſe conſequences flow ſo naturally 
from admitting this firſt inlet into the conſtitu- 
tion, that he could not diveſt his mind of them. 
It was painful to him to feel their weight, and 
extremely unpleaſant to him to mention them, he 
wiſhed to avoid it, but a queſtion of ſuch moment, 
could not be argued without looking. to all its 
conſequences; he had never weighed any ſubject 
ſo much, he looked on it in every view, he wiſh- 
ed to convince himſelf he was miſtaken; he till 
wiſhed it, and would from the bottom of his 


heart, 


God, the true profeſſion of the 


* 
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heart, thank any man, who would ſatisfy him he 
was in error, and remove bis apprehenſions; he 
had no diſlike to the catholics, he wiſhed to ſee 
no danger in a meaſure fo likel 205 to be adopted. 


but the train of reaſoning he had laid be- 
fore the houſe, exactly as 5 © had offered itſelf to 
his mind, had worked ſo ſtrong upon him, that 
his opinion remained unſhaken,—He was Nil 
more confirmed in it, by conſidering the circum- | 
ſtances of their clergy their oath of ordination 
bound them not as our monarch was bound mere- 
ly to maintain, but to extend and promoię (pro poll, 
he believed was the phraſe) the intereſts of their 
church. And all hiſtory concurred in proving 
their zeal ; they have ſent miſſionaries to propa- 
their religion at great expenſe, trouble and 
| or d, to almoſt every part o the world—exten- 
ſion of its Ker owers, is the duty of 
its n their 2 5 of life tao urge en to 
it; they are bound to 8 ſtrang 810 to all 
the comforts of domeſtic life n find 
no reſting place, their h 44 . not th 
ments of” love and of content, to engage ov oe⸗ 
cupy their mind, Human paſſions are ever alive; 
ove don't engage ns 22 ambition will; 94 
experience of ages, ſhew us the ambition of 
romiſh clergy, and when that ambition is fired by 
a religious zeal, and by the certain conſoquence 
of great temporal emolument and dignity, who. 
can ſay to what extent it not go their oath, 
their intereſt and their ambition, all concur in 
rouſing them to exert every power, and watc 
every 8 of effecting this change; and 
however unpleaſant to . to circum 
of which the authors ſeem 15 have repented, he 
cannot avoid, as it is ſo © apps ite to the n 
to notice how eagerly and es their 5 elates 
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ſhewed their ambition, by daiming their titles of 
archbiſhops and biſhops in their ſignatures to their 
. — the other day to this houſe, contrary to 
he exiſting laws, titles which they would not 
has prefumed"to have afferted, but from the in- 
fence of that ambitions zeal, which over-bore 
their r  foreſaw their own af- 
Iy in the very firſt dawn of ca- 

thoke 1 that they actually believed them- 
ſelves in the poſſeſſion of it. | 
But let it even be ſuppoſed that the overthrow 
of the proteſtant eſtabliſhment, the dethronement 
of the houſe of Hanover, and a total ſeparation 
from Great Britain, were not to be the inevitable 
conſequences of the meaſure in' debate, need he 
ſay, that there was ſtill another reaſon for refuſing 
the franchiſe as propoſed by the bill, that they 

themſelves were not in a ſituation to receive it. 

The utmoſt efforts of the election laws had been 
hardly fufficient to prevent perjury and avoid tu- 
— both theſe ſpecies of miſchief the admiſſion 
of catholtics would produce. Nothing tended 
more to' perjury than the want of knowledge of 
the nature of an oath; and their ſuperiors had 
their opinion as to the lower order of 
lics upon this point. In their petition to the 
throne (which by the way, he obſerved, was as 
imprudent a production as ever appeared from 
ſenfible- men, but which, as not material to his 
argument, he ſhould for the. prefent forbear far- 
ther conſidering) hoe th had ſtated that numbers of 
_ catholits 1 ry to famine, ſubmitted to 
oaths whe He rich Ty tſbelieved. at were 
theſe oaths which they *. difbelieved? The 
oaths of allegiunce and — cy. Were theſe 
the men whofe loyalty was fo highly praiſed, and 
who were to be admitted into the legiſlature? 
aut yet this is their character drawn by thoſe who 
ow 


mn IEEE K 
g * | 


know them beſt. Would men, who could in the | 


hour of coolneſs and reflection, take the oaths of 


| allegiance and ſupremacy which they utterly diſbe+, 


lieved heſitate in the heat and hurry of an NN 
to prefer bribery to perjury, and take oaths which 
were trifling, compared to thoſe which they had 
before taken and diſbelieved, —Oaths by Which 


they might perſuade themſelves they were gaining 


advocates in parliament for their religion? 


When their friends ſay, they think ſo lightly of 


an oath, as to prefer perjury to famine; gan you 


doubt they would take falſe oaths; where the 


advancement of their religion was ſuper: added to 
the avoidance of famine. He ſaid, he ſpoke not 
of them from his own ſurmiſe or opinion, he 
ſtated the opinion which their own body gave to 


the throne, and publiſhed to the world. Here 


he could not help obſerving what ideas the peti - 


tioners themſelves entertained of the conſtitution 
of parliament: in the laſt ſeſſion, this houſe had 


rejected the petition of the catholics for a qualified 


— 5h an almoſt unanimous reſolution; and 
W. 


how do theſe gentlemen act now? They don't 


come again to parliament, and pray it to take 


their caſe into conſideration. No; they pray his 
majeſty to uſe his influence with his parliament; 
they apply to the Britiſh miniſter againſt the ſenſe 
of this houſe, againſt the opinion expreſſed by 
every county almoſt in the kingdom, and do not 
ſcruple at endeavouring to procure an external 


influence upon this houſe. Are men with ſuch 
unconſtitutional ideas, fit to vote or ſit, or le- 


giſlate for this country? They ſet forth in the 
ſaid petition. that the elective franchiſe gives inſi- 


nite variety of advantages in protection and other- 


wiſe, thus, intimating unwarily, that they conſi - 


der it as proper to be applicd to other uſes, than 
the pure and uncorrupt ch 
3 | date ; 


vice of the fitteſt candi- 
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N 32 ireſs has den laid on three mil. 
lions, being excluded from franchiſe, and the pe- 
titioners deſire that it may be recommended to 


parliament; to obuiũer their numbers; This is 

rather a blameable- it is too like a 

threat; but they t wo: Kate, that of theſe 
are excluded as females; 


three millions} one 


that of theſe three millions, 2, 100% 0 *o-io. 


poor that they cannot contribute 4d. _ — 

to the of the ſtate without 

if we are do believe the return before 

and to argue from the reduction which —— ma- 

cers recommend to him in the duties of 

money, on the principle, that there are ſo 
many ſubjects in this on whom it would 

be a grievance to continue 2 tax amounting to 

Au. each: | They forgot or rather omitted to tell 

= es when they repreſented their loyalty, 

4 . deen who aer. 

leqdged his ſuprem 

knowledged it only in half, in his civil, but denied 


it aa his: eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction. © They ſhould 


y have faid, at the ſame; time, „ 


55 F the pro · 
teſtants, but wewdo not, nor will we ever acknow- 


| ledge you to have eccleſiaſtical -or . ſpiritual j 


dion over us as they do—and here he remark: 5 
eftants would be 


_ ed the ſtrange ſituation the prot 
left in, if-thas-bill paſſed. They 
the oath of ſupremacy, 

cher whoſe principles were to acknowledge the 


take none the loyal proteſtant is to take one 
oath more than the catholic; it might. operate as 
0 om ä to popery3 for if among 


* the 


* 


1 be loyal to the 
in che cle, and they ac- 


were ſtill to: tale 8 
tha catholic was not 


head were to take a teſt, While 
| _ thoſe whoſe principley were the contrary, were to 


counons 1 
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| — ſubjoRts.any Mhtaidrbb. found, who; | 
wu — 1 any bad bf the 
Are ae ee ih, N 
themalelyes tatholics. & rs alſo worthy uf 
here, that revenue Oſbrers were | 
4 franchiſe in EI beta they were 
ſappoſdd liahle to thei of their on Ari, 
tiſo — — 2 bit catholies. are to he bidmitted 
ted it here ho avour thtmſelven in ll. teclaſiaſti · 
ad ennceuns th be under the direct inſluence of a 


| „ 
e a Mg Nd 2 


ne proteſtant was! s'fupe- 
— in; number r the eatho- 
Do rbverſe ; and the kitver maſt behind in- 

n he did not exdeavour” 


to that xeforastwhickwouldi giv — 
ſtwence 00 numbers , amd whe ie from: | 


Eontult your — — Before yd venturovn 


uch an act will you to the!potitiantrs, 
I een = * 


4 


r — — 
| tation ; 
who uved in the North . 


ſway nh: pleaſure, for his 
ſemnd, and he was a true friend tithe conſtitu- 


d he en is il i 
his garden is 2 

de is à uſei enember, 4 — and a'good 
| —.— and on ſuch men a8 him, may che 
al the conſtitution often deperid---he Nd he had 
one conſideration to add to the 


The advocates for the 


5 el on chem much, — was never 


enemy, who! chreatned Our cats with allthe la- 
„ crudlty; he had 3 
8 u,. de did believe them 
| = lang, and chat they would not de- 
— or fail to ſupport it, «becauſe 


atdidlanger, Iuddenly to change laws which had 
Thee for acentary, If he could thirl of them 


* 1t 2 in 


forms 4 


vrone, — gs Ke — ; 
ed were 


tion. Did chey with! to force manutacuurers to 


| already: offered, and this Was from the preſont 
and circumſtances. 


the papkament did not chuſe in the time Gf wr 


* 


* 4 * 5 196 * & 
3” "IP , 
. : * * 
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wa PPP their friends repreſent them 
that argument, he ſhould fay it was deciſive agai 
— they were unmeriting of favor, — 
tally unfit to be truſted with any power 'whateyer 
iy” Kh is dwelt on as à motive, but will 
the bill conciliare ; Lou gave them much laſt 
- year for conciliation, did thank-you? No; 
they roſe in their demands and paſſed. you by:;»it 
is not in the nature/ of cny!bulier — 
look to full participation of power, to reſt ſatisfi- 
ed with 4 tial ſhare, they neven will be con- 
tented while any thing remains to be obtained. 
But what is Fn conciliation you wiſn · for? Not 
ha his majeſty for. their loyalty" there you ſay 
all doubt; if it be conciliation to their 
oteſtant brethren, do you think they will 
ary niſclyes obliged to them as the authors ß 
this grant? Will they receive it as a voluntary 
favour, moving from them? No? : you'know 
they did not originate it, you know it did not 
 _ originate in this deen there has been a race 
for the catholic, and ſuch of you a8 have entered 
the liſts have. been Gutrun. yeaſt} 
My right hon. friend, Major Hobart * an our 
relaxation laſt year, juſtiſied Britain in interfere . 
ing now, but our 2 then went only to 
put the catholic on equality with to pro- 
perty, protection and civil rights — this nel pow: 
a very different point, ta give him li 
ns but does our rejection of the catholic | 
22 do the reſolves Jof ell the counties in . 
ng | 


dom, imei the interference? Gentle- 
— have thanked the lriſſr miniſter for this 
meaſure ; . could not thank; him for it, tho”. 
he could for many others; for from his ſoul he 
conſidered it as the prelude: and certain forerun - 
ner of the overthrow of the proteſtant eſtabliſh- 
e Th e 
r „„ 114 590 14 0” EL HE | ＋ 


— 


a | 
3 


41 
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. firſt 20 rouſe this queſtion, anchored 


adviſed ; the country was in peace, thriving in 


manufactures, induſtry: and trade, public credit 


high, and revenues. ample; what is the caſe 


now, old animoſities are revived, money which = - 
was got then at 3; per cent. for the public, can, 


not nom be procured under 5j. if we may judge 
from the money bill; trade is hurt, 42 FE 
venues fallen,, and - induſtry deſtroyed by tu. | 

mult in many parts of Ireland; \ iſp change has 


not ariſen from French tranſactions; they have 9 8 
not been felt here, at leaſt not til very lately ?: 
it ariſes from the fears and agitations into Which * 


this kingdom, has been thrown by the roufing 
and ſupporting this claim But to return —if tio 
conciliate be your object, this meaſure will not 


anſwer; three millions of catholics are ſpoke of # 
to be conciliated, but you forget the one million 


of proteſtants, will you leave them contented by 
ſurrendering their rights and their eſtabliſhments f 
Will. the manner in'which the meaſure is 
and preſſed forward conciliate then ?—no—We 
are in that awkward and unhappy ſituation, that 
we cannot obtain conciliation, either by the paſſ. 
ing or rejecting the bill; pais it, you do not ful- 
fil the catholic wiſh, and you alarm the proteſ- 
tant, —reject it, and the catholic will complain of 
Don.. | 
” Having. gone lon, theſe arguments, be | 
ſhortly recapitwated them: I have ſhewn you 
that you are not bound. to giye franchiſe as 2 
right, that you cannot grant it as a favor, with- 
out. hazarding the overthrow of the proteſtant 
church, the — ſucceſſion, and our connex- 
ion with great Britain; that even if you could 
do it without ſuch hazard, the maſs of the catho 
tic; body, is unfit to exerciſe it, with ſafety ot ad- 
| +162 6h lat 8995 A * will 0 ca- 
It" 3 — i 


- Fry 7 7 | 


tholic, — for tha.warlk ſpecies of re-. 
form, where numbers. and not „art to in. 
ucnoe; tht if eel auen der no weight, 
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fill you are but truſtees for your 
and cannot furrender their 1 without their 
_— leave, which you have not obtained. 

if you had their leave, the times, the cir- 
cumitances of intimidetion, 1 
miniſtry and impracticability of congiliation,would 


all rendlur the meaſure unwiſe in the etreme. 


And here he called on thoſe ho repraſent north - 
ern counties; you have heard the proteſtant 
mind is changed there, but you cannot know it 
for che fact is not fo, the grand juries and raſpect- 
adle meetings have declared againſt the meaſure, 
ſome few ſmal bodics afleinbled without. autho. 
rity ;give 2 contrary .opimon. Do you; believe 
even h, fow with. 3 from conviction of 
its policy ? very far other wate, they: er 
che cathlic for he e 20 which they 
Jv aha" mere ng gad if — 


Fe wr Fly, folly, pram det you had nei- 
that repreſentatives 


ought 10 F He next called on theſe who 
Egned or ſundtoned by their preſenoe at 
grand pes op cov or county meetings à diſa roba- 

Wat has fince 
to change your Re not the imprudence and 
aſperity: Lede catholic: proceedings; not-the:in- 
zerference of the Britiſh miniſtry, in direct oppo- 
fition to your: ayn;ſentiments/; not the threats af 
nurnbers/ for you are above intimidation, but-you 


f 


ure ted the proteſtant mind has Heid. * 1 at - 


Jow:-profpect.of war, aa fear of trod at home 
my have operated upon à few, and particularly 
in Dublin, here the want of diſcouut aud fall f 
Kocks Alaum ſome [timid traders; but I cannot 
Delie vr it id changed in the country, becauſe as 


dos bat imured tlie 
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fir as 1 Shear, or have heard, it is c te the re 
Sn gur „ Lan- 
fer, they +. many Dlahoads to e 
this pas Av y miſrepreſent 
real ſentiments and 72 If there be any in 
the houſe, who even entertaiti a doubt cke po- 
licy or ſaſety of the meaſure, he ſaid, that in wiſ- 
dom, they muſt now vote againſt it, it was of 2 
hature that it never could e 
might at any time embrace it wich equal 
wen thoſe donhts ſhould ceaſe. ''He urged t 
all to poſipone the bill till after the-aflines,. to con- 
falt their conſtituents in the menn time and then 
they cculd on ſecure 3. He en- 
treated the earneſtly to conſider that ng 
| eopazry 54s err lol by firmneſs, many have been 
A en ee 
upport jit, and it upport you, you are 
ferong enough to maintain i it;  thew. that neither 
the Britiſh miniſter, nor any Brits power, thall 
ever, make vou 'change-i it. A conſtitution, to con- 
clude- in the 1 Fahey lend patriot | 
4s ever lived. -. 


48 ob , fo miuth-bhod ! * 
"i e g — 
1 'Bur pig anfe i to your chin 


fa! to major Hobart 

_ not ay the diſcuſſion A dt mii | 
kingdam,. it n= dhe firſt 
Rirring of it; and he diſſered from him from the 
hey poem mat mentioned, beeauſe he ſaw'3t 

proteſtant eſtabliſmmment. 

e dien eo Emo? i was ance Rirred, 
1 od, chat the right hon. nden dm 
rep juſtice: to roco A e en tha 2 5 che 
66— — AE cage" 
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ed a full and ample diſcuſſion then; og epery 475 
ticle of them; and finally to tell the cathölics, 

What we could relax, and what we could- not 
relax; as the moſt many and ſatisfactory mode 


Sf proceeding. 


He never blamed che Iriſh government, nor 
did Ke blame them now z they could not ac 
bthérwiſe; the meaſure began in Britain, but 
he ſhonld never ceaſe to think it was extreme 
folly, or indiſcretion in the Britiſh minliſtfy, to 

rouſe the queſtion here. He would add, that 
much as he feared its fatal conſi juenees, and 
much as he oppoſed it, yet, ſhould it paſs into 2 
hw, it 5 5 then be his duty, from that mo- 
ment, to his own opinions, to embrace 
it. as the w of the land, and do every thing 
that an individual could do to render 1 bene · 


5 ficial and effectual. 


Colonel Coryngham Was decidedly 2 * the 
admiſſion of BE. freeho ders. 5 gan 
8 Blaquiers deprecated the preſent bill ir 
toto, us finally aeftrudtive to proteſtant intereſt, 
. ant couſtitution, proteſtant monarchy, and 
the connexion of this country with great Britain. 
- Mr. Yau han Brooke Was decidedly a gainſt the 
extent of franchiſe propoſed by. the Gill: and de- 
cared that the houſe, by agreeing to ſuch 4 rhea- 
ſure, would gn the Siege: warrant of the __ 
tution. 
Mr. randalu⸗ ſpoks aps inſt the bill, quid con- 
cluded by moving an 3 chat 10l. be the 
8 inftead of 201; per annum, > TRE | 
e 10001. perfonal property be left oft,” 
Mx. Baywell' was for limiting tlie Nene to 
ten pound frecholders.- He had ſtood two con- 
teſted elections for ſouthern counties; and had 
experienced the diſadvantages of a multiplicity of 


enn and he Was EAR ag mart 
c c 
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_ the expenſe of a canvas or a conteſt, if the forty. 
ſhilling. freeholders-were to give franchiſe to the 
roman catholics.  _ 1 5 
The right hon. Mr. Ogle ſaid, he verily believed 
this was the laſt time he ſhould open his lips in 
that houſe, but he would now once for all declare 
that he thought the bill unconſtitutional in prin- 
_ ciplez inadequate to the ends propoſed, aud dan- 
gerous on experiment, and therefore he conſider- 
ed it his duty as the repreſentative of a proteſtant 
county, to oppoſe it with all the might he could, 
and to return inviolate into their hands the truſt 
they had repoſed in his. He now perceived how 
ever the bill was determined on, and therefore he 
conſidered the conſtitution ſubverted, and that 
houſe would ere long rue the proceedings of this 
day. You are now, ſaid he, about to throw your - 
ſelves into the arms of a Britiſh miniſter, who will 
let you ſtruggle Long, yourſelves *till you are 
quite exhauſted, and then reduce your country: 
to his perpetnal power. I feel peculiar, pain in 
this night taking my leave of this houſe, and the. 
proteſtant aſcendancy in this country; that dear, 
dear old friend of mine, which I loved better than 
my life, and over which I now hang with grief as 
over the death-bed of an expiring parent—I now 
perceive tis fallen to riſe no more; and I now 
declare to God, if this bill ſhould paſs into a law, 
if all the roman catholics, and all the proteſtants 
of this country were to elect me as their repre-. 
ſentative, I would never again ſet my foot within 
. | as Wu, 
Sir Jobn Blaquiere ſaid, if he had had the miſ- 
fortune of ſpeaking ſooner in the debate, the im- 
preflion of what had been ſo cloquently and for- 
cibly delivered by their right hon, Speaker, had 
made ſuch an impreſſion on his mind, as very 
much to ſtagger his opinion: Having had time, 
EMC | Hers 2, 5 {8 however, 
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however, to recover his ſenſes, 24 6 wo 
| ———— kew was 
2 of opinion the bill ought to paſs. He 
3 
alterha of 
ing a 4 but of this he was convinced, there was 
no compariſon in the choice, and that the grant- 
ing to the roman catholics the franchiſe they de- 
ſired, was the moſt likely means of lang the 
happineſs and tranquility of the nation. 
Ir. Alexander regretted! that he muſt now 
4 minority he had {6 long ſupported: T 
2 forefaw, that to preſerve a proteſtant _ 
blilkrment in this country, IE. and perpe 
ſtanding army would be nevefary ; ; —_ 
that it was 2 by the power of Britiſh fleets and 
armies that Brie connexion with this country 
could henceforwatt be prefer ved 
The kon. F. H. Hutthinfan ſaid, that in the for- 
mer ſcages of this bill the meafure had been diſ- 
called with ſuch extraordinary ability, that it 
would be: ardonable in him to treſpaſs at any 
lengeh upon the time of the committee. 


7. 
8. 
de- 
ad- 
the 


at if the clauſe, whieh had been juſt read, 


| ſhould paſs, unkmited and unfettered, by any 
ſubſequent pro vilo, they were then about: to re- 
ett that fatal i policy which had fo long blaſted. our 


natural enexgies—a policy whoſe o riginal pur 
was to convert or to extermmate, but the effect 


of which had only been to divide the nation into 
two adverſe ſects to euflave one, and to weaken- 


bow. 
fpoke of two periods tliat which preceded, 
3 * which 185 
was not his intention to travel back into the hiſto- 
ry of thoſe times, he wiſhed that their recollection 
was gone and Joft for ever; and, he truſted, that 
| the nation would aceept that bill as the oblivious: 
antidote: 1 

e 


"i 


wed the revolution. It 


- 
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Hie would aſſume it as an irreſiſtible truth, chat 
our national ſtrength depended upon dur union; 
this propofition was proved by natural deducti- 
on, by every page of our hiſtory, and by the miſ. 

fortunes and diſgraces which overwhelmed 
the country. / Hy YES WY 

He ſaid, that the cauſes which originally gave 
_ gxcafion to the penal code had long ſince ceaſed to 
operate;<<the encreaſed liberality of the mind of 
man, aided by the lapſe of time, had difarmed 
the one, and put an end to the exiſtence of the 


other. That there was now no pretender to the 


crown ; the crime of diſaffection was no more in- 
putable the ſource and object which created that 
paſſion being for ever removed. n 
That the terrors of papal power continued no 
longer to agitate even the moſt foeble mind; that 
gave law to ſovereigus and their ſubjefts was now 
fallen, not funk from the human jeye=oyalliſh. 


ed with the ſuperſtition that gave it birth. The 
hoſtilities of reaſon had at laft prevailed over ſpi- 


ritual tyranny, the decay and downfall of which 
every enlightened. gbſerver muſt have contempla- 
ted with pecuhar ſatisfaction. | "1 

He faid, that the popery laws were not only ir- 
reconcileable with the ſpirit of a free governdnent, 
but that they had encreaſed the very evals they 
were intended to remedy : their firſt principle 
wasto force religivus conformity. That this en- 
_ deavour to coerce the opinions of men, having 
been found vain and ineffectual, had long fence 
deen abandoned, as an abſurd, and be might call 
it, a profane ſpeculation, That the mind of man, 


free # the tlement in which he lives, will not be 


confined ;the body may be enchained, but the 
fqul will expand itſelf, and, in deſpite of the vain 


efforts 
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efforts of human legiſlation, will aſſert its own 


native independence. 
2 ſaid, that ſome objections, and thoſe of 2 
ſerious nature, having been ſtated, he ſhould, 
4 wk the leave of 'the committee, conſider bow 
far they were founded, and endeavour to apply 
to them ſuch anſwers as had occurred to 
mind.— That thoſe who had oppoſed the meaſure, 
and he was happy to hire tos were very few 
in number, had pe er themſelves principally to 
- three grounds of argument, ic 
| ſought to: prove, that if the preſent bi wid 
paſs into a law, the probable conſequence would 
de to unſettle the property of the kingdom, ſub-" 
vert the eſtabliſhment of the church, and endan- 
the ſucceſſion of the crown. 
Jo the laſt of theſe politions, which _ been 
ood with much zeal aud Pertinacity, he would 
| in . lt ace apply his attention. 
catholics were 4s much intereſted 
| 9 — 3 the union of the cron of Ireland 
mi that of England as we were; they felt the 
benefits ariſing from that connection, they knew 
the ſtrength of this country depended upon it, 
and on that ſtrength is reſted che ien of cheir | 
operty as well as ours. 
That he conceived this ale of 3 con- 
* againſt them an unjuſt and unwarrantable 
attack, which was refuted by their uniform loyal. 
ty for more than a century paſt, during two re- 
bellions and five foreign wars; that it Rood an- 
ſwered and contradicted by our own experience, 
= the truth of hiſtory, and the language of our 
laws. 
le next adverted to the ne eee «hich : 
had been expreſſed, of 2 repeal of the act of ſettle- 
ment, and reprobated, in ſtrong terms, ag aſſerti: 


on which had been made 105 an hon. and learned 
manner 
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member [Dr. Duigenan] who had ſaid, that the 


catholics continued to ſettle upon the intermarri- 


age of their children, thoſe eſtates which had been 
forfeited in the reign of Charles the firſt. He ſaid 
that every man of the profeſſion of the law had 
heard the learned member with aſtoniſhment and 
ſhame. That one gentleman of great experience 


had riſen to contradict him, and that no one per- 


ſon had been found, among the zealous advocates 
againſt the bill, even to inſinuate an opinion that 

this ſtatement was founded in trutb. 

He obſerved that the wiſdom of that policy 

which we had adopted in 1778, had operated as 

à confirmation of theſe acts. That ſince that pe- 


riod it is univerſally underſtood the catholics very 


generally derive under them, and that he belie- 
ved no inſtance could be mentioned in which any 
one of that community had declined to purchaſe, 
becauſe the eſtate had been forfeited. That theſe 
laws were now become our common title, ſtrength- 


ened and confirmed by the revolution of more 


than a century. 


He truſted that the cry of danger upon this part 


of the ſubject, would not alarm any reaſonable man, 
when it was conſidered that the claims which have 
been talked of, could probably be traced but in 


few inſtances, and had to force their way againſt 


the whole eſtabliſhment of the property of the 


kingdom, againſt the ſtrength of Ireland, and the 


united oppoſition of the whole empire. 
With regard to thoſe fears which had been ex- 
preſſed for the church, he begged leave to ſay, that 
no man who heard him was more deſirous to pre- 
ſerve that eſtabliſhment+ than he was; that he 
thought it ought to be maintained in all its pro- 
ty, its privileges, and its dignities, and althou 
e never would ſubſcribe to the doctrine that the 


ſtate did in any ſort: depend upon the church, * 
TH | WF, IE HOES 2-1 ah 
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he conceived it to be indiſpenſably neteffary that 
the church ſhould be ft ey by the Nate. | 
That, perhaps, it might not be t to xeſt 
her intereſts in the giievances of her fellow. citi- 
zens, leſt it ſhould exaſperate reſentments, and 
thus prepare the feeds of misfortune at ſome fa- 
ture day. Much leſs was it judicious to endea- 
vour to prove that her eſtabliſhment was incon., 
ſiſtent with the ſecurity and the liberties of the 
great body of the people; that, for his part, he 
ould moſt reluctantly be convinced, that the ci- 
| vil rights of far the larger part of the inhabitants 
of this country, were not joſtly compatible with 
our eccleſiaſtical policy. And he obſerved altho? 
in the French monarchy it had been a fundamen- 
tal principle, that the date ſhould be curlolic, yet the 
edi& of Nantes, the repeal of which has been the 
fouree of ſo much -difgrace and calamity to that 
unfortunate country, had given tb the proteſtants 
not only an eccleſiaſtical but a complete civil eſta- 
bliſhment, and he was inchned to think that this 
repeal had, by exaſperating reſentments contribu- 
ted to the downfalt of that church. * 
He ſaid, he had thus endexvorred to prove 
that the principal -nts which had been urg'd 
againſt the bill had no juſt weight, and that he 
Was now come to a part of the ſubject, upon which 
he entered with great concern, and which he 
would cautiouſly have avoided, if he had not been 
forced into the diſcuſſion by ſome extraordinary 
aſſertions which had been made in the courſe of 
the debate. $01. 25 
An hon. ber ¶ Mr. A. Brown] had thought 
proper to ſay, that the bill was the offspring of 
terror, and not of ſyſtem, and that he conſiclered 
it as a conceſſion to armed petitioners. 1 
It was a juſtice due to the catholic body, to ex- 
amine the truth of this poſition ; and he 7 no 
+2) CORR ants, Gon ORE o ubt 
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doubt he ſhould be able to ſhew, that it was à ca- 
lumny as groundleſs and miſchievous as ever was 
uttered within the walls of parlament. It became 
neteſſary for him to bring to the recollection of 

the houſe, the circumſtances under which the bilt 
of the laſt year had paſſed, and thoſe events Which 


had taken place fince the concluſion of the ſeffion. 


Gentlemen would recollect, that during the pro- 
greſs of that bill, the great body of the catholics, 
acting by their committee, had preſented a peti- 
tion to parkament—lumble in its language and 
conſtitutional in its import. This petition was re- 
ceived—but afterwards, contrary to the uſual cuſ- 
tom of 3 had been taken off the table, 
and rejected by a large majority that during the 
debate upon this ion, the petitioners had been 
treated with ſome SINE he ——— 
norant of the ſentiments of the catholic body, — 
had not ſpoken their opinions. He mentioned 
what had paſſed upon this occafion, not for the 


purpoſe of condemning chat meaſure of which he 


much diſapproved, but to thew that it was the na- 
turat- and neceſſary caufe of thoſe' proceedings, 
which weve afterward taken by tlic  catholics— 
and that it would 9 appear, that ſo far 
from having formed the preſumptious idea of at- 
tempting to overawe 8 which was 
the charge now made by the hon. member, that 
on the contrary, every ſtep they took was diftated 
by reſpect for the legillature—a regard to conſti- 
tutional forms—and a ſolicitous deſire to pre- 
ſerve, inviolate, the public tranquillity ; that, as. 
ſoon. gs the ſeſſion cloſed, their firſt act was calcn- 
lated to conciliate the affections of every proteſt- 
ant in the community, by removing out of his 
mind thoſe doubts and prejudices which had been 
conceived againſt them, upon the ground of their- 

| ; i "religious 


; 
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religious tenets; that to obtain this deſirable end, 
they framed a declaration, conſiſting of nine arti- 
cles, by which they diſavowed all thoſe opinions 
ind doctrines, inimical to good order and govern- 
ment, which had been attributed to perſons of their 


nding; manifeſt any diſſ 
That having done this deli 


plan; through the means of which the unequivo- 


cal ſenſe of their whole body might be conveyed - 
to the legiſlature ;—and that for this purpoſe de- 


legates were elected by almoſt every town and 


county in the kingdom ta meet, in order to frame 
2 petition to parliament, the principal object of 
which was, to obtain a reſtoration of the elective 
franchiſe, and an equal participation in the trial 
by jury. He confeſſed, that the appearance of this 
plan had ereated much alarm, but, as he conceiv- 


ed, without any reaſonable foundation; that he had 
always conſidered it as perfectly conſtitutional, 


and had early, in the county in which he reſided, 


acted upon that opinion which was founded up- 


on the rights to the ſubject to petiton; a principle 
8 ] A ay 


which ought ever to be regarded as ſacr 


violable. That he ayow 


the inſpection. of the plan itſelf, aad the manner 
in which it had been carried into execution. 


He ſaid, he would not ſtate the reſolutions of 


the different grand juries, or what had paſſed at 


the meetings of ſeveral of the counties in conſe- 
quence of this plan; but would only remind the 


houſe, that their general tendency went to form a 


rpetual bar againſt the catholic, to all his pleas, 
and all his expectations and to exclude him for 


ever from the pale of the conſtitution. He wa 
8 


— 


ſuaſion; - that this conduct did not to his under- 
tion to intimidate. 
e and ſolemn act, 
they had, in the next place, proceeded to deviſe a 


his ſentiments and his 
conduct upon this occaſion with great ſatisfaction, 
becauſe he felt how fully vindicated they were by 


- 


| 


to controul and correct 
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| og not lament choſe 
T r 
were then en _cathglics, firm in the 
pufſnit of their object, had not yielded, even, to 
the authoritative opinions of thoſe very r 
8 bold to be intimidated, and too 


de ought proce became animated, not awed; We; 
ion at the foot of the throne, 


aud bac returned under the ſtamp of the royal 


both vo gw whoſe wiſe and benevo« 


1 we had now adopted that: com- 
Plants. Ro OR 
"hs Gd he nilinoe ineended to haves gone into 
the detail of the circumſtances which hel had ju 
ſtated ; dut he had 1 ht it neceſſary to do f . 
-unjuſtifiable aſſertion, 
that we were ielding to ARMED; petitioners ; as 
| he conceived. the charge conveyed an inſinuation 
contrary; to the truth of dangerous om 
& moſt. tory to the honour of 
ile bad great ſatisfaction in obſerving * the, 
- houſe was — deterred h y imaginary dangers, and 


AL cct of juſtice, and expiating the crimes of former 
legiſlatures. That the penal code, which that bill 
went to repeal, was altogether indefenſible, upon 
any principle either of moral juſtice, or national: 
wildom,. That, however, notwithſtanding all ita 
| cruel and pernigious policy, it had found pot on - 


ly advocates, but pene 8, n whom... 


| he had. heard ſome very extraordinary 
4 {he was convinced, muſt have been receiv+, 
ed with indignation by every man who loved the 
country, who 2 pag any good affections in has heart, 
or any ſenſe © 


ſtatements, he ſaid, did not 3 to be refuted, | 


and woke of Which he now 7 was of that 


number. Ny | EDS 
| r 9 po 


in 


eedings, becauſe th 
e — | 


the outcry, which had bei raiſed from doing an 


4 d decency in his mind; —ſome 


ö 1 p 4 2 ” 
- 4 4 8 4 
* \ $M 4 
. = 2 


I conmove A 


+ That kw majeſty had be e 2 


| thy meaſtue, = * it 5 ae 
125 affect | 
MIT an eft rp a 5 4 
d tn once cones; y K the 
man he HaGat Tuch un 'tHoAſefk interpoted, with 
thetal/of o TäbRg AY bigor; fo #irnofi- 


+ 1-9 rovivet Anataciiinr tö ] 


e hut ind f '*% 
| Abe eürned from with adhafrence, 
— bußhe not tb be repliett lo: He Who Had been! 
heard to vilify with foul invective, 2 eat᷑ b 
lope to impesch cher! \ 

ery"t6' dene be ace frat 
Ncopdt cg lHiamenr 3, to R it H e 
— —.— r d e op | 
q Ipirit of maligflſtyꝰand 5 5 
wiſh 5 4 es Tg Noe w 155 
ANA” Hörrick Lage" vas Ace es 
2924 ſpectacle for kit common RATE ee 
155 ik Hens 5 8 | 
ati8*the trium 21 5 Gren 3077 26% 2 mort ? 
„e qu ſtid Beit ne 0 patio Me Vardeſtur"w 


8 i erte en 4 2122 ae 
Achten e e 


Reon 269? 150 J 
Burn: Kos din on ife * 755 2 
uch K. tib od; as 8 
ert 0 ; wWiiowt's divifiei,” 
8 U 


ap pt li ng ft . 


Mr er amęenq . 
2 1 
* 


_ 

nene; which fe Adept gal d 2 
e e dei 
an ied leave to or EA oft” 1 5 
he ds a 790 134613 5 7 


Ir ©. 0 l 
7 IT 5 vT OM. PRA 
Wü! 3 + IC "7 "> „ 


289 * 1 
934 


* — 4 : | . | . : 
| * 1 r 
. 1 ” > 0 ; 
„ „ 
| F Es 4 Fur 
SR | - 
oP : F 

2 

* 8 e 

EF 8 Fa 

. 


21 won? , PID ni 17 rug T3 100 . 30g 

. 4 25 83 E: — 1. — 4 | 
33 e Cohrs, a 
Py Me ben in the Chair. f 
«Sy [5 eh oh £28 2467 
K e Provided. al 
—— 


bs 13 5 ay . 8 member 125 


rn NED 
; | | 3 ef dojo 4 2 03 ** als e roy * 


3 25 


e 


4 25 IT - 
0 ES 


in Ti 


1 «& 211 n, vw Att. 
gs 7 e dene 
6. 55 


8 my 7 72 | +4 


— 725 bg 
Ez 55 
5 | ds 
IG 
TEE 1 5 1 


Ale of hg dee nd of be 


DS 906101 $7: Ht 
Fe; this, clauſe. was 
5 a 7 

with. 


coming 


1 5 ' Y 7 4 4 7 1 : 
a x 8 _ X r FT bs K 1 
340 COM MON Ss. Manch 1. 


coming profeſſors (except in divigity) in any cole | 

"ane w — er be hereaer Foititled. : 
Provyft ſpoke againſt the clauſe as it ood 
crginaly in the bill ; * did alſo, 
Brotone; who Haid parliament Would ouly 
| take away [thoſe oaths which parliament bad im- 

poſed, and leave the reſt to his majeſty. He ſtated 
har” the gentlemen concerned in the govermnent 
of the univerſity were diſcontented with the in; 
terference of the pill, not ſo fur 5 it we nt t6 per- 185 
mit roman catholics to take degrees 97 21 | 
it was their wiſh they Morte be: jermitted to do 
but ſo far as it ö 08 tlie rſhips, 0400 
which they conceived parliar liament | had no "Att 


interfefe. 
| catholies Nee w 
of the profeſſorſhips or hylic, and to theſr eing 

e either h Hor ee 


4 . 3 15 * 11 


ny oh v5 £ 
n. B. work bien 
2 the houſe ough not e h ahe op _ 


tutes of the colle og. 1 JOE 
1 a new Sur 1 5 e 
this Kingdom, 1 ould n any mea 

diſtinct roman cacholic 4 i unde der the 15 25 


Fney general's den e e N 
to; as wäs Alſd, Ater a lon verfation, an | 
amendment propoſed by 2 Oey | 


may be elected profeſſ ors in n the/founda 
* tion of — 2 Dünn.“ (ph 225 zu! Lasst 
Dr. . ee now introduced his} ropoſedamgnd- 


ment.— eh x the ſatfumental tet 
1 | King amies the zd in attenipti 


do carry, loſt his , and which the friends 0 
diſſenters in England had twice att ted recent 
and were unable to effect, the doctor ht bo 


ſtrong teft- Wola de 1 to the cath 


„ 8 


3 


Fore th | 
oath to which the bill referred at preſent, that of 


Weak. He would, therefore, 115 7 an oath 


lics and figned by Mr. 3 in — laſt—If 
_ they Moul par Fogg to ' {wear what they had come 
dt dard and declared fo ſolemnly, it would be evi. 


catholics ſhould renounce as the man who holds it 


church, which he thinks i s only, A ry of per- 
— dition. ; m_ * 1 


| af which i newly juice 2 as Jong as the preſent : 


Fi: 
+ 


1 a ſufficient. 
| h 


contained a denial of the doctrine of no ſalvation 
but of the roman catholic church—2d.—A more 
full declaration againſt the authority not only of the 


Lat ctr the latter words of this paragraph 
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were adinitted to offices of truſt—che 1 
the x 3th and th of the king, he thought too 


Founded on the declaration publi the catho- 


dent, they ought not to be truſted.— There was 
only one point in the oath which was not in that 
declaration, namely, a renunciation of the opini- 
on, that no chriſtian can be faved who is not at 
the time of his death of the roman catholic per; 
ſuaſion. This opinion he thought it neceſſary the 


muſt naturally Wiſh to oyerturn the eſtabliſhed 


Age then abated die” oath whith ad 


„ * 11 


i Unboct e 3 was too com- 
lex or him at preſent perfectly to comprehend, 
but he hoped the hon. gent. would ſtate his objec- 
tions te che preſent oath which to him appeared 


e oath of the 1 3th and r14th<vf the preſent | 
king was then read, and the doctor ſtated the dif- 
ference between it and his to be=1ſt,—That his 


pe but of councils, . aſſemblies, Ec. and of cheir , 


power of abſolution. 
A very great number of gentlemen ſpoke on the | 


ould be omitted, and this oath ſubſtituted i in their 
—Thoſe- who ſupported the motion agreed, 
„„ W | REY 
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| Mice Her preſented the Rech of the oz 

ich he had drawn up in complian « with h 

2 ſe of the committee: it 9555 ed 5 0 10 
the oath preſcribed. YH Us 1 2th and 14th of : 

| bs g. with ſo much c eadins . . f th 
late catholic declatali0 7 1 de Emed | nec! 

which he read in his place, - - 


Doctor Bug nan preſented ano Toy oa | 
he tad. Ft» ao? and -thri Ei 20s 55 


contended to be are e hece 
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e ae * 
er 0 'ſwearing,/ 
b ing in Fin 
of multiply- 
2 5 ie, he: ar particularly when it- 
En — paso but to wound and in- 
gs f 4 large body of loyal ſubjects, 
the legillature were abbut to reſtore cer- 
„And to confer. certain benefits; If 
71 5 be di en you ſhould give them nothing”: 
you N Mheky given them too much. But, if 
:d themſelves good and faithful 


| Have pr 
8 ew you ſhould not treat them with . 
, aue The oaths of the 1gth and 14 
_ of che Rave been found perfectly ſufficient to 


ehſure their fidelity to his' majeſty and: the conſti- 
tution, and now. When they are ſo much more 
200 deere, and deemed worthy of encreaſed 

it is propoſed- to ſhackle them with | 


earned member 838 called. :uþoh; us to 
8 we ſtate in their behalf. 

ef roving it ſhould be upon 
er. 1 5 ue een to prove;: — 
= 2 Lagen Propolition. But the beſt 
25 ng Nay, ch yalty- is, 2 

ay. thaie ſovereign, „ derlares 
thin ter be loyal Ae eee of this king- 
4e chen to be loyal—and thelegiflature 
of Meir country dedares them Mp as * 
Ter? | acts 
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acts which haye been made in their behalf—and 1 


ſhould be glad to know who gan he ſo good jus 


of the — of the S 2 0 | 


ſhould prefer ſuch te mony even to.that af the 

0 learred member. 87 * 1 "68" An * gone 
The learned member had dyerted o 1. 0 

— and accuſed him of haying Sed ads 


_ quotation from 8 

© the author had applied ironically, 

Doyle, if the dean has lent me his words, Tam 40, 
4 vie of them as. think beſt 
But that the committee may ſee chat 1 


1 have not 


abuſed the loan, I will ſtate, again his words: — 


Ferſecution, merely for conſcience 


againſt the genius of the goſpel; ſo 1 1 
any law. for depriving men their natural, and 
civil rights which they. claim as men. The ſmalleſt. 
negative diſcouragements for uniformity” s ſake, 
are ſo many perſecutions. In like manner, an in- 


capacity for any man to be made 4 . a.cojo- Hy 


nel, or. a juſtice of the peace, merely on a point 
of conſcience, is à negative. diſcouragement, and 


conſequently a real perſecution.—1 belief of 


tranſubſtantiation is à matter purely of religion 
and conſcience, which doth not effect the political 
intereſt of ſociety as fuch. Therefore, why ſhould 
the right- of conſcience, whereof God is "the ſole. 
lord, „ ſubject to human juriſdiction.“ | 
Hor the, Ks might have applied thisgjo. * 


day. ſaid major Doyle, is imma ; but Lam 
- ſure it is a truth as applied hy me in uh Front 


inſtance to the catholic: body, 1 aſſure the * 
| member, Lam not quite ignorant of the uſe, 
irony. Suppoſe, Mr. chairman, I were: $0 fay of 


the. learned- judge's ſpeeches on this ſubj or 


rather his ſpeech — twice repeated, that it was un- 


equalled for its hiſtoric che lity⸗ for its ſeaſonahle 
W and its * r of W 1 | 


. 


ift, in uſing e which 


for,my argument. | 


* , 


- 4 4 


religion, from the liberal toleration it breathed, 
and that it-was uſeful in the extreme to the eſta- 
liſhed church, by the profelytes it muſt bring 
into its boſom from the mild and chriſtian charity, 
. It, inculcates.—Does the learned member now per- 
ceive L underſtand any thing of irony ? There is 
a figure in rhetoric, which I am not ſo well ac- 
 quainted with —the figure hyperbole—but the learn- 
ed member is a better rhetorician. 
. So- that, ſir, there does not appear to be any 
blunder in the application of Swift's words; but 
if there had, the learned member ſet me the ex- 
ampie, when he ſays, as the greek painter 
Apelles exprefled himſelf —ne ere ultra crepidam.” 
But ftrange as the inſtance of the greek language 
may be, I ſhould rather follow the learned mem- 
ber in that than in the Engliſn language, which 
hae has uſed upon the preſent ſubject. It may be 
eloquence, . but it is of that vituperative ſpecies 
which has lately diſtinguiſhed a certain claſs of fe- 
male politicians in Paris, and was formerly in high 


ſubjeR, 


repute amongſt the orators of Billingſgate: But - 


it is not well applied at this day, on 
and to this houſe. _ | 2 
A right hon. gentleman, whoſe abilities juſtly 
entitle him to attention [the Speaker], has argued 
much upon the dangerous power of the pope, the. 
oath propoſſe of the biſhops, and the influence of 
the clergy upon their flock. With reſpect to the 
Pope, I am aſhamed-to attempt to prove what is 
* Notorious to all chriſtendom, viz. that the papal 
power has decreaſed, and is molt rapidly decreaſ- 
ing, and the fact which I before aſſerted confirms 
it, that while we have been debating this queſtion 
Etthe power of Rome has applied to the proteſtant 
king and proteſtant people of England, to protect 
him againſt his popiſh enemies. —His power was 

A | Y inñnitely 
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that it was highly honourable to the proteſtant | 


- 
— 


i: Nan u e * 


its e decke for 1 KY twenty AT ? Has it ror 
ened the papal n the cohtrary, hits 
| dhe Peer of. Rome been thaken off 
within that period by a large portion of thoſe who 
formerly acknowledged it? — The right hen. mem- 
er ſays, the celibicy of the clergy Jeaves them no 
paflion but ambition, ;—hether that effect natu- 
Tally follows from the cauſe, 1 will not now argve. 
Iam ſure it were better forthe ate did mar- 
ry. But Has this ambition been dormant for chiel aft 
50 ears? and what has it effected, When the po- 
yert of their flocks 1 75 have made them inftru- 
Ment ? and: 1955 they i ely to become inſtruments 
. W. when th ICY are Aung Tiches'and indepen- 
955 ace ?—Beſide, it is the laity only acquire inffu- 
ce by this bin, or even by total emancipution. 
The clergy, at preſent, have fcarcely common fub- 
ſtenice : and 15 it to be fappoled they are all at 
once to acquire ew ny adde tlie laity to 
riſque cler properties, Uh Har jet of the country, 
BY reſiſtance of the proteſtant , of proteſtant 
England, and- of the proteſtznts 'of ireland, to en- 
rich men to whofe neceſſities they ſo ſparingly 


con tribute? 
An extrao linzry' aſſertion as been made, that 
the catholics ſeem inclined to deinge It 'is- 


a new charge : ** have often "Heard tlie ppoſite 
_urged againſt them, "of bang " miondtclivil. But, 
Sir, the clergy are laid to have dangerous Sifſu- 
ence; now, if the) have, can Any min toppoſe, 
they will direct it 1 favour'of ref > Beni, by 
* Pg ker whole order has dern Tide f in a. 
. neighbouring country? There ig, "fir, "another 
expreſſion kürned ag unſt tar eee, Which 


IL cannot 
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I sannot conlider fair in argument ak 
- why he lays, '& "ts three wills with which ws 


are threatened.” 
the hi h {| rt of Ns gentleman to 


but ſo far is 15 om a threat, chat it is 


* 


tis peculiarly 1 miſchievous from 


whom it is 
addreſſed, roperly would ſpurn at a threat 


an Rüftble 


petition jak e which ſurely is not leſs 
worthy of attention from the number of ſuppli. 
cants, unleſs the hon: member proceeds upon the 
pln © of the old 7 * in the play (mentioned 4h an 


ngenious friend 0 


charity becaz 


mine), 5 who would' not 


ſe there were ſo many W 
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The Houſe in Committe. 
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they La nc ad pot. belieye the po pope could abſolve ther 
their 17 the ſting FR peg (5. 

Was one awa e hon. gent eman 

poſe wi ie 11 to take the declara Gn, of the 


55 e bill was conciliation, 


5 the matter of 7275 on 1? nd a} 
ard as h 


catholics would have no 'obj Aion 
whatever to ſwear that 1 he would al- 


ſent to 2 e 0 had not the leaſt fear 


tho 
cauſe — found them extremely rea: 


would object to this oath be- 
dy to fwear 


Whatever that . declaration contained, ; 


r. Troy in hjs recent publication, declared 15 
1 


and beciuſe 


1.4.3 
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the 1 contained in that chiblication,” had | 


nothing in them contrary to the catholic faith - 
the only objection that had occurred to him againſt = 


the oath, was its extreme. length; Which he h 


thought might . embarraſs elections, 
ſted that the oath _ 


but as the hon. gent. had 
might be taken = the time o regiſtering the free- 


ber his o vention was removed, and he moſt rea- ö 
L 


adop the hon. gentleman” s propoſition. 

1 Rowley declared himſelf 8 to the 
whole of the bill. 

Mr. Anne/ley obj ected to that part of the oath "bh 
which the. IG {ſhould fwear that he would 
not attempt to ſubvert the proteſtant eftabliſh- 
ment for the purpoſe of ſubſtituting a catholic one 
In its ſtead. This, he faid, he had no fear of, but 
that they would endeavour to deprive the proteſ- 


tant clergy of tithes to confer them on their own 


clergy, and that ſome leading men among them 
had ſuch an idea he was ready to prove; he would 


therefore wiſh that a clauſe diſclaiming any „ 


tempt © to diſturb the rights of the church in this 
kingdom” ſhould be ſubſtituted. He alſo object 
ed to that clauſe by which they were to diſavov; 
any deſign of diſturbing the preſent arrangement 
of property in this country: he thought it it could 


have no other effect than to lead men 's minds to 


the nature of thoſe tenures by which 2 great deal 


of property was held in this country, 3 and which 


but for this clauſe they would never think of. 
He therefore moved an amendment by expung- 


ing this clauſe, and ſubſtituting another, guard. 


ing the rights of the clergy. 
Dr. Duignan ſupported the oath he had propoſ- 
ed. The rights c of the clergy were ſu fficiently pro- 


tected by it, as the church were the clergy and 


the clergy the church; they were convertible 
terms. — As to the Uauſe * the forfeited 
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eſtates, he bad adopted zt Vennſe the: cathdlics _ 


themſelves had mentioned it.——If it ſhould be 


omitted after having. been once- introduced, he 1 


thought it might do ſingular miſchief. 
Mr. Cafe, Mr. Holmes, and Chan. of Ex. o 

the amendment, as calculated only to revive de- 

bate on a lujes which had been already amply 


diſcuſſed and in which” conſiderable — 83 


has been made on both ſides, bor the ſake of una- 
nimity. 
Mr. Forbes OR oſed that part of the oath, which - 
makes the catholic diſclaim a belief of the doctrine 
of forgiveneſs of ſins by prieſtly abſolution.— A 
ſimilar idea had been introduced into an oath, pro- 
poſed to the Engliſh houſe of commons on the 
ſame ſubject, and had been ſcouted with ridicule. 
He exhorted the houſe to act in a ſimilar 
manner. | 
Ne was anſwered by Dr. Dunn; who; conſi- Ho 
dered their diſclaiming of this tenet as peculiarly - 


important, as none was more pregnant with miſ- 0 


n. conſequences to ſobriety. 
Mr. Anne/ley perceiving the ſenſe of the houſe 
againſt him, withdrew his amendment. 
The Provoſt thought the catholics could not at 
all objeck to the oath, as the matter of it had been 


ſuggeſted by themſelves— but he hoped that if any ' 


dithculty ſhould ariſe hereafter in the conſtruction 
of it, it would be ſo explained as not to impede 
the catholic franchiſe... He then mentioned the 
clauſe by which the catholics diſclaim any title to 
forfeited lands, as one which might occaſion diffi. _ 
culties of this king, as a great. deal of thoſe lands 
had been purchaſed by catholics ſince the year 87. 
To all thoſe who had thus purchaſed #forfeited 
lands, or who might hereafter purchaſe. them, he 
thought this clauſe would be an invincible obſta- 
Cle. He e an amendment, by 3 . 
the | 
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the words, in oppaſition to the acts of attainder 
Renee 
on co the toge · 
ther, becauſe he did not think it wiſe to teach 
gentlemen that the ſecurity of their eſtates de- | 
nded on the oaths or forbearance.of any men, 
Beſides he was —— — cothuoke had no idea 
of attempting any t 9 preſent ſe 
ment of property, he Was 94 if they did 
they would not ſucceed. It was bird 0, bo 
make forty ſhilling frecholders, whoſe A | 
could have no po to diſclaim any title de- 
rived from thoſe anceſtors, The landed property 
of every country muſt neceflarily be confined to 
he ais make zoo, ooo men diſclaim che title of 
their anceſtors, muſt therefore be highly abſurd. 
It could tend to nothing elſe than to make them 
diſcontented, by ſuggeſting to them that their an- 
ceſtry were 22 x gre at people le, who 122 been en gut : 
1 6 by the was an inſult alſo to 
— — | 2 2 them that while xx 
were admitti m to ſhare the conſtitution;  - 
we ought W ſuch men as ought not tobe 


82 * followed, in which Dr. Duignan, 
Col. Paul, Col. Blaquiere, Mr. Curran, Mr. John- 

ſon, Mr. Conolly, Mr. Knox, Mr. Sec. Cooke, and 
Major Hobart ſpake, and which was terminated | 
by an amendment ſuggeſted by 

Mr. Orm/by, who moved, inſtead of being {worn 
not to diſturb, they [the catholics] ould be 
iworn = to defend to the utmoſt of their power 
= preſent ſettlement of property in this king- 

om. 
" This amendment met the unanimous ſenſe of 
the houſe, and was finally adopted after Mr. on: 
tan had expreſſed his diſappt᷑obation of the 
generally, as as too metaphykcal, aud bs opinion 
| ne, BY Vo that 
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that the vith which had been propoſed by the 6 


cretary, on Was equal to every purpoſe 
of civil feenrity which could be looked for i in an 


Lord Henry Fitzgerald looked on the oath alto- 
as an unneceffary clog, and illiberal in it⸗ 
elf; he would therefore vote againſt it. 

The clavſe admitting tatholics to profeflorſhips 
of ix on the foundation of Sir Patrick Dunn, 
was then adopted without debate. 

The yuragraph' bring read which makes the ca- 
tholics eligible to civil Aud military offices, certain 
offices —_ which are — enumerated, a- 
mong which are the commiſlroness of revenue, 
OMe: ofwighy eee, thr 

the: of 
the wealthy catholics in this — — 
wo had ama their prox trade. Such 
men were of all others the moſt ſit for preſiding 
over the revenue, and therefore he could not con- 
ceive why they fniould be excluded from the of. 
fices of chief commiſſioners, eſpecially as by the 
place bill, now before the houſe, thoſe officers 
; woug probably be rendered incapable of ſitting 
* therefore moved the words 
— catholics from thoſe bac b | 
expung 
This motion „Aer ſome time, being:pnt, was 
Qed carried in” che affirmative. 


ſeal, and the — ro- 
tulorum, — —— of counties, ſhould be a- 
maeng the offices from which vatholics ſhall be ex- 


Mr. Gratlan his difapprobation of 
tire excluding -elauſe laltogether. The king, he 
— not᷑ to he prevented from appoint- 
zug do office 6fice \whomibever the * ſhould: : beſt 

| — 
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qualilied to diſcharge the duty. It was abſurd to 
traſt the catholics into the conſtitution, and yet 
on a principle of diſtruſt keep them aut of the ex- 

ecutive offices, - to which the king ought to have 
the full power of appointing, and for the execu- 

tion of which the perſons appointed would be re- 
onſible. He muſt be a viſionary politician in- 


tion, to keep chem ont of the ſtate. 


Mr. Maxwell ſuggeſted the 2 of exclud- 
ing catholics — che office of the re- 


cords - that of public regiſter. of — and his 


deputy; and chief prothonotary of the two courts, 
and moved the excluſion accordingly. 

This amendment, after fome converſation. was 
negatived. 
Mr. J. C. Beresford, after ating that the catho- 


lies would probably not ſend their children to be 
educated in our univerſity, unleſs they were ad. 


mitted to ſhare all the honours and emoluments | 


of it, moved; that the words—excluding them 
_ the place of 2 and from 1 
ould be expunged 
his — produced a ixifon, on which 
the numbers — 
For the expunction . . 6 
Againſt'it 8 . Majority * 
Mr. Annęſſey moved, for the expunction of the 


words excluding catholics from the place of poſt- 


maſter general. He could ſee no good reaſon to 
withhold this office froth them. His idea had been 
to keep them out of the conſtitution entirely, but 
now that they were admitted to that, he thought 
they ſhould be admitted to every "other office: . 
Major Doyle moved a clauſe to permit roman 


At olics ray hold the office of high ſheriff in the 


ever al counties. He ſaid that the legiſlature hav- 


_ deed, and would ſoon ſind that he was.ſo, Who 
could hope after admitting men into the conſtitu- 


.. RI 
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ing rendered them eli, gible to grand juries; the 
boon would ee ee without ther eig Aeli. 2 
ty to the office of ſheriff, by whom the jury were 
appo! pouited—and he argued it the rather becauſe. 

ere could be no danger, even in the opinion of 
the moſt timid, 5 it is recollected, that the 
N of catholics to prick ualifed for, 


3 


9 27. not 29,906, to they 
puniſh urt of 9 85 s bench, if they 
mifcbnddet Jtag; ; but more eſpecially, a 
wil 2 his maje/ty who of AN ; 
not. loyal perſon * * Aitua - 
tion. 
Major NL” thoug cht the hon. t. did very 
great injuſtice indeed to the proteſtant A a. i 


of the Wa by ſuppoſing, at a time like this, . 
when they were manifeſting ſuch liberality of en- 
| timent toward catholics, that proteſtant Meridia | 
| d not return them on juries, LY” 
rd "Hilſborough ſaid he did not riſe.) In that 
* * kauſe as an agent either for the catholics or proteſ- 
| - ants, but he would negative the amendment be- 
cauſe the Sheriff was the repreſen tative of the 
king, who could not be repreſented. by a papiſt; 
and not only would he reſiſt the amendment but 
2 propoſe that {ub-ſherifls alſo ſhould be ex-. 
Major with 2 great deal of irit repelled : 
the i ior Poe which the noble 25 had preſu - 
med to make, that HE. was an agent for papiſts. 
he warned him againſt uſing ſuch language to 2 
men as independent as aft an bimſelf. 
Lord Hillſborough diſclaimed any idea of 2 
the word to the hon. gent.—He had only. 7 
15 that he himſelf was no agent. 
Hon. Mr. Knox warmly ſupported the amend- | 
ment. The object of the bill hs conciliation; he 
r 2 


9 

5 4 8 2 5 oY 
2 ourſe” fraud bn the prote 5 "the 
et ll Wi acquielced i in the bi, Gaby becauſe | 


n * x tÞ believe that the cathollcs 
oth the executive | 


eee goes tt rong- 
75 790 Nicki TO this a amen; 175 


18 = for the ztnendment. He de- 
Ae like reprefentative of the 
. catholics were as We 


the office properly, as Aly 
— the amendment, which, 


= 1 
After ſbim tne further conv tion, w ne. 
1155 1 4 ee Per Pa Fa 
E Iborough, th = over his, amendmen 
1 dxcldddb of 64. Pe which he ſap-- 
oh ed he Wok ny power, 1 
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thetefore'to exclude the e one the other the bi 
_ thould be 5 © 
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her , was reſpopfible 
för all we Akts of his deputy. 
- The amendment v Was dee a diri⸗ 
on, - 


Mr. Ane/{ty now roſe to move hi iſe 
e eſtabliſh 4 Ticks nes p 25 che | 
ect 


roman cath his 2 | 
dcn Was De rar ed pop 


ich prick have pow 17 


len . COH. 3- 
to recpyer þ SYS wy gies of pripper Ji 
„ voluntarily 2. 


of üch fees 

5 So Fe 8 1.5 clauſe Pg 

he receiv 0 -untul the eme were empower. 
loule to: . it. WY 
. Curran ſüpported the iflea af 
5 thought i it was a reproach 12 the -natien ; t 
3 ſet of men, miniſtering in holy things, had been 
ſo long left e by 21 5 ture, without 
any a a Hes 112 5 their gu eat 
Ons or 1y pport—H e prot ir 
further the mais, a VER 15 ng ho 

e Wart ch Kb a er gentle Man 
had f for ſome time this meaſyr I: cont, 1 
and was eparing ſome propaſition on 
n = ore the hon. gent. would 1 101 per- 
x 15 amendment, 807 


ing 1} ? 


% on this, withdrew his 
Mg are i Rt 
miltge had wered to. feceive, to N. 


85 olics tho(e,” immunities in 
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NEE, March 6. | 
Thc, it, of the comthittee on the catholic 


was I pL BN by. Mr. Day. 5 | 
i H. e the dlauſe which" 
had been introduced in 2 committee by way of 


. 8 | Zz 2 8 proviſo, 
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E preventin roman catholics from voting 


veſtries on ' queſtions relative to the demiſe or 


85 diſpoſal of any pariſh property, ſhould be with- 


drawn; it was a proviſion which gave no ſecurity 
d so proteſtant aſcendancy, and prevented catholics 
from interfering in the diſpoſal of property which 
in many inſtances belonged to the pariſh at large 
and was bequeathed to lighten the parochial bur- 
dens of all the inhabitants. + 
Mr. G. Ponſonby agreed in the ideen. 
Dr. Duigenan defended the proviſo and fhewed 
the neceſlity of it by relating an act of veſtry 
which had been made fome'time ago in Catherine's 
pariſh.— That pariſh had an eſtate of '2501.' per an- 
num.—At a veſtry in which 58 Catholics were 
reſent, and only 15 proteſtants, 6ol. per annum 
ad been voted by the catholics out of this ſum 
to perſons called roman catholic curates and that 
too in oppoſitian to the ſenſe of the proteſtants 
who afliſted at the veſtry—The proviſo, he obſerv- 
ed did not go to. deprive the cathalics of their 


= right to vote at veſtries, if any ſuch they had. 


but only to prevent the bill from being conſtrued 
to give them this power. 
He ſhewed, that if the, catholics were permit - 
ted to diſpoſe of pariſh property in this manner to 
themſelves, they would in fact be permitted to 
tax the proteſtant inhabitants ; for, in proportion 
as the fund appointed for defraying the pariſh ex- 
pences, was = 7 to other purpoſes, the 
pariſh-ceſs mult be encreaſed. | : 
The amendment was at length adopted, as were 
alſo all the other amendments. The bill being 
gone through. FF 
Mr. Rowley declared himſelf a decided enemy 
to that clauſe of it which gave to the catholics the 
elective franchiſe. No man was more willing than 
he, that they ſhould be indulged and protected, 


f 
\ 
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and he thought they were ſo; but the proteſtant 
aſcendancy ought. tn be preſerved: the grant of 
the elective franchiſe tended to ſubvert thataſcen- 
danch. If the clauſe conferring that were ſtrucx 
t, he would 5 0 the reſt of the bill; if not, 
— oppoſe the whole bill on account of that. 


He concluded by moving, that this clauſe be ex. 


| punged; he was ſecon ed by Mr. Ogle: on the 
queſtion being put, the motion | Was negatived with- 


dut a diviſion. 


he bill was 1550 ordered to be gated. 


1 


0 
Taunspav, March 7. 


be vill was read a third ume, paſſed, and or- 
| dered to the Lords. | | 


HOUSE or: LORDS.. 
Tuoxspax, March * 


Mr. Secretary Hobart from the commons, pre- 
ſented at the har, the bill for the relief of his 
majeſty s roman catholic ſubjects, which he in- 
formed the houſe had paſſed the commons, and 
requeſted their lordſhip's concurrence. 

The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond on Wedneſday next. 
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The bill was read a ſecond time, 4 on the 
eſtion for its committal being put, 

The biſhop of Killala roſe to expreſs his ready 
and moſt cheerful aſſent to a bill for the relief = 


155 Fd Ds Manch 17. 
7s Jong ahprefled, and 9255 catholic brethren, 


ad their return. to that porti ion of the conſtituti- 
on, to which the bill before the houſe went to 
admit them. 
From the Welle; of introduction below the. 
bar, our reporter found it inip6flible'to gain ad. 
littance till the reverend prelate had early con- 
du ded his oration, but from what he could col- 
le, his lordfhip had gone mnto- at hiſtory of the 
origin and progreſs of the penal ſtattites, and de- 


— the Whole f 0 As founded in the 
prejudices of a bigotted and 5 age, and 
continued for near a century, with al impo- 
licy and injuſtice, to a loyal. body ſubjects, = 
whoſe conduct for that period was a Fall refuta- 
tion of 7 y. argument that could be offered in 
ſupport of that code, wk, which they had ſo 
long groaned with patient ſubmiſſion. 

He had heard it argued, that their numbers 
was a reaſon for excluding them from the con- 
ſtitution ; but for his own-'part he held an opini- 
on directiy the reverſe. In ome like the preſent, 
7 we were threatened b foreign enemies, 
zitated b domeſtic ntions, He wonld 

to unite thoſe. numbers in ſupport of on 
| Stun to which they bd, ſri ack been Toy 
rather than turn them àgainſt it by d Peas 
reſtrictive ſyſtems ind opPreſſi ve 1 8, Which 


no exiſting neceſſity t, nor ets me p 
approve. 8 ni 4 reſp e 75 he 2 Rear tRat ha 4 


expreſſed of the — and the pretender, he re- 
—— them as idle and unfounded ; the power 
of the one jt _— and the very name of 
the other | exti and as to any danger to 
the proteſtant — from following the 
dictates of juſtice, and of lenity, to the catholics; 
he conficlered all — only 7 U | 
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He felt it is duty: to, declare fully his ati. | 


weßts on. theſe. points, becauſe, he, loaked. 
roman. catholi e e 40 
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abjured by the Principal of the clergy and laity 


of that communion. In England the nobility and X 


principal roman catholics of that Lingtom had 


drawn up and ſubferibed a formal proteſt againſt 


thoſe inions, 1nd ſited this document amid 
the archieves of the Britiſh mbſecm. The 


of the pope was now no longer to be dreaded; he 
was fällen lower than his worſt enemies could 85 
with him to be. He confeſſed he did not ejoice 


to ſee a chriſtian prelate, and a ſovereign prince 
humbling himſelf before the natiotial convention 
of France; that 


down. It was now indeed taken up by the French 


conyention ; they Had ſubſtituted their decrees 


for che dulls of 2 pes, and had arrogated to 
themſelves tlie o a0 bſoly 
allegiance, and 


which threatened deſtruction to every regular 
vernment, and had peculiarly levelled its is 


ſt this conſtitution. To defeat the deſigns 5 
of its F and miffronaries in this country, (ei 


are bu 


in pro} 


gating its | icious rincip 1 
let them call to thoſe of their 98 rg 


„who were known to entertain ſentiments 


the oppoſite of thoſe ; for notwithſtanding the ex- 


ception of a very few individuals, he believed it 
was very well-known that the great body of the 
roman catholics of this kingdom abhorred and 
reprobated modern French principles, and what 
ved it beyond a doubt was, that in that part 


ot che kingdom where the catholics abound, and 


have moſt influence, thoſe doctrines have made no 
impreſſion ; whilſt, in the quarter where they are 
the feweſt and moſt inconſiderable, there t Wey ive 


gained ground to an extent which ha 9 iven & 
3 that the roman catholics, by 


* g 


wer which was formerly the 
terror of the chriſtian world, was long fince laid 


ving fubjects from their 
ing the thrvhes of the earth. 
To arreſt the progreſs of ſo formidable a power, | 
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getting poſſeion of the elective franchiſe, and en: * 


Jjuoying the other privileges which this bill afforded: . 
to them, would acquire a certain ſhate of power 


in the ſtate was not to be denied; but beſides 
what might be expected from their long tried oy. 
alty, and the principles which he ure beljeved 

they poſſeſſed, they had not now the fame temps 

tation or _incitement to diſturh the government as 
formerly, were they ſo inclined. The ſucceflion 
to the crown was now undiſputed in the proteſt- 


ait line. There no longer exilled 2 prince fen 


own perſuaſion, to whom they might transfer their 
allegiance ; and as for any expettation that they - 


would be able to ſubvert the citabliſhed church in 
this kingdom, and ſubſtitute a catholic hierarchy in 


its place, that muſt be vain. indeed. If ever the 


_ eſtabliſhed church in this country was ſubvert- * 


ed, the ſonſequence would be that there would be 
no eſtabliſhed religion at all, and therefore the 
choice of the alternative now is, not between a 
proteſtant and a catholic king, or between an Eng- 


liſh and a popiſh hierarchy, but between the mo- 


narchy and the church, as now eſtabliſhed, and'a : 
republic, and that too a' French republic, formed 
on the French model, proceeding upon French prin 
ciples, and ſubject to the influence and controul 


of France. And now, that he had mentioned the 


eſtabliſhed church, he would be bold to ſay, that 

there was no man who was a more fincere friend 

to it than he was, or who was more „ | 
74 


ſenſible of what an eſſential part it formed o 


conſtitution. He conſidered the hierarchy of the 
eſtabliſhed church, through its ſeveral gradations 


of eccleſiaſtical dignities, as a mean and principal 


ſupport. of the monarchy, and a vital part of the 
conſtitution; at the ſame time he wiſhed to ſee a 
decent and liberal proviſion made for the roman 
catholic clergy, and he was happy to hear that 


3A ſteps 
| 3 
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7 Laps bad: been taken to that effect, and that the 
| — was to be brougbt forward 3 in another 
- place, by a young e the heir of k great 
and reſpectable f amily. 

There was one provifien in the bin, whith, ke 
thought, would very much conduce to cement 
and Unite the people, that b by whith all impedfi. 

ments to the intermarriages of perſons of the dif. 
ferent religions was removed ;—— moreover, he 
knew of no expedient ſo likely to increafe the 
number of the eſtabliſhed church. Where the pa- 
rents were of diſler rent perſuaſions, the children 
voue be educated in the eſtabliſhed religion, 
which Would have the preponderance. He knew, 
in his own-neighbourhogd, ſame examples of ſuch 
marviages, notwithſtanding the penal ties, which, 
at the time, attended them, and from atl of them 
— children had been educated ꝓroteſtants the 
tunities of 2 common education, and the ha- 
bla of early youth, formed another ſtrong link of 
connexion; theywere about to change the policy, 
and the effects would be conſidered in different 
points of view. He turned his eye to the encou- 
' Feging dide of the proſpect, —not becauſe it was 
the more pleafing to contemplate; but becauſe he 
_ Feally thought it the more probable, By Keeping 
their people within the pale of che conſtitution, 
they wou engage them it its defence, and give 
them an intereſt, in the common cauſe. He truft- 
ed they would be too powerfyl for their enemies, 
and e after lte time, the preſent fer- 
ment ſhould ſabfde, this nation might preſent ta 
hy world, the glorious ſpeCtacle of a patriot King 
at the head of an — pe 

Lord Ferlarlingran expreſſed bis ſatisfaction that 

the time was now come when he could meet his 
Foman catholic fellow ſubjects with contidence, 


an being admitted to e 4 ara in the bill 
| 7 5 1 
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before the houſe. ' He ſhould not have roſe, he 
gd, but for ſome thing whick had fallen from the 
rev. prelate who had fpoken firſt in this debate, re · 
gecting on the conduct of our proteſtant an- 
ceſtors, and imputing thoſe laws meſhes 
of wanton and perſeeuting cruelty in them, which 
were the mere refult of indiſpenſable n 

and felf defence; and he entered into an hi 
torical detaif of the origin and progreſs of the pe- 
nal code, in ſupport of Its aſſertion; and though 
it TI from this Inquiry that. former popes 
had affumed a power of abſalying ſukjects from 
allegiance to their ſovereigns, he was convinced 
the catholics of the preſent day held ſuch doctrine 
in as much abhorrence as proteſtants could do. 
He was decidedly againſt that principle of the 
bill which went to the admiſſion of catholic 40s. 
frecholders, as well from the inconvenience it 
would create in elections, as from the great num- 
bers it would admit to the franchiſe, and their 

tendency to weaken the proteſtant intereſt. 
His lordfhip ſaid he was one of the committee 
lately appointed by their lordſhips to enquire into 
certain alarming events of late prevalent in this 
country, and if be was not fully convinced that 
the cathotic body had no concern whatever in the 
diſturbances created by ſome of their communion 
in the North, he ſhould-never give to this bill the 
ſupport he now gave it, by voting cheerfully for 

its committal. HEE, 75 
The Marquis of Waterford ſaid, the conduct of 
the roman catholics during the American war, 
when they came forward with zeal to ſupport the 
canfe of the empire, was a ſtrong advocate in their 
favour. He could not concede to them, however, 
but with caution ; they had feparated themſelves 
from gentlemen of acknowledged worth in their 
own communion, and they had chofen the very 
| 3 A 2 a work 
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worſt men in it to be their governors This was a 
ſufficient reaſon: why proteſtants ſhould be cauti- 
ous. His lordſhip declared, that if he had not a bet- 
ter opinion of the roman cathglics in general, than 
he had of the ſub-committee, his vote would be 
different from that which he intended to give. It 
was his majeſty's recommendation, therefore he 
approved of the bill; but he truſted he would 
hear no more of councils held in the city,—of 
conventions, or roman catholic repreſentatives ; 
but that gratitude would bind the catholics to 
his majeſty's government; and that, as the 
legiſlators removed diſtinctions, one intereſt would 
unite proteſtant and catholic againſt the enemies. 
of the empire. 3 . 
His lordſhip adviſed the utmoſt deliberation 
on the meaſure the houſe was about to adopt; 
it is of too much conſequence, ſaid he, to be 
haſtily proceeded on- He mentioned, that in 
the other houſe the earl Tyrone meant to in- 


TE troduce a bill to provide for roman catholic 


clergymen, and that he had delayed it merely 
to let this important bill before their lordſhips 
have due conſideration. His-lordſhip ſaid, that 
in the proviſion deſigned, the proteſtant was to 
contribute a ſhare; but -proteſtant generoſity 
was never to be doubted; it would not inter- 
fere with the legal proviſion for proteſtant cler- 
gymen, as part of the conſtitution that was to 
be keld ſacred. ne . ; 
The Lord Chancellor, It was my wiſh, my moſt 
earneſt wiſh, to have made no oppoſition to this 
dill, to have let it without any obſervations 
from me, as the ſtate of the country ſeems to 
render it my neceſſary ;—but when the ge- 
neral principles of anarchy, the rage of innova- 
tion, and the epidemical phranzy ſeem to have 
reached this houſe, —when inflammatory decla- 
TOs ET mation, 
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mation, and ill-adviſed miſtatements come from 
the reverend bench, it attacks upon the exiſt- 


my compoſition. In any que 


ſhould affect the progreſs of this bil | 

ſhould paſs, for I think it is neceſſary, from what 

has late y paſſed in this country and great Britain; 
0 


perity: religious bigotry produced the rebetlion 
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ing government, I feel it neceſſary to riſe in de- 
fence of the conſtitution.— Before I allude more 
gray. to the right revd. prelate, I muſt af. 
ume the office of his apologiſt, and the apology 
1 ſhall make for him will be,—an utter and 
radical ignorance of the laws and conſtitution of 
the country from whence he came, and the laws 
and conſtitution of the country in which he 
lives. We „ 
As to the diſtinction of catholic and proteſtant, 
if I know myſelf, I have not a rg of bigotry. in 


and man, if he adheres to the principles and pre- 


cepts of the chriſtian religion, it does not matter 


with me one W to what particular ſect of 
that religion any perſon belongs; but when we are 
called on to deliver up to a great body of the peo 
ple che efficient powers of the ſtate, it becomes us, 
as wiſe men, to look back at the paſt. and ſee 
when ſo much power has been in the poſſeſſion of 


that body at other times, what ſecurity the pro- 
teſtants of this country have had, and hence what 
' they will have when that power is reſtored. 


I ſhould be ſorry that any thing I now £: 
il ;—I wiſh it 


— therefore 1 beg it may be underſtood, that what 


I ſhall fay is rather intended to ſtop the further 


progreſs of the innovating fpirit which is every 


' where ſo apparent, than to retard this bill. 


My lords, I lament as much as any man, the 
religious differences and bigotry which have. been 


| the ſources of the calamities of this country, and 


have retarded the nation in its advances to proſ- 


in 


ion between man 


: : T. | > ' | ? 
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in the reign. of Elizabeth, the rebellion in 1641, 
and the rebellion in 1688, which the right rev. 
relate has ſtiled 2 political error, and not a rebel- 
aon; and I will not heſitate to fay, that religious 
bigotry is even now as rank in this Kingdom as is 
was at ra ks thoſe periods, and that the lower 
papiſts of Ireland are as fuperſtitiouſſy attached to 
the pope as the people of Spain, Portugal, or the- 
nick Beected of tis own , - de tot men- 
tion it as any di to them ; on the contrary, 
it redounds much to their honour to be attached 
to their religion; and I muſt ſay, that I wiſh, in 
this inſtance, they had been imitated by thoſe who 
' profeſs the proteſtant faith, Let us look to paſt 
times, and to other countries; let us turn our 
eyes to all Europe, and fee the uſe catholics have 
every where made of dominion ; ſee whether in 
any of the ſtates of Germany, where the reform- 
ed religion early obtained, it has ever been found 
poſſible to unite. proteſtants and cathelies, ſo as to 
agree in the exerciſe of political power; it has 
never been the caſe ;—che experience of ages, and 
the truth of hiſtory is againſt the fact. The argu- 
ments that have been urged in ſu of the ca- 
tholic claim of admiſſion into the ſtate, is, to me, 
x ſubject of the moſt ferious alarm —in no coun- 
try in Europe has the proteſtant religien made ſo 
ow a progrefs as in this, and yet this argument, ex- 
traordinary enough in itſelf, and ftill more ſo for 


coming from rev. prelate, is offered to us, 
chat is to ſay, that their adherence to the popiſh 
religion & induce us to open to them the 


power of the ſtate. The reaſon of this low pro- 
greſs of proteſtaniſm is very obvious to any man. 
At the refurmation, this country was in a ſtate of 
barbariſm, the Ingliſh leaders in this cenntry 
were catholics.; and from the moment of paſſing 


the act of ſppremacy, to which the nobility would 
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not ſubmit, there was excited a rebelion againſt 
the reformed region and the act of ſupremacy, 
which was not quelled til the reign of James I. 
by the exertions of lord Mont-joye. One eonſe- 
quence of this rebeſthon was, the forfeiture of the - 
whole province of Ulſter, where the King ſottled 
a colony of proteſtants, and for whom his great 
ject was to procure an afcendancy in the 3 
this he did 44 creation of new boroughs; the 
catholics faw his deſign ;—in 1613, they refuſed to 
admit the members returned by thoſe boro 
to vote for a ſpeaker, and they even ſent a depu- 
tation to England to remonſtrate againſt this in- 
fringement on their power. And here, my lords, 
let me remark to you what I deem a curious cir- 
cumſtance, it is, that at the preſent time the de- 
ſcendants of thoſe very perſons, of thoſe proteſ- 
tant planters of Ulſter, (for whoſe protection theſe 
boronghs were created) are the firſt to-cry out for 
the demolition of thoſe charters: and I wifl not 
heſitate to ſay, that if the proteſtants of this 
kingdom ſhould be mad are ever to conſent 
to ſuch a raſh ſtep, that they themſelves will be 
the firſt victims of their own wretched policy. 
From this planting of Ulſter to 1641, the proteſ- 
tants and cathokes lived in apparent concord; they 
peared to be incorporated with each other, but 
all at once the rebeflion broke out, a rebethon firſt 
promoted by the court of Rome, dictated by that 
court, and fomented by that conrt for the extin- 
guiſhment of the proteſtants, and the extermina- 
tion of the Engliſh in this country; this rebellion 
ended in the Tuin of all the great families of this 
country, and an almoſt total revolution of pro- 
perty. From hence to the time of James II. 
there was no diſturbance in this country; but 
from the moment in which his converſion was de-/ 
clared, and his ſending hither the earl of Tyrcon 
c 
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nel as his lieutenant, the old ſpirit broke out 
afreſh, and one continued ſcene of perſecution 
raged in this country until the landing of king 


William. And here it behoves us, as we are called 


upon to admit catholics to the legiſlative power, 


to ſee the uſe they made of it an the parliament 


called by king James. The firſt act of this legiſ- 
lature was to recognize king James, and declare 
their abhorrence of the prince of Orange, and his 
adherents. The rev. prelate has ſpoken of the 


adherence of the Iriſh, to James as a political error, 
and that the Engliſh parliament had aſſumed a 


ower of transferring this country; but I will tell 
bim, that no Engliſh act was neceſſary for this 
2 by an Engliſh law of Henry VII. the 
ing of England is ip/o fads king of Ireland; and 
the moment William was acknowledged king in 
England, an oppoſition to him here was direct re- 
bellion by the law of Ireland ; ſo that the right 
rev. prelate is altogether ignorant of the funda- 
mental laws of the country, and the Iriſh a& (of 
Gul. and Mar.) is but a recognition of that of 
Henry. | 1 | 
Having recognized James, there was introduc- 
ed int6 the lower houſe a bill to repeal the act of 
ſettlement ; it was paſſed through that | houſe, in 
three days, and ſent up to this. In order to account 
for the acts of this houſe of commons, it is neceſ- 


ſary to ſtate, that circular letters had been written 
by the titular biſhop of Clogher to the diſſerent re-. 


turning officers, recommending perſons, who were 


of courle elected, ſo that there were not more than 


five or ſix proteſtants in the whole houſe. _ 
In the houſe of peers there were many petitions 
preſented againſt the bill; but ſuch was the ſpirit 


_ of the time, that though above 600,000 2cres were 


to be transferred by the effects of it, yet the owners 
were denied their requeſt of being heard by * 
8 tt 165 0 I 
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ſel at the bar againſt it This act, therefore, re- 
ceived the aſſent of James, and was enforced by 
troops immediately after it was paſſed. 29 
Having diſpoſed of the act of ſettlement, their 
next care was the proteſtant ſupremacy; but as 
the object of the day was to reſtore James to the 
Engliſh chrone, an immediate repeal of this would 
have been a deſperate experiment, and would 
hardly recommend him to England. An act was 
therefore paſſed that tithes ſhould be paid by catho- 
lics only to their own paſtors ; the catholic clergy 
were allowed to ſue for them in the ſpiritual courts; 
while this power was taken from the proteſtant 
miniſter, the act of Charles II. for the maintenance 
of the proteſtant clergy in towns, was repealed, 
and the proteſtant churches were converted into 
barracks. Having thus diſpoſed of their property 
and their religion, they proceeded to the memora- 
ble act of attainder, by which thirteen hundred 
and five perſons therein named and reſident in this 
country, and fix hundred living in England, were 
attainted of high treaſon abſolutely, and 2500 for 
correſponding with rebels, if they did not appear 
by a certain day; a clauſe was added, limiting the 
king's prerogative, that no pardon ſigned after a 
certain day ſhould avail any of thofe perſons. But 
the lord chancellor, Fitton, declared, care was 
taken that no perſon ſhould benefit either by ſur- 
render or pardon, for the act was not promulgated. 
until long after the days limited for ſuch ſurrender 
or pardon. And having ſtated this, let me requeſt 
the right rev. prelate to conſider the ſtate of the 
— in this country until they were reſtored 
by a Britiſh army; that even afterwards, they were 
in this country as a proteſtant colony amongſt an 
hoſtile people, paying, at moſt, a ſullen and refrac- 
tory allegiance---and aſk him, when he reflects upon 


their ſtate at the time of the revolution, whether 
3 B ahſolute 
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abſolute neceſſity did not oblige them to diſurm 


thoſe catholics; — only of offenfive weapons, but 
of a more dangerous inſtrument, —political power? 

He f of nt bigotry, and yet he may 
ſee that the firſt act of the proteſtant parliament 
was to aboliſh the writ for burning heretics z——he 

of Engliſh liberality, and yet he may fee 

t all the penal laws enacted in the time of Wil- 


— were copied from Engliſh acts, and in many 


.caſes were relaxed from the rigour of the originals 
—and-do not go near ſo far. And here I do be- 


feech you, my lords, to advert to the conduct of 

the Engliſh parliament of that period. Their ob- 

ject was to deſine the pr tive, to extend the 
of the commons, and maintain the proteſ— 


tant eſtabliſmment;— the n that the 
king ſhould be a pro t, and that the ſtate 
mould be — What would they have ſaid, 

had any one afferted that the king being proteſtant 


was à ſufficient fecurity? Such an idea would have 
heen ridiculous ; they know that the great power 


of the nation lay in the parliament, and that w while 
they wiſhed to preſerve a proteſtanteſtabliſhment,; 
it wonld be abſolutely inſanity to n 1 
into the parliament. 

In the reign of William, there was no at 
trenching on the property of catholics in this 
dom. In 1703 a committee was ap — 4 
 'Eonfider the ſtate of the nation, and their report 
Was, that for the fatety of the 
union with the parliament of England was neceſ- 


fk deſign proved abortive, and the laws 


in this reign againſt catholics, were the ef- 


f hard neceſſity, for ſelt-preſervation ; and 
if we look into the journals of parliament, we 
will find them, from the reign of William to the 
end of Anne, filled with complaints from perſons 
aggrieved and perſecuted by the catholics, for the 


proteſtants, an 


crime 


4 _ 


4 
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of neceſſity was founded that code of laws which 
has ſo much injured this kingdom, which had for 
a 1 ened the value of landed property; 
but the proteſtan 


| ts of Ireland were reduced to the 
choice of loſing their property, or tranſmittin 
it to their children, ſaddled with thoſe laws; wm. | 
therefore, though it has been the faſhion of late 
to abuſe indiſcriminately every act of our anceſ- 
tors, let us always recollect that they were enforc- 
ed to them by hard neceſſity. From the time of 
king William to the year 1745, there was, it is 
true, no attempt made by the catholics to diſturb 
the country; but I know alſo, from the beſt . au- 
thority, that this was entirely owing to the efforts 
and influence of a noble lord in — ſouth, who 
often reſtrained their diſpoſition to commotion 
and inſurrection and eſpecially in 1745. A noble 
earl has alluded to the ſuppoſed opinion of lord 
Cheſterfield ; but I will read you his avowed) 
opinion in his ſpeech from the throne in this 
— ; 


„ The meaſures n 
to prevent the growth of popery, have, I hope, 
kad Give. and Sin ſill have a greater 1 
however, I leave it to your conſideration, Wie- 
ther nothing further can be done, either by new 
laws or by the more effectual execution of thoſe 
in being, to ſecure this nation againſt the great 
number of papiſts, whoſe ſpeculative errors would 
only deſerve pity, if their pernicious influence 
upon civil ſociety, did not both require and au- 
thorize reſtraint.” . 
The lord chancellor then proceeded to ſtate, 
that the unqueſtioned loyalty of the catholics had 
authorized ſeveral 1claxations in their favour; 
that they had been grateful for thoſe relaxations, 
and relied on the generoſity of parliament, for 
3B 2 further 
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further favours; that the claim of right, and the 
tone of demand, was taken up in conſequence of 
a diſpute between themſelves, in which the mode- 
rate and rational catholics were overpowered. He 
adverted to Dr. Troy's pamphlet, which aſſerts 
the infallibility of general councils as a fundamen- 
tal principle of their religion. He then read the 
decrees of ſome of thoſe councils againſt heretics 
and heretical princes. He mentioned the powers 
aſſumed by the popiſh convention, of levying 
taxes upon their community far defraying the ex- 
pences of their claims and proceedings, which, 
were they fair, juſt, and opens required no ſuch. 
ſupport. He wiſhed to reſiſt further innovation, 
and foreſaw, in granting more than the preſent 
bill gave, a total ſeparation from England, or an 
union with her—each to be equally dreaded. . 
The archbiſhop of Caſhel ſaid he had not, when 
he came into the houſe, intended to trouble their 
lordſhips with a ſingle word in the preſent ſtage of 
2 bill containing ſo much various matter; he had 
determined to reſerve his opinion for the time 
when it ſhould be in committee, where every lord 
would have leifure and opportunity to adopt ſuch 
part of it as he might think advantageous, and 
reject what appeared injurious to the country; 
but a right rev. prelate, for whom, perſonally, he 
entertained the higeſt eſteem, had run out into ſuch 
2 violent and unwarrantable ſtrain of invective 
againſt their lordſhips? anceſtors, againſt the anceſ- 
tors of all the proteſtants of Ireland, againſt the 


proteſtant government, againſt the truth of hiſtory, 


and againſt the proteſtant religion itſelf, that he 
felt it his duty, as a very unworthy member of 
the proteſtant church (conſidering the ſituation he 
poſſeſſed in it) to ſtand up in detence of the pro- 
teftant anceſtry of their lordſhips, and the other 


FI 
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roteſtants of Ireland, in defence of truth, in de. 
fence of the proteſtant religion. 1 png 
The right rev. prelate, in his declaration, had 
charged the proteſtants of Ireland, that, through 
an intolerant, perſecuting, and bigotted ſpirit, 
and without any juſt ground of neceſſity, they 
had enacted many ſevere and oppreſſive laws 
againſt the roman catholics. There are, ſaid his 
grace, few ſubjects on which it would become me 
to challenge any man in debate, but on the ground 
of truth, and in ſupport of the religion I profeſs, 
I] will meet any man living, and I call upon every 
noble lord that hears me, to ſtand forward, and 
reſute whatever unfounded aſſertion he may think 
I may make, while I prove that the church of 
Rome has never once departed from any tenet 
that ſhe ever maintained; and that the laws paſs- 
cd by our forefathers, for the ſecurity of the pro- 

teſtant religion, were laws of abſolute neceſſity. 
His grace, after ſtating that a general council 
of the roman catholic church with the' pope at its 
head, has always been, and now is deemed infal- 
lible in its decrees, began with the fourth general 
council of Lateran, in the 13th century, and pro- 
ceeded downward almoſt to the preſent times, 
ſhewing from their decrees, that the church con- 
ſiders it meritorious to extirpate heretics, i. e. per- 
ſons not of the popiſh communion. The decrees 
of the council of Lateran are in theſe words ;— 
All deniers of this or any other of the catholic 
doctrines, ſhall be excommunicated and puniſhed 
by the ſecular arm; all perſons ſuſpected of ſuch 
doubts, unleſs they ſhall within a year clear them- 
ſelves, ſhall. be deemed heretics; all princes and 
perſons entruſted with ſecular power, muſt ſwear 
to extirpate heretics, and if they refuſe ſhall be 
excommunicated, and if they ſhall continue diſ- 
obedient for a year, the pope may expel _— 
% 4 25 E 8 . | rom 
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from their dominions, and give their power to 


any other. | 
Let us now ſee what uſe the popes have made 
of theſe decrees, and we ſhall-find that the right 
rev. prelate was miſtaken, when he ſaid the laws 
againſt roman catholics were not laws of neceſlity, 
but of wanton choice. = 
Every one knows that Henry VIII. lived and 
e. that — —— be a 
ot t, he never attempted to popery 
15 his realm, but merely ſuffered the ſtate to be- 
come proteſtant; yet for this Paul IV. ex- 
communicated him, and releaſed his ſubjects from 
their oath of allegiance, and commanded all 
chriſtian prĩnces to make war upon him. As to 
the reign of queen Mary, in charity to the roman 
catholic church, and becauſe he would not aggra- 
vate its crimes, the archbiſhop wiſhed it might 
be for ever forgotten. 207 
During the firſt ten years of Elizabeth, no a& of 
ſeverity whatever was paſled againſt roman catho- 
lics, ſhe was a true proteſtant herſelf, ſhe loved 
her religion for its truth, and ſhe endeavoured 
to inculcate it into her — by reaſon and per- 
ſuaſion; for this pope Pius V. excommunicated 
her, abſolved her ſubjects from allegiance, and 
gave her dominions to any chriſtian prince who 
would take the trouble of conquering them. Soon 
after this followed the Iriſh rebellion, and then 
the Spaniſh invaſion, both inſtigated and both bleſ- 
ſed by the pope, and after this are we now to be 
told that the law againſt men paying a blind and 
unlimited obedience to the ſee of Rome, were 
laws of wanton choice, ariſing from religious bi- 
gotry and a ſpirit of perſecution, but not from 
neceſſity ; as to James the Iſt's time, he mention- 
ed a fact admitted by every hiſtorian ;—Garnert 
es juſt 


4 
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if 


the Jeſuit, when at the place of execution, and 


juſt going to leave the world, declared, © that 


there was a band of catholics who were © bound 
together by an oath, never to ceaſe or © abate in 
their exertions till they had extirpated . every 
heretic from the nation.” 

For what concerned the Iriſh maſſacre in the 
reign of Charles the I, he quoted Hume, an author 
generally ſuppoſed not unfavourable to 


poper y. 
*The Iriſh every where intermingled with the 


Eng iſh, needed but " Nos from their leaders 
and prieſts. to begin hoſtilities againſt a le 
whom they 4 account of their reli = 
and envied for their riches and proſperity the 
houſes, cattle, and s of the unwary Engliſh 
were firſt ſeized; thoſe who heard of the com- 
motion in their neighbourhood, inftead of deſert- 
ing their habitations, and aſſembling together for 
their mutual protection, remained at home in 
hopes of defending their property, and fell thus 
e ap the hands of their enemies. After 


rapacity had fully exerted itſelf, cruelty, the moſt 


barbarous that ever in any nation was known or 
heard of, began its operations, an univerſal maſſa. 
cre commenced of- the Engliſh, now defenceleſs 
and paſſively reſigned to their inhuman foes, —no 
age, no ſex, no condition was fpared ! The wife 
weeping for her butchered huſband, and embra- 
cing her helpleſs children, was-pierced with them, 
ka periſhed by the ſame ſtroke, the old, the 
young, the vigorous, the infirm underwent a like 
fate and were confounded in one common ruin. 
In vain did flight ſave from the firſt aſſault, de- 
ſtruction was every where let looſe, and met 
the hunted victims at every turn; in vain 
was recourſe had to relations, to companions, to 

friends, all connection was diflolved, and death 


on; 
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was dealt by that hand from which protection was 
implored, without provocation, without oppoſiti- 
on; the aſtoniſhed Engliſh living in profound peace 
and full ſecurity, were maffacred by their neareſt 
neighbours, with whom they had long upheld a 


continued intercourſe of kindneſs and good offi- 


ces. | | 
And now, reſumed his grace, my lords, I call 
upon you to know whether this will not vindicate 
our anceſtors, and ſhew that they were throngh 
hard neceflity compelled to defend themſelves 5 

laws againſt roman catholics, and not throu h 
wanton choice, or perſecuting bigotry. The 
noble lord on the woolſack, who has gone ſo fully 
and ſo ably into this ſubject; who has left ſcarce> 


ly any thing unobſerved or ſlightly handled, has 
juſt, mentioned Fitton—a man who once diſgrac- 


ed that ſeat, to which the virtues and abilities of 
the noble lord add dignity and ſplendor. .Let me 
ive you the character of Fitton : He was a man 
of the moſt infamous and profligate life ; he had 
been twice convicted of perjury; once at Weſt- 
minſter and once at Cheſter ; but he was a bigor- 
ed popiſh prieſt, and this was a ſofficient recom- 
mendation to James the ſecond to make him the 
keeper. of his conſcience; and if ever the day 
comes, which God forbid ! that you ſhall conſent 
to let papiſts into the efficient powers of the ſtate 
ou may happen to meet with another Fitton. 
Four anceſtors ſtruggled hard to maintain the 
roteſtant conſtitution, which has been traduced 
In a moſt wanton manner; your lordſhips, I truſt, 
will never deſert it, but tranſmit it unimpaired to 
your poſterity. _ „ x a rg 
My lords, there is no man entertains a more 
perfect good will to every roman catholic in the 


world than I do ;—if his religion is dangerous to 
| the 


1 . : a | 
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Nate, it is his religion and not the man that'T at- 
tack; but where men profeſs a religion hoſtile to 
the ſtate, the efficient powers of the government 
Rm never be ſarrendered into their hands. 

His grace having apologized for taking up ſo 
much time on a ſubj 5 which he had No lau 
of ſpeaking when he entered the houſe, ſaid there 
Was one circumſtance to which he begged their ? 

About the year 1744, ſome benevolent gentle- | 

men, meniber'bf: the other houſe, - — 1 
the late Mr. French) withing to put the roman ca- 
tholics· on à better footing than they then were, 
conſulted wich the principal perſons of that per- 
ſuaſion, and an oath was Lad, by taking which 

they declared themſelves ready to teſtify their fi- 

delity and allegiance. © This oath was ſent into 
England and France, and into Spain, where being 
approved of, the roman catholics &xpreſſed great 
impatience to have it inſerted in an act of parlia- 
ment; accordingly it was inſerted in an act of the 
13th and 14th of the King: See the effect of it, 

in four long years, notwithſtanding the impati- 

ence of theſe gentlemen, of three millions of loy- 

al ſubjects, but 153 1 were found to take the oath. 
Did the proteſtants reproach them for this? No; < 
the proteſtants were not perſecutors; on the'con- 
trary, in 1778 the work of indulgence began, 
and ceaſed not till in almoſt every point relative 

to property, they were put on a footing exactly 
cqual with” proteſtants. Theſe advantages were 
all 3 on condition of their taking the oath 
. of the 13th and 14th of the King; yet in 1792, 


- fourteen years from the time, no more than 12,073 
had done fo; altho' in the purchaſe and demiſe of 
lands they were put upon an equal footing | 

with proteſtants, and althcugh the oath was their 


9 Hs 0 
3 C os 


own. 
T'y\ 
4 4 1 
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1 grace proceeded to remark on a pallage of 
Dr. Troy'spamiphlet—and other writings in Which 
there were theſe doctrines “ that there was ſab. 
vation for no man who died out of the church.” 
That the << pegple are enſlaved when the ſove- 
reign declares'* himſelf the head of the church.“ 
He hoped that the roman catholics held no ſuch 
doctrines, nor would he. have ſpoken of them if 
he did not think that they attacked; unprovoked · 
ly, the conſtitution in church and ſtate. 
In committee he ſhould not ſay a ſingle word 
on the bill, further than declaring. that Was 
no Ginge which be — willing to give 
to s 28 to any other dlaſs of ſubjects, provi 
dei 1 ar i. could be done wich ſafety to the ſtate. 
He would give them the free poſſeſſion and exer, 
ciſe of their religion which they enjoyed - and he 


would do the ſame thing with the Turk, the Jew, 
and the Mahometan there was no reaſon 
why a man of any religion ſhould not be tolera- 


ted, if he was a er ſubject in che ſtate. He 
repeated that in the point of civil rights, acquiſt- 
tion and ſecyrity of property, and liberal educa · 
tion, he would go as far for the roman catholics, 
as any man in nation.— But he never would 
give political power to men who uſe it to 

ngerous. purpoſes —Let me in ſupport- 
of this — kb his „like a prieſt— 
and not E their would i „ hike & | 


brute bea 
We Killals replied to 4 matters 


The 
which bad been thrown out in the preceding 
part of the debate. As to tranſubſtantion he ne- 
ver could diſcern that it rendered the perſon wha 
believed in it abad ſubject, a leſs courageous ſoldier 


or a worſe nexghbour. With reſpect to infallibi- 


hty, for his part, he could never aſcertain where 


it lay. Whether it lay 1 in the pope, in 2 general 
3 _— 
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council, or in à general council with the | 
at the head of it. r this 
belief of papal infallibility to the roman catholics 
Dr 
thought itſelf infallible though no one acknow- 
ledged it. He concluded with obſerving that 
he would not juſtify cruelties committed on one 
fide by thoſe committed on the other und paſſ- 
ed a warm eulogium on the catholics as 2 loyal 
honeſt, and deſerving” body of ſubj | 
Earl of Farnham' read part of the lord - 
lieutenant's ſpeech} which contained the recom: 
mendation of his majeſty to conſider the fitnati- 
on of the roman catholics, and to act towards 
them with, wiſdom and liberality. His lordſhip 
was of opinion that every thing which weakened 
the proteſtant intereſt injured the conſtirution— 
and expreſſed himſelf at ſome length hoſtile to 
| the principle of the bill, chiefly, from what we 
could hear of its giving polity power to the ro- 


man catholics. 

The Biſhopof Cork dechredthaton anoccaGon ſo 
important, the public had a to expect the 
reaſons of every noble lord for his votes He 
ſhould ſtate his. They were all al that eve- 
ry man had a right to worſhip his God in the 
mode which he think proper, provided 
he could do ſo wi ſafety to the ſtate. The 


only difference, therefore, was, whether they 


could proceed to the extent of the bill with ſafe- 


ty to the proteſtant eſtabliſhment. He concei- 
ved that the conceſſions to be made to the roman 
catholics were founded in the liberality and wil- 
don which had been recommended from the 
throne, and that the bill would put an end to a 
er union of three millions of ſubjects 


not . to participate in the 
b conſtitution 


3 


- 
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conſtitution: But the ſtrogeſt argument. for | 


the meaſure: at preſent was — neceſſity. 
His lordſhip drew a: picture of England e 
ing 1641, when the king was ſo elevated that he 
might look down upon the reſt of Europe ſcourg- 
ed by war- but a ſtorm gathered in the North 
and how ſoon were the royal family and all in- 
volved in ruin. This he in a maſterly manner con. 
vwith the diſturbed ſtate of Europe at pre- 
ſent from the noiſe of arms and the influenza of 
republican principles —aſking, if they would not 


give the advantages of the conſtitution to men 


Who were at all times ready to ſupport it with 
their blood and property? Mhen they ſhould give 
them the contents of the bill What elſe would 
there be left for any other power to beſtow? 1 
<« ſhall vote fer the — of the bill. _ 
& lordſhip) not becauſc-rt is ſupported by 

<« ment, but becauſe it is called ya r by joyaly——by 
policy by neceſſity—and by religion.” 

Lord Dunſany in reply to he — 
and the * of Caſhel, obſerved, that = 
might as well — omitted their hiſtory of popi 
councils, particularly that of Lateran, for the 
were now neither read nor 
pope and his ſuppoſed infallibility as head of the 
church, he was certain that the roman catholics 
thought no more of him than their lordſhips did 
of their door-keeper. —Confidering the roman ca- 
. tholics as loyal and meritorious ſubjects he ſhould 
give his ſupport to the bill with great ſatis faction. 
© + The lord chancellor and his grace the archbi- 
ſhop of Caſhel explained. 

I) he biſhop of Killale roſe to ſtate his motives 

for his conduct on the queſtion before their lord · 
hips. He ſhould vote for the committal of the bill 
bdecauſe he conceived it to be an act of juſtice to 


ke long · tried loyalty of the roman catholics, and 
8 becauſe 


rded. As'b the 
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beeauſe it was now neceſſary to the ſafety of the 
proteſtant religion as by law eſtabliſhed, 


| The penal laws might have been originally ne- 


ceflary for the ſecurity of the proteſtant govern- 


ment and the conduct of the roman catholics for 


half a century, had cauſed them to be treated as 


vanquiſhed enemies. But the offending genera- 


tion had paſled away, and the clauſes which called 
for . theſe penalties, had long ſince cloſed. There 


was no pretender to the crown—there was no ſo- 
vereign ſupporting any ſuch claim. With reſpect 


to the diſpenſing power, which had been men- 
tioned, it was denied by all the popiſh pretates in 


Europe. If ſuch a doctrine had been once made, 
pride might prevent a renunciation of it, thou 
it had fallen into contempt. Accuſtomed as the 
roman catholics were, however, they would give 
every ſecurity to government, that eould bind 
their property or cenſcien gde. 


His lordſhip was aware of the argument; is 


there no danger to be apprehended from the con- 
eeſſion? Rebellion was ſaid to ſtalk abroad through 
the country. — But to this he ſhould oppoſe the 
danger of invaſion by an atrocious enemy, who a- 
vowed the principle of eſtabliſhing their own. go- 
vernment in every other country, to unite all 
ranks of the people againſt the progreſs of republica- 
niſm. —He ſhould vote for the committal of the 
bill, and he declared that he had no other motive 
for giving his vote ſave that he believed it in 
his ſoul to be neceſſary: to the intereſt and ſafe- 
ty of the proteſtant eſtabliſhment. 


Lord Weſtmeath expreſſed his intention of voting. 


for the committal of the bill. 
Lord Clifden avowed that the bill had his hearty 


concurrence. by wit 
Lord Blaney ſpoke a few words to the ſama 
' IEC 7 fs vs 


The 


* 
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The Dubeof Leiter vöts to expreſs his happineſs 
that the bill was likely to go into committee. He 


ſhould ſay nothing to the of the — 
though he diſagreed wich it in many parts, as his 
had mentioned that it was nob his inten- 
tion to oppoſe the cmmittal. The noble lord had 
ſaid that there was no ſtate in which the proteſ- 
tants and cathohes were united in a ſyſtem of go- 
vernment.—Flis grace adduced the republic of 
Swiſſerland, in which ſome cantons were govern- 
ed by proteſtantsſome by catholics and ſome 
by proteſtants and catholics together. He looked 
upon proteflant and catholic as one and the ſame 
—— provided they were honeſt and good 
1 - _— his 4" 
eſtan to. t at ] w was 
did — — catholics from u | 
diſqualifications—#r .o. 
The Lord Chancellor then put t the queſtion on 
the -commattal of the bill for "Briday next, which 


ena nem: Oe Loy. 
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'FaiDay, March _" 


TK houſe according to the order of the day, 
reſolved into committee on the roman ca j 


bill. 
Lord Ranelagh in the chair, 
The! firſt clauſe. being read, 


| Lord Chmmell roſe and obſerved, that k — 
tending — 2 this bill to chat 
us majeſt bjects for whoſe relief t was 
framed, Mor the fimple appellation of roman 
cathlite, a door would be left open for ambi- 
guity, litigation, and chicanery, as all the penal 
laws now in force were direct againſt them ſpe- 
cifically, by the appellation of Papi/ts, or pers 
fors PG the Popiſh Religion,” - = 
is 


2 „* 
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s lerdſhip mentioned a-ca@-to which, be had 


was indicted for carrying arms, as a perſofi pro. 
feſling the roman catholic religinn; but the Fo 4 
eution failed, as it was not proved that the man 
was ſeen at maſs, or receiving the facrament, AC- 
cording-to. the rites of the popifh religion. 


His Jordſhip ſtated this to ſnew, that by the ni- 


ceties of Tegal conſtruction, and the ingenuity of 
lawyers, diſtinctions might be made which wayld 
defeat the roman catholic in the benefits intended 
by this bill; and he therefore thought it neceſlary, 


in order to remove every poſſibility of miſconſtruc- | 


tion or litigation, that the Words“ papiſts, or 


perſons profeſſing the popiſh religion, be pre- 


fixed to the words roman catholics, not only in 
this, but in every clauſe of the bill, where the 


body of people, for whoſe benefit it was intended, 
eleribed by 


were d the appellation of roman catho- 
lics. In this amendment, his lordſhip. diſclaimed 
the ſlighteſt intention of any offence to the roman 
catholic body, for whom he profeſſed reſpect and 


His grace . the archbiſhop of Caſbe! ſupported: 


the amendment and its principle, and thought it 
would be ridiculous, for the lake of an ideal de- 


licacy in the language of the bill, to lay open the 


people for whoſe relief it WAS intended, to chica-' 
nery, or to be lambogſled out of their rights. 

Lord Dillon was of the ſame opinion, and tliought 
the amendment materially neceſſary; a diſtinction 
between paß iſis and Rowan Ca rnories was held, 


his lordſhip ſaid, even in all the catholic countries 
of Europe and in France, the former fect had 
been diſtinguiſhed by the appellation'of Les Ultra 


Montagnes _ | 
Lord ClonmelPs amendment was unanimouſly 
adopted. . ct 


been witneſs at the aſſizes of -Cork, where 2 man 
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7 The clanſe being read which'concedes the elec- 
8 to the roman catholics, on the 


| V it ne 
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ed by 
© Lord Enmfillen, who role give it his decided 


the catholics.as individuals, but from nſion 


of 1 n ren Jo m re as 
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e 1 | 4 
An idea bal been thrown gut by obe lord 
that this bill mould paſs the houſe in ſilence aud 


without debate; this was with-his lordſhip another 


aking his ſentiments openly and de- 
K, and he concluded by 
be expunged. 10 

in the defence d 


motive for ſpe 
cidedly on hens 
moving that the cla 

"The. Lord Chancellor 


5 Lupport of the clauſe, and oppoſed of courts. the 


motion for its expunction. His lordihip'a; 
_ that'this clauſe contained che way" prigcs 

eſſence of the bill, and that to re 
to defeat every obje@, both af 
the legiſlature. 


2 reaſon why his lordſhip e ood ex 


delicate of — with this clauſe 


* that ĩt only concerned the rights pf the houſe 


of commons —and td a principle, on this head, in 
which they themſelves had agreed, his lordſhip 
2 not the province of? che houſe to W 
ere. 
Lord Farnham alſo ſopported the clauſe « on 
ſimilar ground. 4 
The 2 of. Cnſhel faid, he mould not 


vote againſt the clauſe, becauſe it ſeemed to con- 
tain the leading principle of à bill, e re- 
commended by his majeſty, framed by his miniſ- 


ters in this country, approved by the other houſe of 
parliament, and generally accordeũ to as the ſenſe 


of 75 people without * but at che ſame 
| A 8 


en vg 


e; and he did ſo, not from any enmity to | 
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de was dot whout a prehenfions — 
would deren about to 
concede, and find when too late, they had given 
too much tctetäin anything} and that the power 
nao conceded to the-Roman catholics would render 
every remaining; reſtriction idle and riugatorys That 
Power would-maturally extend itſelf, and then their 
Lordihips would ere long find the benches in both 3 
houſes of partiament thronged with Roman catholic 

members. However, his Grace would not ſet up 
- his opinion, againſt what ſeegied to. be the ſenſe of 
government, of parliament, and the ee and 2 
therefore, he ſhauld vote lor the bill al 4 


Lord Mowajoy perfettly-coincided in the halls 2753 
of granting to the holders: of landed p roperty, the 
political influence of the elective franchi and on 


this ground he va moſt 0 appr for agreeing in 
the principle of che clauſe; by giving - * 55 
catholies the elective Franebiſe ; neither did his lord- 
1 it any danger to the proteſtant inte- 
re 2 Foe things: ts 9 e er — 4 | 
; $ \C owners intere | 
| which = common impulſe. of mankind, would 
of courſe prompt che catholic frecholder to vote for 
mais landlord? That dlaſs of men would never be- 
. come politicians, unleſg their landlotds taught them 
and hence it muſt be obwious that ſo long as te 
landed property of the country remained in proteſ- 
tant hands, ſo long mult the balance of elective fran- 
cC.hhiſe be with the proteſtant intereſt- But Whenever 
\ | the ſail. changed waſters, and the balanee'of landed 
CY ok; ws came. into catholic hands, it was not un- 
rea  nable that influence ſhould follow. nern 
I be diſſenters in this conntry- held che deRive "(IJ 
3 - franchiſe for that century in which the cathylic were £ . 
_-  ÞFdeprived of it. No ien more attached than they 
to power and influence; yet though, they outnum- 
bered the proteſtants moſt conſiderably, .did their 
_ a ri _ „ 
e.. * Vi 8 
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rin te decidedly obvious, for there was 
a this four diffenters in the houſe of com- 


mons. 
His lordtbip was, however, deeidedly agai inſt con- 
ceding the franchiſe to 308. catholic fraholders, not 
from any kind of enmity rowards, or diſſidence in 
— body, but from a firm perfuaſion ground- 
ed on his perſonal experience of the very great em- 
barraſſment it muſt create in po *, — counties, upon 
conteſted elections. It fell to their lerdltlpr 
turns to experience the diſficulties of conteſted. elec- 
tions ; but he would mention many inſtances, one, 
in a county in Ulſter where he hved, and where 
there were but 1,400 freeholders, and yet on the 
laſt general election, fix weeks were employed in 
polling this number, and during this Saturnalia, 
markets and mandfactures were neglected, and all 
manner of induſtry and buſineſs were at a ſtand in 
that county. - 

Another inſtance his lordſhip mentioned of an 
election for the county of — upon the merits 
of which he had been unfortunate enough to ſerve 
on a committee, when member of the other houſe ; 
and though there were but 800 voters, the election 
which had occupied that county for three months, 
occupied the deliberations of the committee fix 


months. What then'muſt be the confequence of a 


bill that went to encreafe fo conſiderably the num- 
her of electors in each county? Nothing leſs than 
the abſolute neceſſity of repealing the octennial bill, 
for the whole eight) years exiſtence of each parlia- 
ment, would be too ſhort for che inveſtigation of 
_ conteſted elections. 

His lordſhip ſhould for theſe-Sealons have wiſhed 
the clauſe extended the franchiſeno lower than 10l. 
frecholds. He, ſhould not, TR? a__ it in 


its preſent form, 20 $ — 


kt ; 


» =y 
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The queſtion was at put, and 2 lor 
the cle againſt lord Enten 's motion. 
Rb Ta a £5, 75 
Noes 9 a 0 Wt 1 
| The nhl of the bill bien cle any de- 
bate of note was, that which to qualify '** 
freeholders, or catholics of 100. perfonal property, 
to keep arms in their houſes for their defence. 2 
The Lord Chancellor oppoſed this arrangement, 4 
and though willing to put arms into the hands. o 
the 10l. freeholders, his lordſhip thought that 4 
man's perſonal property of tool. 3 not put _ 
on the ſame footing, and the cation' of per- 
ſonal property ſhould be at hall e gool. To give cp 
man arms who held a real property was but —— 
able, for his defence ; but to put axms in the hands 
of men who had no property, would be only to in- 
duce them to murder each other, and rob their 
neighbours ; conſequences, which his lordſhip felt, 
were to be apprehended i in the county where he 16. 5 
ſided, where the men of one village warred agai 
thoſe of another, year after year, merely o ' Cs. 
count of what were called old om one 
town or family to another, and who inſtead of cud- 
gelli e other very well, as · they now uſually 
do, if fire- arms were put into their hands, would 
proceed to murder. His lordſſip therefore moved 
by way of amendment, that the ſym of 3ool. be in- 
ferted, and that of 100l. expunged. | 
This amendment, after ſome converſation, in 
which lord Bellamont, lord Dillon, the archbiſhop 
of Caſhel, lord Portarlington, lord Carleton, the 
marquis of Waterford, bore parts, was carried on 


a diviſion, 30 againſt 21. 
The next debated clauſe was, that which goes to 


enable the Roman catholics to Tn weed em- 
5 
| Lord 


d/ 
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Lord Farnham, in n tome extent, ar- 
E gued, that until à law familar to the preſent, was 

paſſed in England, catholic officers could not at- 

2 their yegiments, if ordered on duty into Eng- 

His Lordſhip was therefore for amending 
the the clavle b by wording, it; fo. as that a Roman eatho- 
=, Mould not be eligible. to à military commiſſion 

A op „until che. principle was adopted by a ſimi- 

aw of England, which would render the brave 

_ loyal 2 Seed to military ſervice in any 
L. ul the. Britiſh empire wherever exigency a 
call him. 

The, Lord Chancellor oppoſed the principle of this 
amendment; the clauſe merely went to enable the 
catholics to accept a military employment; but it 
could not be ſuppoſed his Majeſty would appoint a 
man to ſuch: a, poſt, until the Jaws of the empire 
ſnould fully qualify him to act in every part of it. 
It was more than probable as fimilar law to this 
would be adopted in England, before the lapſe of 
two months, and on this eee the mme 

would be wholly unneceſſary. 

Ihe Duke of Leinſter o ppoſed the. amendment 
as unneceſſary, and wiſhed to * * the bravery 
proweſs of the Iriſh catholic, attached to the fe — 
of his country. 

Lord Bellamont ſupported the, amendment;. as 
tending to accelerate a law in England, 5 to 
the preſent. F, 

. After ſome further debate, the amendment was 
withdrawn.“ 

The next debated clauſe was that of education, 
which enabled the catholics to become profeſſors 
in any future Univerbry to be eſtabliſhed in this 
country. 

The Lord Chancellor conſidered this as the moſt 

8 important clauſe in the bill; for by affociating the 
your of both claſſes in their education, the ſtrongeſt 
principles 


———— a. dt. 4 owe VN TT CO ; 
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principles of union could be cultivated; and hi 


idea was, that, although it would be highly inde- 
cent for any houſe of parliament to meddle with 
the charter of the preſent Trinity College, which 


by the will of the founder was eſtabliſhed peculiarly : 


for Proteſtants, yet his idea was, that any future 
College to be founded, ſhould not be for Catholics 
excluſively, but open both to them and Proteſtants, 
and to admit indiſcriminately fellows and profeſſors 
of both religions. 2 C 

His Lordſhip exprefſed his moſt ſincere wiſhes to 
unite the people of this country in intereſt and af- 
fection, and he conceived the moſt effectual mode 
of doing this, was to unite them in early friendſhips 
by educating them together. He was therefore, 
for annexing, any future College for their edu- 
cation, under the head of the preſent Univerſity, to 
be ſubje& to no controul from the Vice Chancellor, 
Fellows, or Viſitors of Trinity College, but to have 
ſuch officers of their own. ; | 

The clauſe was carried, and the remainder of the 
bill gone through, under a deſultory ſyſtem of re- 
mark, but without any material amendment, and 
ordered to be reported on Monday next, to which 
day the houſe adjourned. | 


Minday, March 18.4 


Lord Ranelagh reported the bill with its amend- s 8 | 


ments, which being agreed to, it was ordered to be 


engroſſed. oy 
Wedneſday, March 20. 


The bill was read a third time, paſſed, and re- 
turned to the Commons; and on TUESDAY' THE 

gth oF APRIL 1793, THE BILL RECEIVED THE 

ROYAL ASSENT, | | 


